Natural use of existing trees to frame the Belfry’s 9th green

Where massed conifer planting has
taken place, there is little else that
can be used as a guide for tree
selection. So what can we use for
inspiration? At the outset this should
come from two sources both related
to ‘“association”. Association with
local character and soil.

When establishing local character
we must assess local tree species,
their natural habit of growth, their
groupings, how they are spaced and
how these groups are interrelated.
In nature, single stands or mono-
cultures are rare so they should not
be seen newly planted on golf courses.

Secondly one must look at the
association of soil. All soils and
landscape situations have typical
plant associations from which one
can almost identify the soil types and
their pH. The Oak, Hazel and Holly
all thrive on heavy clay soils, the
Beech, Whitebeam, Wayfaring Tree,
Spindle and Blackthorn on chalk
hillsides. Pine, Birch and Heather
occur typically on the thin acid soils;
Field Maple, Hornbeam and Crab occur
abundantly on limestone.

That of course is just the beginning.
Having established the main species
that will provide our medium and long
term planting programme, the next

aim is to decide on the shapes, means
and overall policy of the planting.
Are we trying to connect two belts of
woodland at either end of the course,
or to develop from this woodland,
gradually thinning out the density of
trees to create a mixture of parkliand
and woodland? Is there a water course
running through the site whichrequires
its own special treatment or are there
extensive vistas which should be
retained? The questions are numerous
and particular to each site. If the
course and its surrounds are relatively
bare of trees, local inspiration still
requires great care and planning.
That should not entail a rash of
evergreen plants.

So far we have not mentioned golfing
criteria in planting. These have been
documented in much more detail in
other articles and books and there is
not enough room here for a repetition
of such criteria. For successful
establishment, a knowledge of leaf
size, the spread and depth of roots
and tree positioning vis a vis the tees,
fairways and greens are all critical and
must not be overlooked for a succesful
solution. But if we are to bring back
sincerity into some of our golf courses
then first an appreciation of the
landscape, soil types and local
character is essential.

Finally a personal plea. In natural
woodland, there is no clear transition
between tall woodland trees and the
field (ground) layer. The edges favour
smaller light-demanding trees and
shrubs in an area described by
ecologists as the Ecotone, - “mixed
communities in the transition area’.
In these areas, wildlife and plants
can thrive.

There are some places on the
golf course where such planting is
inappropriate - around greens and tees
where air cirulation would be
obstructed and perhaps where poor tee
shots land and balls are lost, delaying
others on the course. But elsewhere,
gradual reduction in height from the
main body of woodland to the rough
margins of the fairway gives
naturalness to the view.

Nobody should damn the use of
evergreen trees outright, either in the
landscape or on our golf courses.
With discretion they can add con-
siderably to our options. In that
sense at least they make the job
easier. But don’t think it is all that
easy. The best Iandscapinﬂ schemes
were never seen by those who planned
them. We have to look fifty to a
hundred years ahead. Let’'s hope we
who choose and plant the trees will
be remembered kindly.
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Henry Cotton, that grand old man of
British golf, eighty this year, has

a plan for the improvement of

Lunior golf, worthy of someone
alf his age.

After a lifetime fighting for the
recognition and status for the
professional golfer he has now
turned his undoubted influence
towards a better deal for the young
beginner.

‘The way forward is backwards’,

said Henry Cotton in an interview with
the Editor of Golf Greenkeeping at the
Windsor Exhibition.

“Young beginners at the game are
notwelcome in manyof the established
golf clubs. Their mode of dress
reflecting the current trends is open
to criticism, they do not understand
the rules, the etiquette of golf has not
been explained or understood, they
hold up the senior members during
play and their enthusiasm often leads
to a show of temperament not accept-
able in golfing circles”.

Club throwing, shouts of anguish
and football type reactions to the good
and bad shots are all symptoms of
teenage enthusiasm among beginners.
Conduct, certainly not acceptable to
the mature golfer who resents the
intrusion of juniors into his weekend
relaxation, which may well have cost
him several hundred pounds in annual
subscription.

If we are to continue to be a force
in international competition, then
something needs to be done to give our
future golfers the opportunity to learn
the game, the rules and golfing
behaviour before admission to
established golf clubs, maintains
Henry Cotton.

The existing municipal courses are
insufficient in number to meet demand
and local authorities do not have the
finance to build new ones. Available
cash for leisure is now put into Sports
Halls maximising a fraction of the land
area needed for a golf course.

Golf started on the links. Land
unsuitable for agriculture or for that
matter anything else. A flat area was
chosen as the putting surface and the
grass cut short, first by grazing sheep
and as golf progressed, by the early
hand mowers.

Initially the teeing area was along-
side the last hole played and the
fairway, the ground between the
greens.

Six holes and later nine were the
norm, playing the course twice or
three times to equal a round.

The first Open Championship played
at Prestwick in 1870 over 36 holes
was completed by three rounds over a
twelve hole course.

Henry’sidea is that golf forbeginners
should return to the same early
principles. Cut out the frills of a fully

2 ©

THE WAY

FORWARD

BACI(WARDS

says Henry Cotton,
advocating a new plan
for the development
of junior golf
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furnished Clubhouse and expensive
new course development and layout a
basic tee to green construction to
suit the land available, whether it will
accommodate six, nine, or twelve
holes. Leave out bunkers and use the
existing trees, rough and natural
contours as the hazards. Over such a
basic golf course the beginner can
learn the rudiments of the game.

Learning to swing the club, manu-
facture shots from a limited bag of
clubs, understand the rules of golf
and how to behave in company with
fellow golfers. All this for a minimal
charge of about 50p.

Henry Cotton wants to encourage
local authorities to look at their
existing parks and unused land with
the intention of providing these
minimal maintenance areas. Private
land owners with country estates or
race courses with huge tracts of
unused land are to be encouraged to
do the same.

Maintenance of such a basic golf
course would be a fraction of the cost
of the traditional eighteen hole variety,
confined to the cutting of greens, tee
and fairways at regular intervals.
A changing hut with a coffee machine
would suffice instead of a Clubhouse.

Once the junior has achieved a
reasonable standard of play and an
acceptable handicap as well as learning
the rules and etiquette then he or she
would be ready to apply for membership
to the established club.

Miss Leslie Atwood the Secretary of
the Golf Foundation welcomed any
ideas for increased golf facilities for
young people, but said funds were
limited if developers were seeking any
form of grant aid.

She added that all available money
from the Foundation was at present
channeled into coaching both in
schools and through clubs who
welcomed the junior members. Clubs,
she said, were now encouraging the
young beginners and with almost 2,000
golf courses in Britain this country
was far better off in terms of existing

facilities than other European
countries.
1
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS

MEMBERS (Full)
J Hamllton Stutt

12 Bingham Avenue, Poole Dorset BW14 8NE
Telephone: 0202-
Donald Harradine

7, Caslano, Switzerland
091-711561

Fred Hawtree, Martin Hawtree
5 Oxford Slreet W%Oxford ox71TQ
Telephone:

Donald Steel
Cotton Pennink Steel & Partners
Millbuck House, Corporation Street,
Rugby Warwick CB21 2DW
‘elephone: 078877191

Tom McAule
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co. Down, N. Ireland BT20 4RW
Telophom: 0247465953

P.0. Bo 11&eSh Harl;algldnﬁ?mb Emirat
X . ar]ahwq rates
PROVISIONAL

Alistair Rae,
26 Tannoch Road, Uplawmoor Road, Glasgow G78 4AD
Telephone: 050-585-371

Cameron Sinclair
Cotton, Pennink, Steel & Partners
5 Bucklnq'ham Place, l.ondon SW1E 6HR
‘elephone: 01-630-5252

Simon Gidman
Hawtree & Son
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxford OX7 1TQ
Telephone: 0993-811976

OVERSEAS (Full)

Eddie Hackett
28 Ailesbury Drive, Dublin 4, Eire
Telephone: Dublin 691592

Joan Dudok Van Heel
Benkenlaan 4, 1640 St. Genesius, Rode,

Nr. Brussels, Beglum
Telephone: 18

Pier Mancinelli
21 Via Achille Papa 00195, Rome, Italy
Tohphomc 06-36036-35

S. 252 34 Helsi e b %l?.ﬁrins‘to'f{n 3A, Sweden
el borg, o
MWM

OVERSEAS (Provisional)

Kurt RoBknecht
Dennenmoos 5a, m u-Bad ms_n%ﬁachen Germany

Berthet
57-59 Rue Lhomond 75005, Paris, France
Tohphom:ﬂ)s& -50
SENIOR MEMBER

Fraser Middleton
15 Kilmaron Crescent, Cupar, Fife KY15 4DS, Scotland




TRADE Dicciiory

PLACE YOUR SMALL ADS IN THE TRADE DIRECTORY

ARTIFICAL GRASS

The Greensward Company, The Old Hall, Langham,
Oakham, Rutland, Leicestershire LE15 7JE. Tel: Oakham
(0572) 2923 & 56031 Telex: 34362 Greeco G.

P. N. Structures Ltd, 5 Vigo Street, Piccadilly, London,
W1X 1AH. Tel: 01-734-2578.

Design, supply and installation of a completely artificial
grass system, specifically tuned to golf greens and tees.

CONSULTANT AGRONOMISTS

Martyn T. Jones, Consulting Agronomist in Landscape
and Amenity Turf Culture, 41 Pennine Wag, Great
Eccleston, Preston, Lancs. PR3 0YS. Tel: (0995) 70675.

CONTRAVATING AND
BRILLION SERVICE
Boughton Loam Ltd, Boughton Quarry, Boughton,

Northampton. Tel: (0604) 847814.
Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings.

DRAINAGE TUBES AND PIPES

Lamflex coiled perforated drainage pipe to BS 4962 and
kite marked sizes 60m - 80m - 110m and larger sizes
available. Fittings and junctions available to make up
complete systems.

Critchley Bros. Ltd, Brimscombe, Stroud, Glo. GL5 2TH.
Tel: (045) 388 2451,

FERTILIZERS & TOP DRESSINGS

Fisons plc, for the comprehensive turf fertilizer range, and
both bagged and bulk peat and peat/sand top dressings,
delivered nationwide.

Professional Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane,
Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ.

Tel: Ipswich (0473) 830492.

“Maskells” for Comprehensive Range of Fertilizers in
Granular, Powder and Liquid form, Bagged and Bulk
Peat(s), Pulverised Bark(s), Turf Dressings, Soils, Sands,
Composts delivered U.K. el: (01) 476 6321.
Contact: Maskells Golf Course Department

Stephenson Street, London E.16. Quotations by return.

Boughton Loam Ltd, Boughton Quarry,
Northampton. Tel: (0604) 847814.
Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings.

Boughton,

FUNGICIDES

Fisons ple, for Turfclear combined turf fungicide and
worm cast control and Filex against thium and
Professional Horticulture epartment,
Paper Mill Lane, Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ.
Tel: (0473) 830492.

GOLF CLUB SIGNAGE

WOODBLAST SIGNS, Lower Standen Hey, Whalley Road,
Clitheroe, Lancs. BB7 1PP. Tel: (0200) 22156.

Signage with a difference. Quality, plus distinctive and
unusual character. Tee signs showing hole layout.
Prestige entrance signage with club name and golfer
silhouette. Information and direction signs, etc. etc.
COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE.

GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES

Frews Grass Machinery (Scotland) Ltd.,
30-32 Bankhead Drive, Sighthill Industrial Estate,
Edinburgh EH11 4EH. Tel: 031-443-4436.

GRASS MACHINERY
RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS

Henton & Chattell Ltd, London Road, Nottingham,
NG2 3HW. Tel: 0602 862161.

W. Mountain & Son Ltd., Bank Avenue, Morley, Nr. Leeds.
Tel: (0532) 531201-6.
Contact: A. C. Mountain.

Rowes of Chichester, D. Rowe & Co. Ltd., The Hornet,
Chichester, West Sussex PO19 4JW.

Tel: Chichester (0243) 78810. Telex: 86110.

Contact: D. Strange or J. Burfoot.

W. Wilcock & Sons (Preston) Ltd., Walker Street,

Preston PR1 2PR. Tel: Preston 53068.

Go:xdon Low

FLEXIBLE LINERS - BUTYL AND PVC
Water tanks 1000-47500 gall
c/w Butyl liners. Tailor-made
—. Butyl liners for reservoirs and
It ' ponds - any shape, any size.
/=777 Available from your horticultural
i stockist.
Cowes Isle of Wight. Tel: 0983-292151

*o

GRASS SEED

BRITISH SEED HOUSES LTD., Bewsey Industrial Estate,
Pitt Street, Warrington, Cheshire WAS 5LE.
Tel: (0925) 54411.

Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol, Avon.
Tel: (0272) 823691.
Camp Road, Swinderby, Lincolnshire. Tel: (052286) 714.

David Bell Limited, Eastfield Industrial Estate, Penicuik,
Midlothian. Tel: (0968) 78480.

g Inte , Station Road, Finedon,
Wellingborough, Northants NN9 5NT.
Tel: Wellingborough (0933) 680674. Telex: 311234.

IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

Cameron, St. Richard’s Road, Four Pools Industrial Estate,
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 6DP. Tel: Evesham (0386) 49341
Telex: 334141

Wright Rain Ltd, Flordon Road, Newton Flotman, Norwich,
Norfolk NR15 1QX. Tel: Norwich (0508) 470402
Telex: 975015

Wright Rain Ltd, Bank Head, Medway, Sighthill Industrial
Estate, Edinburgh,Scotland EH11 4BY. Tel: (031) 453 4789
Wright Rain Ltd, Unit 3D3, Thorp Arch Trading Estate,

Boston Spa, Wetherby, Yorks. LS23 7BJ.
Tel: Wetherby (0937) 845788

Cameron Irrigation, a Division of Wright Rain Ltd.,
Harwood Industrial Estate, Littlehampton, West Sussex
BN17 7BA. Tel: (09064) 3985. Telex: 877483.

Par 4 Irrigation, Ash Grove Industrial Estate, Ash Grove,
Ripon, N. Yorks. Tel: Ripon (0765) 2175.

Supply, installation and servicing on automatic irrigation
systems. Contact: E. B. Simms or L. Oyston.
Sports Ground Irrigation Co., ‘Hereward Lodge',
Paget Road, Lubenham, Market Harborough, Leics.
Tel: (0858) 63153.

Contact: Mr. M. D. Walker.

T. & G. Turf Irrigation Services, 8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon,
North Yorks. el: (0765) 2941.

Golf Course Irrigation Contractors.

Vibratory Moleplough and Tractor Winch For Hire.
Contact: R. N. Glover or T. Teggin.

Toro Irrigation Ltd., Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate
Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hants. BH24 3SD
Tel: Ringwood 6261/2.

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way East, Woking, Surrey
GU21 5LY. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303.

Supply and installation of golf course irrigation.

Turf Irrigation Services Ltd., Betchton, Sandbach,
Cheshire. Tel: (04775) 255.

Suppliers and installers of automatic irrigation systems.
Contact: R. M. Hume & D. W. Evans.

LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER

Farmura Ltd., Stone Hill Egerton, Nr. Ashford, Kent.
Tel: (0233) 76241.
Contact: Jonathan Harmer.

NAMEPLATES & PLAQUES

Thos. A. Ingram & Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 305, 68 Soho Hill,
Birmingham B19 1BB. Tel: (021) 554 4576.

Full Colour Brochure Available.

(Commemorative Plaques, Seat Plates, etc.)

PEAT

FISONS plc, for good clean sedge peat, bagged and
bulk, delivered nationwide, Sphagnum bales bagged and
bulk also supplied.

Professional Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane,
Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ.

Tel: Ipswich (0473) 830492.

PEAT — BULK

Banks Horticultural Products Ltd., 36 High Street,
Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 7NL. Tel: Market
Harborough 64346.

PESTICIDES
WEEDKILLERS, ETC.

MOLES VANISH — “KILMOL” — Mole Bait makes certain.
A safe and effective method. (not Strychnine) £6 Packs -
Y2 acre agprox.) £16.20 Packs - 3 acres (approx.) (inc. P&P)
CALLIS AVIARIES (G), Lapley, Stafford ST19 9JP
Tel: (0785) 840366.

SAND

Joseph Amold & Sons Ltd., Billington Road, Leighton
Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 8TW. el: Leighton Buzzard
(0525) 372264.

Contact: P. R. Windmill.

Martin Bros. Ltd., 1A Clifton Street, Alderley Edge,
Cheshire SK9 7NN. Tel: (0625) 584571.

Boughton Loam Ltd, Boughton Quarry,

Boughton,
Eon ampton. Tel: (0604) 847814,

ippliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings.

©

SEMI-MATURE TREES

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., Wood Lane off Barston
Lane, Solihull, West Midlands B92 OJL.

Tel: Hampton-in-Arden (06755) 2033/2034.

Contact: Michael Fisher.

SEMI-MATURE TREE PLANT &
LIFE EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., Wood Lane off Barston
Lane, Solihull, West Midlands B92 0JL.
Tel: Hampton-in-Arden (06755) 2033/2034.
Contact: Michael Fisher.

SOIL CONDITIONERS

SOILIFE: Liquid enzymes. ROMILT MARKETING for
K‘our local supplier: North Wyke Farm, Guildford Road,
ormandy, Surrey GU3 2AN. Tel: Guildford (0483) 811933

SOIL STERILIZERS, SIFTERS
AND SHREDDERS
Terra Force, Kent Horticulture Engineers, Prospect Place,
Tonbridge Road, Wateringbury, Kent ME18 5NY.
Tel: Maidstone (0622) 81387. Telex: 965222.
Contact: John Brough.

SPRAYING EQUIPMENT

Evers & Wall Ltd., St. George's Way, Bermuda Industrial

Estate, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV10 7QT.

i Knapsack, Powered and Tractor
Enquiries for Specials Welcomed

TOP DRESSINGS — BULK
& BAGGED
Boughton Loam Ltd, Boughton Quarry, Boughton,

Northampton. Tel: (0604) 847814.
Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings.

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Market

Harborough, Leics. LE16 7NL.

36 High Street,

TORO & ISEKI SALES & SERVICE

County Mowers, Toro Sales and Service, Main Street,
Thorner, Leeds LS14 3DX. Tel: 0532-892627.
Contact: David Birdsall.

D. & J. Needham Ltd., Toro and Iseki, Sales, Service and
arts. (24 hr. Datapost service). Darlington Road,
iddleton-St.-George, Darlington, Co. Durham DL2 1LH.

Tel: (0325) 332991.

Contact: Needham or M. Grange.
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TREES, SHRUBS & PLANTS

Notcutts Nurseries Ltd., Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4AF.
Contact: John Dyter, NDH. (Tel: 03943-3344).

Also incorporating Waterers Nurseries, Bagshot, Surrey.
5 Hlllin% & Co. Limited, Chobham, Woking, Surrey.
5) 7101.

Bob Felton, Sales Manager.

TREE TIES & GUARDS

Toms Tree Ties, (J. Toms Ltd.), Wheeler Street, Headcorn,
Ashford, Kent. Tel: Maidstone (0622) 891111

TURF

J. Brailsford, Thrang End Farm, Yealand, Redmayne,
Carnforth. Telephone: (0524) 781952.
Turf suppliers to the Trade for 30 years of all types.

TURF (SPECIALITY)

Fine purpose glown sports and amenity turf.
ROLAWN (TURF GROWERS) LTD., Elvington, York
YO4 5AR. Tel: (0904) 85661. Telex: 57796. Rolawn G.

VERTI-DRAIN HIRE

Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Limited
27 Vicarage Road, Verwood, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 6DR
Telephone: (0202) 822372

WATER STORAGE

Miline, Elan (Liquid Storage),
Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 0D
Tel: Leominster (0568) 3697.
Contact: Michael D. Cocket.
Suppliers of Water Tanks for Golf Courses.

Specialised suppliers and installers of Liners for
ornamental ponds, lakes and reservoirs.
Irrigation Services Ltd., Betchton,
Cheshire. Tel: (04775) 255.

Suppliers and installers of automatic irrigation systems.
Contact: R. M. Hume & D. W. Evans.

WEEDKILLERS

FISONS plc, for Tritox, selective turf herbicides, Herbazin
total herbicide range and Greenkeeper Extra, combined
weed and feed for turf.

Professional Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane,
Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ.

Tel: Ipswich (0473) 830492.

TStation House, Eye,

Sandbach,
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