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For m a n y yea rs t h i s m a g a z i n e has c o n t i n u o u s l y c a m p a i g n e d fo r a rad i ca l 
i m p r o v e m e n t in t h e f a c i l i t i e s fo r G reenkeepe r T r a i n i n g a n d m a k e s no a p o l o g y 
fo r r e t u r n i n g t o t h i s t h e m e o n c e aga in . 
It is no t on l y t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t needs c h a n g i n g , bu t t h e a t t i t u d e s of t h e 
e m p l o y e r s , in t h e m a i n t h e C o m m i t t e e s , w h o c o n t r o l t h e p r i va te c l u b s in t h e 
Un i t ed K i n g d o m . A s w e have s a i d m a n y t i m e s be fore , t h e c o m m e r c i a l go l f c l ubs , 
t h a t is p rop r i e t o r i a l c o u r s e s a n d ho te l c o m p l e x e s , d o r e c o g n i s e t h e need t o 
m a i n t a i n h i gh s t a n d a r d s requ i res h i gh l y t r a i n e d s t a f f . It is t h e m e m b e r s c lub , 
a n x i o u s t o keep s u b s c r i p t i o n s at a ra te e q u a l to , or b e l o w t h e level of i n f l a t i on , 
w h o v i ew t h e t r a i n i n g of s t a f f as an u n n e c e s s a r y expense . 
Peter A l l i s s , a f o r m e r Pres iden t of t h e B G G A a n d a c h a m p i o n fo r a be t te r dea l fo r 
g reenkeepe rs , recen t l y s u g g e s t e d s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o go l f c l u b s w e r e far t o o low. 
A s e x p e c t e d , t h i s p r o d u c e d an i ra te le t ter t o Go l f W o r l d f r o m a reader w h o s a i d 
t h i s w o u l d t u r n t h e c l o c k b a c k t o t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e c e n t u r y w h e n go l f w a s a 
g a m e t h a t e n c o u r a g e d exc lus i v i t y . He w e n t o n t o s u g g e s t a m e m b e r s h i p fee of 
£10.00 a w e e k w o u l d be b e y o n d t h e m e a n s of m o s t m e m b e r s . 
He m i g h t we l l be r igh t if t h e i n c o m e of t h e m a j o r i t y o f m e m b e r s w a s w i t h i n t h e 
sa la ry range pa id t o g reenkeepe rs , w h i c h a recen t survey s h o w e d ave raged 
£7,000 a year fo r t h e s o u t h of t h e c o u n t r y a n d under £4,500 fo r t h e n o r t h e r n areas . 
At las t m o n t h ' s e x c e l l e n t Mere S e m i n a r , t w o of t h e m o r e e n l i g h t e n e d e x e c u t i v e s 
in go l f , t h e R&A Secre ta ry , M i c h a e l B o n a l l a c k a n d C o m m a n d e r Bi l l McCrea , 
t he Sec re ta r y of W a l t o n Hea th , r e t u r n e d t o t h e t h e m e of g reenkeepe r t r a i n i n g 
a n d put t he i r w e i g h t b e h i n d a c o m p l e t e l y new a t t i t u d e t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
go l f c o u r s e s t a f f . 
Bi l l M c C r e a s a i d t r a i n i n g of h is s t a f f w a s b u d g e t t e d w i t h i n t h e a m o u n t s set 
a s i d e fo r w a g e s , bu t he put s u c h i m p o r t a n c e on e m p l o y e e d e v e l o p m e n t t h i s 
f i g u r e in f u t u r e w o u l d be sp l i t a n d t h e c l u b w o u l d have a s p e c i f i c t r a i n i n g b u d g e t . 
He w e n t o n t o say t h e o n l y w a y f o r w a r d w a s t o have a t r a i n i n g levy on a l l go l f 
c l u b s , so t h e c o s t o f g reenkeepe r d e v e l o p m e n t c o u l d be sha red . T h i s w o u l d 
f i n a n c e h i gh l y c o m p e t e n t i nd i v i dua l s , at a l l leve ls , ready t o m o v e i n to p r o m o t i o n 
p o s i t i o n s , not n e c e s s a r i l y w i t h t he i r o w n c lub . 
There is n o t h i n g new in t h i s idea. T h e I ndus t r i a l T r a i n i n g A c t of 1964 e m p o w e r e d 
G o v e r n m e n t t o set up i n d u s t r i a l t r a i n i n g b o a r d s t o cover every i n d u s t r y in t h e 
c o u n t r y . A l t h o u g h an a g r i c u l t u r a l T r a i n i n g B o a r d w a s f o r m e d a n d f a r m e r s pa id 
a t r a i n i n g levy a n d w e r e g i ven g ran t a id ou t of t h e f u n d fo r t r a i n i n g s t a f f , n o t h i n g 
has ever been d o n e fo r g reenkeepe rs . 
It w o u l d not be t o o d i f f i c u l t fo r t h e Go l f U n i o n s t o i n s t i g a t e s u c h a s c h e m e . 
They a l ready levy a l l go l f c l u b s a r o u n d £1.00 per m e m b e r t o f i n a n c e in ter c o u n t y 
m a t c h e s a n d o t h e r m a t t e r s o f se l f i n d u l g e n c e t h a t rare ly bene f i t t h e ave rage 
go l fe r . T h i s m o n e y , in t h e ma in , g o e s t o a h a n d f u l of very l ow h a n d i c a p p layers , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g less t h a n 1 % of t o t a l c l u b m e m b e r s h i p . 
P ressure o n t h e U n i o n s w i l l have t o c o m e f r o m t h e R&A w h o a d m i t t e d l y have no 
d i rec t c o n t r o l o n t h e w a y U n i o n s run the i r a f f a i r s , bu t no o n e w i l l p e r s u a d e us, 
t h e y d o n ' t have a he l l o f a lot o f i n f l uence . 
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