
Literary Review and 
Educational Supplement 
(Part n) ...by Fred Hawtree 

When I stepped down from the soapbox last month, I 
promised to continue later with a survey of current trends in 
the art of education. But recently, things moved rather fast 
on that front. I myself got caught in the slip stream. 

The Chancellor may not be personally involved in 
hammering the improving stuff into the Class A brains who 
now make it to the University in Oxford but the election of 
a new one in March, judged by the four candidates, should 
have reminded us that scholarship and achievement are 
not poles apart. Something is transferred at lectures and 
tutorials which stands the recipient in good stead when he 
tackles the wide world later. Those of you concerned with 
training and apprenticeship should clearly ponder how best 
the greenkeeping experience of one generation and even 
earlier ones may be passed on attractively and efficiently 
to the next. 

One common gambit used by old hands in lecturing, is 
to start with an anecdote aimed at waking up the hard core 
of resistance in the back row. They then find it difficult to 
drop off again and acquire at least a taste of the tougher 
meat prepared to follow. That is not my main purpose in 
side tracking you with a real life drama for a few more 
minutes, just when you hoped you could stop pacing up and 
down impatiently. I have first to explain that as the result of 
the election mentioned, I am now vastly better qualified for 
the task in hand. No! It is very kind of you but, to the regret of 
academics everywhere, I myself was not elected Chancellor. 
Nor indeed, was I a candidate at all, although one only needs 
a couple of M.A. chums to sign a nomination. Nevertheless, in 
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the run-up to polling day, powerful forces were unleashed 
which gave my own C.V. a belated nudge in the direction of 
the higher echelons. 

Devising job-creative titles is now an important industry 
and associations like our own produce some elegant devices. 
APFOLM (Association of Playing Field Officers and 
Landscape Managers) is my favourite, with UKASTA (United 
Kingdom Agricultural Supply Trade Association), a snappy 
second. 

FRHS is another quantum leap. I myself qualified for it 
once. I found, while waiting at the gates of the Chelsea 
Flower Show, that a subscription to the Royal Horticultural 
Society paid there and then would get me in for nothing with 
the RHS journal for the rest of the year. I paid up and looked 
round that particular show with a sense of involvement 
that only another Fellow can understand. And it only cost 
a few quid. 

I believe that the Zoological Society offers a similar 
enticement so with just two more subscriptions, your visiting 
card could read: 'A. N. Other, F.Z.S., F.R.H.S., M.B.I.G.G.A. 
We can now see the wisdom of the Steering Committee in 
slipping the International' into the Association's title. 
The casual observer will interpret this initial as an Institute of 
some sort, a leap forward which translated the Groundsmen's 
Association several years ago from N.A.G. to I.O.G. 

The objection to this type of qualification is the need to 
send off cheques every year to stay in the race. But those 
who disdain routine learning will just have to pay up and 
hope they can get it off their Income Tax. If they also disdain 
to write the cheques then there is nothing more I can do. 
They had better turn to Page 3, though not necessarily in 
this publication. 

If anybody is still out there, let me warn them that in 
return for regulation studies even the one-off appendage is 
not always what it seems. Let us go back to that election 
in which, as you will remember, your man Roy Jenkins was 
successful. In fact, let's go back further still to 1938 when 
after three years of heavy research at the Frilford Heath 
Golf Course and at the Majestic Cinema in the Botley Road, 
I was allowed, through some superbly perceptive system, 
to add the letters 'B.A.' to my record. I flashed them around 
for a bit but people tended to shy off, so I soon gave them up. 

Nevertheless, it was rumoured at the time that if one 
remained on the college books for a further period, at 
modest cost because not in residence, there were exciting 
possibilities for further advancement without the need even 
to attend at the Majestic Cinema. (No wonder it is now an 
MFI furniture store). So I stayed, as they say, tuned. 
But when the qualification period expired, the Imperial Forces 
of the Nipponese Emperor declined to let me out of Cycle 
Camp in Batavia to attend at the Sheldonian Theatre in 
Oxford and go through the appropriate motions. They said 
it was too far and in any case I could acquire the degree 
in absentia which is how they were dishing them out at 
the Yokohama Tech. Unfortunately, communications were 
poor, consisting mainly of one pre-printed post card each 
year on which one was invited to select a few statements, 
the choice being limited to something like:-

• I am well 

• The Nipponese look after us very well 
• I hope you are well 
Q Our Nipponese guards are very well 
• I hope is well 
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I d i d n o t c o n s i d e r i t w i s e t o a d d a n y 
w i t t y p o s t s c r i p t s in c a s e m y n e x t 
p o s t c a r d m i g h t be s h o r t e r s t i l l : -

• I a m no t s o w e l l . 

T h u s , I s t a y e d o n t h e b o t t o m r u n g o f 
t h e l a d d e r b o t h t h e n a n d f o r t h e n e x t 
49 y e a r s , in f a c t , u n t i l t w o m o n t h s a g o , 
j u s t b e f o r e t h e e l e c t i o n in M a r c h . 

A s y o u m a y k n o w , L o r d B l a k e , t h e 
P r o v o s t o f Q u e e n ' s C o l l e g e , w a s a 
c a n d i d a t e a n d i t w a s no t u n n a t u r a l 
t h a t a le t t e r s h o u l d a r r i ve f r o m t h e 
c o l l e g e B u r s a r t o let m e k n o w t h a t 
v o t i n g w o u l d t a k e p l a c e o n M a r c h 14 th 
& 16 th . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a n M.A . d e g r e e 
w a s t h e m i n i m u m q u a l i f i c a t i o n , bu t 
B .A . ' s w h o h a d never g o n e t h a t f a r 
n e e d n o t be f i l l e d w i t h r e m o r s e . 
T h e y c o u l d be e n t e r e d f o r a s i m p l e 
bu t m o v i n g c e r e m o n y o n 7 t h M a r c h a t 
w h i c h t h e M a s t e r ' s d e g r e e w o u l d be 
q u i e t l y p i n n e d in absentia o n t h e 
p h a n t o m b r e a s t s o f t h o s e w o r t h y o f 
t h a t d i s t i n c t i o n . T o be w o r t h y , y o u h a d 
t o s e n d in (Wait for it!) a c h e q u e f o r £9. 

W h a t w o u l d y o u h a v e d o n e ? M y s e l f 
I w e n t r o u n d t o The Feathers, o n e o f 
W o o d s t o c k ' s l e a d i n g e a t e r i e s , a n d 
s t u d i e d t h e m e n u o n t h e w a l l o u t s i d e . 
W h a t c o u l d I ge t f o r £9? T h e c u i s i n e 
is nouvelle anglo-américaine w h i c h 
t e n d s t o c o n f u s e t h e c u s t o m e r i n t o 
u n c e r t a i n t y w h e t h e r he is e a t i n g t h e 
m e a t c o u r s e o r t h e f r u i t s a l a d . T h e r e 
w a s n o t h i n g f o r £9. Bu t f o r £12.50 I 
c o u l d h a v e " M e d a l l i o n s o f M o n k f i s h 
s e r v e d w i t h a w a r m R a s p b e r r y V i n a i -
g r e t t e a n d g a r n i s h e d w i t h s l i c e s o f 
c a r r o t a n d o r a n g e " (I w a r n e d y o u , 
d i d n ' t I?). 

I c a m e t o o n e o f t h o s e s n a p d e c i s i o n s 
w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e t h e l a t e d e v e l o p e r . 
A f t e r a l i f e - t i m e d e v o t e d t o t h e in te l -
l e c t u a l a d v a n c e m e n t o f g r e e n k e e p e r s , 
it w o u l d be u n g r a t e f u l t o t u r n d o w n 
t h e c a r e e r - b e s t a v a i l a b l e o n M a r c h 7 t h 
a n d s t u p i d t o s q u a n d e r a n e x t r a £3.50 
i n t o t h e b a r g a i n . . . o n R A S P B E R R I E S ! 
I w e n t h o m e a n d w r o t e t o t h e B u r s a r . 
T h i s l o n g f l i r t a t i o n , j u s t o n e y e a r s h o r t 
o f ha l f a c e n t u r y , c o u l d n o w be b r o u g h t 
t o t h e a l t a r a n d m a d e o f f i c i a l . M o r e o v e r 
I s h o u l d no t be o n e o f t h o s e w h o 
p e e v i s h l y r e t u r n e d t h e m a r r i a g e 
c e r t i f i c a t e if m y f a v o u r i t e f e l l a t t h e 
l as t vo te . T h i s t i m e it w a s f o r rea l . 

W e s h o u l d n o w be c o m i n g t o w h a t 
I p r o m i s e d y o u , bu t I a m so r r y . I h a v e 
no t b e e n w a t c h i n g t h e c l o c k a n d t h e 
a l a r m h a s j u s t g o n e t o s w i t c h o n t h e 
TV f o r t h e O p e n U n i v e r s i t y c o u r s e 
w h i c h is m y n e x t c h o s e n h u r d l e . 

T h e n u t s a n d b o l t s o f g r e e n k e e p i n g 
e d u c a t i o n w i l l t h e r e f o r e h a v e t o w a i t 
u n t i l M a y . A t l eas t y o u r e a l i s e n o w 
t h a t i t ' s no t j u s t a n y o l d h a c k t h a t ' s 
f e e d i n g y o u t h e r a w m a t e r i a l . I t ' s 
c o m i n g s t r a i g h t f r o m t h e t o p . 

S o w h a t ' s a n o t h e r m o n t h in t h e 
g r e a t s c h o o l o f l i f e? A n d w h a t , p r o v i d e d 
y o u ge t t h e r e in t h e e n d , a re 49 y e a r s . 

Part III next month takes you behind 
the scenes in the echoing halls of 
agronomy and exposes the secret 
methods as well as the passions and 
jealousies of the greenkeeping 
advisory world. RESERVE YOUR COPY 
NOW! 

OBITUARY 
O l d e r N o r t h e r n S e c t i o n m e m b e r s 

a n d o t h e r s , w h o r e m e m b e r J i m E l l i s , 
w i l l be s o r r y t o hea r o f t h e s u d d e n 
d e a t h o f h i s w i d o w , Ed i t h . S h e d i e d 
u n e x p e c t e d l y , o n M o n d a y 2 3 r d 
M a r c h o n her w a y t o h o s p i t a l f o r 
t e s t s . 

J i m h a d b e e n H e a d G r e e n k e e p e r 
a n d a l s o i n v o l v e d in t h e c o n s t r u c -
t i o n o f t h e St . Ives c o u r s e a t B i n g l e y , 
b e f o r e m o v i n g t o S t a n d G.C. a t 
M a n c h e s t e r . 

F r o m t h e r e he t o o k o n t h e t w o 
n e w c o u r s e s a t S a i n t N o m La 
B r e t e c h e , n e a r Par i s , w h i l e i t w a s 
s t i l l u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

E d i t h s e t t l e d d o w n m a g n i f i c e n t l y 
t o l i f e in F r a n c e a n d g a v e h i m every 
s u p p o r t . H e b r o u g h t b o t h c o u r s e s t o 
p e r f e c t i o n , b u t w a s t h e n s a d l y k i l l e d 
in a r o a d c r a s h in F r a n c e o n 10 th 
A u g u s t 1961 w h i l e o n h i s w a y t o 
E n g l a n d f o r t h e A n n u a l B .G.G.A. 
T o u r n a m e n t a t B r i d l i n g t o n . 

E d i t h i s s u r v i v e d by her s o n 
M a r t i n , he r d a u g h t e r K a t h l e e n a n d 
t h r e e g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

W e e x t e n d o u r d e e p e s t s y m p a t h y 
t o her f a m i l y . 

F .W.H . 

We've done our groundwork. 
So you can do yours. Fasten And easier 

The Triple M five-bladed model, superb value I 
from around £2,599.00 (+VAT). 

To G. D. Mountf ie ld Ltd., Reform Road, Maidenhead, 
Berks. 5L6 8QD. Telephone: (0628) 39161 
A Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLC Company. 
• Please send me l i terature and the name o f my nearest dealer. 
• I would like a Triple M demonstrat ion. 

I Name : 

Mountfield's new British built, Triple M cylinder mower 
is specially designed to cut time as well as grass. With 
three 5 Cor 7) bladed cylinders giving a broad 66" cut, the 
Triple M makes short work of just over 2 acres an hour. 

Take off the cylinders and you have your own tow-
truck or tractor! 

It can be manoeuvred effortlessly round 
awkward areas. And, with a low centre of 

gravity, will cut across slopes as easily as the 
flat. Five forward gears, plus reverse, give a 

range of speeds up to 6Vz m.p.h. So it will cope with 
a variety of grass and ground conditions. 
Maintenance? No problem. It's designed and constructed 
to make maintenance quick and easy. 
Reliable too. The powerful 8 hp Briggs and Stratton . 
engine with electric start, is guaranteed for two years. 
In short, it's a machine that embodies everything you've 
ever wanted from a large area mower. And everything 
you'd expect from Mountfield quality. 
Seeing is believing. Our demonstrator will be happy to 
visit you, and show you the Triple M in action. For a free 
demonstration or literature, complete the coupon. 

triple m 
Address . K Mountfield 

LF Postcode . Telephone No. (day) . 


