
Pushing not pulling saves golf ballsl 

Grounds technician Bernie Johnson sweeps the Bellerive Country Club driving range 
with the club's unique front-mounted ball picker 

W i t h a l i t t l e i ngenu i t y , t h e Be l le r i ve 
C o u n t r y C l u b has d r a s t i c a l l y r e d u c e d 
t h e n u m b e r of ba l l s los t o n i t s d r i v i ng 
range. 

No t o n l y has t h i s saved m o n e y , it 
has e n a b l e d t h e c l u b t o p rov ide a 
be t te r se rv i ce fo r d r i v i ng range users 
by e n s u r i n g ba l l s a re read i l y ava i l ab le , 
even o n t h e b u s i e s t w e e k e n d s . 

T h e Be l le r i ve C o u n t r y C l u b at St. 
Lou is , o p e n e d in 1962 a n d in 1965 
h o s t e d t h e U.S. Open , w o n by Gary 
P layer in a p lay -o f f w i t h Ca l Nege l . 
The c l u b t o d a y has c l o s e t o 400 
m e m b e r s , a n d i t s 18-ho le c o u r s e 
a c c o m m o d a t e s a b o u t 20,000 r o u n d s of 
go l f e a c h season . 

The c l u b ' s d r i v i ng range i s sues 
400-500 dozen ba l l s in an ave rage 
day . At busy w e e k e n d s t h e y s o m e t i m e s 
requ i re up t o 900 dozen ba l l s . Keep ing 
ava i l ab l e t h e s u p p l y of go l f ba l l s t o 
mee t t h e s e d e m a n d s is no s m a l l t ask . 

Las t sp r i ng , under t h e d i r e c t i o n of 
Go l f Pro Gary Fee, t h e c l u b ' s ma in -
t e n a n c e s h o p r i gged up a u n i q u e idea 
t o re t r ieve m o r e of t h e ba l l s f r o m t h e 
d r i v i ng range. 

They t o o k a s t a n d a r d ba l l p i cke r , 
bu t m o d i f i e d t h e h i t c h so t h e un i t 
c o u l d be f r o n t - m o u n t e d on a C u s h m a n 
Haulster® u t i l i t y veh ic le . The idea has 
pa id o f f we l l . 

" W h e n w e c h a n g e d t h e ba l l p i cke r 
f r o m 'pu l l ' t o ' p u s h ' w e i n c r e a s e d by 
5 0 % - 6 0 % t h e n u m b e r of ba l l s w e w e r e 
ab le t o p i ck up, even w h e n t h e tu r f is 
so f t . On harder g r o u n d , w e get near ly 
a l l of t h e m " , s a i d res iden t p r o f e s s i o n a l 
Gary Fee. 

" T o o m a n y ba l l s w e r e c r u s h e d i n to 
t h e g r o u n d w h e n w e used a pu l l - t ype 
p icker . T h o s e never ge t re t r i eved " . 

Be ing a b l e t o re t r ieve m o r e of t h e 
ba l l s a l s o m e a n s f e w e r t r i p s over t h e 
d r i v i ng range. 

" D u r i n g t h e week , w e c a n u s u a l l y 
keep an a d e q u a t e s u p p l y ava i l ab l e by 
p i c k i n g up t h e ba l l s every even ing . 
O n w e e k e n d s , t h o u g h , w e u s u a l l y have 
t o run over t h e range o n c e or t w i c e 
d u r i n g t h e d a y , p l u s a g a i n in t h e 
e v e n i n g " . 

Fee s a y s it t a k e s an hou r t o an hou r 
a n d a ha l f t o " s w e e p " t h e f a i r w a y area. 
T w o or t h ree d a y s a w e e k t h e y a l s o 
s w e e p t h e rough , w h i c h t a k e s a b o u t 
a n o t h e r 45 m i n u t e s . The f r o n t - m o u n t e d 
p i cke r w o r k s we l l there , t oo . 

The ba l l p i cke r r ig is m o u n t e d o n a 
s t a n d a r d C u s h m a n 4 5 2 H a u l s t e r 
veh ic le , e q u i p p e d w i t h a c a r g o box 
a n d t a i l g a t e so it c a n be used fo r o the r 
h a u l i n g cho res . 

The c a b w a s m o d i f i e d by r e p l a c i n g 
t he r i gh t -hand doo r w i t h a s tee l m e s h 
cove r ing , a n d c o v e r i n g t h e l e f t - hand 
w i n d o w a r e a w i t h s t e e l m e s h f o r 
o p e r a t o r p r o t e c t i o n . A p l e x i g l a s s 
w i n d s h i e l d w a s i ns ta l l ed , t oo . 

The p i cke r un i t i t se l f is a s t a n d a r d 
m e c h a n i c a l ba l l p i cke r , w i t h whee l -
m o u n t e d rubber f i n g e r s t h a t p i ck t h e 
ba l l s ou t o f t h e tu r f . A s t h e w h e e l s 
ro ta te , t h e ba l l s are " b r u s h e d " ou t o f 
t h e f i n g e r s a n d d r o p i n t o s i x w i r e 
b a s k e t s a h e a d of t h e p i cke r w h e e l s . 

" I t ' s rea l l y a s i m p l e i n n o v a t i o n " , 
s a y s Fee, " b u t it has c e r t a i n l y p roved 
w o r t h w h i l e fo r Be l le r ive C o u n t r y C l u b " . 

R0LAWN TURF 
FOR FESTIVAL 

A n e x c l u s i v e c o n t r a c t t o s u p p l y 
50,000 s q u a r e y a r d s of p u r p o s e - g r o w n 
tu r f t o t h e 1988 G l a s g o w G a r d e n 
Fes t i va l , has been w o n by a Y o r k s h i r e 
f i r m of t u r f g r o w e r s . 
Rolawn o f E l v i ng ton , near York , b e g a n 
in S c o t l a n d 12 yea rs a g o w i t h j u s t ha l f 
an acre . They are n o w Europe ' s la rges t 
g r o w e r s of tu r f . 

The c o m p a n y c u l t i v a t e s over 1,000 
ac res in v a r i o u s pa r t s of t h e c o u n t r y 
a n d se l l s over 2 m ro l l s a year t o t h e 
genera l l a n d s c a p i n g m a r k e t , d o m e s t i c 
g a r d e n e r s a n d t o p s p o r t i n g c l u b s . 

The la tes t o rder , fo r t h e 120-acre 
C l y d e s i d e g a r d e n fes t i va l s i t e w i l l be 
s u p p l i e d over t h e nex t 12 m o n t h s . 
The c o m p a n y is a l s o c o n t r i b u t i n g 
£18,500 in s p o n s o r s h i p . 

The £35m. f es t i va l o p e n s nex t May 
fo r f ive m o n t h s . The s i t e w i l l be used 
la ter m a i n l y fo r h o u s i n g . 

INTER SEEDS EXPAND 
THEIR DISTRIBUTION 
Inter Seeds , m a n a g e d by J e r e m y 

H o w a r t h , have a n n o u n c e d t h e appo in t -
men t of m a i n d i s t r i b u t o r s fo r t he i r 
PRO-Range of g r a s s seed m i x t u r e s 
a n d PRO-FLORA range of w i l d f l o w e r 
seeds a c r o s s t h e U.K. 

T h e n o r t h is cove red by Trident, 
b a s e d at Pop la r S i te , K n u t s f o r d Road, 
L y m m , Chesh i re . 

In S c o t l a n d t h e a g e n c y has g o n e t o 
McNab Sports Supplies, b a s e d at 
32 M c B a i n P lace, K in ross , F i fe , under 
t h e c o n t r o l o f Mr. D u n c a n M c N a b , 
at o n e t i m e w i t h S p o r t s Tur f S u r f a c e s 
be fo re s e t t i n g up o n h is o w n . 

In N o r t h e r n I re land t h e a g e n c y has 
g o n e t o Samuel Stewart (Belfast) 
Limited, b a s e d at G l e n g o r m l e y Park. 

The d e c i s i o n w a s t a k e n t o l ink w i t h 
t h e s e c o m p a n i e s b e c a u s e of t he i r 
s t r o n g e x i s t i n g c u s t o m e r c o n t a c t . 
In a d d i t i o n , J e r e m y H o w a r t h , w a s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e i r 
e f f i c i e n c y a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n w h i c h he 
fee ls w i l l be w e l c o m e d a n d a p p r e c i a t e d 
by t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l a m e n i t y c u s t o m e r . 

T h e e x t e n s i v e PRO range of g r a s s 
s e e d s i n c l u d e m i x t u r e s o f s p o r t , 
l a n d s c a p i n g a n d r e c l a m a t i o n wo rk . 
Va r i e t i es used i n c l u d e t h e h i gh l y ra ted 
L i sabe l l e , L i s u n a a n d L i l o t t a pe renn ia l 
r y e g r a s s e s , L i f a l l a a n d L i r o u g e 
C h e w i n g ' s f e s c u e s a n d N F G T h e o d o r 
Roemer C r e e p i n g Red Fescue . In 
a d d i t i o n s p e c i a l m i x t u r e s c a n be 
f o r m u l a t e d t o s u i t i n d i v i d u a l 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

The PRO-FLORA range i n c l u d e s 
m i x t u r e s of w i l d f l o w e r s fo r a c i d 
neu t ra l a n d c a l c a r e o u s so i l s as we l l 
as heavy so i l s , s a n d y s o i l s a n d s h a d y 
e n v i r o n m e n t s . A new m i x t u r e fo r 1987 
e x c l u s i v e t o Inter Seeds is t h e PRO-
F L O R A V I I I - "O ld Eng l i sh M e a d o w M i x " 
w h i c h is t h e resu l t of ha r ves t i ng a 
na tu ra l m e a d o w . 



NEW APPOINTMENTS 

GREENKEEPER JOINS 
RIGBY TAYLOR 

Mar t i n D i g n a m has j o i ned Rigby Tay lo r 
L im i t ed and w i l l be respons ib le for d i rec t 
sa les in t he Nor th . 

Mar t i n , 29, s t a r t e d h is ca reer in 
Greenkeep ing at Phoen ix Park Spo r t s 
C lub , B r a d f o r d a n d la ter m o v e d t o 
W o o d h a l l H i l l s G o l f C l u b as f i r s t 
ass i s tan t , whe re he o b t a i n e d C i ty and 
Gu i l ds in Greenkeep ing and Spor t s Tur f 
M a n a g e m e n t . Th is s u b s e q u e n t l y led t o 
h is a p p o i n t m e n t as Head Greenkeeper at 
Kna resbo rough Gol f C lub. 

A keen go l fe r he has w o n several ma jo r 
c o m p e t i t i o n s i n c l u d i n g t h e B.G.G.A. 
P r e s i d e n t ' s T r o p h y , a n d l a s t y e a r 
q u a l i f i e d fo r t he J a c o b s e n N a t i o n a l 
F ina ls he ld at H u n s t a n t o n Gol f C lub in 
Nor fo l k and f i n i shed a c o m m e n d a b l e 9th. 

He is w e l c o m e d to h is new pos i t i on at 
Rigby Tay lor by J o h n Ho l t , t he Bo l t on 
based Sa les Manager and a s ing le f i gu re 
go l fe r h imse l f . 

Martin Dignam (left) about to set off on his round, 
is welcomed to the staff by Sales Manager John Holt 

Fairway yardage markers 
A sub jec t ce r ta in t o p roduce con t ro -

vers ia l d i s c u s s i o n in t he bar of any 
go l f c lub , c o n c e r n s f a i rway markers . 

There are s o m e w h o bel ieve d i s t a n c e 
gu ides des t roy t h e sp i r i t of t h e game, 
t a k i n g a w a y the v i sua l e s t i m a t e of 
w h i c h c l u b t o use. O the rs t ake t he 
v iew they speed up p lay and as m o s t 
keen m e m b e r s a l ready car ry de ta i l ed 
no tes of d i s t a n c e m a r k s at the i r o w n 
cou rse paced ou t t o w i t h i n a foo t of t he 
p in pos i t i on , an 'on cou rse ' marker 
w o u l d appear not t o o f f e n d aga ins t t he 
ru les. 

The expe r i enced c a d d y o n t he ma jo r 
cou rses is e x p e c t e d not on l y to g ive 
the go l fe r ya rdages , but a l so adv ise 
t he c l u b t o use and the l ine of 
app roach , so fo r t h o s e go l f e r s w h o 
do not have t h i s adv ice or know the 
course , f a i rway marke rs w o u l d not 
seem unfa i r e i ther . 

S o m e c l u b s a l ready put w h i t e ma rks 
on t rees or p lant eas i l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e 
sh rubs at t h e 150 ya rd mark , but an 

A m e r i c a n c o m p a n y have now c o m e up 
w i t h a c o m p l e t e l y new idea - w h i t e 
' p l a s t i c m u s h r o o m s ' let i n t o t h e 
fa i rways . 

T h e i n v e n t o r , Ed C a r m e n h a s 
des igned the ' m u s h r o o m s ' in s u c h a 
way tha t t he base is let i n to t he 
g r o u n d and the top , s t a n d i n g s l i gh t l y 
p roud so it can be seen, is f i t t ed on 
t o t he ' s ta lk ' . 

They d o not have t o be removed 
for f a i r w a y m o w i n g , because as t he 
mower moves over t h e t o p it is pushed 
f la t t o t he tu r f level a n d c o m p l e t e l y 
m i s s e s t he revo lv ing cu t te rs . 

If w h i t e t o p s o f f e n d the eye they 
can be p rov ided in red, green or b lue 
or d i f f e ren t c o l o u r s used at vary ing 
d i s t a n c e s d o w n the fa i rway . 

Th is s y s t e m is not yet ava i lab le 
in B r i t a in , bu t if t he re are any 
d i s t r i b u t o r s w h o m igh t l ike t o marke t 
the idea, Ed Ca rmen can be c o n t a c t e d 
at Fa i rway Produc ts , P.O. Box 611, 
Elmer, New Jersey 08318. 

ATDABRO 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L L T D 

Bruce C u s w o r t h had j o i n e d the s ta f f 
o f D a b r o I n t e r n a t i o n a l as S a l e s 
Manager . 

He is mar r i ed w i t h t w o teenage 
ch i l d ren and l ives near Shawbury . 

He has an O.N.D. in M e c h a n i c a l 
Eng ineer ing and C.&G. in Ag r i cu l t u ra l 
Eng ineer ing . 

B r u c e ' s i n t e r e s t s i n c l u d e D.I.Y., 
Mo to r Spor t , Sa i l i ng and Shoo t i ng . 

Head ing up the S a l e s / D e m o n s t r a t i o n 
Team is A n d r e w S m i t h w h o l ives in 
Cho lmonde ley , Chesh i re . 

Mr. S m i t h p rev ious ly e m p l o y e d by 
the Burgess Group for t he last e igh t 
years, b r i ngs a w e a l t h of expe r ience t o 
Dabro, espec ia l l y in the f i e ld of T rac to r 
m e c h a n i c s and hyd rau l i cs . 

A n d r e w is a very ac t i ve s p o r t s m a n 
and has a w i d e range of i n te res ts f r o m 
Ski - ing t o Parachu te J u m p i n g . 

BRUCE CUSWORTH 
Sales Manager 



BLOWER VAC 
A por tab le , easy t o opera te , b l o w e r 

vac is i n t r o d u c e d by M c C u l l o c h . T h i s 
not on l y c l e a n s by b l o w i n g t h e deb r i s 
away , but a l so conve r t s q u i c k l y i n t o 
a v a c u u m c leaner , s u c k i n g t h e r u b b i s h 
up i n to a s t u rdy fab r i c bag w i t h a 
c a p a c i t y of 60 l i t res . 

It has an air b l o w i n g ve loc i t y of 
140mph w i t h a 21cc e n g i n e a n d a 
m u l c h i n g s u c t i o n f a n t ha t r educes t h e 
v o l u m e of t h e debr i s . The V A C un i t is 
d e s i g n e d t o v a c u u m up leaves, s m a l l 
b i t s of paper , s m a l l t w i g s , w e e d s , 
g r a s s c l i p p i n g s , e t c . a n d c o m e s 
c o m p l e t e w i t h shou lde r ha rness . 

The b l owe r vac w e i g h t s 5kgs a n d 
c o m e s in a t t r a c t i v e f o u r c o l o u r 
p a c k a g i n g . It is ava i l ab le at a re ta i l 
p r i ce of £189.95 and is d i s t r i b u t e d by 
Mark t (UK) Ltd. 

WENTWORTH JOB 
GOES TO KEVIN MUNT 

The a p p o i n t m e n t of Kev in M u n t at 
p resen t H e a d Greenkeepe r at Roya l 
D o r n o c h t o t h e p r e s t i g i o u s p o s i t i o n of 
C o u r s e M a n a g e r at W e n t w o r t h has 
n o w e n d e d c o n s i d e r a b l e s p e c u l a t i o n 
as t o w h o m w o u l d s u c c e e d Ger ry Co ley 
at t h i s w o r l d f a m o u s Sur rey go l f cou rse . 

T h e p o s i t i o n w a s w i d e l y a d v e r t i s e d 
t o f i n d t h e r igh t p e r s o n t o f i l l t h e s h o e s 
of o n e of g o l f ' s m o s t c o m p e t e n t 
g r e e n k e e p e r s a n d it is u n d e r s t o o d 
t h e c o m p e t i t i o n w a s m o r e t h a n f ie rce . 

De ta i l s fo r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e 
new ' S o u t h Cou rse ' have a l s o been 
f i n a l i s e d a n d w o r k is d u e t o s ta r t t h i s 
s u m m e r t o a d e s i g n by J o h n J a c o b s in 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Gary Player a n d 
W e n t w o r t h ' s r e s i d e n t p r o f e s s i o n a l 
Be rna rd Ga l l ache r . 

It c a n a l s o be a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e 
c o n s u l t a n t s fo r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n are 
t he S p o r t s Tur f Resea rch I n s t i t u t e at 
B ing ley , w h o w i l l a l s o ac t as c o n s u l t a n t 
a g r o n o m i s t s t o t h e w h o l e of t h e 
W e n t w o r t h go l f c o m p l e x . 

The new c o u r s e c o n s t r u c t i o n is 
e x p e c t e d t o t a k e at leas t e i g h t e e n 
m o n t h s t o c o m p l e t e , w i t h an o p e n i n g 
d a t e s o m e t i m e in 1990-1991. 

P lans t o renew t h e W e n t w o r t h Club-
h o u s e have however hi t an u n f o r s e e n 
snag . The bu i l d i ng , gene ra l l y a c c e p t e d 
as ug ly a n d by m a n y as a m o n s t r o s i t y , 
has had a c l a s s 2 l i s ted b u i l d i n g 
r e g u l a t i o n s l a p p e d on it by t h e Dept . 
of t h e E n v i r o n m e n t . H o w t h i s has 
o c c u r r e d no-one c a n env i sage , un less 
a l oca l res iden t or s o m e o n e w i t h a 
c o n f u s e d sense of a r c h i t e c t u r e has 
m a d e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t o t h e D. of E. 

T h e o w n e r s w i l l n o w have t o go 
t h r o u g h t h e f o r m a l i t i e s of a p l a n n i n g 
app rova l be fo re f u r t he r p rog ress is 
made . 

FOR ALL S P O R T S TURF IRRIGATION 
Y o u c a n ' t b e a t u s w h e n it c o m e s t o f i r s t c l a s s i r r i g a t i o n . 
W i t h o v e r 15 y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e b e h i n d us , w e h a v e i n s t a l l e d i r r i g a t i o n 
s y s t e m s al l o v e r B r i t a i n , in al l t h e b e s t p l a c e s , a n d o u r s p r i n k l e r s 
p o p - u p in I r e l a n d , in E u r o p e a n d in A f r i c a . 

B u t y o u p r o b a b l y k n o w a b o u t o u r pas t . In t h e f u t u r e w e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
o f f e r t h e b e s t a u t o m a t i c i r r i g a t i o n i n s t a l l a t i o n s b u t n o w w e a r e A L S O 
O F F E R I N G A N E W R A N G E O F S P R I N K L E R S , C O N T R O L L E R S A N D 
O T H E R S P E C I A L I S T E Q U I P M E N T , A L L D E S I G N E D A N D B U I L T B Y 
W A T E R M A T I O N IN E N G L A N D . 

It isn ' t a l l " j u s t g r a s s " t o u s — s o m e t i m e s it i sn ' t e v e n g r a s s at a l l . W e a l s o 
d e s i g n s p r i n k l e r s y s t e m s f o r a r t i f i c i a l s u r f a c e s . 

S o if y o u h a v e a go l f c o u r s e , t e n n i s c o u r t , b o w l i n g g r e e n , r u n n i n g t r a c k , 
f o o t b a l l p i t c h . . . o r e v e n a w h o l e t o w n t o b e i r r i g a t e d a n d m o n i t o r e d in t h e 
M i d d l e East , w e c a n o f f e r y o u i r r i g a t i o n e q u i p m e n t w h i c h is s p e c i a l l y 
d e s i g n e d a n d s u i t a b l e f o r t h e n e e d s of t h o s e a r e a s . 

N a t u r a l l y , w e c a n st i l l s u p p l y y o u w i t h a l l o u r u s u a l r a n g e of e q u i p m e n t 
a n d s p a r e s a n d in f a c t w e n o w h a v e t h e m o s t c o m p r e h e n s i v e r a n g e o f 
i r r i g a t i o n e q u i p m e n t in t h e C o u n t r y . T H E C H O I C E IS Y O U R S . 
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YTS GIVES BRADFORD SCHOOL-LEAVERS 
JOBS ON THE GOLF COURSE 

The Shipley College of Science and 
Technology at Bradford are currently 
running a two year YTS scheme for 
trainees in Horticulture and Green-
keeping. 

Bradford, to the non-Yorkshire man 
conjures up ideas of satanic, dark, 
damp woollen mills, working around 
the clock converting Australian sheep 
fleeces into cloth. Or perhaps a city 
now more associated with Karachi 
and Calcutta, brim full of an immigrant 
population complete with curry and 
their Eastern cultures. 

Part of both these images are true, 
but Bradford is also surrounded by 
some of Britain's finest countryside, 
starting a mere mile or two from the 
centre of the city. 

What better place to develop golf 
courses. Many of them, now overtaken 
by residential sprawl, which has had 
the unplanned advantage of dropping 
oases of countryside into urban 
development. 

The Shipley College has fifteen golf 
clubs in the immediate area who have 
offered to provide placements for 
students taking the two year course. 
All these clubs have been approved by 
the MSC Assessors as suitable 'on job' 
training grounds for those young 
people who have expressed a desire to 
work in golf course maintenance. 

The two year training course 
consists of twenty weeks of horti-

cultural theory, plus a proportion of 
continuing education. This takes place 
in the College spread over a number of 
one and two week blocks. The rest of 
the time is spent at the golf clubs 
under the supervision of the Head 
Greenkeeper. 

There is an advantage for both 
parties. The trainee is able to learn 
at first hand the skills of amenity 
turf maintenance, the club receives 
an extra pair of hands, plus a 
Manpower Services Grant. And what 
else must not be forgotten, the Head 
Greenkeeper also gains a tremendous 
inner satisfaction from seeing the 
development of a raw callow youth into 
a skilled greenkeeper, under his 
guidance. 

The YTS trainees at Shipley College 
follow the syllabus for the C & G 
Horticulture Phase 1 and 2 for two 
years and if successful can go on to 
take the C & G Groundsmanship and 
Sports Turf Management Course over 
the following year. 

Last year the Department of Trade 
and Industry organised a national 
competition during 'Industry Year' and 
the only YTS scheme in the country to 
win an award was Shipley College in 
the 'Working with Small Business 
Section'. They were awarded first prize. 

Many of the early young trainees 
have now found full-time jobs with 
golf clubs, several at the clubs where 
they were trained. 

JIM ARTHUR TO 
EASE UP ON 

CONSULTANCY VISITS 
In a statement issued by the Royal 

and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews 
it has been announced that Mr. Jim 
Arthur will be reducing his work load 
and this in turn will affect his advisory 
role as consultant agronomist to the 
Championship Committee. 

The R&A point out that there is an 
'ever increasing and closer liaison 
between the STRI and Mr. Arthur' and 
they go on to say a start is being 
made in the form of joint advisory 
visits by specialist golf agronomists 
employed by the STRI together with 
Mr. Arthur, to those courses hosting 
the qualifying competitions for this 
year's Open Championship. 

Jim Arthur was asked by the 
Championship Committee sixteen 
years ago to advise them in the 
preparation of both qualifying courses 
and those chosen to host the Open 
Championship. At that time it was 
believed a greater measure of uniform-
ity was required to produce similar 
course conditions and presentation. 

The Open Championship is still 
regarded as the premier event in golf 
despite the incentive of massive prize 
money in other parts of the world. 
It is unique because it is the only major 
tournament played over the traditional 
Links. It is the intention of the R&A 
to continue producing true Links for 
all their Championship courses. 

LATE SECTIONAL NEWS 
The Spring Tournament for the North East will be held over 

the Whitley Bay Course on 9th April. Teeing off between 
9.30 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. 

Ponteland G.C. in the venue for the annual fixture against 
the Secretaries on 6th July, commencing at 4.00 p.m. 

The Welsh Section have fixed their annual Secretaries 
match for Southerndown G.C. for June 3rd. 

The Welsh team to take part in the inter Sectional Vitax 
Tournament to be played at Ferndown G.C. on Wednesday, 
20th May has been nominated as follows: 

Scra tch - 9 Graham Cox, Mike Jones; Res. John Hopk ins 
10-18 Hugh Morgan, Phi l ip Swain; Res. Ted Thompson 
19-plus Wal ter Jones, Col in Lewis; Res. Robert K i tchen 

Would Welsh members please note the 16th April fixture 
is to be held at St. Mellons G.C. not St. Mellion as published 
in the Tournament Diary. Cornishmen on alert to repell 
invaders, can stand down! 
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