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NEED A NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM, OR SERVICE ON YOUR 

EXISTING ONE? 
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Watermation can provide 1st Class Service both of our own manufactured equipment, and other makes. We 
have large stocks of spares and a full team of trained service engineers equipped with car phones to give you the 
best possible service. 

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey GU215LY. Telex: 859224 FLEXON G. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303/21009 
or Stirling (0786) 70252, or Dublin (1) 789501 or Paris (1) 47 06 04 19. 

the nam^ucan trust 
... and to guarantee that your club members have a course in 'tip-top' condit ion, you can do no 
better than get behind the wheel of a TORO! There are models to suit the needs of all Greenkeepers 
and the odd peculiarities of undulat ing ground contours. The GREENSMASTER 3000 together 
w i th the new 'groomer reels' can produce the finest greens on any course. Take a trial run at 

anyt ime and you wi l l immediately seethe value of TORO's unequalled technology 
in manufactur ing the right machine for the right task. Fairways and Aprons 

are efficiently cut whatever the weather, compl imented by the 
GREENS AERATOR which assists w i th that previously 
slow task of turf aeration. The popular SAND-PRO is 
also No. 1 choice for those important bunkers. 

UK DISTRIBUTORS 
LELY (UK) LIMITED STATION ROAD 
ST. NEOTS HUNTINGDON CAMBS • PE19 1QH 
Telephone: 10480) 76971 Telex: 32523 

Please send details as ticked 
I Literature Q Nearest Dealer • 
| Trial/Demo • 

| Name 

Address_ 

Post Code_ 

Tel 

TORO. 

Student • GGCM/6/88 J 

iwnu uruvrrittr 
Reels can be fitted 

to most 
GREENSMASTERS 



NOT IN MY BACK YARD ! 
The NTC Conference at 
Stoneleigh last month, was not 
only one of the most informative 
gatherings held in this country on 
the development of amenity turf 
grass, but was marked by a forth-
right introduction by the Minister 
of State for Agriculture, the Rt. 
Hon. John Selwyn Gummer. 

From the facts given in an un-
usually frank address to the 
delegates, followed by search-
ing questions from the floor, 
there is little doubt the Govern-
ment are facing the question of 
surplus rural land head on and 
their policy is likely to lead to a 
considerable degree of contro-
versy, not only with the district 
planning authorities, but those 
who live in the countryside. 

Over production of food in Brit-
ain can be attributed to three 
principal factors. The increased 
use of fertilisers, the more effi-
cient mechanisation of larger 
farming units and by no means 
least a greatly improved man-
agement structure by our Agri-
culture Industry. 

So what are we going to do 
with the poorer grades of agricul-
tural land? 

The Government are currently 
being pressed to re-develop the 

inner cities for housing,but there 
should be a choice. Not every-
one wants to live in an inner city, 
particularly if sensible develop-
ment can take place in rural ar-
eas. 

The Minister made it clear the 
policy is to encourage farmers to 
develop other businesses on 
their land with the emphasis on 
leisure. Included in this plan is an 
expansion of sporting activities 
covering a range of projects from 
pony trekking to golf courses, 
though Mr Gummer delivered a 
body blow to some, with ideas of 
carving out an eighteen hole 
course on a spare one hundred 
acres, by saying there would be 
no Government funding for golf 
courses, butthey would consider 
grants for other recreational de-
velopment. 

Now comes the dilemma. The 
demand for golf has increased 
from 0.5% of the population in 
1959 to 2.4% in 1984, but in this 
period only around 250 new 
courses have been constructed, 
less, those established courses 
sold off for housing develop-
ment. 

We need many more golf 
courses in Britain to satisfy 
demand, but the cost of laying 

out a new course plus the provi-
sion of an appropriate clubhouse 
can run into a minimum of £1 
million, even if the developer 
owns the land. It must also be 
taken into consideration there 
will be no return on the invest-
ment for at least two years, the 
minimum time necessary for it to 
mature. 

The fact must be faced, de-
spite the objections from the 
planners and rural residents, the 
way this can be achieved is to 
follow the American pattern of 
linking golf courses with high 
class housing development. 
Only in this way can sufficient 
funds be generated to provide an 
amenity for all. 

The selfish attitude by some 
rural residents, invariably those 
who have moved in last, of pull-
ing down the portcullis on their 
preserve and opposing change 
to their community in any way, 
must be overcome. 

The days of the member 
owned club in Britain have 
ended. The existing ones will 
continue, but if we are going to 
provide an expansion of golfing 
facilities for the new generation, 
commercial enterprise is the 
only way forward. 
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P.S. Toro make sprinklers to water 
greens, approaches, fairways and 

tees - putting areas too! 

TOROL 
Toro Irrigation Limited 

Unit 7, Mllstream Trading Estate, Ringwood, BH24 3SD, Hampshire. 04254-6261 
Your Toro Distributors are: 

Home Counties, East Anglia & South East 
Golf Landscapes Irrigation, Brentwood. Tel: 0277-73720 

South & South West Irrigation Slurry Services, Downton, Wilts. Tel: 0725-20377 
Midlands, North, Scotland & Wales 

Turf Irrigation Services, Sandbach. Tel: 04775-255 

HAVE YOUR 
SPRINKLERS LOST 

THEIR IMPACT? 

Ask your Head Greenkeeper if he's totally happy with the 
performance and reliability of the sprinklers around your course. If 

there are doubts, call your nearest Toro Distributor for helpful 
professional advice. He will show you the range of Toro gear-

driven sprinklers designed especially for golf course watering. He 
will tell you just how technically superior they are - how they can 
improve watering efficiency and just how simple it is to improve 

your existing system. 
Top people's choice? You'll find Toro Sprinklers watering the 

sacred turf of St. Andrews, Centre and No. 1 Courts, at 
Wimbledon and the pitch at Wembley Stadium... 

T F D U A T T 1 ? T T U T ? X I i i r X A JtlXLi 

TROUBLESHOOTER 
The Terralift contracting service 

started by Colin Pryce Terralift at the 
beginning of 1987 is well into its 
second year of operation. The Ter-
ralift drives a 30" long hollow probe 
into the soil and releases a charge of 
compressed air at a pressure of 150-
300 psi via three holes at the base of 
the probe. This release of air causes 
the soil to heave and fracture while 

was found and in an untreated area 
there was dieback on most of the 
plants. The rest of the planting 
showed vigorous new growth on top 
of their first year's growth. 

Together with commercially 
treated trees there are several trials 
around the country being monitored 
by different organisations including 
the Forestry Commission. Some 

Play continues. The Terralift is shown treating a golf green whilst in 
play. Note lack of damage to the playing surface. 

leaving the surface relatively unaf-
fected. Powdery to granular materi-
als may be distributed into the soil 
with each charge. Designed origi-
nally for tree root treatment its bene-
fits in relieving compaction of the soil 
can be applied to other areas such 
as landscapes and sports turf. There 
now appears to be a definite trend in 
its use and troubleshooting is the 
best way to describe it. 

Edenbridge Golf and Country 
Club was experiencing very poor 
drainage on two of their greens. The 
Terralift was called in to "open up" 
the clay subsoil with very good re-
sults. 

"I consider the Terralift to be the 
most beneficial sub-soil drainage 
machine to be introduced into this 
country" stated the head 
greenkeeper. 

Bedfordshire County Council had 
a problem on a landfill site near Shil-
lington. A quarry filled with highway 
waste and capped using heavy 
machinery was planted with various 
tree species which subsequently 
suffered a near 100% death rate. 
The advice sought concluded that 
the failure was due to soil compac-
tion. To rectify this a new problem 
arose; conventional subsoiling re-
quires heavy machinery which 
would have been impractical in the 
small fenced areas and, more impor-
tantly, there was the threat of bring-
ing to the surface the waste that had 
been so thoroughly buried. Again 
the Terralift was called in and treated 
the site in March 1987 prior to re-
planting. During this year's Spring 
follow up visit only one dead whip 

treatments are already showing en-
couraging signs. There have been 
no adverse signs of root damage or, 
as the October hurricane proved, 
déstabilisation of the trees. 

The Terrralift has been used to in-
corporate various products into the 
soil such as the water storing Poly-
mer Broadleaf P4, slow release fer-
tilizers including Floranid Tree, sea-
weed meal and Alginure. The Terral-
ift is at present being evaluated in 
trials by a leading independent re-
search establishment to control fairy 
rings by fungicide soil injections. 

British Seed Houses 
Grass Seed at St. Mellion 

Golf & Country Club 
All the grass seed used on the 

new Jack Nicklaus Golf Course 
which has been constructed over the 
past 3 years at the St. Mellion Golf & 
Country Club, Saltash, Cornwall 
was supplied by B.S.H. Ltd. 

This superb course has been 
sown down with Penncross Creep-
ing Bent on the greens and Penne-
agle Creeping Bent on the tees. The 
greens are in perfect condition for 
the official opening by Jack Nicklaus 
on Sunday, 10th July. 

The fairways were all sown down 
with the British Seed Houses A12 
Fairway Grass seed mixture which is 
based on their top rated Frida Chew-
ings Fescue, which has been used 
on a number of major golf course 
projects in recent years. 



News . . News . . News . . News . 

NTC's Stirring Seminar 
Seventy delegates representing both the farming community and the leading manufacturers in 

amenity turf grass equipment attended a one day seminar at the National Agriculture Centre 
last month entitled " The Recreational Diversification of Farmland." 

Howard Swan 

The NTC has recognised 
that the way forward towards 
an increase in the acreage of 
amenity turf can only come 
from the release of surplus 
agricultural land and this aim 
coincides with the present 
policy of central government. 

Thousands of acres of poor 
quality grazing and land pro-
ducing a low yield of crops will 
have to be given a change of 
use if the thousands of 
smaller farms in Britain are to 
survive. One way, according 
to the Minister of State for 
Agriculture, the Rt. Hon. John 
Gummer, is for farmers to di-
versify into alternative busi-
ness to supplement their in-
come. 

He told the NTC, "Farmers 
who have an unused barn or 
surplus land should think 
about setting up a sports 
complex. By providing space 
for pitches, indoor courts and 
swimming pools a farmer can 
not only increase his own 
income but also improve the 
quality of life for those living 
around him. 

"Diversification is not just 
about establishing new types 
of businesses which are good 
for the farmer and his family. 
It can also be of direct bene-
fit to those who live and work 
in the rural areas. 

"I know that the Sports 
Council is concerned about 
the lack of suitable facilities in 
the countryside. We in MAFF 
have been working closely 
with them over the last year to 
explore ways in which we can 
co-operate in this area and 
have jointly commissioned 
research into the economies 

of setting up and running 
sports enterprises on farms." 

Mr Gummer went on to say 
how pleased he was by the 
enthusiastic response to the 
Farm Diversification Grant 
Scheme. 

"We have now received 
well over 500 applications in 
England and some £500,000 
has already been allocated to 
help farmers develop new 
businesses. Of course, diver-
sification is not for everyone 
but for those farmers who are 
well placed to seize the op-
portunity it can mean making 
fuller use of land and build-
ings on farms and getting a 
better return for them." 

In answer to a question 
from the floor, Mr Gummer 
said it had been decided to 
exclude grant aid for golf 
course developments, 
though when pressed con-
ceded that the policy would 
be kept under review. 

Other speakers at the Con-
ference, ably and profession-
ally chaired by Howard 
Swan, included Mike Collins, 
Planning Officer for the 
Sports Council, Sue Morris-
Eyton from the NFU, Dr Peter 
Hayes, Director of the STRI, 
Jack McMillan, Course Man-
ager at Sunningdale and golf 
course architect Simon 
Gidman, of Hawtree & Son. 

Simon Gidman, costing the 
building of a new golf course, 
told the Conference anyone 
contemplating such a devel-
opment would need to start 
with a minimum of 120 acres 
of suitable land, which if cor-
rectly planned would produce 
an eighteen hole course of 

around 6,000 yards. 
By using local contractors 

and direct labour, greens, 
tees and fairways could be 
constructed for between 
£300,000 and £500,000. To 
that figure a further £50,000 
can be added for an irrigation 
system, more if extensive 
drainage is necessary. 

All this money has to be 
paid out before a penny can 
be recouped in green fees so 
there are the interest charges 
on the loans to take into ac-
count. 

Do your market research 
first, advised Mr Gidman. 
Check on the waiting lists for 
membership in nearby golf 
clubs. Is there the demand to 
generate 40,000 rounds a 
year, which in round terms is 
100 golfers a day, paying a 
green fee. This could be re-
duced if a membership club 
can be formed. 

Dr Peter Hayes covering 

the subject of construction-
and maintenance confirmed 
these figures from his own 
research, but in addition drew 
the delegates' attention to the 
equipment needed to keep 
the course in top condition. 

Jack McMillan gave the 
Conference the practical 
problems of maintaining his 
two courses at Sunningdale. 
Controlling and maximising 
staff, keeping to a budget, 
fighting the elements and to 
some extent the golfers. 

"There is nothing more of-
fensive to a golfer than a 
piece of aeration equipment, 
yet nothing more essential", 
he added with feeling. 

Editor's Note.... 
See Greenside Comment 
on page 3 



NAME CHANGE FOR MAY & BAKER 
ews . . News . . News . . News . 

Dr Keith Humphreys, Chairman and M.D. of May & Baker, now heads 
Rhone-Poulenc in Britain. 

May & Baker, one of 
Britain's foremost chemical 
companies, has changed its 
identity to that of its parent, 
the chemical multi-national 
Rhone-Poulenc. 

May & Baker has been part 
of Rhone-Poulenc since 
1927. The move is designed 
to enable the company to 
take full advantage of being a 
visible part of one of the 
world's premier chemical 
groups. However, the May & 
Baker name will continue to 
be used where its particular 
strengths and associations 
have a distinctive marketing 
role to play, most notably in 
the company's health care 
activities. 

Dr Keith Humphreys, chair-
man and managing director 
of May & Baker emphasises 
the international dimension 
of the move. 

"In the increasingly com-
petitive world in which we 
operate, it is vital for us to be 
seen as part of a fully inte-
grated international group in 
which we can make our size 
and strengths pay," he said. 

"The group is investing in 
the creation of a strong inter-
national identity and our own 
move enables us to capitalise 

fully on that investment." 
During its 60-year associa-

tion with Rhone-Poulenc, 
May & Baker has already 
become a significant force 
within the group. It is a major 
research and production en-
tity and makes a substantial 
contribution to group activi-
ties world-wide, particularly 
in the health care and agro-
chemicals areas. 

Rhone-Poulenc itself is the 
world's ninth largest chemi-
cal group. It is a world leader 
in pharmaceuticals, rare 
earths, phosphates and 
many other chemicals, and is 
the world's third largest agro-
chemicals producer. It has a 
turnover of almost six billion 
pounds per annum. The 
group spends £340 million 
each year on research and 
development - a greater per-
centage of its turnover than 
some of its larger rivals - and 
spends a further £150 million 
on environmental protection. 

"At present, Rhone-
Poulenc trades under at least 
40 different names in 140 
countries worldwide, which 
puts the group at a disadvan-
tage as far as other multina-
tionals go," says Keith 
Humphreys. "Rhone-

Poulenc is looking to move 
from being perceived as a 
French focused company to 
one with a true international 
dimension. Already more 
than 70 per cent of its sales 
turnover is outside France. 
Likewise, May & Baker has 
been seen in its turn as a UK 
company with overseas affili-
ates. This new move enables 
us to be seen for what we in 
effect already are - part of a 
truly international operation." 
Divisions 

From May 31, May & Baker 
Limited will trade as Rhone-
Poulenc Limited, with three 

divisions: Agriculture, Health 
Care and Chemicals. Within 
the divisions, those opera-
tions where the name of May 
& Baker is currently signifi-
cant to their performance and 
market reputation, will retain 
this name as part of their trad-
ing identity - e.g. May & 
Baker Pharmaceuticals, May 
& Baker Garden Care and 
May & Baker Laboratory 
Products. 

Overseas, the May & Baker 
subsidiary companies oper-
ating in the Commonwealth 
will change their name to 
Rhone-Poulenc. 

Prime Watermen ltd 
Wangford 

Beccles 

Suffolk 

NR34 8AX 

Tel: (0502 78) 481 

Tlx: 975731 PRIME G 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS - DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALLATION 

Dependable custom designed irrigation systems that will work for you day 
and night unsupervised, and keep working year after year. 

IA PRIME system using WEATHER-MATIC integrated components 
represents a value for money investment allowing for future expansion 
[together with economy of use. 
Let us undertake a study to answer your questions or give a free estimate 
on the system that really works. 

Weather 
L A W N A N D T U R F 5SS™the automatic choice for irrigation 



First & Foremost 
¡M in the fight for 

vegetation arayfjsHEjfl 
A G R O W T H REGULATOR 

FOR THE SUPPRESSION Of 
GRASS GROWTH 

IN A M E N I T Y 
C O M M E R C I A I ANO 

INDUSTRIAI A R E A S 

The control of vegetation and its 
associated problems calls for 
professional management and 
cost effective solutions. 
Environmental Products supply 
a wide range of herbicides, 
fungicides and insecticides, as 
well as products to control moss 
and to restrict grass growth. 
In addition to the range of 
pesticides, ancilliary products 
including "Dyon" spray 
colourant, "Lurmark" filters and 
nozzles, knapsack sprayers, 
granule applicators and 
dispensing pumps are 
available. 
The key is the provision of a 
service and range that is 
second to none. To assist in 
training and education, 
Environmental Products have 
also produced a wealth of 
information for the professional. 

Information 
Service 

A comprehensive 
range with a 
quality of service 
that's difficult 
to beat - why 
settle for less? 
For further information or advice on 
specific problems, contact your 
usual supplier or Environmental 
Products at the address below. 

( f P RHÖNE-POULENC 
Environmental Products Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Tel: (0277) 261414. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 

A comprehensive range of literature 
incorporates six professional guides 
and three training videos. 
Details of videos, booklets and 
further information on any of the 
products may be obtained from your 
usual supplier. 
SUPERTOX 30 
contains 2, 4-D/mecoprop 
SERITOX TURF 
contains dichlorprop/MCPA 
MILDOTHANE TURF LIQUID 
contains thiophanate-methyl 
ROVRAL GREEN 
contains iprodione 
ROVRAL GRANULES 
contains iprodione 
SUPER MOSSTOX 
contains dichlorophen 
CASTAWAY PLUS 
containsthiophanate-methyl/lindane 
CROSSFIRE 
contains chlorpyrifos 
MOWCHEM 
contains mefluidide 
CLEARWAY 
contains simazine/aminotriazole/ 
ammonium thiocyanate 
SPASOR 
contains glyphosate 
All other brand names are trade marks. 
CROSSFIRE is a product of The Dow 
Chemical Company, sold under licence. 
SPASOR is a product of Monsanto PLC., 
sold under licence. 
MOWCHEM contains mefluidide which is a 
product of Gordon International sold under 
licence. 
DYON is a product of The Regal Chemical 
Co., sold under licence. 
LURMARK is a product of Lurmark Ltd, 
sold under licence. 



Twice the 
machine ééé 
44 and honest 

with it! 

We believe that our experience based on over 
100 years of research and development has 
produced probably the finest lawn mower 
grinding machines available today. Our 
customers tell us the " E X P R E S S DUAL" is a 
really 'honest' machine that's built to do the job 
and do it well! It will successfully grind 
cylinders 'in-situ' or 'separately', just as 
efficiently and just as accurately and it will 
keep you going when repair work builds up. 

THE MASTER is a heavy duty lawn mower 
grinding machine particularly suitable for gang 
mowers and rebladed cylinders. 
THE ANGLEMASTER has been specially 
designed and developed for bottom blade 
grinding. 

. . . there's no substitute for experience! 

ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD 
Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QH. 
Tel: Haverhill (0440) 702312/3 

Manufacturers of fine lawn mower 
grinding machines for over 100 years. 

ews . . News . 
Trent-Jones designs Shanghai 

Golf Course 
In what is believed to be the 

first three-way joint China-U.S.-
Japan business venture, a 
championship 18-hole golf 
course and resort facility will be 
built in Shanghai. The deal is ex-
pected to enhance the friendly 
relations of these three leading 
nations in the Pan-Pacific area. 

A joint agreement was signed 
May 12 in Shanghai by the repre-
sentatives of Shanghai Sports 
Service Corporation, the Chi-
nese construction company, 

Aoki Corp. of Japan and 
Prescott Bush Resources Ltd. of 
the USA. 

The golf course, the first to be 
built in Shanghai in modern 
times, will be designed by inter-
national golf course architect 
Robert Trent Jones Jr. 

The investment for the resort 
and golf course is estimated to 
be $18m US dollars. Project 
construction starts in Septem-
ber this year the course opening 
is scheduled for summer 1990. 

Slow Release Nitrogen 
The continuing controversy 

over slow release nitrogen fertil-
isers continues with a statement 
from Keith McKee, Fison 
Horticulture's Turf and Amenity 
Adviser. 

Some suppliers are offering 
large discounts for IBDU based 
fertilisers which may not match 
up to the expected require-
ments. 

Greenkeepers should ensure 
that the product offered, does 
what it claims to do and the con-
tents of the bag completely meet 
the formula stated. 

In the interests of fair commer-
cial practice we published the 
Fisons statement in full. 

'In considering the use of an 
IBDU based, slow release N, fine 
turf fertilizer, there are two fac-
tors which must be borne in 
mind. Firstly, the proportion of 
slow release to rapid release N 
source and, secondly, the actual 
quantity of the product the appli-
cation rate will provide. 

IBDU releases nitrogen 
slowly, over an extended period 
of time. If it is not present in 
sufficient volume when spread, 
its N release will be at too low a 
level to derive any visible, sus-
tained response. In other words, 
your time and money will have 
been wasted. 

Statements of IBDU percent-
age in fine turf fertilizers, whilst a 
valuable step towards fairtrades 
description, must not in them-
selves be taken as a product 
endorsement. For example, fifty 
percent of not very much re-
leased over several weeks does 
not contribute any discernible 
improvement to a playing sur-
face. 

A hypothetical example of 
8:0:0 formulation with 50% as 
IBDU, for instance, is definitely 
inadequate - providing only four 
units of slow release nitrogen 
over the long release period. 

Our trials and experience 
show that a standard application 
of 35 g fertilizer per square yard, 
at least 10 units of IBDU are re-
quired in the product formulation 
to achieve truly extended turf 
growth and colour response. We 
have also found that the fraction 
needs to be complemented with 
an equal proportion of more rap-
idly released nitrogen to start the 
process close to the time of 
application. 

This research went into the 
formulation of Fisons Green-
master Super-N, a 24:0:0 + 2% 
Fe fine turf fertilizer of which 
50% of the N is derived from 
IBDU'. 

Golf Greenkeeping's Publishing Changes 
Due to production difficulties, this 

issue of Golf Greenkeeping is a 
combined issue for the months of 
May and June. 

Next month we will be issuing our 
usual combined July/August edition, 
followed by the September, IOG -
Windsor Show Review. 

Golf Greenkeeping will be main-
taining its regular format of ten is-
sues a year with a separate maga-
zine for the month of December in-
stead of combining with January 
1989. 

For those readers whose sub-

scription falls due at the end of this 
year an adjustment will be made to 
the renewal date. 

To ensure you receive a regular 
copy of Golf Greenkeeping, the sub-
scription is only £14.00 a year, post-
age paid to any address in the UK. 
Overseas rates on application. 

Send cheque or postal order for 
£14.00, made out to Wharfedale 
Publications Ltd and send to - Sub-
scriptions Dept. Golf Greenkeep-
ing, PO. Box 12, Wetherby, West 
Yorks. 



News . . News . . News . . News . 
Real turf for QPR's high-tech 

pitch 
In a first time operation, the 

turf that has been grown in 
Yorkshire for First Division 
Football Club, Queens Park 
Rangers' new pitch, was har-
vested early in the morning, 
given a unique washing treat-
ment and transported over-
night in a refrigerated lorry for 
immediate laying in London. 

The natural turf has been 
grown and intensively main-

The greens at Fulford Golf 
Club, near York, are the best of 
all the courses on the European 
circuit, according to a poll of the 
tournament players. The club 
itself gives much of the credit for 
the award to the continuous pro-
gramme of drainage mainte-
nance and renovation which it 
carries out. 

Since 1971, Fulford has been 
the venue for the Benson and 
Hedges Championship, the 
longest running tournament at 
the same venue in Europe. Last 
year, asked to assess the 
courses on which the official 
European Tour events were 
held, the professionals gave 
Fulford's greens top marks in 
company which included such 
names as Muirfield, Wentworth 
and Royal Birkdale. 

Fulford opened in 1935, was 
reclaimed from heathland and 
scrub. Clay tiles were mainly 
used for drainage, with ash as 
backfill, although in some places 

tained for fifteen months by 
Rolawn Turf Growers. Over 
9,000 square yards was 
washed to remove soil so that 
it can be laid direct on an all-
sand cons t ruc t i on . Eve 
Leisure's Cellsystem incor-
porates an underground wa-
tering and drainage system 
that will ensure optimum 
playing conditions all the year 
round. 

ash was used on its own. In both 
cases, the drains were often only 
one foot deep. This system is 
constantly being renovated by 
the club, to maintain optimum 
playing conditions. 

Like any golf club, Fulford has 
to have a drainage system which 
removes surface water as 
quickly as possible. To meet this 
need, the club now uses clay 
pipes from Henry Oakland of 
Escrick, at a depth of at least 2ft., 
back-filled with a minimum of 
12in. of hard stone, and with falls 
wherever possible of around 
1:20. Trenches are hand-dug by 
the greenkeeping staff. For later-
als, 3in. pipes are used, feeding 
into 4in. or 6in. mains. 

"We need a very free-draining 
system to get rid of surface wa-
ter", explained John Gledhill. 
"Clay is a natural material - there 
is nothing like it for absorbing the 
water and drawing it out of the 
ground. Clay pipes do a good job 
for us". 

Rolawn's own specially 
bui l t 'wash ing mach ine ' 
washed individual square 
yard rolls, handling over 
1,000 square yards a day. 

QPR's new pitch, costing 

£250,000, has been spot-lev-
elled by laser and replaces 
the previous synthetic sur-
face, condemned by other 
football league clubs. 

Fulford Golf Club gets the 
professionals' vote 

In April, even after one of the wettest winters on record, 
members of Fulford Golf Club were able to enjoy excellent 

playing conditions. Meanwhile, more drainage work is under 
way to keep the course in the best possible condition. 

WASHED ROLAWN 
Britain's first automatic turf washer uses water from the river 
to direct high pressure, high volume jets to remove soil from 

beneath the Rolawn turves. 

Mowers for weight-watchers. 
Not weight-lifters. 

Huxley Hydraulic Reelmowersfor compact tractors prove that 
you don't have to be a heavyweight to be strong. 
So, if your turf could benefit from a reduction in pressure, 
without a reduction in performance, please ask us to 
demonstrate. 
We could save you pounds. 

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY 
THE DEAN, NEW ALRESFORD. 
HANTS S024 9BL, ENGLAND 
Tel: 0962 733222 Fax: 0962 734702 

OM top, OM turf Telex: 894426 

i n 



Take it easy with Floranid. You need a lot 
With the Floranid range of slow release fertilisers, 

anyone can afford a pitch as good as Wembley's or greens as 
good as Wentworth's. Whatever your budget, you can treat 
your turf with Floranid at about the same cost per square 
metre as apparently cheaper fertilisers. 

This may surprise you if you haven't had the chance 
to take a closer look at Floranid, its high performance advan-
tages, and its comparative cost in actual use. 

The key is Floranid's slow release action. This 
ensures that your grass consistently gets the nitrogen it 

needs, when it needs it. It also means you use less Floranid 
for any given turf area. 

Floranid's high quality granules spread more easily 
and settle well in the turf. They don't lie lumpily around on the 
surface waiting to be picked up with the mower. You need 
less mowing anyway. Floranid produces even growth without 
the flushes that follow ordinary fertiliser applications. 

Usually, you only need to use Floranid twice a year, 
but you still get all-year-round performance. That's a real sav-
ing in time and labour. And you don't have to worry about the 


