
Letters to Editor 
Dr. Peter Hayes director of the S.T.R.I, 
says . . . 

I am writing to complain about an article presented in "Golf 
Greenkeeping" February 1988 entitled T h e Continuing Saga of Poa 
annua'. 

First of all, I wish to say that I have a very high regard for Stanley 
Zontek and what he states in his article is applicable to the United 
States. However, the first part of this article concerning chemical 
control is completely inappropriate to the British situation. I note on 
Page 13 that you have an important warning, however all the 
chemicals mentioned, other than mefluidide, are not sold on the 
British market and, what is more, it is illegal to use them under the 
present Government regulations as there are no turf recommenda-
tions on any of these products. 

The first section dealing with chemical control, i.e. the use of 
Arsenical compounds, the use of Prograss, Cutless, Rubigan and 
the very dangerous recommendation on the use of Roundup, paraq-
uat and simazine to control Poa annua on Bermudagrass, is not 
applicable whatsoever to the British situation of fescue/bent greens. 
The recommendation for Embark, which is sold as Mowchem in 
Britain, is the only part which is applicable and, certainly, May & 
Baker do not recommend it for the control of Poa annua on their label. 
Bensulide, Dacthal, Balan, Pendimethalin and Endothal are not 
recommended for turf use in Britain, and therefore the whole first two 
pages of this article are inapplicable and, what is more, dangerous 
to include in an article in Britain. 

The second part of the article entitled 'Management' is certainly of 
value and should be included in any article on Poa annua. 

Although you have included warnings, Pages 12 and 13 are 
inapplicable to the British turf scene. What is more, I feel that the first 
part of this article should not have been published as all the 
chemicals mentioned are not recommended for turf use in Britain, 
and therefore you should state this more clearly in your article. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peter Hayes, 

Editors Comment 
The article to which Dr. Hayes refers was first published in the USGA Green 
Section Record, a bi-monthly publication from the Agronomy Division of the 
United States Golf Association, circulated to all subscriber golf clubs in the 
USA. 
The author, Stanley Zontek, the Director of the Mid-Atlantic Region, de-
scribed the research taking place with chemicals in the control of Poa Annua, 
not necessarily recommending their use. In case some readers might have 
decided to experiment themselves we made a particular point of highlighting 
in a red tinted box the restrictions on Arsenical Compounds and the fact that 
even if certain chemicals are available they may not have been cleared by 
the Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. Hayes' interest is much appreciated and his 
letter is printed in full, though we cannot agree to his suggestion that the 
chemical aspect should not have been published. Chemicals are still used 
extensively to control vegetation, though their use is subjected to increasing 
restriction particularly in Europe. Until we adopt universal organic hus-
bandry, if chemical control is a subject for discussion, then greenkeepers are 
entitled to read about it. 

I see in the Greenkeeping press that the R & A has pledged £250,000 
support to the S.T.R.I. at Bingley to investigate the fertilizer and 
irrigation needs of British golf greens. 

Does this mean that the R & A have decided that this is the 
problem? Does this mean that the advice to date from the S.T.R.I. on 
these matters has been wrong or/and unfounded, or not even re-
searched? Who advises.the R & A on these matters? 

Will this news make golf clubs paying for this advice, in good faith 
and coin, reconsider their position? How many greenkeepers have 
lost their jobs, and in some cases their health, on the 'say so' of these 
so called advisers? 

Who is going to take the final responsibility for the condition of 
British golf greens? 

S.L. Farrington 
Course Manager Frilford Heath Golf Club. Abingdon, Oxford. 
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Designed and manufactured in Britain, the new 
Toro System Control 3000 solid state irrigation 
controller represents a major advance in economical, 
simple to use, high-tech, electronics where sensitive 
control of watering applications is essential to those 
responsible for turf management.. 

Used in conjunction with the latest Toro sprinklers 
offering single head control, this new Controller 
provides that ultimate touch - excellence in irrigation! 
Ask for details now, say "System Control 3000". 

i P f Toro Irrigation Limited 
Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate, 

Ringwood, Hants BH24 3SD. Tel: 04254 6261 

Talk to your nearest Toro distributor: 
Turf Irrigation Sandbach Cheshire Tel: 04775-255 

Golf Landscapes Brentwood Essex Tel: 0277-73720 
Irrigation & Slurry Services Downton Wilts Tel: 0725-20377 



BEDFORDSHIRE GOLF CLUB 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants should be capable of maintaining 
high standards on this 18 hole course and 

of leading a team of 3 assistants. 
They must be experienced in all aspects of 

greenkeeping and have a thorough 
knowledge of modern equipment. 

No accommodation available. 
Please apply in writing to: 

THE SECRETARY 
BEDFORDSHIRE GOLF CLUB 

BIDDENHAM 
BEDFORD MK40 4AF 

WILLESLEY PARK GOLF CLUB 
Invite applications for the post of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Applicants should be fully experienced in all aspects 

of greenkeeping including machinery maintenance 
and be capable of controlling and motivating staff. 
No accommodation available but assistance given 

towards any removal expenses. 
Salary negotiable depending on 

age and experience. 

Please apply in the first instance to: 

THE SECRETARY 
WILLESLEY PARK GOLF CLUB 

TAMWORTH ROAD 
ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE6 5PF 
For application form 
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L U T T E R W O R T H GOLF CLUB 
Require 

An experienced 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
Apply in writing giving full details of 
current position and past experience 

To 

Mr HAROLD COOKE 
LUTTERWORTH GOLF CLUB 

RUGBY ROAD 
LUTTERWORTH 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE17 4QB 

ARKLEY GOLF CLUB 
Require a 

SENIOR ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
familiar with course maintenance and the 

use of machinery. 
Apply to: 

THE HON. SECRETARY 
ARKLEY GOLF CLUB 

ROWLEY GREEN ROAD, ARKLEY 
BARNET, HERTS EN5 3HL 

GOLF GREENKEEPING 
the most widely distributed golf 
course management magazine 

in Britain 
Our Appointments Section 

produces quality responses for 
all levels of Greenstaff 
Telephone: 0937-63181 



iisfilila DIRECTORY 
SMALL ADS IN THE TRADE DIRECTORY - £40 PER YEAR 

RECROCABIN FLAT PACK 
Security Store 

Quick Fix . Maximum Security . Low Cost 
To O Class Fire Regulations . All Steel Vandal Resistant 

Ideal for Chemical and Pesticide Storage 
Record Playground Equipment Ltd. 

Beach Works, Canal Road, Selby, N. Yorks 
Tel: (0757) 703620 

ARTIFICIAL GRASS 
AstroTurf Artificial Grass, PSA Ltd., Vorda Works, Highworth, 
Swindon, Wilts. SN6 7AJ. Tel: (0793) 764301. Telex: 449703. Fax: 
(0793) 765319. Contact: David Stoker. 
The Greensward Company, The Old Hall, Langham, Oakham, 
Rutland, Leicestershire LE15 7JE. Tel: Oakham (0572) 2923 & 
56031. Telex: 34362 Greeco G. 
P.N. Structures Ltd., 5 Vigo Street, Piccadilly, London, W1X 1 AH. 
Tel: 01 -734-2578. Design,supply and installation of a completely 
artificial grass system, specifically tuned to golf greens and tees. 

CONSULTANT AGRONOMISTS 
Martyn T. Jones, Consulting Agronomist in Landscape and 
Amenity Turf Culture, 41 Pennine Way, Great Eccleston, Preston, 
Lanes. PR3 0YS. Tel: (0995) 70675. 

C0NTRAVATING AND BRILLIQN SERVICE 
Boughton Loam Ltd., Boughton Quarry, Boughton, Northampton. 
Tel: (0604) 847814. 
Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings. 

DRAINAGE TUBES AND PIPES 
W.T. BURDEN LTD., Wellsway, Keynsham, Bristol. 
35mm to 300mm PVC Land Drainage Pipe, Polythene Water Pipe, 
UPVC Pressure Pipe and Fittings, Soil Stabilisation Fabric and all 
Drainage, Building, Civil Engineering Materials, delivered from 
eleven depots. Tel: (02756) 4761. Contact: Don Wakley. 

FERTILIZERS & TOP DRESSINGS 
Fisons pic., for the comprehensive turf fertilizer range, and both 
bagged and bulk peat and peat/sand top dressings, delivered 
nationwide. 
Professional Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane, Bramford, 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ. Tel: Ipswich (0473) 830492. 
'Maskells" for Comprehensive Range of Fertilizers in Granular, 
Powder and Liquid form, Bagged and Bulk Peat(s), Pulverised 
Bark(s), Turf Dressings, Soils, Sands, Composts delivered U.K. 
Tel: (01) 476 6321. Contact: Maskells Golf Course Department 
Stephenson Street, London E. 16. Quotations by return. 
Boughton Loam Ltd., Boughton Quarry, Boughton, Northampton. 
Tel: (0604) 847814. 
Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings. 

FUNGICIDES 
Fisons pic., for Turfclear combined turf fungicide and worm cast 
control and Filex against Pythium and Phytopthora. Professional 
Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane, Bramford, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP8 4BZ. Tel: (0473) 830492. 

GOLF CLUB SIGNAGE 
WOODBLAST SIGNS, Lower Standen Hey, Whalley Road, Clithe-
roe, Lanes. BB7 1 PP. Tel: (0200) 22156. 
Signage with a difference. Quality, plus distinctive and unusual 
character. Tee signs showing hole layout. Prestige entrance sig-
nage with club name and golfer silhouette. Information and direc-
tion signs, etc. etc. COLOUR BROCHURE. 

GRASS MACHINERY 
RANS0MES DISTRIBUTORS 

Burrows G.M. Ltd., Wigan Road, Leyland, Lanes. PR5 2UE. Tel: 
(0772) 421778. Contact: Mr. J.K. Sutton. 
Burrows G.M. Ltd., Spring Slade Works, Cannock Road, Stafford. 
Tel: (0785) 661131. Contact Mr. J. Guest. 
Henton & Chattell Ltd., London Road, Nottingham. NG2 3HW. 
Tel: 0602 862161. 
W. Mountain & Son Ltd., Bank Avenue, Morley, Nr. Leeds. Tel: 
(0532) 531201-6. Contact: A.C. Mountain. 
Rowes of Chichester, D. Rowe & Co. Ltd., The Hornet, Chiches-
ter, West Sussex P019 4JW. 
Tel: Chichester (0243) 78810. Telex: 86110. 
Contact: D, Strange or J. Burfoot. 
W. Wilcock & Sons (Preston) Ltd., Walker Street, Preston, PR1 
2PR. Tel: Preston 53068. 

GRASS SEED 
BRITISH SEED HOUSES LTD., Bewsey Industrial Estate, Pitt 
Street, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 5LE. Tel: (0925) 54411. 
Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol, Avon. Tel: (0272) 823691 
Camp Road, Swinderby, Lincolnshire. Tel: (052286) 714. 
David Bell Limited, Eastfield Industrial Estate, Penicuik, Midlo-
thian. Tel: (0968) 78480. 
Mommersteeg International, Station Road, Finedon, Wellingbor-
ough, Northants NN9 5NT. 
Tel: Wellingborough (0933) 680674. Telex: 311234. 

IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 
Cameron, St. Richard's Road, Four Pools Industrial Estate, 
Evesham. Worcs., WR11 6DP. Tel: Evesham (0386) 49341 Telex: 
334141. 
Wright Rain Ltd., Flordon Road, Newton Flotman, Norwich, 
Norfolk, NR15 1QX. Tel: Norwich (0508) 470402. Telex: 975015. 
Wright Rain Ltd., Bank Head, Medway, Sighthill Industrial Estate, 
Edinburgh, Scotland EH11 4BY. Tel: (031) 453 4789. 
Wright Rain Ltd., Unit 3D3, Thorp Arch Trading Estate, Boston 
Spa, Wetherby, Yorks. LS23 7BJ. Tel: Wetherby (0937) 845788. 
Cameron Irrigation, a Division of Wright Rain Ltd., Harwood 
Industrial Estate, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7BA. Tel: 
(09064) 3985. Telex: 877483. 
Par 4 Irrigation, Ash Grove Industrial Estate, Ash Grove, Ripon, 
N. Yorks. Tel: Ripon (0765) 2175. 
Supply, installation and servicing on automaric irrigation systems. 
Contact: E.B. Simms or L. Oyston. 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co., 'Hereward Lodge', Paget Road, 
Lubenham, Market Harborough, Leics. Tel: (0858) 63153. 
T. & G. Turf Irrigation Services, 8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, North 
Yorks. Tel: (0765) 2941. Golf Course Irrigation Contractors. 
Vibratory Moleplough and Tractor Winch For Hire. 
Contact: R.N. Glover or T. Teggin. 
Toro Irrigation Services Ltd., Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate, 
Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hants. BH24 3SD. Tel: Ringwood 
6261/2. 
Watermation Ltd., Monument Way East, Woking, Surrey GU21 
5LY. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303. 
Supply and installation of golf course irrigation. 
Turf Irrigation Services Ltd., Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire. Tel: 
(04775) 255. 
Suppliers and installers of automatic irrigation systems. 
Contact: R.M. Hume. 
Flanderblade Ltd., 20, Whiteacre, Littlehampton, West Sussex, 
BN17 7JA. Tel: (0903) 724545. 
Supply and installation of Automatic Irrigation Systems. 
Prime Watermen Ltd., Wangford, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 8AX. 
Tel. Wangford (050 278) 481 Telex: 975731 Prime G. 

LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
FARMURA LTD., Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, Kent. Tel: 
(0233) 76241. Contact: Jonathan Harmer. 

NAMEPLATES & PLAQUES 
Thos. A. Ingram & Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 305, 68 Soho Hill, Birming-
ham B191BB. Tel: (021) 554 4576. Full Colour Brochure Available 
(Commemorative Plaques, Seat Plates, etc.) 

PEAT 
FISONS pic., for good clean sedge peat, bagged and bulk, 
delivered nationwide, Sphagnum bales bagged and bulk also 
supplied. Professional Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane, 
Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ. 
Tel: Ipswich (0473) 830492. 

PEAT — B U L K 
Banks Horticultural Products Ltd., 36 High Street, Market Har-
borough, Leics. Le16 7NL. Tel; Market Harborough 64346. 

PEST CONTROL 
A. & R. Fairway Pest Control. We offer consultancy, on site staff 
training, service and materials, tailored to meet the requirements of 
the golf course industry. Is anything harming your course? 
Phone: (0654) 710128 (24 hour service) 
MOLES VANISH — "KILMOL" — Mole bait makes certain. A safe 
and effective method (not Strychnine) £7.50 Packs — 1/2 acre 
(approx.) £19.25 Pack — 3 acres (approx.) (inc. P & P). CALLISTO 
AVIARIES (G), Lapley, Stafford ST19 9JP. Tel: (0785) 840366. 

SAND 
Joseph Arnold & Sons Ltd., Billington Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire LU7 8TW. Tel: Leighton Buzzard (0525) 372264. 
Contact P.R. Windmill. 
Dunlop Sports Sands — Tilcon Special Products, 
Manchester Road, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2LU. 
Tel: (0260) 275214. Sand for top dressing and bunkers. 
Contact: Mr. Joe Steed. 
Martin Bros. Ltd., 1A Clifton Street, Alderley Edge, Cheshire SK9 
7NN. Tel: (0625) 584571. 
Boughton Loam Ltd, Boughton Quarry, Boughton, Northampton. 
Tel: (0604) 847814. 

Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings. 
Bunker Sand Sale. Ring Grant Gordon on 0375 - 858844.. 
Star Group, Star House, Linford Road, Chadwell St. Mary. Grays , 

SEMI-MATURE TREES 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., Wood Lane off Barston Lane, 
Solihull, West Midlands B92 0JL. Tel: Hampton-in-Arden (06755) 
2033/2034. Contact: Michael Fisher. 

SEMI-MATURE TREE PLANT & LIFT 
EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE 

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., Wood Lane off Barston Lane, 
Solihull, West Midlands B92 0JL. Tel: Hampton-in-Arden (06755) 
2033/2034. Contact: Michael Fisher. 

SOIL CONDITIONERS 
SOILIFE: Liquid enzymes. ROMILT MARKETING for your local 
supplier: North Wyke Farm, Guildford Road, Normandy, Surrey 
GU3 2AN. Tel: Guildford (0483) 811933. 

SOIL STERILIZERS, SIFTERS & 
SHREDDERS 

Terra Force, Kent Horticulture Engineers, Prospect Place, Tonbr-
idge Road, Wateringbury, Kent ME18 5NY. Tel: Maidstone (0622) 
81387. Telex: 965222. Contact: John Brough. 

SPRAYING EQUIPMENT 
Evers & Wall Ltd., St. George's Way, Bermuda Industrial Estate, 
Nuneaton, Warwicksjiize CV10 7QT. 
Suppliers of Hardi Knapsack, Powered and Tractor Mounted 
Sprayers. Enquiries for Specials welcomed. 

TEEING GROUND AREA MARKERS 
TACIT-T-MARKERS, 3 Millers LaneN; Monks Kirby, Rugby CV23 
0RJ. Tel: (0788) 832166. If you have prepared the best Tees, we 
have the best Teeing Ground Area Markers. Also customised tees 
for that special golf day. 

TOP DRESSINGS — BULK & BAGGED 
Boughton Loam Ltd., Boughton Quarry, Boughton, Northampton. 
Tel: (0604) 847814. 
Suppliers of Loams, Sports and Horticultural Dressings. 
Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., 36 High Street, Market Harborough, 
Leics. LE16 7NL. Tel: Market Harborough 64346. 
Suppliers of Fendress. 

TORO & ISEKI SALES & SERVICE 
County Mowers, Toro Sales and Service, Main Street, Thorner, 
Leeds LS14 3DX. Tel: 0532-892627. Contact: David Birdsall 
D. & J. Needham Ltd., Toro and Iseki, Sales, Service and Parts. 
(24 hr. Datapost service). Darlington Road, Middleton-St-George, 
Darlington, Co. Durham DL2 1LH. Tel: (0325) 332991. 
Contact: Needham or M. Grange. 

TREES, SHRUBS & PLANTS 
Notcutts Nurseries Ltd., Woodbridge, Suffolk IP124AF. Contact: 
John Dyter, NDH. (Tel: 03943-3344). 
Also incorporating Waterers Nurseries, Bagshot, Surrey. 
T. Hilling & Co. Limited, Chobham, Woking, Surrey. Tel: (099 05) 
7101. Contact: Mr. G. Taylor. 
Taylor Trees, Cliffe House, Gt. Harwood, Blackburn, Lanes. All 
types from 25p each. Ring for details. Tel: (0254) 884563. 
Contact: Bob Felton, Sales Manager. 

TREE TIES & GUARDS 
Toms Tree Ties, (J. Toms Ltd.), Wheeler Street, Headcorn, 
Ashford, Kent. Tel: Maidstone (0622) 891111. 

TRENCHING MACHINES 
A. F. Trenchers, Gosbecks Road, Colchester, Essex, C02 9JS. 
Tel: (0206) 44411. Purpose built new, reconditioned or self-drive 
hire trenchers for all your drainage, irrigation, water and power 
supplies. Contact: Bill Baker. 
L.D. Bourgein Oxford Ltd., Economical, high speed, narrow 
trenching. Sales or hire nationwide or we supply our own Mobile 
Trenching Service with operator. Contact: Roger Bourgein, South 
Hinksey, Oxford OX 1 5BR Tel: (0865) 735420. Telex: 83147. 

TURF 
J. Brailsford, Thrang End Farm, Yealand, Redmayne, Carnforth 
Telephone: (0524) 781952. Turf suppliers to the Trade for 30 years 
of all types. 

TURF (SPECIALITY) 
Fine purpose grown sports and amenity turf. 
ROLAWN (TURF GROWERS) LTD., Elvington, York, Y04 5AR. 
Tel: (0904) 85661. Telex: 57796. Rolawn G. 

VERTI-DRAIN HIRE 
Ross Oliver, Greens Verti-Drain Hire, 'Greystones' , Trebudan-
non, Newquay, Cornwall. Tel: St. Columb (0637) 880257. 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Limited, 
27 Vicarage Road, Verwood, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 6DR. Tele-
phone: (0202) 822372. 

WATER STORAGE 
Miline, Elan (Liquid Storage), Station House, Eye, Leominster, 
Herefordshire HR6 0DT. Tel: Leominster (0568) 3697. 
Contact: Michael D. Cocket. Suppliers of Water Tanks for Golf 
Courses. 
Specialised suppliers and installers of Liners for ornamental ponds, 
lakes and reservoirs. 
Turf Irrigation Services Ltd., Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire. Tel: 
(04775) 255. Suppliers and installers of automatic irrigation sys-
tems. Contact: R.M. Hume & D.W. Evans. 

WEEDKILLERS 
FISONS pic., for Tritox, selective turf herbicides, Herbazin total 
herbicide range and Greenkeeper Extra, combined weed and feed 
for turf. Professional Horticulture Department, Paper Mill Lane. 
Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk. IP8 4BZ. Tel: Ipswich (0473) 830492. 
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