Litter Louis

Part of golf's great attraction in
addition to the competition, the
striving for personal improve-
ment and unique fellowship
among fellow golfers is the
pleasure one can enjoy amid the
tranquillity of nature’s living envi-
ronment.

Greenkeepers have moulded,
sculptured and nurtured their in-
dividual domain to a place of
beauty as well as an arena for
sport. Why, we ask, is such a de-
sirable piece of countryside sub-
jected to acts of wilful desecra-
tion by none other than golfers?

Walk almost any course, both
public and private, and one is
faced with an accumulation of
discarded drink cans, -either
dropped where the contents
were emptied, thrown into
bushes, stuffed down rabbit
holes, hung in the branches of
trees, floated down streams and
even buried in the bunkers.

The mentality of these litter
louts, who squeeze a tin into an
obscene shape to enhance their
fantasy of a Rambo image, be-
fore casting it to the four winds is
beyond all comprehension. Do
they think the greens, staff have
nothing better to do than act as
refuse scavengers?

The trend of soft drink con-
sumption, no doubt stimulated

by expensive TV advertising,
has spread from the home to the
streets and now to the golf
course. The time of the year ap-
pears to make little difference.
The need for a drink on a hot
summer’'s day in understand-
able, but some golfers now re-
gard a couple of cans of Coke as
a necessary part of the golf
equipment.

The can is often opened
somewhere on the fairway, the
metal ring dropped just where
the gang mower will run over it.
Before reaching. the next tee
where there is invariably a con-
venient litter bin, the can is
thrown into the undergrowth.

How much damage is caused
by these rings is difficult to esti-
mate, perhaps greenkeepers
would like to look through last
year's maintenance accounts
and see for themselves.

The excuse is — It is not the
members, but must be golfers
from visiting parties. Although
there may be an element of truth
in this suggestion, on the
grounds that the Chinese phi-
losopher, Confucius, said “Man
does not foul own doorstep’,
nevertheless, most golfers play-
ing away are members of one
club or another and if they do not
foul their own nest there is no
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excuse to foul another.

Such behaviour is not con-
fined to the course. In one well-
known club, considered to be
fairly up-market, a member was
seen cleaning his shoes in the
locker rooms with one of the
shower towels. When chal-
lenged his reply was “The%/ allgo
into the wash, don't they?”

Until clubs insist on a more
civilised standard of behaviour
by making an example of those
culprits caught in the act, the
problem is likely to grow.

One club, or more precisely
the professional, incensed by
the litter on his course, organ-
ised the caddies to gather all the
tins they could find. He piled
them into a container outside the
Pro’s Shop, put up a large notice
informing all concerned where
this unsightly rubbish had lain
and offered a bottle of whisky for
guessing the number collected.

Thereby he achieved two ob-
jectives. The course was cleared
of rubbish and the caddies split
the sweep money.

Food for thought, for similar
fund-raising schemes for Junior
club members.

Editor & Publisher:
JOHN LELEAN

National Advertising
Executive:

Mike Massey

‘Fieldside’, Grange Road,
Bowdon, Cheshire

Tel: 061-928 2997

Printing by:
Walkergate Press

Graphics & Design:
Bruce McDonald

Golf Greenkeeping is a com-
bined subscription and control-
led circulation publication for
the golf course management
industry. Current distribution
2,500 copies per month.

Published ten times per year.
Copies are available on sub-
scription, postage paid, £14.00
per year. Overseas surface,
£16.00 per year. Air mail rates
on application to the publishers.

The Editor and Publishers do not necessarily
agree with the comments and views expressed
in this publication and do not accept any
responsibility for any personal opinions stated
therein. ©Copyright 1988 Golf Greenkeeping.
Permission for the reproduction of features and
articles will be favourably considered for non
commercial purposes on application to the
publisher.

Published by:
Wharfedale Publications
Limited

P.0. Box 12, Wetherby,
West Yorkshire LS22 4SR

Telephone: (0937) 63181

© GOLF GREENKEEPING March 1988 3





