
Menace below the surface 
An horrific accident to Eric Green, 
Head Greenkeeper at Woodcote 
Park Golf Club in Surrey for the 
past fifteen years, prompts Golf 
Greenkeeping to highlight the 
potential clanger on many golf 
courses in the land. 

Woodcote Park, celebrating 
their 75th anniversary this year, 
recently decided to update their 
irrigation system to include water 
on all eighteen tees as an addition 
to the Toro system installed on 
the greens thirteen years ago. 

At 9.00 pm on a July evening, 
Eric Green, accompanied by his 
wife Carol and their ten year old 
daughter walked the course to 
check the sprinkler system. 
A number had failed to operate 
in the automatic mode so were 
switched on manually before 
transferring back to automatic. 

At the 7th green, recently 
fertilised the sprinklers again had 
failed to operate. According to Mr. 
Green, as he bent over the cover 
to operate the manual valve, the 
box literally blew up in his face 
under a pressure estimated in 
excess of 120 psi and a piece of 

plastic split his nose wide open, 
requiring immediate hospital 
treatment and seventeen stitches. 

Once the stitches are removed, 
he will need a further operation 
to re-set his broken nose and 
could require plastic surgery. 

Although his injuries are quite 
appalling it could have been 
worse. The valve box cover shot 
through the air and landed in the 
middle of the green; had that hit 
him the result could well have 
been a coroner's inquest. It was 
also fortunate his wife was there 
to rush him to hospital. 

Frank Jones of British Overhead 
Irrigation Ltd, the Shepperton firm 
who installed the updated system, 
said he could not say at this stage 
how the accident happened but it 
was being investigated. He 
confirmed his company had 
replaced the control valves on all 
greens with a new three wire 
system using Buckner equipment. 
He further suggested the cover 
plate could have hit the nipple 
as it was lifted. Expressing regret 
he told Golf Greenkeeping the 
company was adequately covered 
by insurance. 

Next 
Month: 

PREVIEW OF THE WINDSOR EXHIBITION 
OUTDOOR COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 
GOLF GREENKEEPING TESTS 
A NEW FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE PICK-UP 

GREENKEEPING 
AND MAINTENANCE FOR THE GOLF COURSE MXJSTKY 

Peter Roberts, Chairman of the 
British Turf Irrigation Association, 
has recently criticised golf clubs 
for paying more attention to the 
bottom line figure instead of 
looking at the specification 
standards, when considering 
quotations. He said Green 
Committees do not have the 
technical knowledge to judge 
whether an automatic water 
system is technically and 
hydraulically sound and should 
be guided by either an inde-
pendent consultant or accept 
the standards laid down as a 
minimum by the B.T.I.A. 

Until a full investigation can 
take place it could be wrong to 
attribute blame to any quarter, 
but it is not too late to issue a 
strong and urgent warning to all 
golf clubs of the potential danger 
to greenkeepers and members 
should a faulty irrigation system 
blow up under pressure. 

Carol Green summed up 
perfectly when she said, "I would 
hate to think of the consequences 
if my daughter had been standing 
alongside Eric when the cover 
blew off". 

Editor & Publisher: 
JOHN LELEAN 

Regular Editorial 
Contributors: 
F. W. Hawtree 
Martyn Jones 

National Advertising 
Executive: 
Mike Massey 
'Fieldside', Grange Road, 
Bowdon, Cheshire 
Tel: 061-928 2997 

Graphics & Design: 
Stephen Spellman 

Production Manager: 
Ian Donoghue 

Golf Greenkeeping is a 
combined subscription and 
controlled circulation 
publication for the golf 
course management industry. 
Current distribution 2,500 
copies per month. 
Published ten times per year. 
Copies are available on 
subscription postage paid, 

£12.00 per year. Overseas 
surface. £14.00 per year. 
Air mail rates on application 
to the publishers. 

The Editor and Publishers do no necessarily 
agree with the comments and views expressed 
in this publication and do not accept any 
responsibility for any personal opinions 
s tated therein. ©Copy r i gh t 1987 Golf 
Greenkeeping. Permission for the reproduction 
of features and articles will be favourably 
considered for non commercial purposes 
on application to the publisher. 

Published by: 
Wharfedale Publications 
Limited 
P.O. Box 12, Wetherby, 
West Yorkshire LS22 4SR 
Telephone: (0937) 63181 

NEWS ROUND-UP 

WATER SAVING SCHEME 
IN DUBAI 

MORE ON THE 'K' FILE 
By Fred Hawtree 

SUCCESS FOR WEST MIDLANDS 
GRASS MACHINERY COMPANY _14,15 


