OUT AND ABOUT

AMENITY APPOINTMENT

Joseph Bentley Ltd., of Barrow-on-Hum-
ber has appointed an Amenity Sales
Manager - John Gregory.

Mr. Gregory joined the sales team at
Bentley’s in 1987 and has a B.A.S.1.S.
qualification, he also holds a national
certificate in Horticulture. He will be
responsible for all Bentley Sales to local
authorities, landscape contractors, sports
clubs and public utilities, including the
development of ‘Growtree’ - a tree mulch-
ing compost.

John Gregory intends tobuild onthe healthy
base of local authorities, landscaping
contractors and landscape architects who
specify and use the product.

John Gregory
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Representatives from dealers attending the first training course on the Huxley 358 Greensmower

TRAINING COURSE ON 358 GREENSMOWER

Engineers from professional horticultural
machinery dealers throughout Britain at-
tended a successful first service training
course on the Huxley 358 Greensmower,
held recently at the company’s develop-
ment and manufacturing centre in New
Alresford, Hampshire.

Demonstrations and sales of this British-
designed and built precision mower are
fast expanding outside the company’s
direct sales area.

The result has been the establishment of
aregular series of practical courses for the
company’s appointed sales and service
dealers both at home and overseas.

The first course for representatives from
five British based dealers - George Brown,

Grass Machinery (now a Huxley-owned
company) of Edinburgh, H.Ardron & Son
of Ulverston, Cumbria; K.F.Kirby (Harbor-
ough) Ltd, Leicestershire; Strathmowers
Ltd, Dundee, Tayside; and Western Farm
Implements Ltd of South Wales, was held
in February.

In addition to courses on the 358
Greensmower, Huxleys run regular re-
fresher and new appointments training for
dealers’ staff on its full range of turf and
grounds maintenance machinery. They
also offer comprehensive owner and
user instruction on site, or at its
premises in Hampshire or at George
Brown Grass Machinery in Uphall, West
Lothian.

FORMULATED
SPECIFICALLY FOR USE
ON FINE TURF

WETTING AGENT

RESULT: GREENKEEPERS VERY PLEASED. COMPETITORS NOT PLEASED AT ALL!

IN 1989 :onmenluhhymmfmlm
Eliminates localised dry spots before they

FARMURA LAUNCHED it

'ZORBIT' THE NEW glievn soil compaction in heavy wear

TURF WETTING AGENT ;:“

water through the soil profile
@
Stimulates and maintains deeper rooting

Encourages a more uniform movement of

.‘
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SPORTSTURF CONNECTION

Inturf are growers and suppliers of the renowned SUPERSWARD TURFGRASS SERVICES

range of high quality natural cultivated turf. Unique harvesting INTERNATIONAL provide a tailor made

techniques ensure rapid re-establishment and all Inturf Supersward is service to the sportsturf industry, which

treated against poa annua. With turf production nurseries in includes: —

Yorkshire, the Midlands, Newmarket and Scotland, Inturf is = FUI; Design and Specification of sports
turf areas

delivered nationwide for use on a wide range of sports turf

o % ® Comprehensive technical and marketing
applications.

packages from feasibility to

implementation.
® Project management and post

Golf Courses - Soccer & Rugby Grounds - Outdoor Bowling Greens , . !
construction maintenance.

- Polo & Hockey Pitches - Lawn Tennis Courts - Cricket Wickets/
Squares - Parks & Recreational grassed areas - Croquet & Quality
Lawns - “All weather” wear-resistant natural turf surfaces. °

® Contract/tender documentation
procurement

Troubleshooting

® Recruitment for key personnel

® (General practical advice and consultancy.

THE SPORTSTURF CONNECTION ~TEAMED UP FOR THE FUTURE.

For information about the The Sportsturf Connection call 0759 — 304101 or send for our literature to: 11b, Regent Street, Pocklington, York
YO4 2KN. For Scotland telephone 031 663 6617/8/9 or write to Stewart & Co (Seedsmen) Ltd, Mayfield Industrial Estate, Dalkeich,
Midlothian, Scotland EH22 4BZ

M

»

[itermation

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey, GU21 5LY. Tel: (0483) 770303 Fax: (0483) 755082
Offices also at Stirling: (0786) 70252, Dublin (0001) 789501, Paris (1) 47 06 04 19, Germany (2853) 5202




OUT AND ABOUT

EUROPEAN TURFGRASS
TREATY

Rolawn of York, the biggest suppliers of
cultivated turf in the UK, have signed an
agreement with a leading horticultural
company in France to expand an increas-
ing demand for their product in Europe.
The turf will be grown by Darbonne of Paris
and supplied through a new commercial
network under the name of Sitoflor.
Rolawn will advise on all aspects of
production, marketing and distribution.
Darbonne grows a limited amount of
mature turf at present near Bordeaux and
customers include the golf clubs of
Monaco, Biarritz the Jardin du Luxem-
bourg in Paris and St. Nom La Breteche.
Rolawn have trebled their turnover in the
lastfour years by extensive promotion and
by theestablishmentof a network of unique,
direct-sell turf depots. Customers include
landscapers and gardeners as well as golf
clubs including St. Andrews and Muirfield,
First Division football clubs and Wimble-
don All England Lawn Tennis Club.
“Cultivated turf in rolls is still unknown in
France, but English lawns and greenkeep-
ing are a by-word for perfection. There is
no French word for greenkeeping so they
use the English” says Ken Dawson, Man-
aging Director of Rolawn. “Our associa-
tion with Darbonne gives the French
company prestige and the benefit of our
experience. It is an opportunity to expand

into Europe ahead of 1992.

GA20NS ROULE - POUSSE

sitoflor

Rolawn and Darbonne strike up an 'Entente Corchale’

Rolawn Ltd started fifteen years ago with
half an acre of land in Scotland and seven
acres in the Vale of York the following
year. Atthat time the only turf available in
this country was ordinary meadow, or
pasture turf and limited amounts of Cum-
berland sea-washed turf. Cultivated turf is
now a multi-million pound industry and
Rolawn has nearly 2,000 acres under
cultivation.

SA Dabonne afamily company set up over
ahundred years ago, is the world leader in
the production of culinary herbs, with over
3,200 acres under cultivation at Milly-la-
Foret, south of Paris and at Le Barp near
Bordeaux. Itis also a world leader for the

production of strawberry and asparagus
plants, researching new varieties every
year. It is run by brothers Luc and Hubert
Darbonne, grandsons of the founder.
The turf is grown on a sandy soil and is
purpose-grown using special seed mixes
to suit its end use, with different grades for
lawns, landscaped areas, sports pitches
and golf and bowling greens. Freshly
harvested in long, square yard or square
metre rolls, it is mature, weed-free and
ready to lay for an instant finish.

In three years the two companies plan to
have a total of 4,000 acres under produc-
tion which rolled out is enough turf to
circumvent the world!

I 1990

FARMURA WILL MAKE
THE NEW ‘FLO-GRO'
LIQUID FERTILIZERS
AVAILABLE TO THE
TURF INDUSTRY

9606

Maximises nutrient uptake at soil and
foliar level — reduces soil build up of
excess nutrients

@&

Encourages more even application
throngh spraying, providing even grass
growth response

undesirable flushes of growth
?

Stimulates a healthy green colowr without

LIQUID FERTILISER@ ™=~

ESULT: GREAT NEWS FOR GREENKEEPERS. BAD NEWS FOR COMPETITORS
STONE HILL, EGERTON, ASHFORD, KENT, TN27 9DU. TELEPHONE (023 376) 241/581

THE GOLF COURSE MAY 1990

13



OUT AND ABOUT

McMILLAN TEAM TRIO

Three members of one family, whose name
is synonymous with excellence in
greenkeeping, have united to form a
company offering a specialist support
service to golf courses and golf course
construction companies.

Founded by brothers, Cameron and Ste-
wart McMillan, and now joined by father,
Jack, McMillan Golf undertakes, or coordi-
nates and oversees, the fine work needed
ongolf courses, specialising in greens and
their approaches, surrounds, tees, bun-
kers, general hazards and drainage. The
team has already undertaken, contracts in
Berkshire, Surrey and Kent and members
of it were recently involved in the success-
ful completion of a prestigious project in
West Germany.

By combining the McMillans’ golf course
construction skill and experience with the
consultancy and golf club operation ex-
pertise of two additional board members,
Michael Latham and Roy Betts, McMillan
Golf offers a service that is unique it its
field. “Our ability to construct to a very high
standard is complemented by a full under-
standing of the practical impact of that
construction on a golf club’s future opera-
tion,” said Cameron McMillan, operations
director.

Cameron McMillan, having gained his
greenkeeping qualifications at Elmwood,
the UK's leading college, where he was his
year’s top student, spent several years at
Sunningdale Golf Club. He was involved
in course alteration, the construction of
greens, tees and bunkers and inthe prepa-
ration of the course for numerous amateur
andprofessionaltournaments, before join-
ing Liphook Golf Club as course manager,
a position he held for two years.

Stewart McMillan has more than 15 years
experience at senior level greenkeeping
and is currently course director at Leather-
head, where he is responsible for the
redevelopment of its 90 year old course.
Jack McMillan, a head greenkeeper for
over30years, the last nine at Sunningdale,
has a lifetime’s experience of remodelling
and altering golf courses and preparing
them for major events. His advice on turf
management is regularly sought at home
and abroad.

McMillan Golf is based at Leatherhead
Golf Club, Kingston Road, Leatherhead,
Surrey. KT22 ODP. Tel: 0372 843966.

AMENITY MOVE FOR
TESTERS

Testers have been Ford New Holland
dealers for almost 29 years as well as
holding other leading manufacturers
franchises at Edenbridge, a Kent beauty
spot, on the border of Kent, Surrey and
Sussex.

In 1981 they were appointed Land Rover
Agents and now have a Land Rover Centre
employing 20 staff. In 1986 their Fuel Oil
Distribution business became involved in
bulk liquid propane gas distribution and
now they are the main Shellgas operation
for the South East stretching from
Chichester to Dover and on up to the
Thames.

Testers have used their experience in
dealing with sales and service of agricul-
tural machinery to develop a fast growing
professionalturf equipment business; they
were already selling the Ford Compact
tractor range and have added Jacobsen,
Hayter, Beaver, Modus T, Turfmaster,
Lewis and Wessex.

The Professional Turf Division started 2
years ago and operates within a 25 mile
radius of the depot. Bill Hammond, the
Sales Manager together with his repre-
sentatives - Jack Bloomfield, Robert Lewis,
Robert Timms and George Woodcock -
recognise the growing potential in the
professional equipment market, the need
for more mechanised methods of cutting
grass and conditioning the ground and are
supported by the Parts Division managed
by Colin Kentish.

Marketing Director, Nigel Young, has
visited the U.S.A. twice in the last 12
months, firstly to help the management of
Lingfield Park Racecourse research
requirements for the grooming of their all
weather race track. His second trip was
with Jacobsen to their factory and the
GCSAA Conference and Exhibition.
Managing director, Paul Kentish said “We
have the Kent County Council contract to
supply Hayters for 1990 and are supplying
Southern Water Authority with a fleet of
Ford tractors fitted with Lawrence Edward
loaders, but we are not just in it for the big
contracts, allour customers are important.
Our company has been built on service to
farming so if we can't look after the
Greenkeepers and Sports Groundmen’s
needs, I'll be very surprised.

QUAD
IMPROVED

A new trencher to Britain the JI Case
trencher, known as the 760 ‘QUAD’, has
improved trenching technology and versa-
tility.

This unique and highly manoeuvrable
machine is the first of its type to be
delivered to a UK contractor and is
equipped with four different attachments
so it performs varied tasks in the narrow
trenching field. The need to hire-in single
or double attachment machines to per-
form separate trenching functions is now
no longer necessary.

Based on a standard 760 trencher, the
QUAD takes its name from its ability to
handle four attachments at the same time
including a chain cutter and vibratory
mole plough fitted to the rear with a back-
how and backfill blade attached to the
front. y
L. D. Bourgein (Oxford) limited, one of
Case’s UK trencher dealers, supplied the
760 '‘Quad’ to Turf Irrigation Services to
work on the Royal Birkdale golf course,
near Southport, scheduled to host the
British Open Championship next year, to
lay several thousand metres of 50mm and
38mm diameter UPVC water pipe to a
depth of 600mm - feeding sprinklers on
each fairway.

As Turf Irrigation’s workload mainly
involves pipe and cable laying on golf
courses, the mole plough will be the
attachment mostly in use. The company
believes the backhoe, trencher and back-
fill, blade will also be fully utilized which
means that there will be no need to hire-in
additional machines to carry out these
functions.

TRENCHER

With four different attachments on the Case 760
'Quad’ there is no need to hire-in additional
machines for separate trenching functions.

14

THE GOLF COURSE MAY 1990



JACKLIN TO
CONFERENCE

HOST

Tony Jacklin and the organisers of the
BBC Radio Show and the Daily Mail Ski
Show have got together to create a 2 day
conference “The Demand for Golf” to be
heldin Montreux Switzerland, January 24th
and 25th 1991.

Aimed at the European growth market the
visitors willinclude developers, architects,
financial investors, and service compa-
nies as well as the private landowner.
The object is to provide an information and
advisory service on the business of golf, in
particular the intelligent and profitable use
of land in the creation of courses and
related facilities. Speakers will come from
those concerned with golf holidays, travel
companies, event sponsorship, hotel
chains and local authorities.

The conference sessions will be on the
financial commitment, designdevelopment
and marketing of new golf resources and
there will be an associated exhibition with
an opportunity for individual discussions.
It willbe of particular interestto developers
seeking finance as well as information on
design, construction and management.
Held in Montreux Palace Hotel, Montreux,
Switzerland the event begins with a wel-
coming supper on Tuesday 23rd January
1991. The conference proper being held
on Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th

OUT AND ABOUT
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January, with a closing dinner on Thurs-
day 25thJanuary. Departure willbe Friday
AM 26th January.

The cost per delegate, to include hotel
room, meals and the conference is SFR
3500. For companies requiring exhibition

space the cost willbe SFR 310 per square
metre for space only. (Exhibition space is
limited and therefore available only to
delegates and their companies).

Further details from: Peter Anslow on 0634
660852.

KNAPSACK
SPRAYING

..the system
chosen by

No.1 for accuracy,
quality, performance

COOPER PEGLER

CP3 CP15
20 LITRE 15 LITRE
CAPACITY CAPACITY

More and more growers,
contractors and local
authorities are experiencing
the outstanding benefits of
the most popular knapsack
spraying system. Each model
is lightweight, easy-to-use

. and is designed to keep
chemical costs to the minimuml
Send today for brochure and prices

CCQOPER PEGLER

‘The sprayer people

oper Pegler & Co. Ltd., 2 Victoria Gardens

Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9LA

Tel: 0444 242526 Fax: 0444 235578
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The handshake heard
'round the world.

On September 26,1989, Ransomes and Cushman announced the
formation of a partnership in excellence. This partnership is committed
to servicing the professional needs of the lawn care and turf
maintenance industries on a world-wide basis.

Because of our mutual commitment to innovation and quality, RANSOMES

you’ll be assured of getting the consistently superior products and
service you've come to expect.

S
You’ll see that the best will only get better. (<<‘[U5HMN




We've developed some
strong attachments
for the Cushman’
Turf-Truckster.”

And so will you.

No wonder some golf course spread, seed and top dress. And you can do
Greenkeepers have them all with greater precision because of
grown attached to T 3 our unique ground speed

their Cushman governor control.
Turf-Trucksters. Pound for pound,
Nothing even comes | function for function,
close to fulfilling nothing is as versatile
as many functions or economical over
with such beautiful more years of

results. It’s state-of- p heavy use.
the-art turf maintenance e  Now with
machinery in a class by itself. -' Diesel engine OptiOH.
A superior SYStem. Now available with either petrol or
economical diesel engine options, the

More than a dozen attachments and Cushman Turf-Truckster is simply your
implements can be interchanged with a best turf maintenance vehicle investment.
minimum amount of effort, turning a Turf- Ask a Greenkeeper who owns one. Better yet,
Truckster into an entire fleet of turf call the Cushman dealer nearest you for
maintenance vehicles. You can spray, a free demonstration,or call 0473 270000 for
aerate, pick up cores, haul, dump, fertilise, more information today.

e cusHMAN

A RANSOMES GROUP COMPANY

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9QG. Telephone 0473 270000 Fax 0473 270032



ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY IMPROVES
FAIRWAY MOWING by Richard Bishop

he mowing of fairways up to

around 20 years ago was almost
invariably carried out by trailed gangs.
The trailed gang still performs this
function on many fairways both in the
UK and in the rest of the world and, to
their credit, in most cases give an ac-
ceptable finish. However, since the in-
troduction of powered gang mowers in
the early 1970s, and more recently the
introduction of self propelled ride-on
gang mowers, the Course Manager
can provide much more than just an
“acceptable” finish. He can provide,
with the help of modern equipment,
fairways which are maintained to a
very high standard and evenly cut no
matter what the terrain, as well as

the front cutting units before the driv-
ing wheels rolled the grass down.

he introduction of the Hydraulic

5/7 was a major step forward,
but there were problems associated
with cutting fairways; the unit had
been designed primarily for local au-
thority and contractor use. In short
the standard offered was not high
enough for the typical golf course fair-
way.
The breakthrough came in the mid-
1970s with the introduction of the
floating headed unit. Development of
this started mainly because of the
problems that George Brown (now
course manager at Turnberry) had at

Pictured cutting a fairway is a Ransomes Hydraulic 340TG trailed gang mower with

8-knife floating head cutting units

aesthetically pleasing. Perhaps thelast
point regarding aesthetics is not one
at the top of the Course Manager's
priorities but, with the increasing
interest in golf as a spectator sport,
particularly on television, aesthetics
does have a part to play.

Changes in fairway mowing, particu-
larly in the UK started with the intro-
duction of the Ransomes Hydraulic 5/
7. This unit, still in production today
in a modified form, was mounted on
the 3 point linkage, had cutting units
positioned in front of the driving wheels
and had the benefit of hydraulic drive
to the cutting units and hydraulic
liftingand lowering of the cutting units.
For the first time, cutting could be
carried out no matter what the for-
ward speed of the tractor because the
cutting ratio or cuts per yard was
infinitely variable by use of the engine
speed and gears. Another important
feature was that grass could be cut by

Princes Golf Club in Sandwich, Kent
with his Hydraulic 5/7. Anybody who
knows Princes Golf Club will under-
stand that the severe undulations
on the fairways were impossible to
cut without either “scalping” on the
ridges or leaving long grass in the
hollows. The problem was that the
cutting units, although being able to
articulate around the pivot point
from side to side, could not
articulate up and down around the
pivot point to enable the unit to follow
ground contours. The result was, as
previously said, long grass being left
in the hollows and ridges being
“scalped”. To overcome these prob-
lems Ransomes development engineers
worked closely with George and came
up with the floating head unit. The
floating head concept these days is not
out of the ordinary, but 15 years ago it
was very much ahead of its time as far
as fairway mowing was concerned.

ince those days development has

continued and there is now a
wide choice of fairway mowers with
powered cylinders for the Course
Manager to chose from. Most units are
hydraulically powered but there are
also some with mechanically driven
units, frequently belt-driven. There
have also been machines with cutting
units driven electrically, but for a
number of reasons that idea never did
catch on. The choice of equipment has
been widened in the last few years
with the introduction of ride-on self
propelled machinery. Whether these
machines are triples originally devel-
oped for tees and surround work, or
the larger purpose-built 5 unit ma-
chines, they do have the advantage of
being very much more maneuverable.
In most cases they also have the op-
tion of grass collection; a feature which
is becoming increasingly necessary
with the continual improvement in the
standard of fairways.

he most up-to-date method of

cutting fairways is with the light-
weight 5 unit ride-ons developed from
greens triples. As is so often thé case
the idea has emanated from the USA
and has much to commend it. All the
major manufacturers have such a
machine in their range and this year1
know will see a great deal of activity
with the promotion of these machines.
They are, of course, particularly suit-
able for conditions where low ground
pressure is of importance. Being de-
veloped from triple greens mowers,
they also have the ability to give a very
high standard of cut which can be
improved even further with the addi-
tion of Verti-Groom reel. Verticutting
units can also be fitted where appro-
priate, although this is not a new idea
as many of the current machines have
the ability to change from conven-
tional cylinder units to verticut heads.
So, the last 20 years has seen a dra-
matic change in the methods of cut-
ting fairways, and I would hazard a
guess that change will continue to
occur atwhat could be described atan
alarming rate. There is one thing for
certain, and that is that any person
involved in the purchase of fairway
mowing equipment has a very wide
range of types of products and manu-
facturers to chose from. Whether
trailed gangs, mounted gangs, triple
machines, 5 unit ride-ons or the very
latest lightweight 5 unit machines are
preferred, there are machines avail-
able to suit each and every applica-
tion.
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Lloyds and Co

Letchworth Limited

manufacturers of the higest quality
grass cutting machinery.

For further details or to arrange a
demonstration or trial loan, contact
A. G. Bray or D. P. Haley
on Letchworth 0462 683031
or Fax 0462 481964

David Denny Machinery Sales

The Old Bakery, High Street, West Wratting,
Cambridge, CB1 SLU

Ariens ride-on-tractor, 17hp, 42" cutting deck. All extras

£1,750.00

New Toppers Mower Tractor mounted 72" cutting width

£785.00 each

Ransomes Triplex 3 gang Ride-on Mower Serviced/Sharp-
ened, ready for work in very good working condition

£1,450.00

Post hole diggers with up to 12" augers

£675.00 each

Small Used Tractor in stock
Ring David for details and leaflets
Tel: (0223) 290492 Fax: (0223) 290845

HUXLEY =:; GREENSMOWER

“The Greenkeeper’s machine”

® Water-cooled
diesel engine

® Fully interchangeable
cutting units

® Power steering

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY

THE DEAN, NEW ALRESFORD, HANTS SO24 9BL, ENGLAND
Tel: 0962 733222 Fax: 0962 734702 Telex: 894426

GRASS MACHINERY
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THE YANKS ARE COMING TO
THE BONNY, BONNY BANKS OF
LOCH LOMOND

Why a Scottish Greenkeeper is not considered good enough to manage
Scotland’s latest golf complex ... ... John Lelean reports

n historical peninsula of tree

scaped parkland in the owner-
ship of one of Scotland’s principal
lairds, is about to suffer the ultimate
indignity in the eyes of the Scottish
traditionalists.
By 1992 it will be transformed into a
golf course, designed, bulldozed and
sculptured by an American profes-
sional golfer and his compatriate archi-
tect partner.
This first Scottish course where total
American design has been introduced
by the Weiskopf/Morrish partnership
is not for the plebeian golfer from
Clydebank Municipal or even the
Bearsden or Helensburgh club mem-
ber, the £52m development is aimed
strictly at the company corporate
market with an annual fee at present
set at £25,000 or £10,000 for individ-
ual international membership.
That does not only mean to say this
figure will not give value for money to
those taking up the offer, undoubtedly
the eventual two golf courses, the High
Road and the Low Road on the Rossdhu
Estate, plus the luxurious infastruc-
ture will provide the ultimate in golfing
excellence. The High Road course is
anticipated by many of the game's
sages to become a sparkling jewel in
the crown, of the home of golf.

hat is likely to add to the contro-

versy at Loch Lomond, will be
the decision to appoint an American
Superintendent to take charge of the
course. Although the supremo has not
been named it would appear to be a
foregone conclusion that the position
will go to someone from the other side
of the Atlantic.
Why Scotland's newest course should
be given to an American to maintain is
explained by Tom Weiskopf. “First and
foremost they have qualifications and
know how to manage golf courses.
From my experience there is a reluc-
tance in this country for greenkeepers
to carry out intensive aeration pro-
grammes, use fertilizers and regularly

top dress.”

“It could be that they are held back by
their club committees or restricted
budgets. but that won't happen here”.
The issue has been well aired by all in
charge of the Loch Lomond project.
Developer David Brench has sought
the best advice and is prepared to act
on it. As a member of Woburn, he had
the ear of Alex Hay, who acts as a
consultant to David.

Hay has strong views on course man-
agement. A green committee of one -
him; and no budgets. What needs to
be spent at Woburn will be found
without cutting any corners.

It has been a policy that cannot be
faulted at the Duke of Bedford's
courses, because it has proved to be
very successful, though that does not
mean to say he does not listen to the
suggestions of his greenstaff.

Alex Hay is an ardent supporter of
greenkeeper education and training,
though he fervently believes it is 20
years behind the times in Britain.
Where he can help a greenkeeper with
drive and ambition he will, but until
the know-how, demonstrated by quali-
fications are readily available, he will
support the Weiskopfdecision tobring
in the man who is fully conversant
with the construction methods used.
In his view twenty years of practical
experience, say on a golf course in one
part of the world can be no substitute
for a degree in agronomy and a de-
monstirable track record, when new
methods are being applied.

“Once the golf courses are established
and experience gained in the field on
American methods, the British
greenkeeper will certainly take over,”
he added.

Hay said that he is confident that
there will be stepping up of the
greenkeeper's education programme
in this area and the benefits of Ameri-
can construction methods going on in
many parts of the UK will provide the
classroom for our young trainee
greenkeepers.

The story of Loch Lomond's concep-
tion has been quoted previously, but
is worth repeating. It all emerged out
of an idea from Stirling Investments
property developer, David Brench, who
had been involved in a project at the
south end of the Loch.

The scheme was not feasible, but it
sparked off a train of thought which
led to him broaching the golf course
ideawith SirIvar Colquhoun, the owner
of Rossdhu House, a stately ancestral
home, dating back to 1772, but va-
cated by the family for something
smaller, warmer and more liveable.
Now David is a self-confessed “golf-
nut” and on his world travels had
played the two Arizona courses in
cow-boy and indian country, Desert
Highlands and Troon. The latter course
was a Tom Weiskopf/Jay Morrish
design and it so happened, Tom was
around at the time.

David was introduced, broached the
subject of his dream and persuaded
Tom Weiskopf to come over and take a
look. From that moment on the “dream”
became reality.

Tom recalls that when he and Jay
drove into the estate off the A82, they
had laid out the 16th, 17th and 18th
holes before they reached Rossdhu
House. His reaction on arrival was -
“We've designed the finishing holes,
let's now look at the rest!”

e has been quoted before, but he
Hsajd it again. “This is the finest
piece of land we have ever been given
to build a golf course”. He is not nec-
essarily looking for a memorial to the
Weiskopf/Morrish partnership,
though this could become a possibil-
ity. Rather, he said, he would like the
course to have the appearance of
having been built by a Scot over a
hundred years ago.

The greens at Loch Lomond are under
construction to the USGA specifica-
tion, or nearly. The herring bone drain-
age system has been installed, but
there is no stone carpet. “We don't
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