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My biggest problem at present is moles. 
They have wrecked havoc on numer-
ous tees and fairways in their serach 
for worms, but hopefully this little 
headache will be solved as I have just 
obtained a licence to set various traps 
to reduce the population. As you can 
see, we need a licence for everything 
here in Germany. 
Geman golf is enjoying a "boom" at 
present, with large numbers of begin-
ners applying to join clubs, but it is 
very, very expensive compared to golf 
clubs in the UK. Entrance fees for a 
new member can cost anything up to 
£100,000, plus an annual subscrip-
tion of £2,000. 

he atmosphere at Golf Club 
Olching can be described as 
friendly, though theytake their 
eriously. On tournament days, 

the players join in with a meal in the 
club-house after the competition, fol-
lowed by the prize giving and this 
makes for a very enjoyable evening. 
Food and drink is always served on the 
course at the half way stage for major 
events. In the summer, cold drinks, 
ice-cream and dsandwiches, in spring 
and autumn it is usually hot soup and 
warm rolls. 
As a relatively new sport, golf course 
etiquette leaves something to be de-
sired and differs from club to club. 
Some for instance allow the members 
to bring their dogs with them to walk 
the course during a round, though 
they are supposed to be on a lead. 
More often than not the owner slips 
the leash, causing a great deal of aggra-
vation to the greenstaff, who the dogs 
probably feel have no right to be there! 
Etiquette is a problem the professional 
golfers have realised will have to be 
tackled and a number are now holding 
behaviour evenings which will hope-
fully improve the situation. 
Moving to a country with a foreign 
language, despite the fact we are all 
part of the European Community is 
very demanding and requires consid-
erable stamina. For every five ex-pats 

L 

from Britain who arrive here to seek 
their fortune, three will return home, 
unable to adjust to a new way of life. 
It is the single man without ties that 
golf clubs will seek out. The married 
man with children will find it much 
more difficult to adapt, not only be-
cause of the language barrier, but the 
difficulties with schooling, a job for his 
wife and the ability to make new family 
friends. 

earning German is absolutely 
essential, but most clubs will 
pay for language courses. It is 

not necessary to be fluent, though the 
better one can communicate both in 
the written and spoken word, the easier 
the job and for that matter your social 
life becomes. 
For instance the paper work is never 
ending, what with work permits, health 
insurance, registering as a citizen, 
plus the usual daily requirements to 
complete forms, order materials and 
the hundred and one other items of lit-
erature. 
Having printed the black side, with 
perseverance, hard work and a deter-
mination to succeed, the rewards will 
actually be reaped. New golf courses 
are under construction throughout 
Germany, offering the opportunity to 
move on to better positions, find greater 
challenges and seek improved status, 

with of course the advantage of higher 
salaries. 

All work, despite its challenge, 
can make Jack a dull boy, so 
there is also time for relaxation. 

Any member of the staff can play in the 
club tournaments and this is some 
thing I try to do when possible. Playing 
off a 16 handicap I have managed to 
win two of the club events this year, 
which I must confess has given me a 
great dead of pleasure. 
The of course there is the Munich Beer 
Festival in October. Ten tents each 
one housing over 5,000 people, take 
three months to put up. There are also 
rides shooting galleries, side shows 
and many other attractions, but for 
me, 111 settle for the German beers! 
I have not regretted exchanging the 
steel mills of Sheffield for the motor 
manufacturing of Munich, nor the 
Derbyshire Peaks for the Bavarian 
forests. In this part of Germany the 
course is uaually playable from the 
beginning of March until the end of 
December and these are the months 
when all the work has to be completed. 
There is no overtime payment and in 
the spring and summer the days are 
long and hard, but there is always the 
three months holiday to look forward 
to - and if you ski! But that's another 
story. 
We cut out out own ski-tracks on the 
course during the winter, so people 
can go cross country ski-ing. The club 
own a snow mobile which makes the 
tracks as it is driven along. There is 
little or no damage to the course as the 
greens and tees are fenced off at the 
end of the playing season to keep the 
ski-ers on to the open part of the 
fairways and rough. 
If any greenkeeper would like to know 
more about applying for jobs in Ger-
many, then don't hesitate to write. I 
would be very pleased to answer any 
questions that they might have that 
has'nt been covered. "Stephen 
Goldthorpe can be contacted c/o Golf 
Club Olching, Fourstrasse 89. 8037 
Olching. Nr. Munich. West Germany. 

Approaching the 18th green in front of the impressive clubhouse 
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Cirencester Golf Club gets a 
new 18th fairway 

I by John Campbell l 

Phillip Franklin, Green Chairman points out the distant 18th green in front of the white building. He is standing on the edge 
of the new fairway landing area for tee shots 

Many courses have potential 
bottleneck spots where 
holdups occur during busy 

periods slowing down play and 
causing frustration to golfers. Cirenc-
ester Golf Club is one course who have 
successfully dealt with a problem area, 
which was often a source of slow play. 
Two holes, the 14th and 18th share 
the same fairway along a deep valley 
with play going in opposite directions. 
The 4th, measuring 377 yards, is one 
of the good holes on the course played 
up the valley flanked by a steep hill-
side of rough on the right. The run of 
the ground is against play, calling for 
a good drive and a well placed second 
shot to a raised green set into the foot 
of the left hand slope. The green is 
strategically bunkered with no room 
for error. 
Higher up the slope, overlooking the 
4th green is the tee for the finishing 
hole, 457 yards running in the oppo-

site direction, which demands a down-
hill drive into the valley towards on-
coming traffic playing the 4th hole. 

Phillip Franklin, Green Chair 
man at the Club explained, 
They are both good holes but 

the snag is having to share the same 
fairway, it was always a source of slow 
play and potentially dangerous for 
golfers. Really we are in a situation 
now, where every fairway should be 
separated in view of the amount of 
play taking place." 
"We decided the time was ripe to alter 
the 18th hole, by carving a new fair-
way out of the hillside along the valley 
to create an alternative route to the 
green. The earthmoving work was 
undertaken by a local contractor with 
a Hy-mat under our own supervision. 
The bulk of the work was carried out 
last year. 
Phase 2, this autumn, involved minor 
adjustments to increase the ball land-

ing area for tee shots, also additional 
subtle mounding of features, so that 
the whole thing blends in naturally 
with the surroundings." 
"Ground clearance work at the start 
entailed the removal of 31 mature 
conifer trees from the site and a fur-
ther 9 were taken out after much con-
sideration during stage 2, to enlarge 
the tee shot landing area. It was our 
desire to preserve as many trees as 
possible, for they provide a shelter belt 
and have always been a feature on this 
part of the course." 
"It took six weeks with the Hy-mat to 
move about 10,000 tons of heavy 
material and 600 tons of topsoil to 
provide a seed bed to finish the job. 
Machine hire cost £12,000. Imported 
top soil £2,000. Grass seed £600. An 
elevated tee was built by our own 
greenkeeping staff, which gives an 
excellent view of the fairway ahead, 
which slopes gradually downhill into 
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View of fairway from a tee shot landing spot. The position marked by small bush on horizon between gap in the trees. 
Exposed soil left and right is where features were modified this autumn to enlarge playing surface width 

the floor of the valley." Phillip Franklin 
added, "I suppose by the time all the 
work has been completed we will have 
spent around £20,000 on the project." 
Building this new fairway will make a 

considerable difference to the smooth 
flow of play, particularly at peak peri-
ods and it is estimated that it will 
reduce by up to 40 minutes a round at 
the end of the day. The new 18th will 

undoubtedly be a challenging test for 
all golfers. It already has its own char-
acter, where the elevation provides 
splendid views over the rest of the 
course and surrounding countryside. 

Looking down the new 18th fairway towards the green in front of the white building. Soil areas in foreground are where 
features were modified during phase 2. 



TURF MACHINERY 
THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE 
Units 3 & 4, Wedglen Industrial Estate, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9RE 
Tel: 073081 5775/6/7 Fax: 073081 5844 

NEW AND USED GRASS CUTTING MACHINERY AND TRACTORS 

Allen National 84 (ex demo) 
Auburn 60" tractor mower 
Cushman (single seater) 
Cushman Sprayer 
Ford 1910 4 wd Ag tyres roll bar 
Hayter compact 120 
Iseki SG15 c/w mower rear discharge (ex demo) 
Kubota B8200 4 wd Ag tyres 
Ransomes 180 (red engine) ĉ to fixed heads 
Ransomes 180 diesel (RFE) fixed heads 
Ransomes 61" rider rotary petrol 
Ransomes hydraulic 5 folding type 
Ransomes gangmowers 3 mounted MK10 (rubber) 

Ransomes gangmowers 3 towed MK10 (rubber) 
Ransomes gangmowers 3 mounted MK11 (rubber) 
Royer Soil Processor 
Toro GM300 c/w new units & new groomers 
Mountfield triple *M* (ex demo) 
Jacobsen Greens King 1V 

Main dealers for Agria - Iseki - Allen - Woods - Mountfield 
WE ARE NOW JACOBSEN AGENTS FOR WEST SUSSEX, 
SURREY AND SOUTH WEST LONDON BOROUGHS 

We buy and sell - always willing to take part exchange 

GOLF BALL COLLECTOR 
BY EASY PICKER 

RING FOR DETAILS 
FROM 9 TO 21' 

DESIGNED TO SAVE TIME 

FENDRESS® 
THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF TOP DRESSING AS SUPPLIED TO 

MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES FOR OVER 10 YEARS 

A superior and consistent golf green top dressing prepared for 
the professional using the highest quality East Anglian fensoils 
(with very low clay and silt fractions) which are blended with 
lime free silica sand, shredded and screened, ready for imme-
diate application. 

Save capital outlay on expensive equipment, which can stand 
idle for long periods, also labour costs, but most important of 
all, save the difficulty of finding suitableraw materials which are 
essential to produce a high quality top dressing. 

Bulk deliveries to all parts of the UK, including Northern 
Ireland in 10-25 tonne loads. Also pre-packs for easy handling. 
Special mixes prepared to your own specification. 

Remember, there is only one true FENDRESS®. Beware of 
imitations. 

Also available, granulated Sedge Peat (Fenpeat), screened 
loam, specialist yellow or white bunker sands, grit/dried sand 
for vertidraining. 

Please telephone T J Banks for 
a competit ive quotation 

Contact: 

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD 
3 ANGEL COURT 
DAIRY YARD 
HIGH STREET 
MARKET HARBOROUGH 
LEICS LE16 7NL 

Tel: (0858)64346 or 33003 

into continental Europe we are 
looking for a representative to 

promote the magazine to companies 
active in the golf course industry. 

Reply in writing with full C.V. to:-
Michael Coffey, 

The Golf Course, 
129a High Street, Dovercourt, 

Harwich, Essex. 
C012 3AX ENGLAND 

WANTED 
CONTINENTAL BASED ENGLISH 

SPEAKING MEMBER OF THE 
GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

Due to the expansion of 



FOR COURSE CONSTRUCTION, 

RENOVATION, DRAINAGE, 

VERTI-DRAINING, OR 

ANY CONTRACTING 

USE THE 
PROFESSIONALS 

YOU WONT BE 
DISAPPOINTED! 

get t h e m t o subsc r ibe t o d a y 
E u r o p e ' s l ead ing p u b l i c a t i o n o n g o l f c o u r s e 

m a n a g e m e n t a n d d e v e l o p m e n t . 

We enclose our cheque for £24 (UK) £35 (overseas) 

Return to: the Golf Course Circulation Dept., 129a High Street, 
Dovercourt, Harwich, Essex. CO 12 3AX 0255 507526 

37 ROMAN WAY, TURPINS RIDE, HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK. CB9 ONG TEL: 0440 62369 

M a k e sure y o u r c lub rece i ves a c o p y o f 

Name: Golf Club: 

Address: — — 

Postcode 



HARD on the heels of the discus 
sion document The Way For 
ward*, produced by the 

Greenkeeping Panel of the Royal and 
Ancient, comes another paper com-
missioned by the Royal and Ancient's 
Development Panel dealing with the 
expansion of golf. It would be invidi-
ous to compare these publications, 
though both are designed primarily to 
stimulate discussion and to postulate 
problems rather than propose solu-
tions at this stage. Both cover aspects 
of the game of golf which are threat-
ened by many factors, not least the 
sheer popularity of the game itself . 
That there is a demand for more 
courses is unarguable What is more 
debatable is the realistic level of ex-
pansion, from which develops the dis-
cussion on how to provide the prid-
icted increase in golfing facilities. 

The Demand for Golf' despite 
the unarguable fact that a 
great deal of work and research 

has gone into its preparation is, in my 
opinion, seriously flawed. It purports 
to show that 700 new 18 hole courses 
are needed in the next ten years. This 
is based on the arbitary assessment 
that one course is needed for every 
25,000 of the population, man, woman 
and child. Tliis takes no account of 
the regional or indeed national popu-
larity of the game and therefore re-
lated demand and indeed the paper 
accepts this by admitting that the 
actual level in Scotland is one course 
to every 12,000 population, - but not 
even a Sassesnach would find this 
extraordinary! This arbitary yardstick 
has incidentally long since been 
abandoned e.g. in the States and by 
those conducting U.K. feasibility sur-
veys. 
If one works out the projected popula-
tion of England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland in the year 2000, it 
does not need an Einstein to calculate 
on the above basis the total number of 
courses required, nor, by deducting 
the actual courses, to find the bal-
ance. It is however an incontrovertible 
law of logic that incorrect observa-
tions always result in wrong deduc-
tions! 
At least the survey has provided one 
excellent service to golf, by demolish-
ing the often-quoted statement that 
"there are more than 2000 golf courses 
in England, Scotland and Wales". In 
fact the figure given (including 58 in 
Northern Ireland) is 1862 facilities -
and by facilities is meant anywhere 
where golf can be played from pitch 
and putt Par 3's to 36 hole 'champion-
ship' courses. 

The 
demand 
for golf 

Simple arithmetic has produced the 
figure of a 700 course deficiency, 600 
of them in England - but this is clearly 
wishful thinking and takes no ac-
count of the difficulties in providing 
them. Such problems would have 
been brought to light by exposing the 
paper to debate and discussion by 
qualified persons and bodies before 
publication, such as the EGU Golf 
Development Committee. As it stands, 
the paper will be of value in stimulat-
ing discussion and lead to a much 
more accurate assessment of the real-
istic and achievable demand. To fail to 
ask the opinion of either the Archi-
tects or the Contractors, through their 
Associations, seems to be an extraor-
dinary omission. Indeed it is not very 
clear who provided at least some of the 
evidence on which these conclusions 
were based and recommendations 
made. 

by Jim Arthur 

It is in connection with the de-
ductions based on wrong crite-
ria that the greatest exception 

will be taken by those who really know 
the more accurate picture. 
Equally, one must admit that in peri-
ods of enormous change, it ill behoves 
anyone to stick rigidly to the precepts 
which governed previous decades. One 
is all too conscious of the extent and 
rapidity of changes taking place in 
Eastern Europe, to dismiss such a 
scale of change in golf as totally im-
possible - but it is certainly stretching 
credulity to the limit to calmly state 
that we must build more golf course s 
in the next decade than in the previ-
ous eight, especially when no account 
is taken not only of the inordinate time 
it takes to get any new project off the 
ground in terms of planning and fi-
nancial restraints but, even more 
pertinently, the huge problems in 
regard to planning permission and 
conservation limitations, which are 
not even mentioned, nor is the desper-
ate scarcity of even half reasonable 

land or the equal shortages of Archi-
tects to design the course, Contrac-
tors to build them, Greenkeepers to 
look after them and Advisers to deal 
with problems. Eighty years ago, in 
the pre 1914 boom, excellent golfing 
country could bought for nothing and 
courses cost even less to build. 

It is with regard to the recommen-
dations based on these assump-
tions that issue must be taken. 

Hie first is the rash assumption that 
the interest in golf will continue to 
expand on a straight line graph - and 
life certainly never runs so smoothly 
and predictably and golf, like life, has 
always suffered from ups and downs, 
as many of us can confirm on both 
counts! Golf has boomed in response 
to television coverage but there are 
signs that television's paymasters are 
looking askance at present levels of 
cover, let alone considering increasing 
them. Participators and organisers in 
many activities and sports have had 
unpleasant surprises in the past when 
television coverage was reduced, and 
golf is not immune. 
Sources of providers of the new courses 
are briefly itemised - but many are 
debatable. The report accepts that 
members clubs can take no more golf-
ers - but what is does not say is that 
many are considering taking far less 
Societies and asking members to pick 
up the financial short-fall. This will 
have increasing relevance if the Inland 
Revenue persists in the view that the 
money from societies is primarily being 
used to keep subscriptions lower than 
they would be and so would be liable to 
taxation. Whilst accepting that there 
can be no significant provision from 
creating new member-owned and run 
clubs to fill the need, the report sug-
gests that members clubs could util-
ise adjacent spare ground to provide 
public facilities - but this is highly 
debatable as very few Clubs that I 
know have any such spare land, espe-
cially in areas where it is most needed. 
Most are increasingly cramped by to-
day's demand for extra length to ac-
commodate longer drives with im-
proved balls and clubs to bother about 
providing facilities for non-members. 
I doubt wether this source might pro-
duce more than about 1% of the 
demand, if that. 
Local Authorities, it is suggested might 
help but, in England anyway, where 
the demand is greater, none has spare 
cash for such expensive developments 
and are in any case being pressed to 
privatise the management of their 
existing courses. Public course golf-
ers may get a nasty surprise - with a 



round of golf on public courses quoted 
in the report at only £1.70 for 
Richmond Park, down to 44p-90p in 
Scotland. With greater accountability 
to their Poll Tax payers and their ex-
travagances being made more obvious 
in the near future, I cannot see mu-
nicipal authorities filling any of the 
need. 
The report accepts that proprietary 
courses and clubs will provide the 
major share of the increase - but ig-
nores the fact that golf courses built 
by hotel groups are not for the benefit 
of the golfing public but are there to fill 
hotel bedrooms, attract conferences, 
or even to build houses round them. 
Many in fact insist on some proof of 
competence before paying guests are 
let loose to wreak havoc on heavily 
played courses. Clearly there is a limit 
to the number of such hotels on 
grounds of sharing a limited market. 
Furthermore, experience contradicts 
the report, in that if there is a club at 
such 'hotel facilities' it is there purely 
for social and competitive reasons and 
is barely tolerated and certainly has 
no influence on course presentation, 
for which those incharge are duly 
grateful. All this may be of some en-
couragement to the more proficient of 
club-less golfers but holds out little 
real hope for the beginners whose en-
thusiasm can be measured in reverse 
order to their ability. 
There may also be scope for a very, 
very few proprietary ventures where 
money is no object and sheer expen-
siveness keeps membership exclusive, 
but some of these multi million pound 
ventures could well be vulnerable to 
any change in the country's economic 
health - quite apart from the fact that 
some have been built to standards 
more applicable to Texas or the Middle 
East, producing conditions which both 
research and practical experience 
shows will not stand up to being inten-
sively played on during our wet rather 
than very cold winters and relatively 
short growing period. 
At the other extreme the report sug-
gests that very inexpensive courses 
may be built to supply local demand. 
This advice to entre-preneurs to start 
low-cost, low-risk ventures might just 
work if some ideal natural golfing 
country were cheaply available, as it 
was to our forbears, but it almost 
never is. Light, sandy, free-draining 
sites are rare indeed. What is gener-
ally available is heavy, poorly-drained, 
flat land where skimping of (expen-
sive) drainage means problems. 
Frankly the days when one could fob 
off rubbishy conditions on new en-
trant golfers are over. As the Society 

problem illustrates, many are used to 
playing over the best courses. 
Advice to build on the cheap and 
improve later is simply bad advice. 
One does not need to spend millions -
but skimping on basic specifications 
means eventual rebuilding to achieve 
a longer playing season and better 
profitability - with all the vastly in-
creased costs as well as disruption to 
play and income. "Do it right first 
time" is a much better maxim than "fix 
it later" and applies equally to small 
DIYS schemes as to major hotel-based 
tournament ventures, whether built 
20 years ago or recently. 

The one recommendation that 
the report should have made is 
missing. That is that there 

must be some form of control, or if that 
is impossible, detailed advice must be 
readily available to developers on the 
question of specifications as well as 
the practical advice offered by the 
EGU golf development committee. We 
want to see no more of those awful 
muddy golf-in-a-field ventures of 
twenty years ago, with ryegrass fair-
ways and with bad drainage. 
Equally we do not need vastly expen-
sive courses built with pure sand 
greens, which research at the STRI 
has demonstrated so clearly are sim-
ply not relevant to our climatic condi-
tions. If such greens are not fed gener-
ously with lime, as well as with phos-
phate and potash, the grass just dies 
- not surprisingly in such sterile hydro-
ponic conditions. If it is fed, then the 
fine grasses (often of strains bred 
especially to withstand very high 
temperatures and the associated very 
high irrigation of hot arid environ-
ments) revert to annual meadow grass 
which is not a risk in desert conditions 
and as the recent heavy rainfall has 
shown, those unplayed-on, research 
plots flood! Waterlogged conditions on 
pure sand? Yes, because the water is 
held by the annual meadow grass 
thatch. By sand greens, few people 
expect 'browns' - i.e. greens with no 
grass on them, even if they do drain 
well! 
I understand even the latest extrava-
ganza to be built in Surrey, to a design 
by Robert Trent Jones Jnr. will have a 
sand-soil mix for its greens. 
Advice in the report to start with nine 
holes in preference to eighteen is again 
short sighted. In all costs, be they 
construction or maintenance, nine 
holes cost disproportionately more 
than half the same items for eighteen 
but the revenue is only half at best. 
One of the first rules of feasibility 
surveys is that if financial restraints 

make a start on nine holes inevitable, 
there must be adjacent space to de-
velop the second nine quickly, or the 
project is unviable. Similarly golfing 
hotels must have in excess of a hundred 
bedrooms, with two 18 hole courses, 
to be guaranteed to be an economic 
success. 

Another dubious source advised 
by the report is the develop 
ment of 'surplus' farmland. 

This is so fraught with problems that 
few proposals actually take off. One 
problem is that often the land is too 
distant from its potential clients, with 
no major attraction locally to draw 
customers. Unless there is a hotel 
with ancillary attractions (swimming 
pool, sauna, squash, tennis etc.) 
clients will not come and frankly farm-
ers have in general little experience of 
dealing with the human race and so 
must employ costly management, so 
good bye to the profits. Furthermore, 
developers want to build their own 
hotels and are not ready and willing to 
take over existing affairs and what 
farmer wants to sell his land for a 
marginal (development) profit - even if 
he could negotiate in addition a small 
share of the profit. 
Another problem with farmland is that 
it is all too often flat, prairie land 
devoid of natural features and what is 
far worse is that it has been inten-
sively farmed with such high residual 
soil fertility that it is impossible to 
grow fine turf on it - it becomes golf in 
a meadow and a high-cost meadow for 
maintenance at that! Costs of con-
struction to provide some contours or 
features or tree planting are conse-
quently much higher. 
It is worth noting that even in America, 
where far from disinterested sources 
claim that the needs of golf can be met 
only by opening one new course every 
day for the rest of this century, there 
are areas away from the coast or in 
basically dull farming areas where 
supply exceeds demand. In other 
areas climatic considerations, from 
the extremes of deep snow to a combi-
nation of heat and humidity, limit the 
effective playing season to much less 
than the full year and there, unless 
clubs can charge members more to 
pay for the high cost (e.g. disease 
control) of times when they cannot or 
do not wish to play, some clubs are in 
financial difficulties. Equally, one has 
to admit that in the States there are 
enough examples of entreprenurially -
built leisure centres, initially without 
a golf course, lacking profitability, 
which has dramatically improved by 
later incorporating a golf course. 
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PETER BELLCHAMBERS, 
STEVEN McFARLANE, 

HAWTREE & SON 
5 Oxford Street, 

Woodstock, Oxon. 0X7 1TQ 
Tel: 0993 811976 

ALISTAIR RAE 

26 Tannoch Road, 
Uplawmoor, Glasgow, 

G78 4AD 
Tel: 050 585 371 

STEFEN QUENOUILLE 
c/o TOM McAULEY 

38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co. 
Down, N. Ireland BT20 4RW 

Tel: 0247 465953 

BARK AND BARK 
BASED PRODUCTS 

Full members 

J.HAMILTON STUTT-
HAMILTON STUTT & CO. 

Bergen 12, Bingham Ave, 
Poole, Dorset. BH14 8NE 

Tel: 0202 708406 

CAMERON SINCLAIR 

Marsh Watson PTY Ltd., 
P.O.Box 136, 

Nerang. Q.4211, Australia. 
Tel: 075 58 4733 

DONALD HARRADINE 
PETER HARRADINE 

CH6987, Casiano, 
Switzerland. 

Tel: 091 711561 

FRED HAWTREE, 
MARTIN HAWTREE, 

SIMON GIDMAN 
HAWTREE & SON 

5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, 
Oxford. OX7 1TQ 
Tel: 0993 811976 

JEREMY PERN 
13 Lotissement des Chenes, 

Aussonne 31700, 
Blagnac (Toulouse) 

France 
Tel: 61 85 09 02 

EDDIE HACKETT 

28 Ailesbury Drive, 
Dublin 4, 

Eire. 
Tel: Dublin 691592 

DONALD STEEL 

The Forum, Stirling Road, 
Chichester, West Sussex. 

P019 2EN 
Tel: 0243 531901 

JOAN DUDOK VAN HEEL 

Beukenlaan 4, 
B-1640, St Genesius-Rode, 

Nr. Brussels, 
Belgium. 

Tel: 02-3583387 

JAN SEDERHOLM 

S 252 34 Heisingborg 
K. Krisoffersweg 3A Sweden. 

Tel: 042-371-84 

Overseas provisional 

KURT ROBKNECHT 

Dennenmoos 5a, 
8990 Lindau-Bad, 

Schachen, Germany. 
Tel: 08382-230-05 

R. BERTHET 

Chateau du Tremblay 
S/Mauldre 78490 Montfort 

L'Amaury France 
Tel: (1)34879200 

TJASA GREGORIO 

Kobilarna Lipica, 66 210 
Sezatia 

Yugoslavia 

GERARD JOL 

Landschapsarchitekt bnt, 
Middenduinerweg 75, 

2082 LC Santpoort 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 023 376449 

COMPOSTS 

RUFFORD TOP DRESS 
SUPPLIES LTD 

Nucks Wood Quarry, Wiggins 
Lane, Rufford. Nr Southport. 

L40 IUJ 
Tel: 0704 821900 
Fax: 0704 822583 

FERTILISER & TURF 
DRESSINGS 

TOM McAULEY 

38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co. 
Down, N. Ireland. BT20 4RW 

Tel: 0247 465953 

PIER MANCINELLI 

21 Via Achille Papa 
00195, Rome, 

Italy. 
Tel: 06-36036-35 

BOUGHTON LOAM LTD 

Telford Way, Telford Way Ind. 
Estate, Kettering, Northants 
NN6 8UN Tel: 0536 510515 
Suppliers of Loams, Sports 

and Horticultural Dressings 

GOLF COURSE 
ACCESSORIES 

WOODBLAST T-SIGNS 
Quality sinage in carved cedar 

wood or green slate. 
Colour brochure and details from: 
Woodblast Signs, Lower Standen 

Hay, Whalley Road, Clitheroe, 
Lanes. BB7 1PP 

Tel: 0200 - 22156 Telex: 635562 
griffin G Fax: 0200 - 28576 

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD. 
342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds. 

LU4 8NU Tel: 0582-597262 
Fax: 0582 - 505241 

TACIT 

Unit 3, 3 Millers Lane, Monks 
Kirby, Rugby, CV23 ORJ 

Tel: 0788 832166 
The very best for less in golf 

course equipment 

GOLF COURSE 
CONTRACTORS 

BRIAN D. PIERSON 
(CONTRACTORS LTD) 

Homestead Farm, Ringwood 
Road, Three Legged Cross, 

Wimbourne, Dorset. BH12 6QY 
Tel: 0202 822372/824906 

LAND UNIT 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Folly Farm, Hanslope, Milton 
Keynes, Bucks. MK19 7BX 

Tel: 0908510414 

LANDSCAPE 
MAINTENANCE LTD 

167 Station Road, 
West Moors, Dorset. 

Tel: 0202 872549 

GOLF LANDSCAPES LTD 

Ashwells Road, Bentley, 
Brentwood, Essex. 

CM15 9SR 
Tel: 0277 373720 

MELCOURT INDUSTRIES 
LIMITED 

Three Cups House, 5 Church 
Street, Tetbury, Gloucester-
shire. GL8 8JG Tel: (0666) 

502711 Telex: 43144 
Fax: (0666) 504398 

CAMLAND 
PRODUCTS LTD 

Fordham House, 
Fordham, Cambs. CB7 5LN 

Tel: 0638 721100 
Telex: 81254 

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF 
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS 



POLITICS 

Where, then, do we go from 
here. Clearly a level of 700 
new courses is highly un-

likely even if they were all needed. 
There is no law which says the de-
mand for golf will continue to expand 
on a straight line graph - and indeed 
all the experience this century shows 
a cyclic pattern with peaks before the 
First World War, again in the twenties, 
in the sixties and currently. 
Who is to provide these new facilities? 
Clearly it is not going to be by new 
member-owned clubs, and the supply 
for local authorities, entrepreneurs 
and farmers will be relatively small. 
The bulk must come from hotel and 
leisure groups who are the only ones 
with the money - and money is needed 
in a form, since we are not just 
talking about new courses but the as-
sociated 100 + bedroom hotel and 
leisure buildings. This again must be 
limited or it could be self defeating -
you can easily end up with excessive 
competition leaving low occupancy 
rates! 
My guess is that we shall see perhaps 
a maximum of 200 new courses in the 
next decade - and we shall be hard 
pushed to find the money, the land, 
the architects, the contractors and the 
greenkeepers to build and run them 
well, quite apart from endless battles 
with planners and conservationists. 
There are welcome signs that the 
Nature Conservancy Council do not 
now automatically reject any golf 
course proposals, even on environ-
mentally sensitive areas (which are 
often on the best golfing country 
anyway), as they accept that golf 
courses when established, like motor-
way verges, are some of our most 
valuable conservation areas - less 
subject to man's interference over 
large areas than (especially) farmland. 
These developments will benefit the 
well-heeled element of new golfers but 
will do nothing for the rest. In areas 
where golf is the natural game we are 
probably reasonably well supplied with 

existing courses, but there is an un-
doubted need for expansion in high 
population areas and in traditional 
holiday areas. In such cases it may be 
more constructive for golfing authori-
ties to mount an official campaign to 
woo the planners and coincidentally 
the conservationists. 

There is however one point in 
the report which is unques-
tionably wrong and indeed dan-

gerous. It concerns a proposal to set 
up a National Golf Development 
Council, chaired by the R & A, to 
include "all those who stand to bene-
fit" from golf development. An advi-
sory organisation is certainly needed 
and would be welcomed, but I would 
agree with the report that it is unlikely 
that "leadership from a group of hon-
orary Committee members supported 
by a part of the available time of the 
EGU Secretary can provide enough 
input to achieve the dramatic increase 
in the rate of development of facili-
ties." as the problem requires a more 
"full time" solution. 
The National Golf Foundation in the 
States is quoted as the prototype. This 
is a trade-supported and motivated 
body which is kept very firmly at arms 
length by the USGA Those formulat-
ing rules or providing impartial advice 
must never be seen to be in cahoots 
with those benefitting, or those who 
are penalised will call foul in very 
expensive Anti-trust law litigation. By 
all means listen to what interested 
parties have to say - but they should 
not be part of the ultimate decision 
taking. It is all very well talking about 
inviting trade Associations to contrib-
ute and worse still to pay - but it is as 
well to remember that not all members 
love each other and any apparent 
discrimination in favour of one (say a 
convincing lobbyist) would mean liti-
gation by disappointed suitors. We 
have too many grandiloquently titled 
trade bodies already in this country 
taking on a 'National" mantle. The 

NGF in America provides the statisti-
cal arm of golf - a useful function if you 
believe in statistics - and also feasibil-
ity surveys. Those of us in this coun-
try conducting feasibility surveys, if 
we are honest to ourselves and our 
clients, turn down far more than half 
of potential schemes as being predict-
able failures and usually make some 
qualification on the rest. This is why 
I think 200 new courses is top weight 
in the next decade in the U.K. but in 
the States "one a day until the end of 
the century" is still the parrot cry! 
The R & A are to be congratulated for 
publishing "The Way Forward" and 
"The Demand for Golf. They are in-
tended to create discussion and there 
is nothing like throwing a rock in a 
pool to stir ripples - as I should know 
being one of the best and oldest rock 
throwers in the business! 
What is needed is sensible, informed 
and expert debate. It is certainly not 
going to come from those with an axe 
to grind nor from those who live in 
isolation from today's problems. What 
we need in the next decade is not only 
more courses but better courses (which 
might take some pressure off the ex-
isting ones). We are not going to 
achieve this by listening to the wrong 
advice or ignoring all the experience 
from previous golf booms. Hindsight 
has many advantages and should not 
be ignored. One must remember the 
parable of the old and young bulls 
and consider that the old one might 
just have a better answer than his 
junior. 
Since this article was drafted and submitted in the form above, it has come to my notice that there will be an opportunity for discussion and debate of the document 'The Demand for Golf' at a date early in 1990, this date shortly to be announced and advised to relevant parties by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club. 

ASHWELLS ROAD 
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD 

ESSEX. CM 15 9SR 
Telephone (0277) 373720 
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG 

The proven experience in the field 
for construction, drainage and irrigation 



BUYERS GUIDE - BUYERS GUIDE - BUYERS GUIDE 
SPORTWORKS LTD 

Wardhouse Road, 
Montrose, DD10 9ES 

Tel: 0674 73900 

GRASS CUTTING 
EQUIPMENT 

RANSOMES, SIMS & 
JEFFERIES PLC 

Ransomes Way, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. IP3 9QG 

Tel: 0473 270000 Fax: 0473 
270032 Telex: 98174 

Cables: Ransomes, Ipswich. 

VOTEX HEREFORD LTD 

Friar Street, Hereford. 
Tel: Hereford 0432 274361 

Telex: 35302 
W. Naylor or contact your 

dealer. 

GRASS SEED 

BRITISH SEED HOUSES LTD 
Bewsey Ind. Est Pitt Street, Warrington, 

Cheshire. Tel: 0925 54411 
Contact: Roger Saunders. 

Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol 
BS11 9JH Tel: 0272 823691 

Contact: Michael Warne 
Camp Road, Swinderby, Lincoln. 

Tel: 0522 86714 Contact: Philip Adams, 
Eastfield Ind. Est, Penicuik, Midlothian. 

Tel: 0968 78480 Contact: Michael Shannon 

MOMMERSTEEG 
INTERNATIONAL 

Station Road, Finedon, 
Wellingborough, Northants. 
NN9 5NT Tel: 0933 680891 

Telex: 311234 
Contact: Michael Perkins 

IRRIGATION 

BELL TURF AND 
IRRIGATION SERVICES 

Milners Holt, Everton, 
Doncaster. DN10 5DR 

Tel: 0777 817410 
TORO AGENTS for the E.Midlands 

FULL MEMBERS OF THE BTIA 

IRRIGATON IS OUR BUSINESS 
WE MANUFACTURE D DESIGN. INSTALL 
SYSTEMS FOR SPOPRTS LANDSCAPE, 

AMENITY AREAS 
ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS FREE OF 

CHARGE 
BRITISH OVERHEAD 
IRRIGATION LIMITED 

The Green, Upper Haliford, Shepperton, 
Middlesex. TW17 8RY Tel: 09327 88301/4 
IRRIGATION SPECIALISTS SINCE 1923 

CAMERON IRRIGATION 
(A DIVISION OF WRIGHT 

RAIN LTD) 
Hardwood Ind. Est., 

Littlehampton, West Sussex. 
BN17 7BA 

Tel: (0903) 713985 

FLANDERBLADE LTD 

20 Whiteacre, Littlehampton, 
West Sussex. 

BN17 7JA 
Tel: (0903) 724545 

IRRIGATION AND SLURRY 
SERVICES 

Unit 6, The Bourne Centre, 
Southampton Road, Salisbury, 

Wilts. Tel: 0722 412510 
S.W. office 0271 830800 

Full member BTIA. Southern 
area Toro distributor 

PRIME WATERMEN LTD 

Wangford, Beccles, 
Suffolk. 

NR34 8AX 
Tel: 050278 481 

SPORTS TURF SERVICES 

Newbridge Ind. Est., 
Newbridge, Midlothian, 

EH28 8LE 
Tel: 031333 2345 

TORO IRRIGATION LTD 
Unit 7, Millstream Trading 

Estate, Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood, Hampshire. BH24 

3SD Tel: (0425) 476261 
also Toro International Sales 

Co - address as above 

TURF IRRIGATION 
SERVICES LTD 

Betchton, Sandbach, 
Cheshire. CW11 OTS 

Tel: (04775) 255/6 

GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION 
Monument Way East, Woking, 

Surrey. GU21 5LY 
Woking 70303/21009 

PEST CONTROL 

PHILIP YORK AND 
ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 294, 
Christchurch, Dorset. 

BH23 8EY 
Tel: 0425 472900 

LIQUID ORGANIC 
FERTILISER 

FARMURA 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PRODUCTS LTD 
Stone Hill, Egerton, 
Nr. Ashford, Kent. 
Tel: 023376 241 

LOAM 

C. H. BINDER LTD 

Embleys Farm, Moreton, 
Ongar, Essex. 

CM5 OHY 
Tel: Moreton 246-320 

NAMEPLATES & PLAQUES 

THOS. A. INGRAM 
& CO. LTD. 

P O Box 305, 68 Soho Hill, 
Birmingham B19 1BB Tel: 021 

554 4576. 
Full colour brochure available 

(Commemorative Plaques, 
Seat Plates, etc) 

PEAT 

BORD NA MONA 

36 King Street, Bristol. 
BS1 4DP 

Tel: 0272 211666 

PEAT IN BULK 

BORD NA MONA 

36 King Street, Bristol. 
BS14DP 

Tel: 0272 211666 

A & R FAIRWAY PEST 
CONTROL 

Trawstmawr, Llanegryn, 
Tgwyn, Gwynedd. LL36 9LN 

Andrew Venables 
0654 710128 (24hrs) 

QUALITY TURF 

TILLER TURF CO LTD 

Park House, Worlaby, 
Brigg, S. Humberside. 

DN20 ONF 
Contact: Tim Fell 065 261 451 

RECONDITIONED GRASS 
CUTTING EQUIPMENT 

GREENSWARD 
ENGINEERING CO. 

Harold Terrace, 
Off Cardigan Road, 
Headingly, Leeds. 
LS6 1PG 
0532 75f'627 

SAND 

BUCKLAND SAND & 
SILICA CO. LTD. 

Reigate Heath, 
Reigate, Surrey. 

Tel: 07372 40151 

WETTERN BROTHERS 
LIMITED 

RMC House, Canning Street, 
Maidstone, Kent. ME14 2RX 

Tel: 0622 762361 
Contact: Chris Perkins 

SCREENED TOP SOIL 

RUFFORD TOP DRESS 
SUPPLIES LTD 

Nucks Wood Quarry, 
Wiggins Lane, Rufford, 
Nr. Southport. L40 1UJ 

Tel: 0704 821900 
Fax: 0704 822583 


