
John Lelean, looks at the course preparation for Royal Troon's sixth staging 
of the most prestigious event in the golfing calendar. 

Royal Troon's Norman Ferguson gets the capital B.E.M. Left to right: Colonel Bryce Knox Lord Lt. of Ayrshire, Norman Ferguson 
B.E.M. D. H. D. Forsyth Captain Royal Troon, Major R. W. Henderson Deputy Lt. of Ayrshire outside of the clubhouse. 

Royal Troon prepares for the 
118th Open Championship 

It has been quite a year for Norman 
Fergusson, Royal Troon's Head 
Greenkeeper. He was awarded the 

British Empire Medal in the New Years 
Honour's list and now seven months 
later, will be taking the stage once 
more as the presenter of the golf course 
destined to be seen through the me-
dium of television, by the largest 
audience since the Olympic Games. 
Providing the facilities for world wide 
television is just a part of Norman's 
vast programme ofwork at Royal Troon. 
Their commentary positions extend 
almost half the length of the 16th 
fairway, all to be linked into British 
Telecom international cables. 
The latest request is for separate toilet 
facilities for the estimated 600 crew 
which have to be connected to the 
main sewerage system. This will mean 
yet another section of the fairway to be 
dug up for pipes to be laid, though he 
might well incorporate this excavation 
with a public crossing point to over-
come the problem of relaying the turf. 
Answering the call of nature for the 

army of broadcasters appeared to be 
quite a problem at Royal Lytham last 
year as they were missing for up to 
three quarters of an hour queueing at 
the public conveniences! 
Greenkeeping at Troon is a family 
profession, Norman has been in charge 
for 30 years, succeeding his father, 
who held the top job for 40 years. 
Brother William is first assistant. He 
was born in the greenkeepers bunga-
low on the edge of the course, where 
his well tended garden is a constant 
conversation opener with guests at 
the adjacent hotel. 

Royal Troon in the middle of 
June, with barely six weeks 
to bring the course to perfection, 

resembled a cross between a building 
site and a full scale army manoevre. 
Whilst the twelve greenkeepers were 
battling to nurture the grass on greens, 
tees and fairways, yellow British Tele-
com vans were everywhere, tent frame-
work was under construction and a 
virtual battalion of scaffolders were 
erecting stands at every vantage point 

around the course. 
Add to that the TV towers, positioned 
to home in on every shot over 7,094 
yards and greenkeepers at least will 
realise Norman and his crew were 
working under more than a degree of 
difficulty. 
The mild winter enjoyed by all golf 
courses in the UK did enable the staff 
to progress a great deal of work on the 
course, including revetting 60 of the 
80 plus bunkers. They have also put 
in a new sand trap on the left of the 
fairway up the eighteenth and built a 
championship tee some 27 yards fur-
ther back to give the finish a bit of bite. 
The finsil hole now measures 452yards, 
which will require at least a 5 iron for 
the second shot for even the big hit-
ters. 
If there is a north westerly gale blow-
ing down the fairway from the club-
house, then many will find it difficult 
to get up with a much longer iron. 
Wind, the feature of all links courses 
can be particularly punishing at Royal 
Troon. Those who can remember the 



last time the Open was played here in 
1982 will recall that Nick Price, run-
ner up last year at Royal Lytham was 
in a commanding position, three shots 
clear of the field as he stood on the 
13 th tee. By the time he sunk his final 
putt on the 18th he had dropped four 
shots and handed the Open Champi-
onship to Tom Watson. 
Who will eventually be proclaimed 
"Champion" was far from Norman's 
mind in June, his thoughts were how 
to ensure the course met with the re-
quirements of the members and the R 
& A Championship Committee. Al-
though his ultimate goal is a superb 
course without blemish for eight days 
at the end of July, it is after all a 
members course for their playing pleas-
ure. 
Not only does he have to maintain 
Royal Troon, given majesterial status 
following the 1973 Open Champion-
ship, but also the 18 hole Portland 
course and the nine hole "childrens 
course", though both these courses 
will be submerged under tents and car 
parks for the duration. But leading up 
to the closure for play two weeks be-
fore the main event they have to be 
kept playable for the members. 

The private clubs of Royal Troon 
and Portland are under the same 
committee management, but 

have separate clubhouses. To further 
complicate the arrangements, the 
ladies play the Portland course, but on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
they are allowed to play Royal Troon, 
though it must be said they find it a bit 
tough. 
Last winter an exceptionally high tide 
swept up the Firth of Clyde, over the 
dunes on the sea side of the course, 
leaving a dreadful mess of debris that 
took weeks to clear. 

It also washed away part of the outer 
edges of the opening holes, but the 
problem was solved by bringing in 
sand from further down the coast, 
banking it up and pegging down plas-
tic netting. This has provided a secure 
base for the vegetation to grow through 
giving the fringe area greater strength. 
Though according to Norman, once 
the local press had the glimmer of a 
story that there had been a sea inva-
sion it was not long before they were 
predicting that the Open Champion-
ship course was floating off into the 
Irish Sea. 
Water is the one commodity that is 
needed prior to the beginning of July. 
This part of the Ayrshire coast has 
suffered in common with others from 
a pre-longed period of drought. Fair-
ways need cutting barely once a week 
and the rough is little longer than the 
cut grass. 
There is however plenty of water for 
the irrigation system, mainly Water-
mation, changed over some years ago 
from Toro. A 22,000 gallon storage 
tank is fed from the Gyaws Burn, 
which conveniently runs through a 
pipe under the soil and machinery 
shed. 
Under a wooden trap, some fifteen feet 
below runs pure Scottish water, "Quite 
good enough to drink", says Norman, 
though he agrees he has not tried it. 
A submersible pump switches in when 
the storage tank drops by a third. 
"Even in the longest period of drought 
there has always been running water 
through the burn", he added. 
His irrigation will need updating with 
the latest computerised system at 
some time in the future, but for the 
time being it handles the two courses 
adequately. Two new safety cut outs 
have been incorporated recently, but 

he finds they are so sensitive, the 
slightest malfunction will switch off 
the whole system. 
Despite all the digging and cable lay-
ing around the course, to date there 
has only been one hiccup and that was 
up in front of the club house when a 
scaffolder, anchoring down a seating 
structure severed the main pipe. It 
was not long before Norman had a 
telephone call to his bungalow asking 
if course alterations were to include a 
lake. 
A new piece of equipment, acquired 
this year on a recommendation from 
the consultant agronomist from the 
STRI has been the Australian manu-
factured Multi-core. This versatile 
machine has sets of hollow tines of 
various sizes, including some as slim 
as a pencil. 
Royal Troon has been using the ma-
chine with the smallest tines in a close 
pattern to remove cores over some 
hard packed areas that despite the 
use of wetting agents will not take in 
water. Norman told me that it is as if 
the section of the greens affected had 
acquired a waterproof layer, probably 
caused by a one time fungal infection. 
The close pattern of small holes made 
by the machine hardly disturbs the 
surface and putting is not affected. 
After a top dressing of sand the green 
surface quickly returns to normal. 
His most useful equipment item is a 
large soil riddler that will load top 
dressing on a conveyor belt into the 
Cushman. There were problems ini-
tially from fumes in the extensive soil 
shed, but this was overcome by feed-
ing pipes out through the wall. 
His soil shed would be the envy of 
most greenkeepers, spacious, good 
light and easy access from either end. 
An ideal place to prepare compost on 

The 7th green with the Postage Stamp in the background 



a wet day. 
Another good buy in recent years has 
been a small Kubota compact tractor, 
offered initially by a local caravan site 
owner in financial difficulties, who 
had used the machine with rotary 
cutters. The club thought at the price 
it would be ideal for rough cutting, but 
they have discovered the compact is 
multi-functional and is in constant 
demand for all manner of jobs around 
the course. 
Norman added that they never thought 
they had need for a small compact 
tractor, though since it arrived it has 
never stop working. 

One hazard for golfers playing 
the links over which he has 
little control is the nearby Prest-

wick Airport. Jumbos taking off for 
the USA and Canada, fly directly up 
the length of the course, with ear 
shattering noise. During the Open 
Championship, air traffic control have 
agreed that if conditions are right they 
will endeavour to change the flight 
path to direct aircraft away from the 
event, but if the prevailing wind is not 
in their favour then there is nothing to 
be done. 
It is to be hoped Concorde will not be 
making an appearance as a spell of 
recent training flights shook the sur-

rounding properties to their founda-
tions. 
There is always a warm welcome at 
Royal Troon for visiting greenkeepers 
and course managers, a welcome that 
Norman thought might be extended to 
him on a recent trip to the USA. He 
mentioned to the Committee that he 
would like to visit Augusta and as 
Charlie Yates, winner of the Amateur 
Championship in 1938, had an official 
position at America's most exclusive 
club it was suggested he should be 
contacted to make the necessary 
arrangements. 
Norman, not wanting any special treat-
ment, decided it was not necessary, so 
he drove the 100 miles from his holi-
day home to the course and arrived 
unannounced. 
He explained to the gate keeper, who 
he was, where he had come from and 
was somewhat "miffed" to be told to 
turn his car round and go. "I don't 
care where you've come from, nobody, 
but nobody comes past these gates". 
So he had no option but to drive a 
hundred miles back without seeing a 
blade of grass. 
Later however he was introduced to 
other golf courses in the USA, where 
he said the welcome was quite out-
standing. Not only was he given a 

conducted tour but a golf buggy and 
set of clubs were put at his disposal. 
It was only after his return that he 
discovered Charlie Yates lived in the 
same town where he was staying and 
he passed by his house almost every 
day! 
"I may have another go sometime in 
the future", said Norman, "but this 
time we will make prior arrangements". 
We are sure this warm and friendly 
Scot, will be given the red carpet treat-
ment. 

But to return to the Open Cham 
pionship. Jus t who will emerge 
as the 1989 winner. Will it 

be a repeat for Seve Ballesteros, can 
Nick Faldo, t he US Mas te r s 
Champion add another crown, will 
Curtis Strange make it an Open 
double? Norman Fergusson has a 
sneaking regard for Nick Price. He 
would have won at Lytham had not 
Ballesteros produced a final round of 
65, a score only achieved once previ-
ously on the last day of an Open 
Championship. 
Although it is said a competitor 
only has one chance, Price has 
been t he re twice, p e r h a p s it 
could be third time lucky. I am going 
to take Norman's tip with a small 
wager. 

FOR COURSE CONSTRUCTION, 

RENOVATION, DRAINAGE, 

VERTI-DRAINING, OR 

ANY CONTRACTING 

USE THE 
PROFESSIONALS 

YOU WONT BE 
DISAPPOINTED! 

British Association ot 
Landscape industries 

BALI 
&|C|C Lands Maintenance Ltd 

37 ROMAN WAY, TURPINS RIDE, HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK. CB9 ONG TEL: 0440 62369 



THE lOG 
SPORTS & LEISURE 

WORLD TRADE EXHIBITION 
Advisor ) Services 

Agrochemicals • Demonstrations 
Education and Training 

Mow ing and Maintenance • Irrigation 
Recreation and Playground Equipment 

Seeds, Tur f and Plants 
Sports Goods 

Waste Disposal 

Aboriculture and Forestry 
Buildings • Engines and Motors 

Lectures and Films • Outdoor Furniture 
Plant and Machinery • Protective Clothing 

Safety and Security 
Technical Books and 

Trade Journals 

THE 
MAIN EVENT 

FOR ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN THE 
LANDSCAPING, MANAGEMENT AND 

MAINTENANCE OF SPORTSGROUNDS 
AND LEISURE FACILITIES. 

400 + of Britain's leading commercial enterprises 
150 organisations from over 24 countries 
35,000 + UK buyers and specifiers 

1,200 + trade visitors from Europe and overseas 
20,000 + m 2 of working demonstrations 
educational and training exhibits 

•stand space available from only £ 1 0 n r 
Further information and Booking Forms may be obtained from: 

The Exhibition Organiser 
The Institute of Groundsmanship, 

19-23 Church Street, The Agora, Wolverton, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire MK12 5LG 
Telephone: Milton Keynes (0908) 511856 

(Office Hours: 9.00 a.m. - 4.50 p.m. Monday-Friday) 

1989 
WINDSOR 

19-21 SEPTEMBER 
THE ROYAL WINDSOR RACECOURSE 

MAIDENHEAD ROAD • WINDSOR • BERKSHIRE 
10 a.m. till 5 p.m. daily 

1990 
PETERBOROUGH 

4-6 SEPTEMBER 
THE EAST OF ENGLAND SHOWGROUND 

PETERBOROUGH 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 



Are you over par 
without us? 

Wherever you find 
successful turf 
management, and 
professional green keeping 
you'll also find Rigby Taylor. 

Because, from golf 
courses, tennis courts and 
bowling greens to parks 
and sports grounds Rigby 

Rigby Taylor has a wide 
range of specialist 

products for golf courses 
from the well known Mascot 
fertilizers and pesticides to 

grass seed mixtures, top 
dressings and wetting 

agents. 

Taylor is committed to 
providing the right product 
at the right price within a 
service framework that's 
simply unbeatable. 

We understand your 
problems and have the 
experience to interpret 
situations quickly with both 
thoroughness and 
reliability. For technical 
advice and ordering your 
requirements phone free 
0800424 919. 

With Rigby Taylor the job's 
done right. After all, if it 
wasn't we'd be over par! 

A G R O W I N G FORCE IN LEISURE 

Fertilizers, Top Dressings and Composts, Pesticides, 
Grass Seeds, Tools and Qolf Course Equipment. 

Rigby Taylor Limited CFREE 0800 424 919 



How to manage a course in 
the Swiss Alps 
Ian Tomlinson, the greenkeeper who took his British "know how" to Europe and has never 
regretted the move. Here he discusses some of the problems he faces at Lausanne. 

It is more than six years since I left 
England to work in the Romand 
(French) part of Switzerland, at 

Lausanne Golf Club. 
Without hoping to seem too unpatri-
otic, I cannot see myself returning to 
the home country in the conceivable 
future because, to be frank there is so 
much opportunity on the Continent to 
enjoy such a high standard of living. 
Though hand in hand with the "good 
life" goes the necessity to earn it. That 
means hard work, long hours, ac-
countability and all the responsibility 
required to manage one of the best golf 
courses in Switzerland. 
The golf boom has hit Europe, includ-
ing Switzerland, small as it is, in a big 
way. Our problem is finding suitable 
land for a course in a country where 
two thirds of the terrain consists of 
mountains and lakes, which raises 
the cost of an adaptable hundred plus 
acres to astronomical prices. 
To give you an example of the money 
involved, the land around Lausanne 
Golf Club is currently fetching £105 
per square metre, so with a calculator 
you will be able to work out for yourself 
the purchase cost to lay down a new 
18 hole construction. 
(Editor's note: For those without a 
conversion table there are 4,047 sq. 
metres to the acre). 
Golf is still a sport for the rich in 
Switzerland and for that reason is not 
popular with the media. Because it is 
of necessity a pastime of minority in-
terest to the bulk of the population, 
planning permission for new courses 
has become difficult to obtain even if 
someone is prepared to put up the 
capital. 
One or two new courses have been 
built, but when this is equated with 
membership joining fees of £15,000 to 
£25,000, you can see why it is re-
garded as only a sport for the ultra 
wealthy. 
So we find ourselves in a position not 
unfamiliar to the UK, where not enough 
new courses are under construction 
to cater for demand and those that are 
in existence, like ours at Lausanne are 
getting heavier play. 
Last year in a Golf World survey Lau-
sanne was rated in Europe's top 14, 

Complete new drainage system of green 12 
an accolade guaranteed to increase 
our fair share of visitors. Add to that 
the 1,130 members of the club, who 
also want to play the course and it is 
not difficult to imagine the pressure 
we are under throughout the playing 
season. 
Unfortunately our greens were never 
constructed to take this volume of 
traffic so it was inevitable that prob-
lems had to arise. The first of these 
was drainage and you will see why 
from the photographs by the packed 
clay in the pipes. 
Further investigation on a work 
plan to install a new drainage system 
on six of the greens, revealed what 
must be to a greenkeeper a "horror 
nightmare". 
Within three to four inches of the 
green surface we found a layer of 
yellow and blue clay. Digging deeper to 
a couple of feet below the surface we 
discovered the original natural turf 
which had not seen the Swiss sun-
shine for nearly 70 years. Below this 
was a foot or so of quality soil. Words 
failed us, though one or two did pass 
our lips, but they are not repeatable 
even though I have learned to swear in 
at least two languages. 
On three of the greens investigated no 
drains existed even worn out ones and 
this obviously promotes poa annua 
and resultant thatch. 

Thatch is fairly prevalent on all 
the greens, which we are over 
coming by hollow tining four 

times a year, followed by the applica-
tion of a sandy top dressing. 
The obvious solution to such badly 
constructed greens would be to re-
build them all, but then one is faced 
with the difficulty of convincing the 
members, who only seeing the playing 
surface are perfectly content as they 
are. 
The course is at an altitude of 3,000 
feet above sea level, closed by snow for 
three months of the year, so the pros-
pects of shortening the playing season 
even further by having the greenstaff 
re-building the greens is certain to be 
a most controversial issue. 
Since last year the club are now more 
aware of the problems we have with 
the greens as Jeff Perris from the STRI 
at Bingley was invited to survey the 
course and submitted a detailed re-
port on its condition. Jeffs recom-
mendation was a reconstruction of all 
18 greens over a two or three year 
period, so it is now up to the member-
ship to decide. 
Last year a new Chairman of the Green 
Committee was appointed, who mis-
understood his role from day one of 
taking office. He would decide a work 
programme and set down how and 
when it should take place. 



This was naturally a receipt for disas-
ter, so after five months of disagree-
ments he finally resigned. The out-
come has been every greenkeeper's 
dream! The general committee decided 
to dissolve the green committee, not 
appoint a new green chairman and 
pass to me, the total responsibility for 
running the golf course. 
It is a pity more golf clubs in the UK do 
not adopt a similar policy and allow 
the man in charge of the course to 
maintain it as he thinks fit and be 
accountable for its condition and play-
ability. 
The course suffers from the damage 
that has been caused to the trees from 
aerial pollution carried on the winds 
for hundred of miles from the indus-
trial regions of other countries. It is a 
problem which is showing little sign of 
improvement despite the now growing 
acceptance and concern expressed in 
the European Parliament. 
I have just marked another ten trees 
that need felling and the thought has 
occured to me that if destruction 
continues at this incredible rate, how 
long will it be before the grass suc-
cumbs to environmental pollution. To 
give an idea how devastating is the 
problem, we have had to plant over 
250 new trees in the last three years. 

Old drain of green 4 
About four years ago we had a new 
irrigation system installed by Water-
mation, which apart from odd teeth-
ing problems has been fantastic, that 
is until last year when we had a major 
catastrophe - lightning! 
Because of the altitude and the sur-
rounding mountains, the course is 
exposed to a number of violent electri-
cal storms during the long hot sum-
mer. 
Last year following one of the more 
severe outbreaks I arrived at the course 
to find lightning had gone to earth and 
charged up the underground electric 

control cables with millions of volts, 
blasting the electronic decoders to bits, 
stopping at the T.W.I, controller which 
had to be replaced. 
Watermation were called in to study 
the problem and this season we have 
had fitted 30 new lightning protection 
devices to the electric cables so if we 

are hit again it will take the sting out 
of the charge before it arrives at the 
central control box. Only time will tell 
if it works. Meanwhile every thunder-

storm will be viewed with some fore-
boding. 
As far as purchase of maintenance 
equipment is concerned the club have 
been most supportive. We bought our 
own Verti-drain to loosen up the heavy 
clay in the sub soil which has made an 
immense improvement to the root 
growth. 

Another excellent buy has been a 
JCB, bought after we paid a 
local contractor to put in a fair-

way drain 200 metres long and a metre 
deep and the cost was £7,000! As we 
will need to replace a couple of miles of 

fairway drains in the near future, the 
price was equated against the £40,000 
purchase of the JCB which has al-
ready more than paid for itself. 
We needed to replace a 35 year old 
Dexta with its front loading bucket 
and the JCB used by our own staff has 
replaced a collapsed drain, shaped 

new bunkers in hours and built new 
tees. After just one season in use this 
has proved to be a most intelligent in-
vestment. 
Thankfully we have had little turf 
disease for the past two years, per-
haps a sign that our management 
programme is moving the course in 
the right direction. 
Despite all the work that needs doing 
on the course I have taken on the job 
of organising the first Swiss Romande 
Greenkeepers Golf Championship, 
which will include staff from six clubs 
over the border in France. 
One of the missing ingredients to 
working abroad is the lack of regular 
contact with one's colleagues, unlike 
in England where one can almost lean 
over the hedge to discuss a predica-
ment. If this event can become an 
annual affair it will bring us all to-
gether at least once a year to exchange 
views. 
Here we have only 32 clubs through-
out all Switzerland, necessitating a 
rucksack, climbing boots, ropes and 
crampons for an expedition over the 
mountains just for a chat! 
One of those who has given me great 
help since I arrived in Switzerland is 
Leslie Beetham at the Club de 
Bonmont, opened in 1983, between 
Lausanne and Geneva. Leslie is to 
take over a new Robert Trent-Jones 
project in mainland Spain and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
extend to him my best wishes and 
those of greenkeeper colleagues who 
have valued his friendship and advice. 

Top 10" of green 4. Note no top soil just pure clay 



ARE YOU A 
GRADE-A 
GREENKEEPER? 

Grade A Amenity seeds from British Seed Houses 
are for groundsmen who want only the highest 
quality turf. 

Whether your requirement is for golf courses, 
sports grounds, parks, urban areas, road verges 
and reclamation sites - British Seed Houses can 
supply the right mixture for your needs. 

At their extensive grass trials ground at Lincoln, 
British Seed Houses evaluate hundreds of different 
cultivars. Only the best are selected for use in 
Grade A mixtures. 

With 24 different mixtures available, advice on 
the appropriate Grade A mixture to use for 
specific site requirements can be obtained from 
Our experienced and technically qualified staff. 

AMENITY 
MIXTURES 
Send for a catalogue for more details of Grade A 
Amenity Seeds from British Seed Houses Ltd., 
Bewsey Industrial Estate, Pitt Street, Warrington, 
Cheshire WA5 5LE. Ortelephone (0925) 54411. 

BRITISH SEED HOUSES LTD 
W A R R I N G T O N 0 9 2 5 54411 B R I S T O L 0 2 7 2 823691 

L I N C O L N 0 5 2 2 8 6 714 E D I N B U R G H 0 9 6 8 7 8 4 8 0 B A N B R I D G E 0 8 2 0 6 2 2 2 0 7 

DEPUTY HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

for Prest igeous Surrey Golf Club 
Must be experienced in all a spec t s of turf 

managemen t , mode rn mach inery a n d watering 
systems. Would also consider younger m a n 

looking for oppor tuni ty to develop h is 
m a n a g e m e n t skills. 

Attractive salary. No accommodation. 
Please apply t o Box No. 6 5 5 The Golf Course, 

129a High Street , Dovercourt, Harwich, Essex. 
C 0 1 2 3AX 

giving age, experience and qualifications. 

RANSOMES TRAILED 
GANG MOWERS c/w 

MOUNTED FRAMEWORK 
Fully reconditioned. 
Excellent condition 

£2,000 plus VAT o.n.o. 
Tel: 0691 85 576/648 

F. HIRD & SONS 
Nationwide suppliers of railway sleeper and 
crossing t imbers. Wooden and Concrete, all 

grades suitable for retaining walls, roads, 
path edgings etc. Prices available for 
delivery or col lection from all areas. 

For further information phone: 

BARBARA 
Doncaster (0302) 831339 

GREENSWARD ENGINEERING CO. 
SUPPLIERS OF HIGH QUALITY RECONDITIONED AND GUARANTEED TURF MACHINERY 

R i n g N O W f o r f u l l 

m a c h i n e r y l i s t . 

N a t i o n a l d e l i v e r y 

a r r a n g e d . 

MASSEY FtRGUSSON 20E tractor Q 
cab very dean £3,950 

LLOYDS 3 Leda gang mowers £1.850 
RANSOMES Motor Triple £2.950 
RANSOMES Auto-Certes. New enginefram £595 
RANSOMES 3 sportscutter trailed gang mowers £1.850 
RANSOMES 3 Magna trailed gang mowers £1.850 
RANSOMES 3 Hydraulic gang mowers £2.250 
RANSOMES 180 706 hrs cto lift kit £2.795 
KUBOTA L225 cAw cab & turf tyres £2.450 
KUBOTA B7100 4 wd 178 hrs - immaculate £3.450 
CUSHMAN cA« top dresser, slitter, brush etc £4.450 
BUCHER flail mower for steep banks £1.495 
TOROGM 300 greens triple P.O. A. 

LEEDS (0532) 751627 
H a r o l d T e r r a c e , H e a d i n g l e y , 
L e e d s L S 6 1 P G 



TORO. 
The Professional's Choice 

Wherever top sporting events are held, Toro automatic 
irrigation is invariably used as part of the all important turf management 

programme. We would say that of course - but don't just take our word for it, 
read what the leading professionals have to say on the subject... 

"Tbro single head control allows 
me total freedom to work on the golf 
course as and when I decide. 
7bp dressing, fertilisers, silting and 
watering - the Tbro 650 automatic 
watering system helps at every 
stage of my daily maintenance pro-
gramme -1 don't bother watching 
weather forecasts any more!» 
Bob Moreton - Head Greenkeeper 
The Berkshire Golf Club 

"All the remedial work we carry 
out at Wimbledon is totally reliant 
on the automatic watering system. 

The Tbro 650 system gives me 
complete control of my own 
environment - especially when I 
need to cut just nine days after 
seeding!99 

Jim Thome - Head Groundsman 
All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club 

"It's marvellous, the Tbro system -
a mixture of 650 and 690 sprink-
lers really is an invaluable aid to 
our day-to-day maintenance 
programme. Installed sixteen years 
ago, I cannot remember experienc-
ing any serious problems with the 
watering system... Maintenance? 
We do most of it ourselves!99 

Gordon Hiscock - Head Groundsman 
Ascot Racecourse 

"Water when I need it is essential 
to help maintain the Wembley pitch 
which requires constant overseeding. 
The Toro 690 automatic system is 
an important preparation tool which 
allows my staff to work on the pitch 
between watering -imagine its it 
used to take 8 hours to put water on 
using mechanical sprinklers!99 

Steve Tingley - Head Groundsman 
Wembley Stadium Limited 

"The best bowling surfaces are 
undoubtedly those which are firm, 
consistent in terms of speed - and 
as level as one can possibly make 
them. Ideally, a mixture of 20% soil 
to 80% sand helps promote 
excellent quality turf- this plus an 
automatic watering system such as 
the Tbro 650 design really puts the 
groundsman in control... 99 

David Bryant - World Singles Champion 
Willie Wood - World Singles Finalist 

The bottom line: It costs no more to enjoy the same 
high level of automated excellence which the top professionals rely on! 

Hundreds of Tbro users will vouch for that - but prove it yourself, ask Toro 
to bring you and your club up to date with the facts. 

Telephone or write today. 

Excellence in Irrigation 
TORO IRRIGATION LIMITED 

Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate 
Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 3SD 

Telephone 0425-476261 

TORO, 



ONCEPT 
Unit 6 
Horsehay Works 
Telford 
Shropshire TF4 3PY 

Telephone: 0952 505771 
Messages: 0952 503344 
Fax: 0952 502152 

The ideal 20th hole for your 
golf course 

— Just look at the benefits of covered 
practice facilities 

* All weather availability 
* The facility for floodlit play 
* Vending machines installed 
* Minimum maintenance 
* No supervision 
* Maximisation of profits 
* Minimisation of tee damage 

in fact don't you owe it to your members to offer them all weather, anytime 
practice facilities! 

From as little as 

£800 
(per bay — per tee) 

Why not give Leisure Concept Design a ring and discuss your requirements. 
We will meet your design and environmental requirements offering a wide 

choice of materials. 
We are the leaders in this field and list many satisfied clubs amongst our 

satisfied clients. 

EISURE ESIGN 


