BIGGA education officer
appointed

David Golding, the Northern Regional
Administrator has been appointed to the
newly created position of Education
Officer for the Association.

David, 37, hopes to take up this chal-
lenging position before the beginning of
March if release dates can be agreed with
his present employers, Trafford Borough
Council.

He has been the authority’'s Golf
Courses Superintendent for the past five
years as well as an active member and
past Secretary of the North West Green-
keepers Section.

Married with a daughter and two keen
golfing sons, David sees his new role
developing in three particular areas.

Working closely with colleges on the
expected updating of the City & Guild Syl-
labus, the growth of training for mature
greenkeepers, denied formal green-
keeper education, through weekend
courses and the promotion of better
opportunities for school leavers, who see
their future on golf courses.

He will also be heavily involved in the
Association’s Conference and Seminar
Programmes, as well as the Employment
Division of BIGGA.

David says he is particularly keen to
offer a training scheme to a large number
of members anxious to widen and
improve their practical greenkeeping
knowledge, but who may now feel reluc-
tant to follow a formal examination syl-
labus leading to written examination.

New Years Honour for
Royal Troon
greenkeeper

Royal Troon's Head Greenkeeper, 61
year old Norman Fergusson has been
awarded the British Empire Medal in the
New Year's Honours List.

He has been in charge of this year's
Open Championship course for 30 years
and was born in the greenkeeper's house
at Royal Troon, where his father was head
greenkeeper for 40 years, before Norman
took over the prestigious appointment.

Greenkeeping has been a family pro-
fession for three generations and his
brother William is also at Royal Troon as
first assistant.

A one time single figure golfer, Norman
still enjoys a round with his son, an insur-
ance broker, at Carnoustie, but a slipped
disc put paid to his competitive play.

OJUIT[ |AINID| [A[BJOJUIT

Norman Fergusson awarded the British Empire Medal.

The honour came to him as a complete
surprise, but he does recall a visit to the
club by the Lord Lieut. of the County some
18 months ago, when this dignitary spent
a couple of hours with him, discussing the
various items of golf course machinery.

He said he is looking forward to his fifth
Open event in July and the eleven green-
staff are hard at work preparing the
course.

So far they have refaced 50 bunkers
and built a new tee at the 18th to extend
the final hole by 30 yards, but apart from
this change the course will remain as it
was for the last Open Championship in
1982.

A major problem still to face will be the
installing of a 60,000 gallon water tank to
service the now essential tented village.

Injured greenkeeper
saved by golfers

Cries for help from a trainee greenkeeper
and the prompt response from golfers
when he was caught in machinery while
cutting fairways at a Welsh Golf Club
saved him from further injury a court was
told in December.

Unguarded machinery was blamed for
the fracture of an employee's arm,
Llangollen Magistrates heard at a court
hearing on 5th December.

The 600 member Vale of Llangollen
Golf Club were fined £500 after pleading

guilty to failing to ensure the safety of an
employee, Mr Jeremy Hughes an 18 year
old trainee greenkeeper who broke his
arm when his sleeve got caught in moving
machinery.

In a prosecution brought by the Health
and Safety Executive, the court was told
Mr Hughes had tried to remove a stick
caught in the blades of a fairway gang-
mower when the incident occurred.

It was only the alertness of two golfers
on the seventh fairway responding to his
cries for help, who saved him from further
injury.

Mr Tudor Williams prosecuting for the
Health and Safety Executive said, “the
machinery was unguarded and under
Section 2 of the Health and Safety at Work
Act, the employer should ensure the
safety of all employees”.

He told the Magistrates Mr Hughes had
stopped to see what was wrong and why
the blades were not working correctly
when his sleeve was caught in the
machinery.

Mr Williams added that a Health and
Safety Executive Inspector had visited the
golf club in November 1985 and had
remarked on the lack of guarding on some
pieces of machinery, which had been pur-
chased 42 years ago.

Mr  Anthony O'Toole defending
Llangollen Golf Club, an 18 hole private
club in Clwyd, said” If this man had used
an iota of common sense and turned the
machinery off this incident might not have
occurred.
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AMT 600 collects balls
at Abbotsley

Abbotsley Golf & Squash Club, near St
Neots, Cambridgeshire has taken a novel
approach to mechanisation of golf ball
collection on its 20 bay driving range and
practice greens.

The linchpin of the new system is a
specially modified John Deere AMT 600,
a five wheeled load carrier fitted with low
ground pressure tyres as standard. A
cage has been fitted to protect the opera-
tor from airborne golf balls and two front
mounted tow bars for coupling a front
mounted Range Servant.

“In 1986 the whole job was manual and
we employed an army of school boys to
collect the balls and wash them each
morning. This was very labour intensive
and not very satisfactory,” explained
Jenny Wisson, General Manager,
Abbotsley Golf & Squash Club.

“This year we bought a Range Servant
and originally pushed it around with a trac-
tor. During the winter months it cut up the
range, balls were buried where it ran over
them so we looked at alternative ways to
collect the golf balls,” she said, “Our main
concern was to get the balls picked up
with the minimum damage to the range.”

Keith Tysoe, Woodlands Agricultural,
came up with the AMT 600 as a solution.
The modification of adding an operator’s
cage means balls can be collected any
time in complete safety and the range
does not have to be closed.

The operators cage means the driving range

“The AMT 600 has not damaged the
range, can run over balls without burying
them and is very easy to drive which is
good news,” said Jenny.

After collection, balls are tipped into a
ball dispenser which also washes them.
“It has made ball collection and cleaning a
one man job,” said Jenny.

Tom James, Course Manager is par-
ticularly pleased with the AMT 600's

can be kept openf

performance. “We can even runit over the
practice greens and collect the golf balls
without any damage which we could not
do with the tractor,” he said.

When not in use on the driving range
the AMT 600 also works on the main 18
hole course. “The ground staff find it is
particularly useful for running around the
course and the trailer on the back makes it
particularly valuable,” said Jenny.

1. To have every greenkeeper
in the country become a
member of the BIGGA

THREE WISHES FOR GREENKEEPING IN 1989

2. A new chemical for the
control of poa annua.

N

BY JOHN CAMPBELL

3. A reduction in the number of
superfluous bunkers. Most
courses have too many which
adds to the work of the
greenkeeping staff.

\ GOLFERS

TAKE A SPADE
AND FiLL IN Your
BOGEY BUNKER
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Special turf tyres run
over the Belfry

Maintaining two golf course in ‘tip top’
conditioon, particularly when one of them
is the venue for the Ryder Cup is no mean
task, but Derek Canning, Golf Course
Manager at the Belfry and his staff of 13
take it in their stride.

Derek’s staff include a head green-
keeper, eight greenkeepers, three gar-
deners and a full time mechanic. They
have a vast array of powered turf care
equipment at their disposal, to keep the
courses in first class condition including
two agricutural tractors for the fairways
and semi-rough and it was with these that
a problem presented itself prior to the
1985 Ryder Cup.

The tractors, a MF265 and a MF590 are
both fitted with Ransomes Hydraulic 5/7
Sportcuttes and with standard tyres, they
were leaving substantial tyre track
impressions on the fairways.

Because turf tyres were not available
for most full sized tractors, specialist
wheel and tyre manufacturers, Undergear
Equipment (RPB) Ltd of West Bromich
were called upon for help.

Undergear Equipment experimented
with various tread patterns and tyre pres-
sures until a satisfactory pattern, was
achieved. Tyres with this tread pattern
were then specially produced and fitted to
the MF tractors in time for the Ryder Cup
preparations.

Since then both tractors have been
used every day on their special turf tyres.
“They are excellent tyres and don’t mark
the course at all” said Derek Canning
“Undergear Equipment did a first class job
and although the tread shows no appre-
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ciable signs of wear, there is some side-
welldamage, so we may have to replace a
couple before we start getting ready for
the 1989 Ryder Cup.”

As a result of their work for the Belfry
golf courses, Undergear Equipment have
supplied special turf tyres for agricultural
tractors to a number of District and County
Council, Leisure and Recreation Depart-
ments and also just exported 50 of these
tyres to Sweden.

Epsom on STRI merit list
for 1989

Already established on the French, Dutch
and continental lists, Epsom, the new
Chewings fescue from Johnsons Seeds,
is featured in the STRI 1989 merit list for
the first time.

Epsom is a fine-leaved cultivar which
receives an ‘A’ rating for the important
complementary characteristics of com-
pactness, mowing tolerance - down to
5mm - summer greenness and disease
resistance (notably Red Thread).

While its superior turfgrass qualities
make it suitable for both ornamental and
fine sports turf, Epsom has been selected
for its ability to perform well under condi-
tions of low fertility. Thus it has a wide
application under low and minimal main-
tenance where tolerance to environmen-
tal stresses and low inputs of nitrogen are
primary considerations.

Easy to establish, Epsom possesses a
characteristic and attractive light green
hue which is retained even under warm,
dry conditions and importantly low fertility.
It does not require the high inputs of
nutrients necessary to sustain other less

Turf tyres fitted to one of the Belfry's MF tractors.

adaptable cultivars.

Another useful benefit of Epsom is the
cv’s ability to mask the possible presence
of the ubiquitous pale green Annual
Meadow Grass, a useful option when
combined with the new turf perennial
ryegrass Prester which is similarly light
coloured and also tolerant of a range of
environmental stresses.

Bred by the leading Dutch seed com-
pany D.J. Van de Have, Epsom is availa-
ble exclusively for Johnsons Seeds.
Limited quantities are available for the
1989 season.

SISIS visit by
greenkeepers

North West Greenkeepers were guests of
SISIS, the Macclesfield machinery manu-
facturers, last month.

The morning was spent at the nearby
Tytherington Club where a number of
equipment items were put through their
paces, including the Powaspread top
dresser, the Varicore aerator and the pto
driven Rotorake.

Following lunch the party toured the
SISIS factory and saw how computerisa-
tion is used to assist in design techniques.

New Scottish Golf
Course in Japanese Deal

Letham Grange, the recently completed
18 hole golf course north of Carnoustie
modelled on the layout of Augusta
National has missed by a whisker, being
included among Britain’s fifty best in a
survey by Golf World.

No mean feat when compared to the
opposition provided by the most mature
golf courses on both sides of the Irish Sea.

Owner Ken Smith, who turned a
neglected 350 acre estate near Abroath
into a first class sporting complex com-
plete with a luxurious 20 bedroomed hotel
has now signed up a deal with Japanese
business interests for further expansion.

Work has already started on a second
18 hole golf course, a conservatory club
lounge and enlarged professionals shop.

New plans include 35 additional bed-
rooms to the hotel, conference facilities
and 80 residential housing plots, destined
to become time-share properties,
together with a swimming pool, squash
courts and an indoor golf academy.

Viewers of BBC TV's ‘Play Better Golf’
with Peter Alliss, scheduled to be shown
in the Spring will have the opportunity to
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see the extent of the new golf course. The
complete series of nine half hour pro-
grammes has been filmed at Letham
Grange.

Ken Smith anticipates the staff, cur-
rently 40 will be doubled once the new
projects are completed.

He said, “Letham Grange has been the
realisation of a dream for me. This agree-
ment will result in continued growth and
expansion.”

Stamping out ‘hooligans’
at tournaments

A growing fear of soccer type hocligan
behaviour at professional golf tourna-
ments has prompted Tony Jacklin,
Europe’'s Ryder Cup Team Captain to
name his ‘troubleshooters’ at the Belfry in
September to be his star players.

He has suggested that if crowd
behaviour develops into booing and hiss-
ing the opposition he will expect Bal-
lesteros, Lyle, Faldo and Woosnam to
silence anyone who says anything out of
place.

Signs of an unruly element in the
crowds were seen at St. Andrews during
the Dunhill Cup in October when Nick
Faldo was given some rough treatment by
people, who one hopes were not Scottish
golfers, but ignorant partisans, sheltering
with anonymity among the true followers
of high class golf.

At the Belfry in 1985, some of the Amer-
ican wives were hissed and the US team
were considerably upset when applause
broke out after Craig Stadler missed a
vital three foot putt on the 18th green.

In September the Ryder Cup will be an
all ticket affair and if these are sold
through the established clubs it should
ensure spectators are limited to those
who know the game's etiquette.

Arrangements are already in hand for
the BIGGA to be represented at the Belfry
with their own hospitality stand and it is
understood the organisers are planning
something a little special.

Sod producers at York

A study tour around Britain by over 50
visitors from the American Sod Turf Pro-
ducers Association, brought them to the
historic city of York at the end of October
as guests of Rolawn’s Managing Director,
Ken Dawson.

Ken, the founder of the Rolawn turf
growing business based in the old world
village of Elvington, a few miles from the

spires of York Minister, is the current
Chairman of ASPA’'s International
Committee.

To mark their visit, he organised a
Saturday morning seminar at the York
Novotel, brought in Neville Barker from
British Seed Houses, Bill Hickey, Chief
Executive of BALI, John Shildrick from the
NTC and together with his own staff put
his guests completely in the picture on turf
culture in Britain.

On a fine autumn afternoon the party
visited the offices and fields around
Elvington to see how one of the leading
firms of turf growers on this side of the
Atlantic, produce amenity grass for a wide
range of uses.

Rolawn are best known to green-
keepers as suppliers of fine turf to golf
courses, but their range covers both the
full sporting and domestic field.

At the seminar plans were announced
to put Rolawn turf on sale through the
Sainsbury owned Homebase DIY shops
from the Spring of 1989.

The turf will be supplied through local
agents on an order basis, but a cash and
carry scheme for a few rolls of turf in the
back of the car has not been ruled out.
Ideal for the weekend gardener who
wants to repair a few bare patches.

As a fitting climax to the weekend the
visitors attended a Medieval Banquet in
the thirteenth century Merchants Adven-
turers’ Hall.

Sheer embarrassment forbids naming
the two guests who mistakenly went to the
equally famous Merchant Taylors’ Hall
and imbibed free gin and tonics before
realising they were at the wrong party!

Northern groundsmen
take top prizes

The two best groundsmen in Britain hail
from the North West of England.

Geoffrey Brereton a 38 year old part-
time turf culture lecturer at Reaseheath
College and groundsman for Birtles
Cricket Club at Macclesfield has won the
coveted Groundsman of the Year Award,
sponsored by ICI Professional Products.

Title of Young Groundsman of the Year
has been awarded to 19 year old David
Rhodes a groundsman at Bolton School
and part time student at Myerscough.

Both will fly to Los Angeles in February
to take part in the GCSAA Convention,
which this year will be held at Anaheim,
the home of Disney World.

Among other winners of IOG Education
and Training Awards announced at the
Reform Club was Christopher Nolan, the
38 year old Head Greenkeeper at Castle
Golf Club, Dublin, a member of the Irish
Greenkeepers' Association.

As runner-up to Geoff. Brereton, Chris
will take part in an extended weekend visit
to Germany.

Blue waters run deep at
the Belfry

With millions of television viewers
expected to tune into the 1989 Ryder Cup,
The Belfry is taking no chances.

Its greens, fairways and, even its lakes,

BIGGA

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This will be held on Tuesday, 28th February, 1989
at 230 pm in
The Royal York Hotel, York
immediately adjacent to the Railway Station
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Continuous use can
make your ground as
tough as old boots.

Thatch and compaction

are the result.As you know,

scarification and aeration
can reduce it.
Ryan can cure it.

Poor turf with Vertical tine Vigorous root
thatch and penetration growth after
compaction. aerates soil. 6 weeks.

FlYAN

Distributed in the UK by Victa (UK) Limited

Beechwood, Chineham Business Park
Basingstoke, Hants. RG24 OWA

And that’s not cobblers!
Ryan’s uniquely designed

-24 machines will tackle all of

these problems effectively.
So, for the best turf care
available, you can rely on
Ryan.

Telephone: 0256 50301 Telex: 858282 VICTAG Facsimile: 0256 840518




Let the McConnel Dabro
Outfield Slitter slice its way

Tired turf needs the slice o

life!

<
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through that compacted

turf and watch out for
Improvement. : |

ow life-promoting air,
water and your expensive
dressmg find their way to
where they do most good —
to the roots. The result:
healthier, thicker, finer
grass growth.

¢ Unique, precision depth
control for consisten
penetration.

¢ Drum ballast adds extra
weight when needed.

¢ Three widths-3'6",4'6"
and 6'.

o II;or tractors from 14-90
p-
Werite or phone now for the

name of your nearest
dealer.

ENGINEERED FOR
PERFORMANCE

F. W. McConnel Ltd.,
Temeside Works, Ludlow,

nnnnn Shropshire SY8 1JL.
Telephone: 0584 3131
Fax: 0584 6463

THE 55100 . . . FIRST ON THE GREEN

*HIGH PERFORMANCE
RELIABILITY

*MAXIMUM TONNAGE OF
QUALITY TOP DRESSING

*MINIMUM EFFORT

ITGRADES . . IT SHREADS . . . IT BLENDS . .

Now, from GRADEALL comes a
new concept in greenkeeping. A
unique combination of blending,
shredding and grading in a single
unit that gives you:

The SS100 performs aggressively

*MAXIMUM MOBILITY on even the poorest quality damp

if you want to make the GRADE!

soil with stones, shrubs and sods
producing high quality loose and
manageable soil. In fact, the
SS100 turns tough, lumpy organic
humus into pure, workable
compost.

From cricket tables, to bowling
greens, to golf greens and
fairways . . . indeed any turf
area . . . you'll benefit from the
$S100’s unique capabilities.
For Hire. For Sale. For Service.

CALLUS ...
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Y
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INTERNATIONAL
G.B. Office
GradeAll International Ltd,

3 Yew Tree Mews, Bailey Lane,

Ringway, Manchester. Tel. (061) 4990446
N.l. Office

GradeAll International Ltd.,

9 Farlough Road, Dungannon,

Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland.

Tel. (08687) 40484.

Telex: 265871 MONREF G
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must look at their very best for the event.

And that is why The Belfry sent out an
urgent request to ALS (Amenity Land Ser-
vices) of Telford to obtain 16 gallons of a
very special dye - Aqua Shade.

“Agua Shade is a non toxic, blue dye

that will help ensure that The Belfry’s ten
acres of lakeland water will literally spar-
kle in front of the television cameras,”
explains Tony Howard of ALS.
“Aqua Shade is totally inert so it is
environmentally safe. It works on the
basic scientific principle of cutting off the
sunlight to control the growth of algae and
troublesome weeds. It has been extens-
ively tested and meets all environmental
regulations to safeguard fish, wildlife and
people.

“However what Aqua Shade does do is
turn the colour of the water a magnificent
shade of blue,”.

This special dye is not generally availa-
ble in the UK, but ALS has already been
able to deliver the 16 gallons of Aqua
Shade to The Belfry’'s Course Manager
Derek Ganning.

Westurf to be held in
May

Westurf 89, the Turf Care Trade Exhibi-
tion for the South West and South Wales
Region of BIGGA, will be held on 24th
May 1989 at Long Ashton Golf Club,
Bristol.

For further information please contact
Gordon Child, Archway, Churston Road,
Churston Ferrers, Nr Brixham, South
Devon, TQ5 OHU. Telephone Churston
844056.

New Zealand browntop
for British courses

The New Zealand based company Pyne
Gould Guiness has appointed Booker
Seeds as the Breeders Agent for Grass-
lands Sefton in the UK and Eire.

Booker Seeds say that this new variety
of Browntop looks like being the answer to
the greenkeeper's prayer. It is an
extremely fine leaved and dense cultivar
with superb year round colour and capa-
ble of producing a true, fast green.

Chris Peel, who recently joined Booker
Seeds from the Sports Turf Research
Institute at Bingley (where he was jointly
responsible for the evaluation of new vari-
eties) is confident that this New Zealand
bred introduction is going to set new
standards.

“Grasslands Sefton is the best variety of
Agrostis tenuis in trial by far and | have no
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doubt that it will be highly sought after by
discerning greenkeepers.”

lan Misselbrook, Product Manager -
Amenity Grasses, says that seed of this
new variety should be available from July
1989 - but only in limited quantities. “We
are confident that demand will exceed
supply so forward thinking customers who
are keen to make an early evaluation of
Grasslands Sefton must order their
requirements in the near future,” he told
THE GOLF COURSE.

Golf theme at Norwood
Hall Symposium

This annual symposium, offered jointly by
Norwood Hall Institute of Horticultural
Education and the Royal Botanic Gar-
dens, Kew, will be held on Tuesday 28th
February 1989 at the Jodrell Lecture
Theatre, Kew Gardens.

Admission is by programme, which will
be sent free of charge on request.

There will be five papers delivered dur-
ing the day and these are: Modern Golf
Course Design and Construction by
Simon Gidman; Trees and Shrubs - their
use in Sportsturf Design by Gerry Davis;
Seed Mixtures for Play and Conservation
by Geoff Taylor; Golf Course Manage-
ment - a Green Committee View by John
Harris; and Managing a Heathland Golf
Course by lan MacMillan.

For further information and a pro-
gramme, contact: R B Dickinson, Prinici-
pal, Norwood Hall Institute of Horticultural
Education, Norwood Green Road, South-

all, Middlesex UB2 4LA. Tel: 01-574
2261.

OBITUARY
Lionel Croad died recently following a
short iliness, he was aged 80.

Lionel joined Enmore Park Golf Club
Bridgewater, Somerset as a member in
1934 and was employed as a Steward/
Greenkeeper in 1959 and continued as a
greenkeeper until 1979, when he retired
at the age of 70. He helped out on a part
time basis even after that when his help
was needed.

Lionel was a very keen low handicap
golfer and a member of the BIGGA South
West Section for many years.

It is with great sadness that the directors
of Rigby Taylor Ltd. announce that, fol-
lowing a heart attack, their colleague
Richard Elliott passed away on Monday,
December 19, 1988 aged 56.

Richard - ‘Dick’ - was a very well known
figure in the trade having first worked for
Ransomes, followed by many years at T.
Parker & Sons, firstly as area representat-
ive progressing to area manager.

In 1981 he joined his former colleague
Jon Ryan in forming Rigby Taylor (South)
where his drive and enthusiasm were
greatly instrumental in establishing the
company.

He had recently been appointed to the
position of National Sales Director of
Rigby Taylor Ltd.

Richard will be sadly missed by his
many friends. Deepest sympathy goes
out to his widow Joyce and family.

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
17th-23rd JULY, 1989

If you wish to assist with bunker-raking and other
duties at Troon, please forward your name and
address to the Executive Director as soon as
possible with an indication of the dates on which
you are available. Please note that assistance is
needed for the practice days as well as the four
Championship days.

Preference will be given to those members who
can make themselves available for the whole
period.

THE GOLF COURSE JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1989

17



Compare our price

Quality & reliability

Running costs & maintenance

Greens King - Turf Groomer

Tri-King - unrivalled stability
with fixed or floating heads

For full details of the
Jacobsen range
phone Chris Smith on 0553 763333




ON THE COURSE

Correct cultural methods help
to control fusarium at Liphook

iphook Golf Club has a charm-
L ing heathland course laid out

over Wheatsheaf Common
and is bisected by the A3 trunk road
between Guildford and Petersfield.
The attractive clubhouse building
blends admirably with the wooded
surroundings. Skilful use has been
made of the gently undulating ter-
rain and natural woodland features
to create 18 holes measuring 6,250
vards.

Although a comparatively short
course, Liphook has been cited by
keen students of golf course archi-
tecture as a classic example of the
kind of course capable of defeating
for all time any improvements to
ball or club by the difficulty of the
approach to the green. Liphook has
some splendid holes like the 5th,
14th and 13th aptly named ‘The
Two Counties’ where you drive off
in Sussex and putt out in
Hampshire. The indigenous tightly
knit fairway turf i§ ideal for golf,

Cameron McMillan

easy to walk on and tough enough to
take the wear and tear of traffic and
play.

Head greenkeeper, Cameron
McMillan at the age of 23 is a know-
ledgeable and enthusiastic man

John Campbell visits this charming Surrey course to talk to Cameron McMillan
about his role as head greenkeeper.

with impeccable credentials. Com-
ing as he does from a unique green-
keeping family he is well qualified
to tread the footsteps of his father,
Jack McMillan, the course super-
visor at Sunningdale Golf Club and
his four older brothers who are also
devotees of the noble profession of
greenkeeping.

Cameron said pensively, “It was
always on the cards that I should
follow the family tradition although
I never really gave it much thought
until I was in the sixth form at
school. One day my father said he
had a staff vacancy at Sunningdale
and offered me a job on the course
which I accepted with alacrity and
have never regretted the decision. I
suppose it was second nature to take

up greenkeeping for [ was never off

the course as a small boy always
doing jobs at weekends and school
holidays etc., it was in the blood and
I was quite capable of tackling any
kind of work on the course at a very
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early age under the eagle eye of my
father.”

“When I was at Sunningdale I
generally used my imagination as I
went around and decided what
needed doing then I duly reported
this when I got back to the sheds. My
father always said ‘try and think like
a head greenkeeper for one day you
will be in charge of your own
course’ and I have never really had
any doubts about my greenkeeping
ability. As long as one has the basic
knowledge about what needs to be
done and how to go about it is the
most important factor.”

“Obviously my father’s know-
ledge and long experience in green-
keeping has been a valuable guiding
influence in my career and much
has rubbed off on me. Being an indi-
vidualist I probably do things a little
differently from him using my own
ideas, thoughts and input to
accomplish objectives. The course
characteristics at Liphook are very
similar to Sunningdale, its a heath-
land situation and the management
programme is very much the same
so I am quite familiar with the rou-
tine upkeep and the kind of prob-
lems one might encounter.”

‘ one is a mechanic who also
helps out on the course,
although he usually spends most of
his time in the workshop through
the winter repairing and servicing
the equipment. The other three men
have their own sections to look after
on the course, that is their main
responsibility, all are reliable and
industrious workers. In the past the
club employed one or two students
to help with the work during the
summer when the permanent staff
was only three but now it has been
increased to four with the objective
cutting down on casual labour
which can be quite expensive.

The main items of machinery are
three triplex mowers, consisting of
two Ransomes 171s and a Jacobsen
Greensking with Turf Groomers.
There are three tractors two Massey
Fergusons and a Ford, a set of five
hydraulic gangmowers and four
Ransomes Auto-Certes mowers, and
their are several items of equipment
for slitting plus a Cushman with
slitters and a full range of attach-

ments. The course has a lot of sharp
undulations and a tractor mounted

ameron supervises four staff,

rotary is used to keep down the
rough but in some inaccessible
places a pedestrian rotary com-
pletes the work.

From October through to March
Cameron aims to slit tine the greens
every week when weather and sur-
face conditions permit. Part of this
programme this winter also
included spraying the heather with
Dalapon. This kills Mollinia and
Fescue grasses which are smother-
ing the heather, but does not affect
the heather leaving a clean sward. It
will be done early in March, which
he feels - is the the only time of the
year it can be treated.

There is quite an amount of con-
struction work now under way and
several new tees have already been
built this winter. 600 yards of path-
ways on the course has been tidied
up and laid with a more permanent
surface. The base of the paths were
consolidated with four inches of
roadway hoggin, then blinded with
an ash layer and packed down with
a vibrating roller. The track was
finally completed with a finishing
layer of cockle shells. The whole
effect is an excellent firm pathway
in keeping with the surroundings,
pleasing to the eye and easy for golf-
ers to walk on, says Cameron.

One problem seen on the course
at the moment is Fusarium disease
but Cameron admitted that Jim
Arthur gave him a friendly warning
about this before he went to
Liphook. The plan is to control the
outbreak by frequent aeration and
regular applications of Roevral and
Mascot contact fungicides.
Basically he says, ‘“we are trying to
reduce the incidence of infection by
correct cultural practices and I
think the battle is gradually being
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won.

hen asked about his
W approach to machinery
selection Cameron

McMillian said, ‘‘Before buying
anything I would study the require-
ments of the course. Then invite
suppliers to demonstrate the type of
machinery within their range which
seems right for the job before mak-
ing a final decision. All the leading
manufacturers like Ransomes, Toro
and Jacebsen have an extensive
range of equipment for all phases of
our work. Obviously one might
have preferences one way or the
other but the important point is to

chose the machine that performs
best under the conditions prevail-
ing on your particular course.”

Being a working head green-
keeper Cameron can only spend a
limited amount of time supervising
the staff. Generally this is done first
thing in the morning when the work
programme is discussed and speci-
fic tasks are individually assigned.
Enough work is given to each man to
keep him busy for the day, if the job
finishes sooner than expected they
are all quite conscientious and will
look around for something else to
do. He likes to encourage everybody
to come up with their own sugges-
tions and sometimes they put for-
ward good ideas with regard to the
work programme which are put into
practice.

“I think the British & Interna-
tional Golf Greenkeepers Associ-
ation is moving in the right
direction,” Cameron continued,
“the set-up is much better than it
has ever been and it is up to the
membership to provide the support
and enthusiasm to keep the momen-
tum going. It has to be a strong and
effective organisation that will be
respected and recognised as a for-
midable mouthpiece for green-
keepers in all parts of the country.

“The presence of our members
playing an important role at the
Open Championship is good for
public relations and has given us
international status of which we are
proud. Yes, we have come a long
way and have every reason to look
forward to future of our profession
for the years ahead.”

Ode from a Greenkeeper

CANS

Cans that are a brilliant hue,

with dregs of Coke and Shandy, too,
Are strewn around our pretty course

or buried deep amongst the gorse
and placed in forks of sapling trees,

or thrown in streams besides the tees.

Another ‘Topic’ of course is ‘Mars’,
and other makes of chocolate bars,
Their wrapper's thrown upon the ground
by thoughtless golfers playing round.
To help us keep it neat and tidied
Please, do use the bins provided.

An empty can is not a drag,
please place it back into your bag.
At the 18th tee you will find a bin
to place your wrappers and empties in.

By Peter Richmond
(Midland Section)
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