
Make your course more attractive with the 
new "Players" Bunker Rake from TACIT. 
A bracket attached to the vandal proof shaft 
keeps the handle above the wet sand or grass. 
Selected for use at St. Pierre and The Belfry. 

TACIT" 
M A N U F A C T U R E R S 

RUGBY, E N G L A N D 
TEL: (0788) 832166 

MASSIVE NEW INVESTMENT IN 
GRASS SEED CLEANING AT 
JOHNSONS 

A mass ive new g rass seed c lean ing plant, 
the only one of its t ype in the count ry , has 
been insta l led by J o h n s o n s S e e d s at their 
Boston headquar te rs . 
Cost ing ove r £150 ,000 , the new plant w a s 
des igned, supp l ied and instal led by a 
D a n i s h m a n u f a c t u r e r p r i m a r i l y f o r 
c lean ing f e s c u e s e e d but is equal ly 
capab le of hand l ing any o ther var ie ty of 
grass seed. 
Unc leaned s e e d is t aken s t ra igh t f rom bulk 
bins or sacks by a belt f eed in take o n the 
g round f loor and c o n v e y e d to t he t op f loor 
into a bu lk ho ld ing bin. F rom there it 
passes into the p re -c leaner and o n into a 
large sc reen c leaner and inden ted cyl in-
ders, w i th a spec ia l b rush ing mach ine in-
corpora ted in t h e f low line. 
The s e e d then p a s s e s into the ' c leaned 
seed ' hopper w h e r e it u n d e r g o e s auto-
mat ic samp l ing . Final ly the s e e d m o v e s in 
to the 'we igh ing o f f m a c h i n e and is t hen 
bagged, label led and s t i t ched as it passes 
a long the s la t ted conveyo r to be pal let-
ised. 
Michae l Good l i f fe , J o h n s o n s p roduc t ion 
director, sa id "The n e w plant is severa l 
t imes more eff ic ient t han prev ious equ ip-
ment and has a g rea te r capac i ty . Th is o n e 
wil l b reak d o w n the 'doub les ' and re-c lean 
the 'overs." 

NEW NATIONAL 84" PTO GANG 
MOWER FROM ALLEN 
Built for users of compac t t ractors is t he 
new Nat iona l P T O dr iven tr ip le mower : by 
A l len Power Equ ipment . 
Al l tha t is needed is a m i n i m u m 15 P T O hp 
t ractor unit hooked up to th is high per fo rm-
ance cut ter and y o u are ready to m o w an 
84" swa th at a rate of up to 3 acres per 
hour. 
Equ ipped wi th a h igh ef f ic iency dr ive sys-
t em, heavy-du ty right ang le gear boxes 
and f inal belt dr ive engage /d i sengage the 
m o w e r s v ia the P T O clutch. 

Because the cy l inders are belt dr iven there 
are no whee l s to lock and scuff the turf, if 
a fo re ign object b e c o m e s j a m m e d in the 
reel. W i th no out r igger whee ls , cut t ing 
units reach out ove r kerbs and sand t raps 
to m in im ise addi t iona l t r imming . 
Th is new add i t ion to the Al len range has 
hydraul ic ra is ing and lower ing of cyl in-
ders , six b laded 8H d iamete r cy l inders 
runn ing on ad jus tab le T i m k e n bear ings 
and jo ins the highly success fu l Nat ional 
68" and 84" t r ip le m o w e r s a l ready estab-
l ished in the U.K. market p lace. 
T h e pr ice of t he Al len Nat iona l P T O G a n g 
M o w e r is £ 3 9 9 5 . 0 0 + VAT. 

7i stands above 
the rest." 



GREENSWARD ENGINEERING CO. 
SUPPLIERS OF HIGH QUALITY RECONDITIONED AND GUARANTEED TURF MACHINERY 

Ring NOW for full 
MASSEY FERGUSON 20E tractor Q 
cab very clean £3 950 
LLOYDS Leda gang mowers d 850 
RANSOMES Motor Triple ¿ 9 5 0 
RANSOMES 3 sportscutter trailed gang mowers £ i ¿ 5 0 
RANSOMES 3 Magna trailed gang mowers £1 ¿ 5 0 
RANSOMES 3 Hydraulic gang mowers £2 250 
RANSOMES 180 706hrs. c/w lift kit ¿ 7 9 5 
SISIS Contravator pto seeder £1 '350 
KUBOTA L225 c/W cab & turf tyres £ 2 4 5 0 
B8200 4wd 1125 hrs £3*950 
BRANTLEY back hoe for compact tractor £950 
BUCHER flail mower for steep banks £1 495 
TORO G M 300 greens triple new engine £5 950 

machinery list. 
National delivery 
arranged. 

F. HIRD & SONS 
Nationwide suppliers of railway sleeper and 
crossing timbers. Wooden and Concrete, all 

grades suitable for retaining walls, roads, 
path edgings etc. Prices available for 
delivery or collection from all areas. 

For further information phone 
B A R B A R A 

Doncaster (0302) 831339 

ROYAL DUTIES FOR A HUXLEY 
THREESOME 

ROUGH CUT ROTARY SAVES 
STRIMMING TIME 

Trees, trees hundreds of trees! Just the 
thing to enhance a Golf Course. Many 
golfers would argue there is no finer sight 
than a tree lined fairway, all very well for 
the player but what about the greenkeep-
ing staff. There is no doubt that trees do 
present problems for greens staff as well 
as the occasional wayward drive. Not any 
more though, the new HMR from T O R O 
has the ability to leave uncut circles as 
small as 8" diameter. 
Don Major, Head Greenkeeper of Bletch-
worth Park Private Golf Club has pur-
chased an HMR 1600 with 52" cutting 
width, in his opinion "Its t ime saving abili-
t ies are immense, the HMR will save hours 
usually spent operating str immers. We 

The Royal Parks Division of the Depart-
ment of the Environment has bought three 
items of professional turf equipment from 
Huxleys Grass Machinery to help look 
after formal grass areas within the Royal 
Parks and gardens. 
The Huxley 358 Greensmower , has been 
supplied to maintain Royal Lawns' together 
with a three wheel Cushman Turf Truck-
ster vehicle fitted with a t ipping Long Box 
with detachable sides and tailgate. 
Suppl ied and equipped with a rear-
mounted Huxley H44 Fine Turf Scarifier, 
the combinat ion is used for regular aera-
tion of Lawns, removing thatch and other 
materialto encourage healthy grassgrowth 

can use the machine 
around 200 or so trees on 
ourcourse and on numer-
ous pathways." 
The HMR has two cutting 
widths; 112cm (44H) and 
132cm (52:). Seperate 
gearboxes drive the rear 
wheels independently so 
that drive can be cut off 
f rom the inside rear wheel 
when turning sharply. This 
prevents scuffing or mark-
ing the turf and because 
speed is automatically re-
duced on sharp corners 
the operator can cut to edges more easily. 
The HMR 1600 is highly versatile with 
excellent stability on hills. Cutting heights 
are adjustable from 37.5 to 112.5mm. 

Picture above shows Don Major (left) Head 
Greenkeeper of BI etch worth Golf Club is 
shown the tight cutting circle of his new 
Toro HMR 1600. 

LEEDS (0532) 751627 
Harold Terrace, Headingley, 
Leeds LS6 1PG 

Edward Huxley (left) with area sales manager, Ron Rose, checking the new 
machines prior to delivery to London's Royal Parks. 



V E R T I D R A I N H I R E 
CALL THE EXPERTS 

BOWLING GREENS 

HOCKEY PITCHES 

CRICKET SQUARES 

C R O Q U E T LAWNS 

RUGBY PITCHES 

FOOTBALL PITCHES 

Member British Association of Golf Course Constructors 
Member Golf Course Builders of America 

(Contractors) Limited 
GOLF COURSE A N D LANDSCAPE SPECIALIST 
HOMESTEAD FARM, R I N G W O O D R O A D , THREE LEGGED CROSS, 
WIMBOURNE, DORSET. BH21 6 Q Y 
Tel: V e r w o o d (0202) 8 2 2 3 7 2 , 8 2 4 9 0 6 & 825979 Fax: (0202) 826447 

... throw cold water on even the best ideas 
For t h e b r i g h t e s t i d e a s i n i r r i g a t i o n , n o - o n e 
c a n o u t m a t c h T u r f I r r i g a t i o n a n d TORO. 

W i t h r e l i a b l e T O R O s p r i n k l e r s a n d a n e w 
g e n e r a t i o n o f s o l i d - s t a t e a u t o c o n t r o l s y s t e m s 
t h e g r e e n k e e p e r n o w has t h e f r e e d o m t o use 
i r r i g a t i o n t o t h e b e s t a d v a n t a g e . 

D e v e l o p e d f o r p a r k s a n d g o l f c o u r s e s t h e 
S C 3 0 0 0 is o n e o f t h e m o s t v e r s a t i l e s y s t e m 
c o n t r o l l e r s , g i v i n g f i n i t e c o n t r o l o f u p t o 4 0 0 
s p r i n k l e r s i n 4 z o n e s . Each z o n e c a n b e 
s e p a r a t e l y p r o g r a m m e d t o s u i t l o c a l g r o u n d 

c o n d i t i o n s , a n d t h e w h o l e s y s t e m c a n b e 
o p e r a t e d o n a 14 d a y p r o g r a m m e , w i t h a u t o 
r a i n c u t o f f a n d m a n u a l o v e r r i d e p r o v i d i n g 
e s s e n t i a l f l e x i b i l i t y . 

T u r f I r r i g a t i o n Serv ices a r e t h e l e a d i n g 
s u p p l i e r s o f t h e a d v a n c e d T O R O r a n g e a n d 
h a v e e x t e n s i v e e x p e r t i s e g a i n e d i n 
a p p l i c a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e U K , a n d 
o v e r s e a s . I f y o u c o u l d use a l i t t l e o f t h a t 
k n o w - h o w , a l l y o u n e e d d o is c a l l . 

TURF 
irrigation # 

Always ahead 
of the game Vis i t us at 

The Toro S tand 
W i n d s o r F7-10 

Turf Irrigation Services Limited, 
Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 0TS. 
Tel: 04775-255 & 256. Telex: 367122 TIS G. I R R I G A T I O N P R O D U C T S 

Turf 
Irrigation... 



WEATHER MATIC LAUNCH NEW 
WATER CONTROL SYSTEM 

Weather -mat ic has introduced an afford-
able and versat i le irr igation water man-
agement sys tem des igned specif ical ly for 
golf courses. 
The new C o m m a n d Satell i te sys tem fea-
tures M K 1 2 C C o m m a n d units and MK12S 
Satel l i te units. The communica t ions link 
requires only 24 V.A.C, with 2 wires com-
mon f rom each C o m m a n d to all associ-
ated Satel l i tes. 
The Symflex Sys tem also features a pump 
interrupter circuit wh ich provides remote 
sensing of mainl ine pressure and f low to 
assist in p u m p protect ion; a system shut-
down alert c i rcui t to prevent pressure surge 
damage caused by rapid valve c losure; 
and a remote sensor circuit to monitor 
special water management condit ions such 
as wind, rain, soil moisture and tempera-
ture. 

KUBOTA ENGINE FOR MALLARD 
TRUCK 

A new Kubota air-cooled diesel engine 
has been chosen to power a new British 
built al l-terrain light truck. 
The engine has a remarkably low fuel 
consumpt ion, using some 40 per cent less 
per hour than an air-cooled petrol engine 
of the same power, and is much quieter. 
Until now all Mal lard des igns have had 
f ront -mounted engines located between 
the seats for the driver and his mate, but 
t ruck designer David Brown was search-
ing for an engine which would be compact 
enough to fit under the load body of his 
new Mallard Mark V so as to give less 
noise for crew and bystanders alike. 
David Brown said, "Our Mal lard Trucks are 
produced as t rue mult i -purpose vehic les 
and can have 3 point hydraul ic l inkages 
fitted at front and rear to carry a w ide range 
of equipment - so the engine has to be able 
to drive an hydraul ic services pump as wel l 
as del iver suff icient power to the rear 
wheels. The O C 60 does this comfor tably, 
it just 'sets its teeth ' into the load and keeps 
going". 

GOLF COURSE EUROPE 1989: 
On 4, 5 and 6 October 1989 a new trade 
exhibi t ion wil l take place in the Rhein/Main 
Halls in Wiesbaden, West Germany: Golf 
Course Europe '89, also known asG.C.E. 
Golf Course Europe is the only European 
Exhibi t ion and conference to specialise on 
the viabil ity research, the design, con-
struct ion and maintenance of golf courses 
and on golf c lub management . 
G C E will be the central marketplace for 
anyone involved in the rapidly expanding 
market of golf courses in Europe. In the 
next decade between a 1000 and 2000 
new golf courses wil l be added to the 
exist ing 4.500, whi le the number of golfers 
is expected to triple. 
Because of the mid 70's recession many 
golf projects ran into serious financial dif-
f icult ies. The main causes of failure were 
mismanagement and inadequate research 
into a project 's economic viability. 
The range of expert ise required in a large 
golf estate project is formidable. Many 
discipl ines are involved in building a golf 
course. This is why at the G C E '89 confer-
ence a large number of topics will be 
addressed by more than 25speakersfrom 
var ious countr ies. 
The exhibit ion wil l be visited by exhibitors 
f rom all over the wor ld. There will be be-
tween a 100 - 150 exhibitors, mainly from 
Europe and the USA.They will exhibit all 
products and services needed to plan, de-
sign, construct and maintain a golf course. 
The visitors of GCE '89 wil l f ind the latest 
deve lopments in irrigation techniques, 
dra inage systems turf care, mowers, 
equ ipment and many other products. The 
exhibi t ion is only for visitors who profes-
sionaly dea l with golf courses. 

GOLF TYRES 
Exc lus ive go l f - pa t t e rn ty res available 

t o f i t any t r a c t o r f r o n t o r rear. 

UNDERGEAR 
B L A C K L A K E W O R K S , W E S T B R O M W I C H , 

W E S T M I D L A N D S B 7 0 0PD. 

TERRA-TIRES 
As sole UK distributor for Goodyear Terra-Tires, 

Undergear carry the complete range of sizes 
and types, including built-up tyre and 

wheel units for LGP conversions. j 

Te lephone : 0 2 1 - 5 5 3 1606 
Te lex : 3 3 6 5 8 4 F a x : 0 2 1 - 5 5 3 1 3 0 7 

SEE YOU AT THE I.O.G. 
SHOW ON STAND I 19 & 20 



FIRST GOLF COURSE FOR POLAND 
(A Golf Course - Exclusive) 

OBITUARY 
MR WILLIAM H, BOWLES, BEM, 
FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT OF 
THE INSTITUTE OF GROUNDS-
MANSHIP 

Will iam 'Bill' Bowles, Founder and Presi-
dent of the Institute of Groundsmansh ip , 
died at W e x h a m Park Hospital, S lough, 
after a short i l lness, on Wednesday , 19th 
July 1989, at the age of 89. 
Bill Bowles founded the Nat ional Associa-
t ionof Groundsmen in 1934 whilst work ing 
as Head Groundsman to Westminster Bank 
in Norbury. In 1916 Bill moved to Eton 
College on his appointment as Head 
Groundsman and retired in 1985, after 
having served 72 years as a turf care 
expert of great repute. In 1947 Bill was 
invited to serve on the Nat ional Playing 
Fields Associat ion 's prest igious Ground 
and Layout Commit tee. He has given 
talks and pract ical demonst ra t ions at the 
request of the MCC, with the aim of im-
proving the s tandard of wickets general ly 
and in all his work ing life never dec lared a 
pitch ou t -o f -p laydueto inclement weather . 
An acknowledged expert in turf culture, 
Bill's expert ise is known throughout the 
world and is best s u m m e d up in an extract 
from an article in the Eton Col lege Chron-
icle, printed when Bill retired in 1985 aged 
85 Despite his eminence in the profes-
sion, he always put Eton first - no man in 
the history of Eton College can have given 
longer or more devoted service than Bill 
Bowles. We may be sure thai if he ever 
dies... that W. G. Grace himself will at once 
appoint him Head Groundsman of the 
Elysian Fields." 
This sent iment is carr ied through in the 
work Bill has t irelessly carr ied out for the 
Institute of Groundsmansh ip . His a ims to 
bring groundsmen together , g ive opportu-
nities for training, hold examinat ions and 
courses, raise s tandards of spor tsground 

An 18 hole golf course with a driving range 
is to be built in the grounds of luxury hotel, 
conver ted f rom an Old Bishop's Cast le at 
Pultask, a medieval town some 60km north 
east of Warsaw. 
The project has reached the design stage 
to plans drawn up by the Swedish archi-
tect, Jan Sederholm who has been re-
sponsible for a number of golf courses in 
Scandanavia. 
It is understood that the f inance is to be 
provided by a group f rom Sweden with 
Polish connect ions backed by a Pol ish 
Government Agency, to cult ivate links with 
those of Polish origins, but living abroad. 
The hotel with a recreat ional complex 
opened last month, the course will fol low, 
constructed by a local civil engineer ing 
f irm under the management of Richard 
Gacke, a Pole who has worked in Niger ia 
for 15 years, where he acquired his golf ing 
interest as a member of the Ikoyi Club in 
Lagos. 
Richard confesses to be a " lousy" golfer, 
but says that he is keen and does at least 
know someth ing about the game! 
Once the course is f in ished, there is an 

maintenance and to improve the status of 
g roundsmen and the profession have all 
been achieved and the Institute will carry 
on his good work. The sell-out of this 
year 's annual IOG Sports & Leisure Wor ld 
Trade Exhibit ion to be held at Windsor 
Racecourse in September with 450 exhib-
itors is fitt ing tr ibute to his memory . 
Bill Bowles was an extremely popular, 
highly respected and much loved f igure. 
His contr ibut ion at local, regional, national 
and international level, his vast experi-
ence and wonderfu l personali ty will be 
sadly missed by the entire turf care and 
leisure industry. 
Deepest sympathy and condolences are 
cvonveyed to all of Bill's family. 

4 WHEEL DRIVE FOR JACOBSEN 
FAIRWAY MOWER 

The Jacobsen LF-100 5 gang fairway 
mower is now avai lable with four whee l 
drive. This opt ion al lows the LF-100 to 
c l imb hills without damage to the turf 
caused by whee l spin and sl ippage. 
At the touch of a knob, the operator can go 
f rom two whee l dr ive to four whee l dr ive 
and back, without stopping. 

opt ion to bui ld a further 9 holes. 
It seems there is an immediate demand for 
at least 20 golf courses in Poland just to 
cater for the tourists who take their clubs to 
West Berlin and V ienna and then move on 
into Poland to cont inue their holiday. That 
takes no account of the local populat ion, 
who are at present unable to take up the 
game. 
Est imates point to over 40,000 people 
wait ing to join a c lub in Stockholm, many 
quite prepared to join the new club at 
Pultusk and fly in to stay at the hotel. 
In fact the Swedish partner has already 
reserved a number of membersh ip cards 
and when ready, the course will also be 
avai lable to hotel guests. 
Once constructed, Richard Gacke will take 
over as Course Manager and will then be 
faced with the task of training a greenkeep-
ing crew. Purchasing the right equipment 
for course maintenance is likely to be a 
major problem as there is nothing of suit-
able manufacture in Poland. 
However as one of the current subscribers 
to 'the Golf Course' , he is sure to pick up 
a great deal of the informat ion he requires. 

The 100-inch cut and mowing speeds of 
more than f ive mph mean high productiv-
ity. The up-front p lacement of the outside 
reels al lows the operator to see the tr im-
ming edge without looking behind, for a 
c leaner mowing line. 
The LF-100's f ive 22- inch reels deliver a 
tourna'ment-quali ty cut. Pedal-operated 
reel lift helps the operator cross-cut fair-
ways effectively. A t igh t tu rn ing radius and 
power steering provide extra m a n o e u v r a -
bility and comfort . 

ICI DONATION TO AQUATIC 
WEEDS RESEARCH UNIT 

HRH The Duke of Gloucester has received 
a cheque on behalf of the Aquat ic Weeds 
Research Unit for (1318) f rom ICI Profes-
sional Products. 
T h e c h e q u e , p resen ted by Patr ick 
Goldswor thy was a donat ion based on the 
sales of the ICI publ icat ion 'Aquatic Plants 
-AGu ide toRecogn i t i on 'by David Spencer-
Jones and Max Wade. 
The book is still avai lable at a cost of £7.50 
i n c p & p f r o m Borcombe Printers Ltd., Pub-
l ications Department , Unit 6, Budds Lane, 
Romsey, Hampshi re , S 0 5 1 OHA. 



THE DUTCH INVENTION 
THAT HAS TAKEN 

OVER FROM THE FORK 
J i m Ar thu r exto l ls its v i r tues but w a r n s it is not t he c o m p l e t e 
a n s w e r to c o m p a c t i o n 

The Verti-Drain is in regular use at St. Andrews 

THE Vertidrain, invented by 
the de Ridders in the Neth-
erlands specifically to emulate 

the old raise forking technique - insert 
and prise back, which was used on 
golf greens at my instigation on Dutch 
courses, proved very difficult to intro-
duce into Britain but thanks to the 
efforts of a few enthusiastic contrac-
tors in the early eighties - and it really 
is a contractors' weapon unless more 
than 18 holes are involved, it has been 
regarded as the answer to all compac-
tion problems. 
Of course, it is not! Only where there is 
a permeable situation, within the reach 
of the tines will it improve drainage 
and persistent use on wet sticky clays 
aggravates problems, as has been 
discovered on some poorly drained 
football pitches. 
Timing is also vital if disturbance is 
not to be intolerable. This naturally 
does not just mean avoiding Vertidrain-
ing a few days before Captain's day, 
but primarily choosing a time when 
surfaces are firm enough to avoid wheel 
marking and subsurfaces dry enough 
to be friable and so break up on lifting. 
The use of flotation tyres initially elimi-
nates wheel tracking even (or espe-
cially) with the larger models. 
Depth is as vital as lifting. There is no 
point in Vertidraining 6" deep with no 
lift we have cheaper machines with 
less potential for disturbance. It is 
vital to go down to the drier less com-
pacted areas and to penetrate any pan 
formation. 
Closer spacing avoids the rippled ef-
fect and this means slower operating 
speeds. Since the whole green (or tee) 
is lifted, hopefully uniformly, some 
settlement is inevitable. 
Many greenkeepers have found it saves 
many grumbles to run a hand ma-
chine over the greens immediately 
afterwards, with the reel set up and 



the box weighted with sand bags. 
It is definitely a veiy bad idea to sand 
greens after Vertidraining. If it is de-
sired to keep the holes open to provide 
a pattern of vertical drains, then use 
clean uniform 4mm screened 'gravel' 
screenings from sand quarries. It is 
available! This either goes down the 
holes or is swept off. The sand layers, 
even under dry conditions and we do 
not want to resurrect the heresy of 
shallow tining and massive sand dress-
ings, causing severe root breaks and 
layering and reduced drought resis-
tance and in consequence gross over 
watering. 
Above all, if in doubt leave the holes 
open. Only if the weather is suitable 
and there is still growth to absorb it 
use the normal (mid seasonal) top 
dressing. Many a greenkeeper has 
suffered from listening to members 
moans and going out on a wet winter's 
day with a Cushman fully laden with 
sand, putting almost ineradicable deep 
tracks across all the greens as well as 
smearing greens. 
Timing is therefore vital and in conse-
quence early booking with Contrac-
tors, who naturally want to spread 
their contract season. I would rather 
see greens Vertidrained in July and 
August than in November, but the 
weather is the final arbiter. 

Above: Weather is the final arbiter 
as damage can occur, but this is 
unlikely with an operator with 
proven experience. 

Left: The forks enter the greens 
surface and then whilst under 
ground move laterally. 

Vertidrain only where there is a drained 
or potentially drainable layer below, 
though this can include uncompacted 
dry friable clay! Vertidrain only under 
suitable 'soil' conditions, which in-
cludes weather! Vertidraining must 
be backed up by regular aeration, 
deeper in winter but frequent in the 
growing season (to encourage pene-
tration of rain and irrigation). 
Do not fall into the trap of thinking 
that this is the solution to all problems 
it isn't, but it is a very valuable weapon 
and greenkeeping owes the de Ridders 
a vast debt of gratitude. 



The grand National* 
The Allen National 68 has got what you can't see - reliability. 

Specifically designed for tough, no-nonsense, low cost 
mowing, hour after hour, day after day, by golf clubs, local 

authorities and contractors, the tried and trusted National 
formula of sophisticated simplicity, functional quality 

performance and durability, makes the choice of the 
professional c lear-A l len National. 

V Send today for full colour leaflet and nearest stockist. 
r̂ Full 68in. width of cut 

ft Bank mowing a speciality 
ft Cuts over 2 acres per hour! 

Allen Power Equipment Limited, The Broadway Didcot, 
O x f o r d s h i r e OX11 8 E S Telephone Didcot (0235)813936 

I To Allen Power Equipment Ltd, 
The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon, 0X11 8ES. 

Please send meyourfu l l colour brochure on 
the Allen National 68 Triple Mower. 

Name 

Address 

Telephone 

Tick if you would like a demonstration [[] 

Make sure your club receives a copy of 

I Golf Course 
get them to subscribe today 

Europe's leading publication on golf course 
management and development. 

Name:- Gol f C lub : 

Address : . 

.Pos tcode 

1 8 " 

We enclose our cheque for £24 (UK) £35 (overseas) 

Return to: the Golf Course Circulation Dept., 129a High Street, 
Dovercourt, Harwich, Essex. CO 12 3AX 0255 507526 

THE GOLF COURSE AUGUST 1989 



REVIEW 

ROUND UP AT TROON 
Course management at Royal Troon 
had an international flavour this year 
with a twenty-three year old New 
Zealand greenkeeper as the team's 
twelve man for the preparation of the 
Ayrshire course for the 118th Open 
Championship. 

Last year Morgan Henton, from Ham-
ilton on the North Island, did a six 
month stint at Muirfield and express-
ing interest to become involved with 
an Open Championship came to an 
arrangement between the two Scot-
tish clubs to join Norman Fergusson's 
staff. 
He returned home for three months at 
the back end of last year and arrived 
back in Scotland with his wife at the 
beginning of the season. 
Accommodation was impossible to find 
in Troon on a greenkeeper's wage so 
they moved down the coast to Ayr 
travelling in six miles each day on the 
bus, Morgan to the course and his 
wife to her job in the nearby Marine 
Hotel, so both were close to the action. 

Talking to Morgan in the greenkeeper's 
sheds during his lunch break, he told 
me that New Zealand almost rivals 
Ireland in the number of courses per 
head of population. Every town has a 
golf course. His home town, Hamilton 
with around 100,000 people has five. 
There are no links type course, most 
are parkland based on the American 
design, with bent and fescue greens 
and some penncross, though they also 
have their fair share of poa. 
Training for greenstaff is a mixture of 
the British and American style. They 
serve an apprenticeship of4,000hours, 
combined with a correspondence 
course and block release at a technical 
college, extending over three years. 
Each year the student has to sit two 
exams and pass before moving on to 
the next stage. The final examination 
will provide the trainee with a Trade 
Certificate in Golf Course Greenkeep-
ing. 
If successful there is the opportunity 
to study for an advanced course to 
qualify for a Diploma in Turf Culture. 
Morgan said he started as an appren-

tice and when he left Hamilton Golf 
Club after four and half years at the 
course, he had obtained both his Trade 
Certificate and his Diploma. 
He intends stopping on at Royal Troon 
for a few months after the Open Cham-
pionship and then continue his work-
ing holiday in Britain until the end of 
the year, perhaps breaking his jour-
ney in New York where he spent a 
couple of weeks last year with an 
American Golf Course Superintendent. 
For recreation he plays a little golf over 
the Royal Troon links and the adjacent 
Portland course. "Its mainly in the 
evening", he added, "keeping well clear 
of the members". 
This young man is typical of the 
younger breed of greenkeeper now 
coming into course management. 
Ambitious, realising the advantages of 
world wide travel, he knows his expe-
rience in Scotland will pay handsome 
dividends when the time comes to 
settle back in his home country. 

Smoothing 
the sand in 
the dunes 

Greenkeepers from all parts of the 
country came to Royal Troon to assist 
with bunker raking. This year, on the 
drought stricken Ayrshire course their 
duties were totally confined to smooth-
ing the sand, unlike last year at Royal 
Lytham when it was all hands to the 
pump to make the course playable, 
following hours of torrential rain. 
It was so dry, at Troon the wispy rough 
was like a tinder box and it was inevi-
table someone would drop a lighted 
cigarette into the dead grass and start 
a fire. 
When it happened at the Prestwick 
end of the course, spectators were 
quickly evacuated and the fire brigade 
were on the scene within minutes to 
bring the blaze under control. 

Another recruit 
to 'Arnie's 

Armyf 

A lonely figure walking up the par five 
16th carrying a single wood was recog-
nised immediately as Arnold Palmer 
on his way to find a wayward shot. 
As he passed a middle aged lady lean-
ing against the fence, Arnold smiled, 
raised his hand to his forehead and 
said "Good Afternoon". 
She looked in stunned silence for a 
second or two, then rushed across to 
her husband and said "He spoke to me 
- he actually spoke to me - Arnold 
Palmer said good afternoon!". 
Arnold has made a great many people 
happy over four decades of competi-
tion. He has just added another fan for 
life. 

Cheers! 
Events such as the Open Champion-
ship always produce a captive gather-
ing of people with money in their pock-
ets. Hand in hand there are those with 
the sole objective of getting it out. 
Although one can understand the 
necessity of covering the cost of the 
stand rents charged by the R & A, the 
prices demanded by some of the food 
and drink suppliers were quite ob-
scene. 
No names, but the two organisations 
to whom we will raise our glass in a 
grateful toast are the Golf Club Stew-
ards Association for their friendly 
welcome and bar prices equal to those 
charged in most clubs. 
Coupled with those thanks is one to 
the members and committee of Royal 
Troon who also dispensed hospitality, 
without inflation, in the club bar. 
"Gentlemen, in every sense of the word 
- Your good health". 

J.E.L. 

New Zealand Greenkeeper 



Nine choices in the PRO-FLORA range of 
WILD FLOWER CONSERVATION MIXTURES. 
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FERTILISERS 
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T H E T R U L Y N A T I O N A L T U R F T O P D R E S S I N G A S S U P P L I E D T O 

M A N Y C H A M P I O N S H I P C O U R S E S F O R O V E R 10 Y E A R S 

A s u p e r i o r a n d c o n s i s t e n t g o l f g r e e n t o p d r e s s i n g p r e p a r e d f o r 
t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l u s i n g t h e h i g h e s t q u a l i t y E a s t A n g l i a n f e n s o i l s 
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l i m e f r e e s i l i c a s a n d , s h r e d d e d a n d s c r e e n e d , r e a d y f o r i m m e -
d i a t e a p p l i c a t i o n . 

S a v e c a p i t a l o u t l a y o n e x p e n s i v e e q u i p m e n t , w h i c h c a n s t a n d 
i d l e f o r l o n g p e r i o d s , a l s o l a b o u r c o s t s , b u t m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f 
a l l , s a v e t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f f i n d i n g s u i t a b l e r a w m a t e r i a l s w h i c h a re 
e s s e n t i a l t o p r o d u c e a h i g h q u a l i t y t o p d r e s s i n g . 

B u l k d e l i v e r i e s t o a l l p a r t s o f t h e U K , i n c l u d i n g N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d i n 1 0 - 2 5 t o n n e l o a d s . A l s o p r e - p a c k s f o r e a s y h a n d l i n g . 
S p e c i a l m i x e s p r e p a r e d t o y o u r o w n s p e c i f i c a t i o n . 

R e m e m b e r , t h e r e i s o n l y o n e t r u e FENDRESS®. B e w a r e o f 
i m i t a t i o n s . 
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Take the puzzle out of 
seed selection 

Inter Seeds extensive PRO range of GRASS SEED MIXTURES 
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