
WHATS NEW AT WINDSOR 

The new 
TURFTRAK 2 

from Ransomes, 
cutting the 

surrounds of 
the green. 

The TORO 660 (680) 
'Next Generation' gear 
driven, pop-up sprinklers 
being launched at 
Windsor represent the 
first of a new range of 
high tech, low pressure 
sprinklers coming onto 
the golf course market. 

The Cushman Front Line ride-on rotary mower is just 
one of the machines that will be exhibited by Huxleys. 

The Brouwer Turf Harvester from Turfland is a 
world wide market leader. 



WHATS NEW AT WINDSOR 

Jacobsen's LF - 100 is 
a 5 unit fairway mower 

that offers the 
precision mowing 

and low ground 
pressure of a 

greens mower. 

Jacobsen now distributes 
E-Z-Go golf carts in the 
UK, both petrol and 
electric models 
are available. 

The new Iseki TU series can be fitted 
with optional front linkage and PTO to 
double the operations in one pass. 

The 78 horsepower Turfblazer Hydro 180 
gives a cutting width of 4.5 metres in one 

pass from its three rotary cutting decks. 



Do you think of Watermat ion as Europe's leading TURF IRRIGATION CONTRACTOR 
— the one with systems in all the best places? 

Quite rioht — WE ARE 

Did you also know we are now Europe's leading 
MANUFACTURER OF QUALITY TURF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT? 

Right again — WE ARE 

No need to look any further, we can provide you with everything you need for your turf irrigation. 
Telephone us on Woking (04862) 70303 or 21009 for our catalogue 

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey GU21 5LY. Telex: 859224 FLEXON G. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303/21009 
or Stirling (0786) 70252, or Dublin (1) 789501 or Paris (1) 47 06 04 19. 

E & S Sportsground Contractors 
RICHARD VEITCH 

VERTI-PRAIN - Solid & Hollow Tine 
All machines fitted with Hydraulic 
depth control, operated from Cab. 

£275.00 per day 
£550.00 for 18 greens 
£1100.00 for 5 day week 

We offer a comprehensive range of services - please telephone for a quotation. 

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE 
TEL: BRACKNELL (0344) 860690 (24 hours) 



u n d e r 
PRESSURE 

Living with the stresses and strains that come with 
the greenkeeper's job, by Gordon Childs 

IT IS just over 40 years since I 
followed my father into 
greenkeeping, and in that time I 
have seen a great many 
changes. Surprisingly, not so 
much in greenkeeping itself, but 
more in the methods of 
application. 
It is what change has brought 
with it that concerns me. I have 
witnessed an ever increasing 
pressure put on the greenkeeper, 
and I know my views are shared 
by many old friends, some of 
whom have fallen victim. 
So what are the changes that 
have brought about this 
problem, and what, if anything 
can we do to help ourselves? 
I can only give you my views 
and possible remedies gained 
from a lifetime of experience in 
greenkeeping. 
Golf is far more competitive 
now, so there is a much greater 
need to have your course 
playing well all year round. 
When I started, you only had a 
few hardy golfers in winter to 
contend with. Work could go on 
uninterrupted, but not so today. 
I remember in the 1940's, when 
water was not even installed on 
most golf courses, it was almost 
impossible to over water your 
greens, and the golfer was quite 
happy to adapt his game to fit 
the conditions, a skill which 
today's golfer rarely needs. Now 
I am the last to condemn the 
watering systems of today, but 
many have been over used. I am 
sure in most cases it is the 
pressure put on by members 
who want you to water, water 
and water in hot, dry weather 
just to make their game easier. 
Never mind the long term 
damage to the turf. 
So, instead of the watering 
system being an asset to the 
greenkeeper and his course, it 
can become, if misused, a source 
of extra pressure in winter 
when greens are boggy and have 
to be closed. 
The increased amount of golf 

played now, against twenty or 
thirty years ago, has given us a 
compaction and wear problem 
on a scale not known before. To 
combat this we must aerate 
much more, all to the 
annoyance of the golfers. We 
also have to put up with 
comments from members who 
have read in golf magazines 
that we should be doing this or 
that, and what they have done 
to their lawns, and how much 
greener they look than your 
greens. The worst ones of all are 
the people who set themselves 
up as experts, but in truth know 
very little about the subject, but 
still seem to be able to convince 
members that they are right. 
To a young man starting out in 
greenkeeping, it must be very 
confusing to read the different 
views expressed by agronomists 
on their methods of good 
greenkeeping. 
Then we have the golf courses 
beautifully presented on 
television for a tournament, 
and your members want their 
course to look the same, but 
without the cost, of course. We 
would all like to present golf 
courses in immaculate 
condition, given the chance, but 
money and time are in short 
supply in most golf clubs. All 
you can do is try your best with 
what you have and work to 
convince the club to change its 
attitude so that you can give 
them what they ask for. 
At golf clubs where 
tournaments are held, the 
pressures can be even greater. I 
could go on and on naming the 
pressure points, but that is no 
help. So I would like to suggest a 
few things we can do to ease the 
problem. 
First, BIGGA is trying very hard 
to help by promoting 
greenkeeper education, which 
in turn will give the knowledge 
and confidence to resist bad 
policy. It also gives the 
opportunity to share problems 

with other members, and as the 
saying goes "a problem shared 
is a problem halved". 
Another very good saying, is 
that "a change is as good as a 
rest", and I don't mean a change 
of job. How many of us work all 
day on the course then go back 
at night to play golf, and half 
the time we are thinking about 
tomorrow's work. This can only 
add to the pressure you are 
under. I am not suggesting you 
should give up playing - far 
from it. Playing goif helps you 
to understand the needs of the 
golfer, but more time spent on 
outside interests or even 
playing golf on other courses 
will help. 
Too many greenkeepers never 
get away from their j obs, and 
that can only be bad news for 
you and your family. Not only 
are you boring to live with, but 
you are risking your health in 
lateryears. 
We ail need an interest away 
from work. I personally 
dropped out of the pressure area 
seven or eight years ago, and my 
main interest now is horse 
riding. I am very lucky that my 
wife Marion shares my love for 
horses. That is an added bonus, 
and makes keeping a horse 
much easier as we share the 
workload. 
I can honestly say, and I speak 
from experience, that a relaxing 
interest outside of work will 
release a lot of the pressure. 
There are many ways to help 
yourself, but it is an area we all 
need to be very conscious of. 



THE SS 100 . . . fIRST ON THE GREEN 
ITGMS,l,IISmDS,l,l!BmS,l, 
Now, from GRADEALL comes a 
new concept in greenkeeping. A 
unique combination of blending, 
shredding and grading in a single 
unit that gives you: 

* M A X I M U M MOBILITY 

* H I G H PERFORMANCE 
RELIABILITY 

* M A X I M U M T O N N A G E OF 
QUALITY TOP DRESSING 

• M I N I M U M EFFORT 

The S S I 0 0 performs aggressively 
on even the poorest quality damp 

soil with stones, shrubs and sods 
producing high quality loose and 
manageable soil. In fact, the 
SS100 turns tough, lumpy organic 
humus into pure, workable 
compost. 

From cricket tables, to bowling 
greens, to golf greens and 
fairways . . . indeed any turf 
area . . . you'll benefit from the 
SSIOO's unique capabilities. 
For Hire. For Sale. For Service. 

CALLUS... 
if you want to wake the GRADE! 

INTERNATIONAL 
G.B. Office 
GradeA I I Internat ional Ltd, 
3 Yew Tree Mews, Bailey Lane, 
R ingway , Manchester. Tel. (061) 4 9 9 0 4 4 6 
N.I. Office 
GradeA I I Internat ional Ltd., 
9 Far lough Road, Dungannon, 
Co. Tyrone, Nor thern Ireland. 
Tel. (08687) 4 0 4 8 4 . 
Telex: 2 6 5 8 7 1 M O N R E F G 
Quot ing 72: M A G 3 2 8 5 4 



The Food and Environment Protection Act 

WITH the season upon us and 
the 'alligators' thick all around 
us, there is the problem of what 
to do about the new regulations. 
You might wonder, why us? 

What did we do to deserve this? 
The answer of course is 
nothing, the record of safe 
application of pesticides in 
greenkeeping is outstanding. 
But we must accept that the new 
law is necessary to control the 
activities of all who use 
pesticides. 
The word pesticide itself causes 

confusion. It means 
weedkillers, insecticides, 
fungicides and wood 
preservatives but not 
fertilizers. On the golf course 
there are things to be done to 
ensure that when the inspector 
visits, all will be well. 
The way pesticides are stored 

leaves a lot to be desired. Some 
stores are almost non-existent, 
others are well constructed but 
the pesticides are in with the 
fertilizers, tools, etc. 
In future, pesticides will be 

stored separately and will need 
to be securely locked. The 
guidelines on a typical 
chemical store are intended for 
use by large users of pesticides; 
there are as yet no specific 
guidelines on small stores. A 
small pesticide store will 
contain less than 200 units of 
pesticide i.e. litres or kilos or a 
mixture of both. 

SENSIBLE APPROACH 

The most sensible approach on 
the golf course would be to have 
the store within an existing 
building and built to meet the 
following requirements: 
1. Insulated from extremes of 
temperature and have high and 
low ventilation. 
2. Have strong non-absorbent 
shelving. 
3. Be able to contain any 
spillage within the store area, a 
concrete floor with minimum 

6" bund across the door. 
4. Have a stock list inside (and 
a copy in the office), a standard 
hazard sign on the outside of 
the door. 
5. First Aid, including eyewash 
and washing facilities, should 
also be nearby. 

Before you rush out and buy 
bricks, sand etc., pause awhile 
and cost the job. If you only 
have a need to use 200 units or 
less you might find it a more 
economical proposition to buy 
a ready made portable store. If 
you are intending to build the 
store yourself, add the cost of 
your time, remembering that 
the job must be done soon, and 
have you really got the time to 
spare? 
The Chemsafe sold by Burts 

and Harvey at around £500 is 
ideal, being uncomplicated and 
approved as a store for 
pesticides up to 200 units. 
Finally, before you do 

anything, check with your local 
Health and Safety Executive 
Inspector that what you propose 
to do will meet with his 
approval. 

SQUIRREL-LIKE 

Greenkeepers do tend to hang 
on to their favourite pesticides, 
especially fungicides. This 
squirrel like habit has its 
problems, because only those 
pesticides that have current 
approval can be used. Disposal 
of old material by the local 
authority or authorised waste 
disposal contractor can be 
expensive so resist the squirrel 
syndrome! The inspector will 
check and won't be amused to 
see old cherished fungicides 
hidden in corners. 
Providing those who spray 

pesticides do so only within the 
confines of their place or work, 
they need only be 'competent'. If 
however, spraying is carried out 
on other sites, the operator 

must have a Certificate of 
Competence. A further 
consideration is that regardless 
of where the spraying is carried 
out, any person born on or after 
31st December 1964 must have 
a Certificate of Competence or 
be supervised by a certificate 
holder. 
A long period of service alone 

may not be sufficient to prove 
that a person is competent. 
Knowledge of one sprayer and 
using a small group of 
pesticides may not be regarded 
as competence. The problem 
here is that the proof of 
competence may not arise until 
there is an inspection or worse, 
an accident. The requirement to 
hold a Certificate of 
Competence takes effect from 
1st January 1989, and many 
colleges and training centres 
are already booked up, so there 
is a need to tackle this problem 
soon. 
The ultimate proof of 

competence is the possession of 
a certificate. Take the test; it is 
a very good qualification and 
may even be asked for in job 
interviews in the future. 
Finally, examine your 

spraying operation and check 
that you are meeting your duties 
under the law "to take all 
reasonable precautions to 
protect the health of human 
beings, creatures and plants, to 
safeguard the environment and 
in particular to avoid pollution 
of water." 
You will need a copy of the 

Code of Practice for the use of 
Approved Pesticides in 
Amenity Areas, available from 
John Shildrick, secretary of the 
National Turfgrass Council, 3 
Ferrands ParkWay, Harden, 
Bingley, West Yorkshire. BD16 
1HZ. Cost £7 plus postage. 
This important document 

gives detailed guidance on how 
to prepare for spraying, to 
calibrate, dispose of empty 
containers, clean out machines 
and more. In fact it should 
become the sprayer's bible! 

by John Allbutt 



Golf & Turf9 
ROADSHOW 
DEMONSTRATING PROBABLY THE 
BEST RANGE OF PROFESSIONAL 
GROUNDSCARE EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE! 

Mon. 17th. Oct. 
Tue. 18th. Oct. 
Wed. 19th. Oct. 
Thür. 20th. Oct. 
Fri. 21st. Oct. 

- Surrey 
- N. London 
- Herts. 
- W. Sussex 
- E. London 

TELEPHONE (0990) 872411 FOR FULL 
DETAILS, AND YOUR INVITATION TO 
VIEW PLUS A BUFFET LUNCH! 
BEAVER 
HAYTER 

Modus T' 
AND OTHER 
LEADING MAKES 

Golf & Turf Equipment Ltd • Country Gardens 
X London Road (A30) • Windlesham • Surrey GU20 6LL 

ALL DRESSED UP 
AND READY 

TOGO! 
Mowers for weight-watchers. 

Not weight-lifters. 

Huxley Hydraulic Reelmowers for compact tractors prove that 
you don't have to be a heavyweight to be strong. 
So, if your turf could benefit f rom a reduction in pressure, 
without a reduction in performance, please ask us to 
demonstrate. 
We could save you pounds. 

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY 
THE DEAN, NEW ALRESFORD. 
HANTS S 0 2 4 9BL, ENGLAND 
Tel: 0962 733222 F a x : 0962 734702 

on top, on turf Telex: 894426 

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd. 342, Selbourne Road, 
Luton, Beds. LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262 

A GROWING force In leisure 
Rigby Taylor Limited Rigby Taylor House Garside Street Bolton Lanes BL14AE 

Telephone: 0204 389888 

Guildford Tel: 048335657 Warwick Tel:0926401444 

These days people are going places and playing hard. 
They give turf a tough time and to help make good 

the damage you need Rigby Taylor 
Sports Turf Dressings. 

There's a wide range of mixes specially 
formulated for different applications. 

Please ask us for more details 
and advice on your turf dressing problem. 



As one of the 
largest fine turf 

irrigation specialists 
in this country. Turf 
Irrigation Services 

offers you-a wealth 
of professional 

design knowledge 
and practical 

installation 
experience - and 
the equipment to 

match it! 
Golf courses, 
landscaped 

commercial and 
residential areas, 
parkland, bowling greens, sports pitches, horse racing tracks, all-

weather playing areas - Turf Irrigation Services have the professional 
capability and the people to fulfill your needs and expectations.... 

Want to know more? Talk to Robin Hume, Turf Irrigation Services now, 
meet the people who design and install irrigation systems to the 

highest standards, 
people who will 
ensure your final 

choice is the right 
one! 

Regional Distributor 
Midlands, East Anglia, 

The North, Scotland & Wales. 

Turf 
Irrigation 
Services Limited 
Betchton • Sandbach • Cheshire CW11 OTS 
Telephone: 04775-255/6 Telex: 367122 TISG 

THE EUROPEAN TURF 
MANAGEMENT EXHIBITION 

THE GRASS 
GROWS GREENER 

IN HARROGATE 
ETME is for people whose responsibility it is 
to plan, manage, supervise and care for sports 

and amenity turf. 
Sponsored by the British and International 

Golf Greenkeepers Association, ETME 
services every specialised usage of fine turf. 

You'll be able to inspect and examine in depth 
the very latest machinery, equipment, 

products and services. 
Represented will be Europe's leading 

manufacturers, distributors, contractors 
and consultants. 

Pre register — Write today for your free ticket(s) 
and save £5. 

The European Turf Management Exhibition, 
The Harrogate International Exhibition Centre 

Open 10am-6pm daily Wed 18th, 
Thürs 19th and Fri 20th January 1989. 

Seminars: Organised by BIGGA in 
J conjunction with the NationalTurf Grass 

Council. Enquiries to Neil Thomas 
I on0274560556.^ 

GEOAWRIGHT 
E X H I B I T I O N S L T D 

Geo. A. Wright Exhibitions Ltd, PO Box 104, 
Granby Buildings, 41 Granby Street LEICESTER LEI 9DY 





THENEWDIMENSI 
TRACTORS THAT SET THE PACE 

TU Tractors from 19 to 27 horsepower. 

The new Iseki TU Tractors take a big step 
forward in terms of design and practical 
features, features that will make your 
working day easier. Take a look at Iseki's 
latest innovative design, sleek lines and a 
new step-thru deck to make operating even 
more relaxing, and front visibility even 
better. True four-wheel drive, now with an 
even tighter turning circle for greater 
manoevrability. A choice of transmissions to 
suit your jobs, greater lift for tackling bigger 
implements. All round more practicability -
more productivity for you. That's the new 
Iseki TU Tractors - pacesetters in the field, 
on the course or around the park. 

Three New Models -
Three new power capacities. 
The choice is down to you, now Iseki have 
additional models to match your 
requirements. 
TU 318 Four Wheel Drive 
I9HPDIN (21.3 SAE HP ) 
with either manual transmission 
6 forward/2 reverse gears 
or Hydrostatic Transmission with 3 speed 
ranges. 
TU320 Four Wheel Drive 
22HPDIN (24 SAE HP) 
with either Manual Transmission 
6 forward/2 reverse gears 
or Hydrostatic Transmission with 3 speed 
ranges 
TU 324 Four Wheel Drive 
27HPDIN (30SAE HP) 
with Manual Transmission 
6 forward/2 reverse gears 

mounting for even more productivity. 

Matching up implements has never been 
easier, with a choice of rear, mid or front 
mounts, to suit your requirements. In 
addition a new space-age cab is available to 
protect you from the weather. All round the 
Iseki TU Tractors have been designed with 
you and your operations in mind, more 
power, greater economy, all adds up to 
even better productivity, whatever the task. 
Iseki TU Tractors, pacesetters in design, 
pacesetters in the field - just a part of the 
new driving force from Iseki. 

Tight turning circle for extra manoeuvrability. 

The Stepthru deck for even easier operation. 

Step aboard the latest from Iseki see how 
the driver has been so well catered for, with 
a new dashboard, levers easy to hand, 
positive controls at your fingertips. 



TA Tractors - a new range of tractors from 30 horsepower. 

The New Iseki TA 530 tractor, the first of a 
new generation of mid-range tractors from 
Iseki. A stunning design brimful of practical 
features for more productive operation. 
A stepthru flat floor deck, shuttle drive for 
fast loader work, bigger lift, better turning -
it all adds up to more performance for you, 
more trendsetters from Iseki - setting the 
pace in compact tractors. 

The TA 530 - first of a new range. 
TA 530 Four Wheel Drive Tractor 
33HPDIN (36 SAE HP) 
Manual Transmission 
16 forward/16 reverse gears. 

Try the Iseki TA Series for yourself and see 
how Iseki have made operation easier not 
just a stepthru deck but range and gear 
levers close to hand, the luxury of a tiltable 
steering column, the practicality of Iseki 
Shuttle drive for fast forward and reverse, 
giving you 16 job matched speeds from 
creep to fast transport, up to 25 kph. 

A new dashboard complete with 
comprehensive warning lights, power 
steering and true four wheel drive make for 
truly productive operation whatever the 
task. 
Take a look at the new tight turning circle 
making manoeuvrability in tight corners 
easy, easy serviceability with panels that lift 
clear vertically even when loaders are being 
used. A choice of 540 or 1000 speed power 
take offs electronically engaged at the flick of 
a switch. 
Set new standards on your jobs with the 
Iseki TA Tractors, the first of a new range 
that sets the pace in design and productivity 
whatever the task - just a part of the new 
driving force from Iseki. 

TA530 

Tiltable Steering Column for extra comfort 





TRUE 
SPREAD 

Proven over many years and in many countries throughout the world, our spreaders 
truly offer accuracy, efficiency, dependability and the finest value for money currently 
available. 
And, when you choose Parkers Spreaders, you can also rely on the service, friendly 
advice and techical support that you'd expect from the largest turf care company in 
Southern England. 

STANDARD: 
40 lb. capacity zinc-clad hopper with tough white epoxy finish. Heavy duty 8 inch plastic wheels 
cover the ground easily and safely. 

PROFESSIONAL: 
as Standard but featunng top quality brushed stainless steel finish to hopper. Runs smoothly on 
9 inch super duty plastic wheels. 

MASTER: 
a real heavy duty machine. Pneumatic wheels 
carry the 90 lb. capacity stainless steel 
hopper wrth in built spinner and protective 
front bump bar. 

For literature and more information 
contact us now. 

T. Parkerand Sons (Turf Management) Limrted, Worcester Park, Surrey. KT4 7 NF. Telephone 01-337 7791 

SUPER-PROFESSIONAL: 
all round efficiency from this 40 lb. capacity 
unit with stainless steel hopper and spinner 
shaft. Pneumatic wheels take the strain. 



AFTER being presented with 
the first prize for the Scotec 
Greenkeeping and 
Groundsmanship course at 
Elmwood College, Cupar, 
Michael Williams, an 
assistant at The Gleneagles 
Hotel, was invited to 
participate in an exchange 
visit organised between the 
hotel and Ljunghusen Golf 
Klubb in Sweden. 

GOLF IN 
SWEDEN 

by 

Michael Williams 

MY host, Stig Persson, was the 
high profile chairman of the 
Swedish Greenkeepers 
Association and general 
manager of Ljunghusen golf 
course. I worked during my first 
day in Sweden at Ljunghusen 
and then went on to the 
Swedish Greenkeepers 
Conference in the evening. This 
was held at Hollviken, about 30 
miles south of Malmo on the 
south western tip of Sweden. 
The Falsterbo peninsula is a 
tourists' resort with three golf 
courses; Ljunghusen; Falsterbo, 
the oldest in Sweden; and 
Flommen. The three golf 
courses host the PLM Open in 
rotation. This year, the 
tournament is being hosted by 
the Falsterbo club. 
The Ljunghusen club is 55 years 
old and has been extended twice 
since its conception in 1932; in 
1954 to an 18 hole course, and 
then again in 1965 when an 
extra nine holes were added. 
The course was originally built 
as a nine hole golf course during 
the first boom in Swedish golf 
in the 1930's. Since then, as is 
happening all over Europe, the 
country is experiencing a 
second boom, with many new 
golf courses being constructed. 
At the eastern edge of the golf 
course is the Ljung nature 
reserve where many migratory 
birds assemble from both 
Sweden and Norway before 
continuing south. 

salt marsh 
The golf course is constructed 
on a salt marsh, having 
approximately six inches of 
semi-decomposed peat on top of 

a pure sand base. There is 
obviously a veiy high water 
table with many lagoons 
scattered around the course. 
With such a high water table, 
during winter the ground can 
freeze to a depth of 5ft, which 
results in a mass die-back of the 
grass. This problem does not 
exist solely at Ljunghusen, but 
throughout Sweden. Alongside 
the problem of winter freezing 
is that of low light levels. 
Greenkeeping practices 
therefore have to be adjusted to 
encourage the growth of grass 
under such restrictive 
conditions. 

aeration 

Aeration is not carried out to 
the same extent as in the UK. I 
cannot recall seeing any 
aeration equipment, although 
the greens had been hollow-
cored with four inch centres. 

Sand is taken from the beach at 
Skanor and is stockpiled for a 
year before being used by all 
three golf courses on the 
Falsterbo peninsula. At 
Ljunghusen they add nothing to 
the sand - it is spread over the 
green using a fertiliser spreader 
mounted to a Ford 1710 tractor. 
Once the sand has been spread 
there is no rush to clear the 
green. During such operations a 
composite course is used, i.e. 
playing the first nine then 
holes 19-27. 
The golfers are extremely 
patient. If agreenkeeperis 
working on a green the golfer 
cannot play until the green is 
clear, and could forfeit his 
membership if he were to play a 
shot prematurely. 
Ljunghusen have two Toro 
triplex mowers and no 
handmowers. One is set for 
cutting the greens, while the 

» 


