BUYERS' GUIDE

BARK AND BARK BASED

PRODUCTS

Camiland Products Ltd.,

Fordham House, Fordham, Cambs. CB7 5LN
Tel: 0638 721100 Telex: 81254

Meicourt industries Limited,

Three Cups House, 5 Church Street, Tetbury,
Glos. GLB BJG Tel: 0666 52711 or 53919
Telex: 43144

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF
COURSE ARCHITECTS

Full members

J. Hamiiton Stutt -Hamilton Stutt & Co.
Bergen 12, Bingham Ave, Poole,

Dorset, BH14 8NE Tel: 0202 708406
Donald Harradine,

CH 6987, Caslano, Switzerland.

Tel: 091 711561

Fred Hawtree. Martin Hawtree -
Hawtree & Son,

5 Oxford Street, Woodstock,

Oxford, OX7 1TQ Tel: 0933 811976
Donald Steel,

The Forum, Stirling Road, Chichester,
West Sussex, PO19 2EN Tel: 0243 531901
Tom McAuley,

38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co.Down,

N. Ireland, BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953
Peter Harradine,

P.O.Box 1165, Sharjah, United Arab
Emirates. Tel: 009716 356446

Provisional

Simon Gidi Peter Belichamb
Steven McFarlane, Hawtree & Son,

5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon.

OX7 17TQ Tel: 0993 811976

Alistair Rae,

26 Tannoch Road, Uplawmoor,

Glasgow, G78 4AD Tel: 050 585 371
Stefen Quenouille, c/o Tom McAuley,
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, C.Down, N.Ireland
BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953

Cameron Sinclair,

Marsh Watson PTY. Ltd, P.O.Box 136,
Nerang. Q.4211, Australia. Tel: 075 58 4733
Overseas full

Eddie Hackett,

28 Ailesbury Drive, Dublin 4, Eire. Tel: Dublin
691592

Joan Dudok Van Heel, Beukenlaan 4, B-
1640, St. Genesius-Rode, Nr. Brussels,
Belgium Tel: 02-3583387

Pier Mancinelli, 21 Via Achille Papa
00195, Rome, taly. Tel: 06-36036-35

Jan Sederholm, S 252 34 Helsingborg.
K. Kristoffersg 3A, Sweden. Tel: 042-371-84
Overseas (provisional)

Kurt Robknecht, Dennenmoos 5a, 8990
Lindau-Bad, Schachen, Germany
Tel:08382-230-05

R. Berthet, 57-59 Rue Lhomond, 75005,
Paris, France. Tel: (1) 336-77-50
Honorary members

G.S. Cornish, Fiddlers Green, Amherst,
Mass. 01002 USA.

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF
COURSE CONSTRUCTORS

Golf Landscapes Ltd.,

Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood,
Essex. CM15 8SR Tel: 0277 73720

Land Unit Construction Ltd.,

Folly Farm, Hanslope, Milton Keynes,
Bucks, MK19 7BX Tel: 0908 5104 14
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd.,
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road,

Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne,

Dorset. BH21 6QY Tel: 0202 822372
Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd.,

9 Old Square, Warwick, Warwickshire,

Tel: 0926 492898

Blakedown Landscape and Civil
Engineering Contractors,

Waresley Green, Hartlebury, Worcs. Tel:
0299 251600

Landform, Beechfield Farm, 42 Moor Lane,
Wilmslow, Cheshire. SK9 6AP Tel: 0625
533996/7

Sportworks Ltd.,

Wardhouse Road, Montrose, DD10 9ES Tel:
0674 73900

BRITISH TURF IRRIGATION
ASSOCIATION

Full members

Full Members

Bell Turf and krrigation Services,

Milners Holt, Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR
Tel: (0777) 817410

British Overhead Irrigation Ltd.,

The Green, Upper Halliford, Shepperton,
Middlesex. TW17 8RY Tel: (09327) 88301/4
Cameron krrigation

(A Division of Wright Rain Ltd.),
Harwood Ind. Est, Littlehampton, West
Sussex. BN17 7BA Tel: (0903) 713985
Flanderblade Ltd.,

20 Whiteacrs, Littlehampton, West Sussex.
BN17 7JA Tel: (0903) 724545

Golf Landscapes Irrigation, Golf
Landscapes Ltd.,

Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, Essex.
CM15 9SR Tel: (0277) 73720

Irrigation and Leisure Services,

34 Station Road, Nassington, Peterborough,
PES 6QB Tel: (0780) 782375

Irrigation and Siurry Services,

Louvain, Quavey Road, Redlynch, Wiltshire,
SP52HH Tel: (0725) 20377

North Staffs Irrigation Co.,

Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone,
Staffordshire. Tel: (0785) 812706

Par 4 krigation,

Ash Grove Ind. Est., Ripon, N. Yorkshire.
Tel: (0765) 2175

Rain Bird Europe, SARL, BP 72-13762,
Les Milles, France Tel: (010 33 42) 244461
Sports Ground Irrigation Co.,

21 Paget Road, Lubenham, Market Har-
borough, Leicestershire. Tel: (0858) 63153
Sports Turf Services,

Newbridge Ind. Est., Newbridge, Midlothian,
EH28 8LE Tel: (031333) 2345

T & G Turf lrrigation Services,

8 Whitclitfe Grove, Ripon, N. Yorkshire.
HG4 2JW Tel: (0765) 2041

Toro Irrigation Ltd.,

Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate,
Christchurch Rd., Ringwood, Hampshire.
BH24 3SD Tel: (0425) 476261 Akso Toro

I ional Sales Co. - addi as above
Turf Irrigation Services Lid.,
Betchton,Sandbach, Cheshire. CW11 OTS
Tel: (04775) 255/6

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way East,
Woking, Surrey. GU21 5LY Tel: (04862)
7030321009

Watermation (Scotiand) Ltd.,

30 Bannockburn Road, St. Ninians, Stirling,
FK7 6BP. Tel: (0786) 70252

Philip York and Associates,

P.0.Box 294, Christchurch, Dorset. BH23 8EY
Tel: (0425) 472900

Prime Watermen Ltd.,

Wangford, Beccles, Suffolk. NR34 8AX.
Tel: (050278) 481

For further inquiries please contact:
John Shildrick, Secretary, 3 Ferrands Park
Way, Harden, Bingley, West Yorkshire. BD16
1HZ Tel: 0535 273188

COMPOST

Rufford Top Dress Supplies Lid.,

Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr.
Ormskirk, Lancs. Deliveries to any part of UK
Tel: 061747 4333

FERTILISER & TOP DRESSING
D.O.Hunt Ltd.,

14 Fairfax Road, Heathfield, Newton Abbot,
Devon TQ12 6UD Tel: 0626 834499
GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd.Inc. Bridges
Pennants. 342 Sebourne Road, Luton,
Beds, LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262

Telex: 887916 Contact: Peter Dell

Tacit,

Unit 3, 3 Millers Lane, Monks Kirby, Rugby.
CV23 ORJ Tel: 0788 832166 The very best
for less in golf course equipment.

GOLF COURSE CONTRACTOR
Landscape Maintenance Lid.,

167 Station Road, West Moors,

Dorset. Tel: 0202 872549

GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT

Allett Mowers Ltd.,

Unit 60, Burkitt Road, Earistrees Ind.Est.,
Corby, Northants. NN17 20T

Tel: 0536 68950 Contact: David Allett

R s, Sims & Jefferies PLC,
Nacton Works, Nacton Road, Ipswich, Suffolk.
IP3 9QG Tel: 0473 270000 Fax: 0473 270030

Telex: 98174 Cables: Ransomes Ipswich
Contact: J.F.R.Wilson/R. Bishop

Votex Hereford Ltd.,

Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 0432
274361 Telex: 35302 W. Nayler or contact
your dealer.

GRASS SEED

British Seed Houses Ltd.,

Bewsey Ind. Est. Pitt Street,

Warrington, Cheshire. Tel: 0925 54411
Contact: Roger Saunders

Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol,
BS11 9JH Tel: 0272 823691

Contact: Michael Warne,

Camp Road, Swinderby, Lincoln.

Tel: 0522 86714

Contact: Philip Adams, Eastfield Ind.
Est.,Penicuik, Midlothian.

Tel: 0968 78480 Contact: Michael Shannon.
Mommersteeg International,

Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire. NNS SNT

Tel: 0933 680891 Contact: Michael Perkins.
IRRIGATION

see under BRITISH TURF IRRIGATION
ASSOCIATION

Flanderblade Ltd.,

20 Whiteacre, Littlehampton, W. Sussex.
BN17 7JA Tel: 0903 724545

Supply and installation

IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

Votex Hereford Ltd.,

Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford
(0432) 274361 Telex: 35302
IRRIGATION PUMPS

Grundfos Pumps Ltd.,

Grovebury Road, Leighton Buzzard,
Bedfordshire. LU7 8TL Tel: 0525 850000
Telex: 825544 Fax: 0525 850011

LIME FREE SANDS

Buckland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd.,
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey.

Tel: 07372 40151

UTTER BASKETS

Wire Products (Wales) Ltd.,

Treforest Ind. Est., Pontypridd,

Glam, Tel: Treforest 044 385 2501
LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER &
LIQUID IRON

Farmura Environmental Products Ltd.,
Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford,

Kent. Tel: (023376)241

Agriland Organic Fertilizer Limited,
Blue Roof Farm, Throop Road,

Throop, Bournemouth, BH8 ODW
LOAM

C.H.Binder Ltd.,

Embleys Farm, Moreton, Ongar,

Essex. CM5 OHY Tel: Moreton 246-320
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd.,
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr.
Ormskirk, Lancs. Deliveries to any part of the
UK Tel: 061 747 4333

PEAT

Bord na Mona,

36 King Street, Bristol. BS1 4DP

Tel: 0272211666

PEAT IN BULK

Bord na Mona,

36 King Street, Bristol, BS14DP

Tel: 0272211666

PEST CONTROL

Kilmol Mole bait (GC),

Callisto, Lapley, Stafford, ST19 9JP

Tel: 0785 840 366

RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS
Wilcocks,

Walker Street, Preston, Lancs.

Tel: Preston 53068

RECONDITIONED GRASS CUTTING
EQUIPMENT

Greensward Professional Turf
Machinery,

Dealers, Harold Terrace, Headingley,
Leeds. LS6 1PG

Tel: 0532 751627 ‘for free list'

SAND

Wettern Brothers Limited,

Rochester Road, Aylesford, Kent. ME20 7DX
Tel: 0622 62361 Contact: Chris Perkins
SANDS - HORTICULTURAL & LAWN
Buckland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd.,
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey.

Tel: 07372 40151

SCREENED TOP-SOIL

Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd.,
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr.
Ormskirk, Lancs.

Deliveries to any part of UK

Tel: 061 747 4333

SEATS

Barlow Tyrie Ltd.,

Braintree, Essex. CM7 7RN

Tel: Braintree 0376 22505 Telex: 98173
Fax: Braintree 0376 47052

(brochure available)

SEAWEED FERTILISERS

Seamac,

Foundry Lane, Chippenham,

Wilts. Tel: 0249 652811

SEM MATURE TREES

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull,

West Midlands. BS2 OJL

Tel: 06755 20334

Contact: Michael Fisher

SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE)

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihul, West Midlands.
B82 OJL Tel: 06755 2033/4

Contact: Michael Fisher

TEE MATS

Carpetition Ltd.,

6 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD2
2AN Tel: 0484 28777 ("Tufturf” - Synthetic
Grass Backed Rubber-Porous)

TOP DRESSING

Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd.,
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr.
Ormskirk, Lancs, Deliveries to any part of UK.
Tel: 061 747 4333

Graded TOP SOIL and Sterilised Loam
Suitable for the construction of bowling
greens/golf greens and fine turf areas.
Deliveries throughout central Scotland.
Rembrand Ltd, Longtown St, Dundee. Tel:
0382 504088

TREE GUARDS

Lenvale Products Ltd.,

Chart Mill, Chart Sutton, Maidstone,

Kent. Tel: 0622 890909

TREES & SHRUBS

Notcutts Nurseries Ltd.,

Woodbridge, Suffolk. IP12 4AF Tel: 03943
3344 (Incomporating Waterers Nurseries,
Bagshot, Surrey)

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West Midlands.
B2 OJL Tel: 06755 2033/4

Contact: Michael Fisher

TREE TIES

Toms Tree Ties,

Wheeler Street, Headcorn, Ashford,

Kent. TN27 9SH Tel: 0622 891111
TRENCHERS

L.D. Bourgein Oxford Ltd.,

Freepost, South Hinksey, Oxford, OX1 58R
Tel: 0865 735420 Telex: 83147. Sales, parts,
mobile trenching service.

TRENCHING MACHINES
A.F.Trenchers Ltd.,

Gosbecks Road, Colchester, Essex.
CO29LS Tel: 0206 44411 Contact:
W.D.Baker

VERTI-DRAIN HIRE

Aeration & Drainage Services,

20 Westminster Close, Eastbourne,

East Sussex. Tel: 0323 506725

Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Lid.,
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road,

Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne, Dorset.
BH12 6QY

Tel: 0202 822372/824906

E & S Sports Ground Contractors

23 Knox Green, Binfield, Bracknell, Berks.
RG12 5NZ Tel: 0344 424081 (Richard Veitch)
Heronfield Hire (Solihull)

Tel: 05645 2597 Moore Sportsfield
over-seeder, Toro and Greensaire aerators.
S.C.C. Lands Maintenance Ltd.,

37 Roman Way, Turpins Ride, Haverhill,
Sutfolk. CB9 ONG

Tel: 0440 62369

Worth Draining

Peter Bloodworth, Cornbecks, Irmham,
Grantham, Lincs. NG33 4JQ

Tel: 0476 84266




UPDATE

‘AROUND THE GREEN'
Unfortunately, there will not be
an edition this month as items
for inclusion have not been
received due to the postal
dispute. I would be grateful if
correspondents would submit
material as soon as possible for
the next edition.

EUROPEAN TURF
MANAGEMENT EXHIBITION
HARROGATE - 18th TO 20th
JANUARY 1989

Members will find enclosed with
this edition a seminar pro-
gramme and admission ticket.
Those members completing the
application form should indicate
accordingly at the foot of the form
if they require details of accom-
modation available in Harrogate.
These details will then be
forwarded when session tickets
are distributed.

UNIFORM

Members have requested
information on the current uni-
form items available, and these
are now available. Please note
the recent inclusion of both a
lightweight BIGGA jacket and a
BIGGA wetsuit. For both items, I
would refer members to the front
cover photograph of the August
edition of ‘the Golf Course’

PLEASE PLACE ORDERS WITH
YOUR SECTION SECRETARY

SUPATURF TO SPONSOR
CAMBRIDGE CONFERENCE

RECOMMENDED MINIMUM
SALARY/WAGES SCALE

The Association has updated its
recommended minimum salary /
wages scale, although actual
figures remain the subject of
negotiation between the golf
club and greenkeeping staff.
The quoted rates apply to 18 hole
golf courses from 1st January,
1989.

Course Manager / Head
Greenkeeper £13,409 per
annum*

Deputy Course Manager /
Deputy Head Greenkeeper
£9,646 per annum*

First Assistant £160.02 per
week*

Assistant Greenkeeper £150.04
per week*

Apprentice 50% of Assistant
Greenkeeper rate, i.e. £75.02
per week*

and to increase annually by
12.5%

>>
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- A full report will appear in next months issue.




‘Longlife’ is a modern family of turf fertilizers designed by
professionals for professionals. That’s why there are two
distinct ranges — one for Fine Turf, one for Sports Fields.
This new generation of eight different products is
formulated to meet the needs of modern day turf
maintenance. ‘Longlife’ fertilizers are easy to apply mini-
granules, all organic-based with added seaweed extract.
Most contain ‘Didin’ to ensure that Nitrogen is
released in a controlled way, feeding the turf
for months instead of weeks.
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For a colour brochure which gives detailed
information on ‘Longlife’ products, write to
Dept LF at the address below.

The Next Generation, from

The Fine Turf Range The Sports Field Range

‘Longlife’ Spring and Summer 14:3:7 + 2%Mg ‘Longlife’ Spring and Summer 11:6:9 + 1% Mg
‘Longlife’ Autumn Feed 5:5:15 + 2% Mg, + 1.5%lron  ‘Longlife’ Autumn Feed 10:10:15

‘Longlife’ Finegreen NK 15:0:5 + 2% Mg ‘Longlife’ Plus 14:3:7 + 2% Mg, + 2,4-D and dicamba
‘Longlife’ Nitrogen with Iron 8:0:0 + 2.5%lron ‘Longlife’ Nitrogen 25:0:0 + 1.5% Mg

R B e o Professional Products

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
Longlife'is a trade mark of I ial Chemical Industries PLC.
G s b R e
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The First Assistant is a post
designed to recognise a third-in-
charge where appropriate to the
size of the club. In cases where
the First Assistant is the
recognised deputy, the
appropriate salary scale of
£9,646 per annum should apply.

NB Staff in possession of
recognised qualifications should
have this reflected in an addition
to basic salary.

* Basic conditions of
employment should include:-

(1) Where accommodation is
provided by the club, it should be
rent and rates free with heating/
lighting costs borne by the club.
(2) Where accommodation is not
provided by the club, a suitable
remuneration should be paid.

(3) 40 hour week.

(4) Retirement pension scheme.
(5) Telephone costs on club
business.

(6) Mileage allowance.

(7) Time off to attend lectures,
demonstrations, BIGGA functions
and tournaments.

(8) If not salaried, basic
overtime to be paid at time and a
half, with double time on
Sundays and statutory holidays.

OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION
To promote and advance all
aspects of greenkeeping; to
assist and encourage the
proficiency of members; to
arrange an International Annual
Conference, educational
seminars, functions and
competitions; to maintain a
Benevolent Fund; to act as an
employment agency; to provide a
magazine; to collaborate with
any body or organisation which
may in any way benefit the
Association or its members or
with which there may be a
common interest; to carry out
and perform any other duties or
responsibilities which shall be in
the general interests of the Asso-
ciation or its members.

Membership details are
available from:

The Executive Director,
BIGGA,

The Sports Turf Research
Institute,

BINGLEY,

West Yorkshire.

BD16 1AU.

Tel: (0274) 560556

RFE

RFE

AGRIA 8300
ALLAN NATIONAL 68"

CUSHMAN TOP DRESSER
CUSHMAN LOW LOAD BOX
CUSHMAN SPRAYER

Murray Wardrop

CUSHMAN TRUCKSTER (CHOICE 2)

Tel: 073081 5775/6/7

Turf Machinery to the Professionals
Units 3 & 4, Wedglen Industrial Estate, Midhurst, West Sussex. GU29 9RE

NEW & USED TRACTORS AND GRASS CUTTING MACHINERY

MOUNTFIELD TRIPLE M
TORO GM3 (CHOICE 2)

TORO 70

TORO 52 OUT FRONT
WESSEX 6ft SWEEPER COMPLETE WITH
GULLEY BRUSH

RANSOMES MOTOR 180 (CHOICE 3)
RANSOMES HYDRAUL;IC 5 SPORTS CUTTERS
RANSOMES HYDRAULIC 214 SPORTS CUTTERS
RANSOMES AUTO CERTES 20"

RANSOMES 213D

RANSOMES 350D

RANSOMES 340TG

RANSOMES MOTOR TRIPLE (CHOICE 2)

SISIS AERATORS

SISIS AUTOROLL

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

WOODS REAR MOUNTED ROTARY MOWERS
TRACTORS

ISEKI2160 2 W/D & 4 W/D
NEW ISEKI's IN STOCK
MASSEY FERGUSON 10/10
KUBOTA L245

FORD 3600

WE BUY AND SELL MACHINERY - ALWAYS WILLING TO TAKE PART EXCHANGE TEL: 073081 5775/6/7

RFE




THE NEW FORCE

Two powerful names unite and immediately there
is a muscular new range of ground control equipment you
simply must not ignore if quality, dependability and
operational reliability are your needs.

McConnel Dabro combines McConnel’s
engineering excellence with Dabro’s innovative approach
to Ground Support and Maintenance.

The result is Britain’s widest range of implements
for the Ground Support market from 14hp to 100hp.
Tailored for all power sources including turf maintenance
vehicles and other specialist units.

Backed by top-class local dealerships and a solid
12 months’ warranty.

Call now for details of your nearest dealer.

F. W. McConnel Ltd., Temeside Works, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1JL.
Telephone: 0584 3131. Telex: 35313. Fax: 0584 6463.




THIS month sees the retirement of
Jim Arthur the country’s best
known golf course agronomist. Mr
Arthur {irst started advisory work
some 40 years ago as a member of
the Sports Turf Research Institute
staff, he later ran various success-
ful businesses in the commercial
sector. Since he set up his own golf
course advisory service, he hasbeen
associated with the PGA European
Tour, the R & A Championship
Committee, he usually made 350/
400 advisory visits to courses
throughout the UK and Europe each
year and he has advised on the
construction of many new courses.

JIM
ARTHUR
RETIRES

He also served as a member of the "

Greenkeeper Training Committee
and was involved in bringing the
three previous greenkeeping
associations together, through the
intervention ofthe R&A. Mr Arthur
willremain a member of the R&A’s
Panel on Greenkeeping.

In advocating a product,
system or design Jim Arthur has
always based his advice solely with
the best interest of his client in
mind. Such advice has occasion-
ally upset one or two commercial
interests but everyone throughout
the industry is aware that no
inducement to change his advice
would ever have been considered.
Many companies have made
design alterations or modifications
to their products at his
suggestion.

Jim Arthur has been a regular
and valued contributor to “the Golf
Course” and to “Greenkeeper”. He
has always been known for his
forthright, if sometimes controver-
sial views, but his advice has
always been based on the
consistent application of sound and
eminently logical greenkeeping
principles. He recently summed up
his views - “greenkeeping - and
course presentation has much in
common with climbing a mountain
peak. Each foothill climbed reveals
another range, with glimpses of the
high peak, which is hardly ever
climbed - and even if it is, it is hard
to stay up there.

Now Working on the SOUTH COURSE at WENTWORTH

The problem is that in any
living ecology, change is inevitable.
Each target when achieved is
replaced with more ambitious ones.
Areas of courses which would never
have excited any comment a
decade ago are now coming under
scrutiny and in a decade’s time will
be as such part of routine mainte-
nance as mowing fairways is now.

This means above all else that
we must continually take stock of
increasing man-power and
machines - remembering that we
are subject to a number of interact-
ing factors. More play creates more
compaction and this means more
corrective aeration, yet itself
reduces the time available in which
to carry it out. It is no answer, for
example, to stop mid seasonal
aeration because slit-marks
upsets members, but to find an-
other way of achieving the results.

Equally, standards rise, e.g.
in improving pitch and run-up
conditions, this means more
sophisticated machines which
germit cuttings to be collected (the

est way of improving the density,
resilience and fineness of any turf)
and which also keep potentially
damaging tractors and trailed gangs
away from narrow entrances
already subjected to wear from
players and their trolleys. The
trolleys themselves are a magor
contributing factor to wear (by
tending to restrict those towing
them to set linesaround the course,
instead of spreading wear).

We cannot ban trolleys all year,
though this would undoubtedly
help, we certainly should try to ban
all buggies - perish the thought
that one day they may be as
common here as on the other side
of the Atlantic. Remember however,
that if we do see such a heresy per-
mitted, (and it will no longer be golf
that we play but a different game
described by Frank Tatum (as ‘cart
ball’ - then will have to face another
change - a concrete road round the
whole course, to which trolleys are
farely restricted by high kerbs!

My theme, is that change is
unavoidable, that standards
demanded as of right, not expected,
will rise and we must try to guide
these changes in the right
direction, and that to achieve these
standards we need more men and
more machines - and indeed more
money.

Above all else we must try to
preserve the traditions and the
conditions of agame which is under
threat from a new entry of players
who have no understanding of what
the finer points of the game are all
about. If we do not take steps to
protect it, traditional or ‘real’ golf
will become as rare as real or Royal
tennis.”

Jim Arthur has done much to
enhance the greenkeeping profes-
sion; an undoubted character, he
will be missed by many and the
whole industry would wish him
well in his retirement.

GO tavpscares LMD,

ASHWELLS ROAD
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD
ESSEX. CM159SR

Telephone: (0277) 73720
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG

The proven experience in the field
for construction, drainage and irrigation




BIGGA

International
Conference
1988

at

Troon

by
John
Campbell

AS one who has attended many
greenkeeping conferences over
the years, this must be one of the
best that I have been to in recent
years. Much hard work has gone
on behind the scenes to promote
the event and one must pay
tribute to those who organised
and arranged the excellent panel
of international speakers whose
contributions made the confer-
ence an unqualified success.
Subjects covered all aspects of
golf course upkeep at home and
abroad, tournament preparation,
construction techniques, turf
research, history of the game and
a wide variety of other subjects to
interest all concerned with the
business of golf greenkeeping.
The International Conference
opened in the Concert Hall, Troon
with a warm welcome and intro-
duction by B.I.G.G.A. Chairman,
Jack McMillan of Sunningdale
Golf Club. The programme ran
smoothly in the capable hands of
the Conference Chairman, Cecil
George of Lenzie Golf Club who
introduced the speakers and
summed up briefly at the end of
each presentation.

FASCINATING

THE first speaker James Kidd,
Estate Manager, Gleneagles
Hotel, dealt with the subject of
preparation and reparation of the
Kings Course for the Scottish
Open. With a fascinating
collection of colour slides he
explained how some aspects of
the Kings Course had changed
over the years and work was now
taking place to bring back many
of James Braid'’s original design
concepts to improve the layout of
the course.

Preparing the golf course for the
Scottish Open gave an insight
into the vast amount of work
involved weeks in advance of the
event. Erection of stands,
marquees, hospitality tents, cable
installation, etc., has all to be
supervised by the staff in
addition to preparing and groom-
ing the courses for the many
tourists who visit Gleneagles
from all parts of the world every
year. Clearing up after the
tournament is over is a

monumental task for the
greenkeeping staff and not
always fully appreciated by
golfers. It takes weeks to get
back to normal and it often takes
much longer for repair and
re-instatement of damage to the
course in the wake of all the
traffic and activities.

Gleneagles has much to offer all
kinds of sportsmen by way of
golf, shooting, riding, fishing etc.,
and its magnificent setting
among the Perthshire hills is
always an attraction for tourists
from all parts of the world.

WEST GERMANY

PETER SHAW talked about his
experience as a course manager
in West Germany where he has
worked for the past two years.
The interest in golf is growing
there and quite a number of new
courses are under construction
with others in the pipeline.
Planning restrictions and
environmental laws are important
obstacles to overcome before a
golf course can be built in
Germany.

Peter admits the language barrier
made things difficult for him at
first but his knowledge of
German is gradually improving;
he knows good communication is
vital to direct the greenkeeping
staff in their daily tasks. He has
to order his turf fertilisers from
England for they cannot be
obtained locally. Machinery
agents are not fully geared up for
the golf course industry which
makes it difficult and expensive
to get equipment overhauled and
repaired. Getting men with
greenkeeping experience for a
new course is almost impossible
and it is mainly farm workers
who take up this kind of
employment, so it takes a lot of
patience and a good command of
the language to train them.

POOR STANDARD

IN Germany the standard of golf
is poor although many are
fanatical enthusiasts of the game,
even in the winter when the
course is covered with snow.
Having no golf tradition or
knowledge of etiquette, it is not




unusual to see someone pushing
a pram around as they play.
Although many clubs now insist
that new members have
compulsory golf lessons and
educational sessions to acquaint
them with the rules and etiquette
of the game. The initial fee to
join a club would be around
£8,000 after which the annual
subscription would be £2,000.
Vandalism is not uncommon,
mostly inflicted by youths on
motorbikes and others who spray
paint on greens. Winter is the
time when many people want to
play golf and green fees around
this period may total around
£160,000. Some clubs apply
high nitrogen fertilisers too late
in the season which leads to
disease problems in the winter.
When irrigation systems develop
faults it is difficult to get them
rectified. Some installation
companies do not undertake
repairs.

A WOMAN'S VIEW

IN her presentation “The Other
Side Of The Coin,” Jean Esposita,
Course Superintendent at
Hinckley Hills, Northern Ohio,
gave us a woman's view of her job
in greenkeeping. She followed in
her father’s footsteps in the
business and now has the
responsibility of looking after the
family course. With a good
training in all aspects of golf
course upkeep from an early age
she has acquired the necessary
skills and experience to do any
jobs from mowing to
construction.

Jean has always been actively
involved with the Northern Ohio
Chapter of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of
America and is a past president
of the branch. Although the
number of women employed as
course superintendents in the
U.S. is a relatively small in
number, about 40, female labour
is quite extensively used on golf
courses throughout the country.
Most greenkeeping tasks
nowadays are physically less
demanding than they used to be
in the past with the advent of
modern, sophisticated
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machinery. Woman employees
are claimed to be more particular
then men in all phases of the
work and they are generally more
careful with the equipment.
Course operating budgets vary;
affluent clubs may spend
between $236,000 - £292,000.
Less wealthier clubs range from
£80,000 - £160,000. Northern
Ohio experienced a dry season
this year, winter snowfall is
generally about 55 inches.

COURSE BUILDING

AFTER lunch Dr. Tom Cavanagh,
Turfgrass Consultant, Dublin,
talked about golf course building
in Ireland, laying out a links and
all the problems associated with
sand construction. Wind erosion
was an important factor and he
stressed the need for “heeling in”
when preparing seed beds and
areas for laying turf. Building
costs per green with own labour
and competent supervisor
£10,000. Employing a contractor
costs would vary between
£13,000 - £15,000.

Barry Brittin, President of the
Canadian Golf Superintendents
Association is presently involved
with the construction of a brand
new course at Brampton,
Ontario. His colour slide
presentation showed the many
fine courses in and around
Toronto where staff strength
varies between 18-20 men for an
18 hole course. Vandalism is
quite rife in this part of Canada.

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

DAVID HILL, Championship
Secretary, Royal and Ancient, St.

Andrews explained a few facts
about the Open Championship
and its organisation. The R.A.
prints a staggering 18 million
copies of the Rules of Golf every
four years. Every manufacturer
must submit golf equipment,
clubs etc., to them for approval.
A difference between the ruling
bodies is the U.S.G.A. has a
Green Section and the R.&A. has
not. The S.T.R.I. is now
employed by the St. Andrews
Authority to advise clubs on the
Championship rota about course
preparation methods.

David Hill said head
greenkeepers ideally should be in
charge of their own courses.
Close liaison is necessary
between Championship Officials
and the greenkeeping staff to site
stands, tented village, facilities
for catering, water and drainage
and cable laying operations by
British Telecom. Nowadays
grandstands are provided to seat
18,000 spectators and something
like 250,000 are expected to
attend the Open Championships
which are planned on a four year
cycle. David Hill concluded with
a film presentation of the 1987
Open Championship.

SWEDEN

ON the second day of the
conference Stig Persson, the
administrator of the Swedish
Greenkeepers Association
explained about the Swedish
Greenkeepers Association and
planning and maintenance of
buildings for greenkeeping
machinery. Sweden is one of
Europe’s major golfing countries.
In 1985 it claimed to have 168
courses made up of 9,18,27 and




36 hole layouts and many more
are planned. The Swedish golfing
season varies from one end of the
country to the other. In the
south golf is possible from March
to November or even longer if the
weather is mild. In the north the
season runs from May to October
and the midnight sun permits
golf to be played around the clock
in June.

RESEARCH

DR. PETER HAYES Director of
the Sports Turf Research
Institute, talked about research
today for the golfing needs of
tomorrow. Some of their
research work is being
supported by the R.&A. Ball
bounce, turf wear factors, dry
patch and fairy ring are among
the main research programmes at
the Institute. Dr. Hayes
reported many enquiries about
dry patch this year from clubs
around the country. Some
causes of the condition could be
compaction, old fairy rings and
high spots, but research work is
being done to find the best
methods of dealing with the
problem.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

DEREK GANNING, Course
Manager at The Belfry delivered
an interesting paper on Project
Management and the many
problems he was faced with when
when he first joined the Club.
The course is beginning to
mature and gradually being
brought up to the required
standard to host the Ryder Cup
in 1989 under Derek’s

experienced guidance.

OVERSEAS PROJECTS

HOWARD SWAN, Golf Course
Constructor, entertained his
audience with a selection of
colour slides of international

golf courses. Howard spends a
lot of his time in Europe
nowadays advising on the
construction of a number of
overseas projects, which seems to
keep him busy.

ST ANDREWS

WALTER WOODS, Links
Supervisor at St. Andrews
recalled some of the history of the
game at St.Andrews where the
early rules were first formulated.
The name of Tom Morris, Open
Champion, is closely associated
with the Home of Golf where he
was the first custodian of the
links. His son young Tom
Morris, retained the Open
Championship Belt after winning
the award three years in
succession.

Fashioning the ancient links at
St. Andrews has been a process
of evolution and the natural
humps and hollows of the land
have been cunningly used to
create a great golf course. All the
construction work in those days
was laboriously done with
wheelbarrow and shovel. Wells
were sunk at different points to
provide irrigation and buckets
were used to apply water to the
greens during dry spells. As
keeper of the links, Tom Morris
was a firni believer in regular
sand dressings; there was little
else to use then. He also decreed
that the links should have a
period of rest every year to allow
time for repair and recovery from
the depredations of golfers. To
this day the practice is still
observed when the Old Course is
closed during the month of
March.

Except at a few courses in
England and two in India, golf
was barely known outside
Scotland as late as the 1840’s.

Derek Ganning

The earliest records of course
designers date from this period.
The first was Allan Robertson of
St. Andrews who died in 1859
and David his brother who
emigrated to Australia where he
introduced golf and probably laid
out the first course in that
country. Allan Robertson
planned the early changes at St.
Andrews, laid out ten formal
holes at Barry, Angus and
according to his obituary “he laid
out capital links in various
districts.” The new course at St.
Andrews opened in 1895 and was
laid out by Tom Morris. The
Jubilee Course first opened in
1897 as nine holes, then revised
and extended to 18 as more land
was reclaimed. The Eden course
planned by H.S. Colt was opened
in 1914.

AMERICAN'S DEBUT

JOHN SEGUI, President, Golf
Course Superintendents
Association of America, made his
debut with a video presentation
“Golf At Its Best” a glossy upmar-
ket promotion film in sound and
colour made specifically to
enhance the image of the Ameri-
can golf course superintendent
and the association.

The G.C.S.A.A., formed 62 years
ago, now employs a headquarter
staff of 35. The annual budget is
4 million dollars. They have a
certification programme for
aspiring superintendents and
everyone is committed to raising
the standards of the profession.
The official monthly magazine
has an annual income of one
million dollars from advertising.
Other benefits - Health
Insurance, Job Referral Scheme,
International Trade Show,
Conference and Golf Tournament
every year. The average
assistant greenkeeper earns 8-10
dollars an hour. Total number of
golf courses in U.S.A. is 13,000.

Bill Lawson, Vice-Chairman of
B.I.G.G.A. admirably summed
up the Conference with some
pithy comments and a vote of
thanks to all who had
contributed to the success of
the occasion.
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