
if you're a decision-maker in the 
sporting, public or corporate 

seeding of grass - motorway 
verge or village green, playing field or courtyard, 
cricket pitch or poets' glade - you'll find in the 

J Range a grass that has been scientifically 
purpose-bred to do your particular job, 

unbeatably well. 
If you formulate your own mixtures, we can 

supply such quality grass varieties as Waldorf, 
Banner, Dawson, Merlin, Jupiter, Parade, Scaldis, 

Arno and Ranger - plus a reclamation range and 
a wide choice of British wildflowers. 

We've been supplying the best blades for 170 
years. Give a little time to choosing the one that's 

best for you; send for our catalogue. 

MAKE SURE 
YOU CHOOSE 
THE RIGHT 

BLADE FOR 
THE JOB. 

JP * JOHNSONS Range 
Unsurpassable for everything grassable. 

W. W. JOHNSON & SON LTD., BOSTON, LINCS. Tel: Boston (0205) 65051. 
Branches also at Haydock, Merseyside and Woodley, Berks. 



NEED A NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM, OR SERVICE ON YOUR 
EXISTING ONE? 

Watermatlon can provide 1st class service both on our own manufactured equipment 
and other makes. We have large stocks of spares and a full team of trained service 
engineers equipped with car phones to give you the best possible service. 

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey (¿U21 5LY. Telex: 859224 FLEXON G. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303/21009 
or Stirling (0786) 70252, or Dublin (1) 789501 or Paris (1) 47 06 04 19. 

B.I.G.G.A. NATIONAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
The National Tournament at Ayr 
Belleisle was well supported. The 
course is a fairly tough layout 
with long par 4's and greens 
strategically bunkered and 
contoured to place a premium on 
accurate approach shots to score 
well. 

Report by John Campbell 
Blustery winds at times with 
showers and bright intervals 
added to the interest of play in 
this lovely part of Ayrshire. 
Due praise must go to Harry 
Diamond and his greenkeeping 
staff for having the course in 
such fine condition also to 
Duncan Gray, Parks 
Superintendent, who 
enthusiastically supported all the 
arrangements in connection with 
the event. 

Full results in next issue. 

trips to Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Burns Cottage Culzean Castle, 
Land O'Burns Centre, a distillery 
visit, etc. By all accounts they 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, 
particularly the Swedish, 
American and Canadian 
delegates, wives. 

CATERING & ENTERTAINMENT 
Catering arrangements each day 
included buffet lunches, evening 

buffets and conference 
luncheons. The evening 
entertainment included a 
Scottish Night Out and a Big 
Band Dance as well as discos 
and other events. On the final 
evening trophies and prizes for 
the golf were presented and this 
was supported by the Taste of 
Scotland* Banquet and 
entertainment as the grand 
finale. 

LADIES PROGRAMME 
The ladies were well taken care of 
by Mrs Chris Kennedy with coach 

Teeing off at the tournament 



Toro ** NEW TORO models include 
Reelmaster 216 3-wheel drive 
and Greensmaster 3000 Diesel 

the name you can trust 
... and to guarantee that your club members have a course in 7tip-top' 

condition, you can do no betterthan get behind the wheel of aTOROIThere 
are models to suitthe needs of all Greenkeepers and the odd peculiarities of 

undulating ground contours. The GREENSMASTER 3000 together with the 
new 'groomer reels' can produce the finest greens on any course. Take a trial 
run at anytime and you will immediately see the value of TORO's unequalled 

technology in manufacturing the right machine for the right task. Fairways 
and Aprons are efficiently cut whatever the weather, complimented by the 

GREENS AERATOR which assists with that previously slow task of turf 
aeration. The popular SAND-PRO is also No. 1 choice 

for those important bunkers. wm^mmtF.i M i ^ m M K i f l i H 

UK DISTRIBUTORS 
LELY (UK) LIMITED STATION ROAD 

ST. NEOTS HUNTINGDON CAMBS PE19 1QH 
Telephone: (0480) 76971 

Telex: 32523 



YEOVIL Golf Club lies on the 
outskirts of the town across the 
River Yeo, the county boundary. 
It was laid out in 1919 by Fowler 
and Alison as a nine hole course 
and extended to 18 holes in 
1937. The natural topography of 
the land has been successfully 
used to create an interesting test 
of golf. A special feature is the 
commanding views from different 
parts of the course; north-west to 
Glastonbury, north-east to Frome 
and a splendid stretch of the 
Dorset countryside to the south. 
The head greenkeeper at Yeovil is 
Bob Moffatt, 55, a burly genial 
Scot. Bob was well known and 
highly respected among Scottish 
greenkeepers and golf club 
officials during the 14 years he 

served as general secretary of 
SIGGA. He said, "I am the third 
generation of the family in 
greenkeeping - my father was 
head greenkeeper at Lanark Golf 
Club for 18 years before moving 
finally to Sandyhills near 
Glasgow where I started in the 
profession at the age of 16. I 
gained useful experience working 
on various courses around the 
city before going to Cathkin 
Braes Golf Club as head 
greenkeeper. Eventually I moved 
south to Calcot Park and left 
there in 1980 to settle at Yeovil. 
I have always been fond of this 
part of the country and the 
course here is particularly 
attractive, with some interesting 
features that remind me of my 
native heath. 
"The course is laid out over 120 
acres; the terrain is gently 
undulating and varied. Some 
climbing occurs early in the 
round but players take this in 
their stride and find the views 
rewarding. 

DIVIDED 

The layout is divided by a minor 
road and the nature of the soil on 
each side is quite different, being 

distinctly sandy on the one hand 
and a much heavier type on the 
other. We are told that the 
course was built on first class 
dairy farming land. 
MA programme of turf care has 
been laid down by the STRI 
and we are following their 
recommendations closely to raise 
the standards. The main 
problem on the greens is shallow 
root growth, but we are 
overcoming this, having used a 
Verti-Drain for the past three 
years and we now have some root 

Top: 
There are many fine views to 
delight the golfer at Yeovil 

Above: 
Bob Moffatt, Yeovil's head 
greenkeeper 

growth to a depth of nine inches. 
In conjunction with aeration, we 
regularly topdress with three 
parts sand to one part soil to 



break down the peat which was 
used for many years on the 
greens. Phosphates and potash 
have been cut out of fertiliser 
mixtures and the main ingredi-
ents used are dried blood, 
sulphate of ammonia and 
sulphate of iron." 
Bob continued, "There are no 
open ditches or water hazards to 
contend with on the course, but 
there are 52 bunkers where the 
activities of rabbits often give us 
a bit of extra work due to their 
burrowing habits in the sand. A 
trapper was employed at one 
time to deal with the menace and 
we did a bit of shooting ourselves 
to try to get rid of them. At the 
moment myxomatosis is rife and 
population numbers are 
gradually reducing, so they are 
not quite as troublesome as they 
used to be. 

SPECIAL INTEREST 

"I have always taken a deep 
interest in greenkeeper training, 
having been involved with the 
greenkeeper apprenticeship 
scheme during my period as 
secretary to the Scottish Golf 
Greenkeepers Association. It has 
always been my policy to take a 
special interest in the instruction 
and training of young men, 
showing them how to handle and 
maintain golf course machinery 
in the workshop and on the 
course. The most important 
apprentice I trained was my son, 
Allen, who gained his City & 
Guilds Certificate in greenkeep-
ing at Maidenhead College. After 
working as a greenkeeper for a 
few years he eventually moved on 
to become an area manager for 
Parkers, Worcester Park. 
"Like most courses, in the 
summer we are always busy 
coping with the amount of 
growth, particularly this year of 
high rainfall. Keeping the grass 
down invariably occupies most of 
our time, apart from other 
routine grooming and 
maintenance jobs. 
In autumn and winter months 
there are always construction 
and renovation tasks to be done 
as part of the on-going 
programme to upgrade the 
facilities, so the staff get ample 

opportunities to gain valuable 
experience in all phases of golf 
course upkeep. Construction 
jobs are always interesting, and 
building tees, bunkers, etc, 
should be within the scope of 
every trained greenkeeper." 
Said Bob, "If any construction 
jobs need to be done on the 
course I generally discuss plans 
with the club secretary and he 
gives his views on my proposals. 
We present this to the green 
committee then it goes to the 
general committee for final 
approval. 
"I am extremely fortunate to have 
a reliable and conscientious staff 
comprising two good experienced 
men and two 18 year old trainees 
who show much promise for the 
future. " 

CONTENTMENT 

When I asked Bob Moffatt what 
contributed most to staff stability 
and contentment, he said, "The 
main thing is getting them inter-
ested in the job. They should be 
encouraged to play golf as much 
as possible, even if it means 
having a few lessons from the 
professional. When they have a 
real interest in the game they will 
begin to appreciate how a golfer 
judges the condition of the course 
and the amount of preparation 
needed to satisfy their 
requirements. 
"Some young men come into 
greenkeeping and expect too 

much too soon. Generally, they 
are looking for a job offering more 
money and are not prepared to 
knuckle down and get the 
necessary training and 
experience as a preliminary to 
advancement. Some youngsters 
find they don't like the job for it 
often means being outdoors in 
the most inclement weather to 
get the work done and the sheer 
physical effort needed is a major 
deterrent to their ambition. 

A GOOD FUTURE 

"In spite of the number of men 
who drop out of greenkeeping, 
there are many dedicated 
youngsters who like the lifestyle 
and know the job has a good 
future. Golf has become an 
immensely popular sport and 
there is a demand for experienced 
course managers to look after 
new courses under construction 
in the UK and Europe. It is 
encouraging to see BIGGA 
spearheading the drive to 
provide proper educational and 
training facilities to meet the 
needs of young aspiring 

I greenkeepers." 

l i iSpy^ 
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THE 'TUFTURF' TEE MAT -
Like a p iece of f i rm, wel l sprung fa i rway 

LTD. 
FOR TEE SHOTS 

SWEEPER/ 
COLLECTOR 

Incredibly eff icient. 
4 , 5 and 6 f t models. 
4 brush. (Scar i f ier 
a t tachment available). 

AND FAIRWAY SHOTS 
"A British made porous hardwearing all weather 
tee 1.5m x 1m and 2m x1m. Synthetic grass, 
bonded to reconstituted rubber underlay shock 
pad with 60 tee inserts, combine to give a superb 
playing surface. Its use is highly beneficial as a 
WINTER TEE, or when re-turfing tees in the play-
ing season. Also ideal for DRIVING RANGES and 
PRACTICE GROUNDS both indoor and outdoor." 
Further details from:-

Carpetition Ltd., 
14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, 

Huddersfield. HD2 2AN 
Tel: 0484 - 28777 

•NO CHAINS •NO HYDRAULICS 

Rear d ischarg ing. 
4 and 5 f t w id ths . 
Independent hydraul ic 
l i f t on 5 ' w id th . 

4 P 
3 - p o i n t l i n k a g e . 
4 8 " 6 0 " a n d 7 2 " c u t . 
C u t t i n g he ights Vi" 
upwards . 

Unique 3-Gang Mower for 
15 BHP Tractors and Above 

No more belt and chain adjustments! Time-consuming 
maintenance! Costly repairs! The 220 cuts alt that out. 
Gives 84"cut. Cylinder removed in one minute. 3-point 
linkage. Quick attach/detach. Folding mainframe. 
(5-gang version now available). 

( ^ A G A R 
Agar Equipment Ltd., 

Unit H 7 / 9 , Blackpole Trading Estate, Worcester, 

TWe°090T35287S1G7 Telex: 312242 MIDTLX G 



The original FARMURA. For use from initial pre-seeding 
through to maintenance. FARMURA TURF improves 
germination, encourages quicker establishment of grass 
seed, root development, tillering and a dense sward 
without undesirable flushes of growth. FARMURA 
TURF encourages fine grasses and can be used in 
ecologically sensitive areas. As a soil conditioner 
FARMURA TURF will increase soil bacteria count 
enabling locked up nutrients to become available to the 
plant. Other benefits include improved drought and 
disease resistance. 
Uses: Reseeding, golf courses, sports pitches, racecourses, 

bowling greens, cricket pitches, land reclamation 
and ecologically sensitive areas. 

f a i m u i a green 
FARMURA GREEN is specially formulated FARMURA 
TURF with the addition of iron and wetting agent. 
Designed particularly for areas needing a high standard 
of presentation and a deep green colour without 
excessive growth. Applications of FARMURA GREEN 
will encourage the development of finer grasses, 
improve drought and disease resistance and increase soil 
bacteria count. 
Uses: Golf greens, bowling greens, tennis courts, lawns, 

golf fairways and racecourses. 

f a i m u i a ] ^ 
A tailor made product manufactured to your specific 
requirements. FARMURA-N can be formulated with 
other major nutrients to produce a specially balanced 
semi-organic fertiliser to suit your planned nutritional 
programme. Available to your requirement by 
discussion and quotation FARMURA-N offers major 
savings in time and equipment by only making one 
application. 
Uses: Land reclamation, low input management 

programmes. 

FERROSOL 
A major development in liquid iron application. 
FERROSOL, a unique iron-nitrogen bonded complex" 
provides a quick green-up of the turf without over 
stimulation of growth and without wheelmarks or 
blackening. FERROSOL in liquid form can be mixed 
easily in water and is immediately available for spray or 
drench application. Ideal for use at any time when turf 
is in need of green-up boost throughout the year. 
Uses: Turf, fine turf, golf greens, bowling greens, tennis 

courts, lawns, shrubs, etc. 

FARMGRAN 
An easily spreadable natural seaweed soil conditioner 
and improver. Applications of FARMGRAN will 
improve soil structure stimulating micro organisms and 
aiding moisture retention. FARMGRAN supplies all 
known trace elements in an organic chelated form for 
rapid assimilation by plants and fills the "fertility gap" 
so often present under today's high input management 
practices. Can also be incorporated into top dressing. 
Uses: Golf courses, sports fields, landscaping, seeding, 

planting and land reclamation. 

f t . 6 f a n n i a » 
When trees or shrubs are lifted prior to transplanting a 
large proportion of the finer root structure is lost and 
consequently the plant is subject to much stress and 
re-establishment becomes more difficult. FARMURA 
PRE-PLANT is a creamy liquid root dip which reduces 
dehydration of the roots and provides a protecting semi-
permeable 'skin' protecting the roots from damage yet 
allowing them to breathe and take in moisture. y / 
Uses: All plant, shrub and tree , 

transplanting situations. ' 



Greenkeepers contribute to Open success 

SPORTS reporting, and golf is no excep-
tion, is regretfully resorting to the banal to 
cater for a mass readership weaned on 
sensational headlines rarely relating to 
the skill of the competitor, more often to 
his off the ball and preferably bedroom 
activities. 

Screaming black headlines, twice the 
depth of the story below, sums up the 
report. Many readers fail to read on, 
compounding an intended distortion by 
allowing the imagination to write its own 
version of the event. 

This drive for mass circulation by the 
popular tabloids is reducing good golf 
reporting to the few serious national 
newspapers, the provincial press and the 
magazines. Which is probably why most of 
the 700 members of the world's golfing 
press, packed into their new German built 
tentage at this year's Open Champion-
ship, missed one of the better stories at 
Royal Lytham St. Annes. 

Alittlejudicious questioning, combined 
with a walk around the course, would 
have revealed, if not an army, then cer-
tainly several platoons of rake carrying, 
blue trousered and jacketed individuals 
accompanying every match played over 
the four days. 

In their case it was five days, because 
whilst others were sheltering from the 
rain lashing the Flyde Coast these unpaid 
and mostly unsung heroes were valiantly 
fighting the elements so play could con-
tinue. 

We refer of course to the volunteer 
greenkeepers, most of whom took part 
of their annual holiday to support 
Lytham's head greenkeeper Jimmy 
McDonald during what must have 
been the most hectic week of 
his life. 

Thejob of co-ordinating the 
plan to provide every match with 
an experienced green-keeper fell 
to the northern regional administra-
tor, David Golding, a golf course 
superintendent for Traiford Borough 
Council. 

The story really began a year ago when 
David drove up to Muirfield to see how 
Scottish greenkeepers organised their 
back-up support to the greenstaif at the 
1987 Open Championship. This annual 
event is unlike the other sponsored tour-

David 
Golding 

naments on the European Tour, as it is 
the total responsibility of the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club at St. Andrews to stage 
Britain's premier golf competition, attract-
ing as it now does 200,000 spectators, 
plus golfs largest global television audi-
ence. 

The growth of interest in the Open 
Championship is shown by the fact that 
only 20 years ago, 50,000 paying specta-
tors was considered a mammoth atten-
dance; now that number can be expected 
through the turnstiles in one day. 

Against this background the head 
greenkeeper and his comparatively small 
regular staff have the task of not only 
preparing a course fit for champions, but 
maintaining it in the same condition for 
five days or more, despite the constant 
pounding from all those spiked feet (golf 
spectators always seem to arrive in their 
golf shoes, as if hoping to be invited to 
play!) 

To provide a greenkeeper armed with a 
rake for every three ball out on the course 
takes a great deal of organising, though 
David was not short of volunteers. The 
difficulties arose because some were able 
to stay for four days; others, due to com-
mitments at their home courses, could 
only give a day or two. 
All this information had to be logged and 
co-ordinated to fit in with Jimmy 
McDonald's own requirements. Royal Ly-
tham is maintained by only seven perma-
nent staff, a far cry from the 30 greenkeep-
ers Bill Spence has at his command as 

course manager at The County Club, 
Brookline, where the US Open Cham-

«§. pionship was held a month before. 
Jimmy had a separate list of avail-

able assistance from greenstaif 
at two neighboring golf 
courses, St. Annes Old Links 

and Lytham (Green Drive); 
ipP greenkeepers who had worked the 

links and knew their way around 
Royal Lytham. They were familiar with 

the angles, bumps and hollows and 
could cut greens and tees with an experi-
enced eye. 

He was also helped during the week by 
Northenden's head greenkeeper, also a 
previous staff member at Royal Lytham. 

Overnight accommodation was ar-
ranged and booked for visiting 



greenkeepers in Blackpool's Pontins Holi-
day Camp. Not quite to everyone's taste, 
but acceptable. At least there was always 
the evening in-camp entertainment for 
those who wanted to experience a nostal-
gic touch of Hi-de-hi. 

All would have run smoothly had it not 
been for the unexpected downpour on the 
Friday night and Saturday morning, add-
ing another two inches of water to the 
drenching given to the course prior to the 
final practise day, much to the annoyance 
of some of the competitors. 

Ian Woosnam was said to be very vocal 
in his criticism, having shot a birdie and 
an eagle to pull back three shots by the 
eighth before he was told his morning 
score would not count. A number of the 
Americans were equally miffed. They failed 
to understand why the right equipment 
was not available to remove standing water, 
though in fairness to the R & A it is 
doubtful whether the course could have 
been made playable, even with mecha-
nised suction rollers, pumps and squee-
gees. 

As it was, no one had anticipated the 
need for water removal equipment in July. 
There were a few squeegees in the sheds, 
but insufficient to make any impression 
on so much standing water. This is why 
greenstaff, the Association Chairman 
among them, were photographed pushing 
water off the putting surfaces with the 
back of wooden rakes. 

The fire brigade was called in on 
Saturday evening to pump out the tented 
village and Jimmy McDonald engaged a 
private pump contractor to work on the 
course, helped by his own staff, those 
from two neighbouring courses and many 
of Royal Lytham's members, who gave 
their time and effort unstintingly, through-
out the night. 

The task of repairing the bunkers, 
pushing the sand back up the face and re-
making to remove the compaction was 
given to the volunteers from BIGGA. 

"They did a great job, starting at 
4.30anT, said Jimmy McDonald. "It was 
such a big undertaking after all that 
rain, it needed an experienced greenkeeper 
to put the bunkers back in the right 
condition. 

At the end of the tournament tributes 
were also paid by the Championship 

Committee and R & A Secretary Michael 
Bonallack. Even Seve Ballesteros, the 
champion, found time to join the 
greenkeepers for a photograph with the 
trophy and thank them on behalf of the 
competitors. 

"Lytham has been a spring-board for 
the Association", said David Golding. "We 
had a presence at the Open, where 
greenkeepers were easily recognised wear-
ing the distinctive blue and white of our 
blazers and badges. This must be good for 
the future of the British and International 
Golf Greenkeepers Association. 

"Our marquee, adjacent to the first tee, 
was conveniently sited to the hub of events. 
Near to the administration, the club-house 
and the tented village, we were very acces-
sible to the many visitors we were able to 
welcome and keep informed of the aims 
and ideals of the Association. 

"This is just the beginning. We now 
need to put the work of the golf course 
manager into greater profile. To give them 
the opportunity to explain how they pre-
pare golf courses, not only for a tourna-
ment such as the Open Championship, 
but for the club golfer back home". 

Next year the Open moves back to 
Scotland, to Royal Troon on the Ayrshire 
coast, where the organisation will fall on 
other shoulders just as broad and willing. 
Here the service given by the Association 
will be further improved, according to 
BIGGAs Executive Director, Neil Thomas. 
He has promised additional staffing for 
the practice days when the bunkers are in 
continuous use. 

It is not every greenkeeper who relishes 
the spotlight, but as active participants in 
entertainment with a capital 'E\ an oppor-
tunity for the skills of the greenkeeper to 
be featured to the golfing public should 
not be missed. 

To this end David Golding is looking for 
far greater interest from the international 
golf press, radio commentators and TV 
journalists. He believes the best story at 
Royal Lytham could have been told by 
Jimmy McDonald and his crew at 3am on 
the Sunday morning, while the boys in the 
press tent were asleep in their beds; their 
day's work had finished, revolving around 
contrived outbursts of criticism from a 
leading name to build those three inch 
headlines across the sports pages. 

by John Lelean 



Turf Irrigation Services 
Regional Distributor, ^ ^ ^ f Limited 
i h l d l Ä s S t t Ä Wales Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 OTS Telephone: 04775-255/6 Telex: 367122 TISG 

playing areas - Turf Irrigation Services have the 
professional capability and the people to fulfill 
your needs and expectations... 
Want to know more? Talk to Robin Hume, Turf 
Irrigation Services now, meet the people who 
design and install irrigation systems to the 
highest standards, people who will ensure your 
final choice is the right one! 

As one of the largest fine turf irrigation specialists 
in this country, Turf Irrigation Services offers you a 

wealth of professional design knowledge and 
practical installation experience - and the 

equipment to match it! 
Golf courses, landscaped commercial and 
residential areas, parkland, bowling greens, 

sports pitches, horse racing tracks, all-weather 


