
Fine weather, as always, was a great help and again featured as a highlight of the day at 
the annual Parker Golf Secretaries Tournament at which 80 Golf Clubs were repre-
sented and a splendid 18 holes golf was enjoyed by the competitors. 

The competition was won by Liam O'GradyofGillingham Golf Club with 41 points. The 
photograph shows the winners who recieved their trophies from Mrs. M. Parker, the wife 
of Parkers managing director, Jim Parker. 

BIGGA looks forward to a close rela-
tionship with Jacobsen in the future. The 
Association will not be totally losing the 
company as far as golf is concerned, as 
Jacobsen will be the principal sponsors of 
the National Tournament and this repre-
sents the opportunity for old acquaint-
ances to be renewed. 

This was an excellently organised 
event and though it will be no more, mem-
bers should, in an evolving situation, look 
optimistically to the future, and to the ben-
efits which can accrue from the level of 
support Jacobsen are prepared to give to 
the future education and training of 
greenkeepers. 

BIGGA National 
Tournament 
Ayr Belleisle G.C. 
September 26th-28th 

MONDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER 
18 Holes Medal and First Round of 36 
Holes 
Hargreaves Cup - Donated by Sisis -
Edwin Walsh, 71 nett 
Maxwell Hart Cup Over 50's - Harry Dia-
mond, 76 nett 
Coming of Age Trophy - Gordon Payne, 
76 net't 
Vitax Putting Trophy - Alistair Connell 
TUESDAY, 27TH SEPTEMBER 
18 Holes Medal 
Hamilton Stutt Cup & Prize - Mike 
Sheenan, 70 nett 
Supaturf Challenge Cup & Prize - Mick 
Hannam, 71 nett 
36 Holes, Senior Division, 0-11 INC 
Toro Cup & Prize (Best Gross) - Tony 
Gilles, 153 gross 
Ransomes Cup & Watch (Best Nett) -

Edwin Walsh, 143 nett 
Universal Cup & Prize (2nd Nett) - Tony 
Witt, 144 nett 
Golf Illustrated Cup & Prize (3rd Nett) -
Mike Sheehan, 147 nett 
36 Holes, Junior Division, 12-18 INC 
Pattinson Trophy & Prize (1 st Nett) - Peter 
Woodward, 152 nett 
Presidents Cup & Prize (2nd Nett) - Bill 
Fletcher, 153 nett 
Mays Cup & Prize (3rd Nett) - Derek Gan-
ning, 157 nett 

Jubilee Regional Cup - Edwin Walsh, 
Peter Shaw, 459 nett 
Northern Region - Barry Heaney, 
Chipmans Under 25 & Prize - Richard 
Owens, 165 nett 
Aitkens Putting Cup - Alistair Connell, 

WEDNESDAY, 28TH SEPTEMBER 
18 Holes Medal 
Fisons Bowl & Prize - Tony Witt, 64 nett 
STRI Cup - Mick Hughes, 66 nett 
Trade Prize - Robert Bruce, 
54 Hole Gross 
News of the World Trophy & Prize - Edwin 
Walsh, 231 nett 
54 Hole Nett 
S.A.I, tray & Prize - Tony Witt, 208 nett 
Rufford Top Dress Rose Bowl Interna-
tional Guest Prize - Barry Britton (Can-
ada), 74 nett 
Stewarts of Edinburgh Nearest the Hole -
Jimmy Richardson (Monday) Hole in One, 
Jimmy Richardson (Tuesday) 14 inches, 
Gordon Moir (Wednesday) 10' 7" 
RHONE-POULENC PUTTING COMPE-
TITION WINNERS - Mark Esposito, Peter 
Shaw, Michael Hughes, Derek Wilson, 
James Devlin, Gavin Rowan, Jim Paton, 
Richard Owens, Kevin Johnson. 

Frank Garvey of Ruffold presenting Barry Britton, President of the Canadian Golf Course 
Superintendents Association with the Rufford Top Dress Rose Bowl - the International Guest 
Prize. 



BIGGA Official Uniform 

Description Colours available Price 

Lambswool V-neck sweater 
Sizes: 

36"-46" 
34" and 48"-54" also 
available in many of the 
colours 

Navy, Light Blue, Bluebird Blue, Tartan Red, Bordeaux (Burgandy), White, Black, Mid-Grey, Mink 
Brown, Blond, Dark Green, Sorbet Yellow, Light Pink, Azure Blue, Frost Grey, Pampas Green, Light 
Peach, Cherry and Catkin (mid-green) 

£19.49 
48"-54" 
£2.00 extra 

Lambswool Crew-neck 
sweater 
Sizes: 

36"-46" only 

Navy, White, Tartan Red, Sorbet Yellow £19.49 

Lambswool V-neck slipover 
Sizes: 

38"-46" 
34"-36" and 
48"-54" also availble in many 
of the colours 

Navy, Light Blue, Bluebird Blue, Tartan Red, Bordeaux (Burgandy), Black, White, Mid-Grey, Blond, 
Sorbet Yellow, Light Pink, Frost Grey and Light Peach 

£18.75 
48"-54" 
£2.00 extra 

Pure new botany wool roll-
neck sweater 
Sizes: 

small/38"; medium/40"; 
large/43"; X-large/46" 
X-sma 11/36" 

Navy, Light Blue, Red, Wine, White, black, Grey, Beige, Tartan Green, Loden Green, Yellow 

Navy, Light Blue, White only 

£19.49 

Pure new wool V-neck sweater 
Sizes: 

34"-46" 
48" on popular dark colours 
only 

Navy, Light Grey, Burgandy, Bottle Green, Black, Brown, Natural, Red, Pale Blue, Lemon, Royal, 
White, Pink, Jade, Peach 

£16.04 

Pure new wool crew-neck 
sweater 
Sizes: 

34"-46" 

Navy only £16.04 

Pure new wool slipover 
Sizes: 

34"-46" 

Navy, Light Blue, Red, Black, Light Grey, Burgandy £14.89 

Jersey knit sportshirt 
(65% polyester/35" modal) 
with covered collar 
Sizes: 

Small, medium, large, X-large 

Navy, Light Blue, Royal Blue, White, Red, Black, Wine, Mint Green, Emerald Green, Light Pink, Beige, 
Mocha Brown, Silver Grey, Lilac and Rose 

£12.59 

Jersey knit sportshire 
with ribbed knitted collar of a 
more casual type shirt 
Sizes: 

Small, medium, large, X-large 

White, Lemon, Navy, Black, Red, Royal Blue, Grey £11.50 

Official tie Navy Blue, Grey and Burgandy £3.75 

Official blazer including badge 
Size: 

36"-50" specify short, regular 
or long 

Navy Blue £69.00 
46"-50" 
£75.00 

Official blazer badge £11.50 

Official golfing umbrella £8.95 

BIGGA lightweight jacket 
Sizes: 

38"-48" 

Navy/white with official BIGGA lettering £28.00 

BIGGA wetsuit 
Sizes: 

X-small; small; medium; 
large; X-large 

Light blue £28.00 

N.B. all prices are inclusive of VAT 



ARE YOUR CHEMICALS IN SAFE HANDS? 

f SECURITY H 
_ CABINETS j , 

FURNACE FARM, LAMBERHURST, TUNBR1DGE WELLS, 
KENT TN3 8LE. TEL: (0892} 890929 

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd. 342, Selbourne Road, 
Luton, Beds. LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262 

Twice the 
machine 444 
44 and honest 

with it! 

We believe that our experience based on over 
100 years of research and development has 
produced probably the finest lawn mower 
grinding machines available today. Our 
customers tell us the " E X P R E S S DUAL" is a 
really 'honest' machine that's built to do the job 
and do it well! It will successfully grind 
cylinders 'in-situ' or 'separately', just as 
efficiently and just as accurately and it will 
keep you going when repair work builds up. 
THE MASTER is a heavy duty lawn mower 
grinding machine particularly suitable for gang 
mowers and rebladed cylinders. 
THE ANGLEMASTER has been specially 
designed and developed for bottom blade 
grinding. 
• . . there's no substitute for experience! 

A T T E R T O N & ELLIS LTD 
Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QH. 
Tel: Haverhill (0440) 702312/3 

Manufacturers of fine lawn mower 
grinding machines for over 100 years. 

A NEW CONCEPT IN PESTICIDE HANDLING & STORAGE. 
• SAFER HANDLING • SAFER STORAGE • SAFER USAGE 
• INSPECTED BY HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE 
• INTEGRAL RECORDING SYSTEM FOR TOTAL 

PESTICIDE MANAGEMENT 
o All steel 
o High security Chubb 

dead lock 
o All spillage retained 
o Drainage plug 
o Easily handled 
o Stackable 
o Hazard logo 
o Internal retaining strap 
o 'Stock Record' and 

'Spraying Instruction' 
card system 

o Meets the 
requirements given in 
guidance issued by 
Health & Satety Executive 

"BE SURE YOU'RE SECURE 
For details contact: 



R OlMl ITIHI E RlW 

Tribute to helpers at Ayr . . . 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the people who worked so 
hard before, during and even after the 
event, to make the BIGGA National 
Tournament and International Con-
ference the success it was. 

Maybe the numbers were not as 
high as we would have liked but I am 
sure all those that spent the week or 
even a few days at Ayr will agree what 
a great time we had. My thanks go to 
all the Ayrshire section committee led 
by the indefatigable Harry Diamond, 
'a man o' mony pairts', to Chris and 
Joan Kennedy for their usual excel-
lent administrative work, to Cecil 
George for all his efforts before and 
during the conference and to all the 
other Scottish Region Executive 
members who were involved in any 
way. 

Thanks also to Neil Thomas and 
David Golding for their support during 
the week. 

If the spirit and camaraderie shown 
during the week continues in the 
future then BIGGA must go from 
strength to strength. 

Elliott R. Small 
President Scottish Region 

. . . wives enjoyed it too 

I am writing to put on record how 
much I enjoyed the BIGGA Interna-
tional Conference, held at Ayr Belle-
isle - it was GREAT. 

The events, excursions and visits 
laid on each day were very well 
organised and surpassed only be 
each evening's entertainment and 
this was second to none. We had 
excellent singers, country dancers, 
bands, 'big' band, Culzean Castle, 
and Turnberry Hotel. We had enter-
tainment from Ronnie Dale, well 
known in these parts, we had a visit to 
Johnnie Walker, well known in these 
parts - and Burns. 

Even the weather, after a wet and 
windy start, settled down into those 
nice sunny Autumn days and the 
Ayrshire coast and countryside 
looked really lovely. 

I cannot speak for the men but I can 
say for certain that the wives had a 
wonderful time. The catering and all 
the meals, even a Banquet, given by 
the hotel were truly marvellous. I don't 
think I have ever had such a pleasant 
week and with such good company. I 
sincerely hope I will be able to attend 
another BIGGA Conference at some 
future date. 

Margaret M. George, 
Lenzie 

Kirkintilloch 

Address letters to: 
The Golf Course, 

Kings Avenue House 
Kings Avenue 
New Maiden 

Surrey KT3 4BY. 

CDC HORTICULTURAL EQUIPMENT LTD 

Chapel Works, Waldringfield, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 4PT 

0473 36 791 

Suppliers of second hand professional 
grass cutting equipment 

Ransomes 214 Verticut 
Ransomes Hydraulic 5 

Ransomes 350 D 
2 x Ransomes 180 

Ransomes Gang Mowers 
Wessex Sweeper (PTO Driven) 

Toro Turf Pro 84 
Toro GM3 (Recon.) 

John Deere 935 Rotary 
15M Votex ex demo 

THIS IS A SMALL SELECTION OF THE 
MACHINES HELD IN STOCK. 

We are also interested in purchasing any 
redundant grass machinery. Our fitters are 

also available for winter servicing and breakdowns. 

F I F E - R E G I O N A L - C O U N C I L 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
CUPAR, ELMWOOD AGRICULTURAL 

AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
GREENKEEPERS CONFERENCE 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 8 
Details will be sent out to those already on our mailing list in the 

second week of January. 
Please contact us and ask to be added to the above list. 

HEAD GREENKEEPERS 
ONE WEEK SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT COURSE 

(FEBRUARY 5-10 1989) 
An intensive in-depth week closely tailored to the specific needs 

of those involved in Golf Course Management and Supervision. 
Details and application forms from the Registrar. 

OTHER PROGRAMMES (SCOTVEC 
MODULAR) FOR GREENKEEPERS 
First, second and third year craft skills programmes available 

(block release). 

SUPERVISORY STUDIES 
BY DISTANCE LEARNING 

ONE week only spent in College. 
Details and application forms from the Registrar. 

TELEPHONE (0334) 52781 



Toro ** NEW TORO models include Reelmaster 216 3-wheel drive and Greensmaster 3000 Diesel 

the name you can trust 
... and to guarantee that your club members have a course in 'tip-top' 

condition, you can do no better than get behind the wheel of aTORO! There 
are models to suit the needs of all Greenkeepers and the odd peculiarities of 

undulating ground contours. The GREENSMASTER 3000 together with the 
new 'groomer reels' can produce the finest greens on any course. Take a trial 
run at anytime and you will immediately see the value of TORO's unequalled 

technology in manufacturing the right machine for the right task. Fairways 
and Aprons are efficiently cut whatever the weather, complimented by the 

GREENS AERATOR which assists with that previously slow task of turf 
aeration. The popular SAND-PRO is also No. 1 choice 

for those important bunkers. a m „ M 4 - T T r r " fifl 
UK DISTRIBUTORS 

LELY (UK) LIMITED STATION ROAD 
ST. NEOTS HUNTINGDON CAMBS PE19 1QH 

Telephone: (0480) 76971 
Telex: 32523 



Lloyds 
gets 
Mike on 
the ball 
How Golf Equip started 
and grew into an 
international business 

How do you pick up thou-
sands of golf balls at a driv-
ing range, and then clean 

them quickly ready to be used 
again? 

Solving that problem - and others 
faced by golf driving ranges - has 
proved that businessman Mike Col-
lins is really on the ball. It has 
brought him international success -
so much so that his golfing products 
are now a big hit in much of Europe. 

In just a decade his company, Golf 
Equip, has grown into a market 
leader, with the support and expert 
advice of Lloyds Bank an invaluable 
element of Mike's success. Now 
even the golf professionals are 
adding their vote of confidence in 
his products, by choosing them to 
help polish their game. 

Mike's is the classic success story. 
Two decades in the motor trade saw 
him rise from mechanic to garage 
proprietor. He has also run a guest 
house, during the mid-70s he even 
worked a franchised bread round. 

The inspiration for Golf Equip 
came while Mike was travelling the 
country demonstrating a machine 
for dispensing golf balls. Mike says 
he was appalled by the quality of 
equipment usually used on golf 
ranges, and believed he could make 
better, tougher products. 

He began by designing extra-
tough standing and playing mats, 
and perfected a new rubber tee with 
extra-long life. From those small 
beginnings the company grew, and 
today employs six staff, including 
Mike's wife and son. 

Mike, a perfectionist, spent three 
years designing and perfecting his 
ball collecting machine, which is 
now a key factor in the efficient run-
ning of driving ranges all over the 

country. He also adapted existing 
"all terrain vehicles" to act as tractor 
units for the machine. 

Mike believes his equipment is 
good enough to allow range opera-
tors to use mechanical ball collec-
tors all year round. His ball washing 
equipment gives them the capacity 
to collect, wash and re-use thou-
sands of balls each day - the most 
basic requirement for range 
operators. 

Professional golfers and interna-
tional competition organisers also 
put their faith in his products. The 
Royal and Ancient Golf Club asked 
him to run the practice ground at the 
Open Championship in 1984, and 
soon to follow were appearances at 
the Four Stars Tournament, Dunhill 
Cup, Dunhill British Masters and 
Seniors British Open. 

His ball collecting equipment is 
also hired out for the Dunhill Cup 
and British Masters, the Seniors and 
the Ladies Weetabix Open. 

Golf Equip is also building up 
a solid export business - its 
machinery and equipment 

can now be found in Belgium, the 
Channel Islands, Denmark, Eire, 

France, Germany, Holland, Iceland, 
Norway, Portugal and Spain. 

Despite his hectic business life, 
Mike still manages to fit in the odd 
round of golf. He is captain of Little-
hampton Golf Club, and has chaired 
its greens committee for the past 
three years. 

He regards local Lloyds Bank 
manager Tom Adams as an import-
ant factor in his business success. 
He has come to rely on Tom's 
friendly advice and counselling, as 
well as the regular business account 
service operated by Lloyds Bank. 

Expansion has also brought the 
need for letters of credit and foreign 
exchange services, as well as over-
seas credit references - all of which 
Lloyds Bank has provided. 

Lloyds Bank is firmly committed 
to helping small businesses like 
Mike's. The number of new busi-
ness accounts gained this year alone 
has more than justified the many 
initiatives taken - initiatives like 
commission-free banking for 12 
months with new business accounts 
(whether in debit or credit), a year's 
free subscription to Dun and 
Bradstreet's commercial collection 
service and a special small business 
loan without any red tape. 



Winter waves play havoc on 
West Kilbride 
Jim Paton, head greenkeeper at West Kilbride talks to John Campbell about the 
problems and the benefits of managing a links course. 

ON THE COURSE 

'.vi 

The golf course at West Kilb-
ride, Ayrshire overlooks 
Ardneil Bay and beyond 

there are entrancing views across 
the Firth of Clyde to the Isle of 
Arran. The course is laid out on a 
narrow strip of land parallel to the 
shoreline and good use has been 
made of the ground to create an 
interesting test of golf. Evidence of 
the club's popularity is shown with 
a membership of 1100. 

Jim Paton, 34, head greenkeeper, 
talked avidly about his job at the 
club and how he first came into 
greenkeeping. "After leaving school 
I attended Auchencruive Agri-

cultural College and then two years 
were spent working in landscape 
gardening. Being interested in golf I 
eventually got a job at Helensburgh 
Golf Club as first assistant green-
keeper. This was valuable experi-
ence for me then, my mentor was 
Eddie Boyce one of the old school of 
headgreenkeepers under whom I 
had a first class training. My next 
step up the ladder was the appoint-
ment of head greenkeeper to 
Machrie Golf Club, Islay. This was a 
challenging move to a typical sea-
side links where the course was laid 
out among the dunes whose tower-
ing banks flanked the undulating 

linksland fairways." 
"In 1980 I came to West Kilbride 

where I have settled down with my 
wife Jill and children, Jennifer, six 
and Jamie three. This is a very busy 
club with a large membership. The 
course layout is long and narrow so 
we tend to have quite a lot of walk-
ways which creates compaction 
problems. Weekly repair of divot 
marks on fairways and tees involves 
valuable time and effort to keep the 
course tidy." 

"A few years ago we had sheep on 
the course now they are gone it is 
interesting to see how the indi-
genous plants and vegetation is 



Jim Paton, head greenkeeper at West Kilbride 

slowly beginning to predominate, 
one can see small clumps of gorse, 
heather and broom, etc., gradually 
getting established and in a few 
years time will add to the character 
and aesthetic beauty of the 
surroundings." 

"Down at sea level we have prob-
lems at high tides when sea water 
backs up drain pipes and ditches 
but water levels drop quickly when 
the tide begins to ebb. Being so close 
to the sea we are often engaged in 
battles to repel it. Last winter was 
quite tough when two severe storms 

resulted in washing away the front 
part of the 15th tee. To reclaim the 
ground 250 tons of rubble were 
dumped in front of the tee to close 
the breach and then it was rebuilt." 

s ea inundation during par-
ticularly high tides has been 
known to flood low lying 

parts of the course. I've seen the 
14th green under water. When the 
sea recedes its a hefty task for the 
staff afterwards sweeping up the 
flotsam and jetsom, bricks, stones, 

wood, etc., and clearing up thick 
deposits of sand and silt. It means 
all hands on deck with brooms, 
shovels and rakes to restore the 
playing surface as quickly as 
possible." 

"We have carried out quite a lot of 
drainage work but there are certain 
parts of the course where running 
sand is a problem when excavation 
takes place. In difficult situations 
like this when drainage is needed 
we prefer to employ a contractor 
with a Davis Ditcher to complete the 
work as quickly as possible." 

"Having an abundance of sea-
weed on our doorstep it is prudent 
and resourceful to collect some of 
this valuable source of humus for 
the compost heap. It is stored in the 
compost area and allowed to 
decompose for three years then it is 
moved into the shed nearby and gets 
processed during the winter with a 
Pneulec shredding machine and 
passed through a Royer Power 
Screen to make it ready for use on 
the course." 

D uring the past few years a lot 
of time has been spent 
revetting bunker faces and 

out long range programme is sys-
tematically to do them all. Total 
number of bunkers is 84, about one 
third have been revetted so far." 

"The method of revetting is to 
strip down the old turf from the 
face, then rebuild the new wall from 
the bottom, packing up behind with 
soil as the height increases. Each 
row of turf in the wall is laid about lA 

Now Working on the SOUTH COURSE at WENTWORTH 

ASHWELLS ROAD 
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD 

ESSEX. CM 15 9SR 
Telephone: (0277) 73720 
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG 

The proven experience in the field 
for construction, drainage and irrigation 



TORO. 
Toro Irrigation Limited 

Unit 7, Mllstream Trading Estate, Ringwood, BH24 3SD, Hampshire. 04254-6261 
Your Toro Distributors are: 

Home Counties, East Anglia & South East 
Golf Landscapes Irrigation, Brentwood. Tel: 0277-73720 

South & South West Irrigation Slurry Services, Downton, Wilts. Tel: 0725-20377 
Midlands, North, Scotland & Wales 

Turf Irrigation Services, Sandbach. Tel: 04775-255 

Ask your Head Greenkeeper if he's totally happy with the 
performance and reliability of the sprinklers around your course. If 

there are doubts, call your nearest Toro Distributor for helpful 
professional advice. He will show you the range of Toro gear-

driven sprinklers designed especially for golf course watering. He 
will tell you just how technically superior they are - how they can 
improve watering efficiency and just how simple it is to improve 

your existing system. 
Top people's choice? You'll find Toro Sprinklers watering the 

sacred turf of St. Andrews, Centre and No. 1 Courts, at 
Wimbledon and the pitch at Wembley Stadium... 

P.S. Toro make sprinklers to water 
greens, approaches, fairways and 

tees - putting areas too! 

THE GRASS 
GROWS GREENER 

IN HARROGATE 
ETME is for people whose responsibility it is 
to plan, manage, supervise and care for sports 

and amenity turf. 
Sponsored by the British and International 

Golf Greenkeepers Association, ETME 
services every specialised usage of fine turf. 

You'll be able to inspect and examine in depth 
the very latest machinery, equipment, 

products and services. 
Represented will be Europe's leading 

manufacturers, distributors, contractors 
and consultants. 

Pre register — Write today for your free ticket(s) 
and save £5. 

The European Turf Management Exhibition, 
The Harrogate International Exhibition Centre 

Open 10am-6pm daily Wed 18th, 
Thürs 19th and Fri 20th January 1989. 

I Seminars: Organised by BIGGA in / 
i conjunction with the National Turf Grass f 

Council. Enquiries to Neil Thomas 
on0274_560556._ 

mccA 
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GEO-A-WRIGHT 
E X H I B I T I O N S L T D 

Geo. A. Wright Exhibitions Ltd, PO Box 104, 
Granby Buildings, 41 Granby Street LEICESTER LEI 9DY 



The 14th green with dry stone wall along the fringe 

inch back from the line underneath 
in a series of steps to build the slop-
ing wall. Judging the correct pitch of 
the face generally requires some 
experience." 

"We do not want to make the 
bunkers too difficult, there are a few 
good players in the club but many of 
the members are retired and we 
have a keen ladies section so we 
have to cater for all kinds of players 
and try to keep the hazards as fair as 
possible. The course can be 
extended to championship length 
when it is needed. Several years ago 
a few new trees were built to 
lengthen the yardage for the men so 
that the standard scratch was the 
same as the par of 71. That made the 
couse a bit more challenging and 
there is a choice for all golfers." 

"The average size of the greens is 
500 sq. yds. Golf boils down to the 
putting surfaces and most courses 
are judged by the condition of the 
greens. So the aim is to keep the 
course in reasonably good playing 
condition all year round for the 
enjoyment of the members." Jim 
said, "When I first came to the club 
there was a policy to lift one green 
every winter, renovate the soil 
underneath and relay the turf to 
combat thatch and compaction 
problems. Now this is no longer 
done since the advent of the Verti 
Drain which we employ in tandem 
with our own regular programme of 
aeration and this is producing satis-
factory results." 

"Steep banks around some of the 
raised greens are not easy to main-
tain with modern machinery. The 
course was built in 1893 when 
labour was more abundant and 
acute slopes and awkward banks 
were usually cut with hand machin-
ery or even by scythe. We have had 
some problems with 'die-back' on 
these slopes and the approaches but 

gradually overcoming this by hand 
forking and overseeding." 

" A n interesting feature of the 
Ẑ M course are the old dry stone 

jL X walls. In this exposed 
coastal situation some of the stone is 
beginning to crumble due to the 
effects of weathering. This calls for 
occasional stone mason work by the 
greenkeeping staff to keep the walls 
in good repair and maintain a tidy 
appearance. We also look after our 
own boundary fencing along the 
shore. This work had to be done 
religiously when we had sheep on 
the course." 

"Being so close to the beach its a 
popular spot for the many visitors 
and holiday makers who come to 
West Kilbride. Naturally they walk 
along the shore and there is always 

the change of unauthorised intru-
sion. Horse riders and guys with 
motor bikes run up the sand dunes 
and contribute to the process of 
coastal erosion. We often chase 
them away but when there is 
nobody about their depredations 
still continue." 

"For fairway mowing we have 
Ransomes trailed 7 gang units. 
Machinery wise there is a Toro G.M. 
300, and a G. M. 3 which is used to 
cut tees and approaches. This year a 
new Toro 316 was purchased to 
mow the approaches much further 
out and keep the 7 gangs away from 
these vulnerable spots. We also 
bought a new tractor. A Sisis Hydro-
main System is used for aeration 
and it works very well on our course 
which is relatively flat." 

"I am a great believer in giving all 

Jim Paton has been appointed a subject 
assessor in turf modules with scotec, 
the body set up to take over city and 
guilds exams in Scotland. This involves 
visits to the colleges which are offering 
the modules in his group to ensure that 
teching and assessment is in accord-
ance with the standards set out by the 
scottish vocational educational 
council. 
Jim also says 
"We have Dormie House Accommoda-
tion at West Kilbride and extend a wel-
come to any Greenkeeper or friend who 
may be attending the 1989 open at troon 
to come and play the course here" 

BIGGA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This will be held on Tuesday, 28th February, 1989 
at 2.30 pm in 

The Royal York Hotel, York 
immediately adjacent to the Railway Station 


