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this report that much is already happening and 
much is planned. Within the Association there 
is enthusiasm and optimism. Outside the 
Association, it must be said that we have some 
way to go. We will need to talk to the other major 
Organisations within golf, seeking to see how 
best we can co-operate in promoting the cause of 
greenkeepers. Although critical voices can be 
heard, it is my view that the way forward will 
include a professional working relationship 
with both the PGA and the PGA European Tour. 
They are often ready to talk of the need for 
better greenkeeping - now surely is their 
opportunity to join with us in ensuring this 
happens. We will certainly need to make many 
more golf clubs aware of the Association's 
existance and the benefits of membership for its 
greenkeepers. We will need to establish positive 
relations with the media. In relationships with 

other organisations and companies, both within 
and outside golf, there will be no short cuts or 
doing what is expedient - the Board will make 
decisions it considers to be in the best interests 
of the Association - however difficult these may 
prove on occasions. The quality of golf depends 
on the course and its condition. This is all-
important. The greenkeeper is therefore 
important within the game although this has 
not always been reflected in past attitudes. The 
new Association will seek to establish a 
professionalism throughout greenkeeping and 
an enhanced status for greenkeepers within the 
game in general. We will listen, talk and take 
advice but in the final analysis, we must be 
allowed to be independent and make our own 
way forward. I feel sure that 1988 will be a year 
of real progress and development". 

Neil Thomas 
Executive Director. 

"FENDRESSr 
THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS 
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES 

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt 
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free 
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens 

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for 
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality. 

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15, 
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC. 
PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your 
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat 
("Fenpeat") in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow. 
Screened Loam, etc. 

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices. 

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court, 
Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LEI 6 7NL. 
Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346. H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd. 342, Selbourne Road, 

Luton, Beds. LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262 

Howard Swan Limited 
require 
A CONSTRUCTION MANAGER and ASSISTANT MANAGER 
for the construction of Turkey's first golf course 12 month contract, previous construction 

and irrigation experience essential write in confidence, with full details to:-
Howard Swan, 

Little Dukes, 
The Street, Roxwell, Essex. CM1 4PE 
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Greenkeeping today ... 
GREENKEPING practices and, 
with them, the condition of 
our courses, seem very 
vulnerable to a cyclic pattern 
of slow recovery from 
disasters directly caused by 
the enthusiasms of the 
unqualified, only to rapidly 
deteriorate again on a ten year 
pattern, sacrificed yet again to 
the short sighted interests of 
minorities who have neither 
the training nor the 
understanding to see the whole 
picture. Virtually none of 
these self styled experts can 
even identify one grass from 
another. 
Many of those responsible for 

disastrous policies and their 
effects on course condition 
base their advocacy of wrong 
treatments on theories and 
practices they have seen 
implemented in other 
countries, notably the United 
States. Such policies maybe 
effective for those areas where 
they have evolved to meet 
special problems, e.g. severely 
arid conditions, as found in 
the Middle East, but they are 
not relevant to conditions in 
Britain and most European 
countries. 
Greenkeeping in Britain is 

not a complicated study, 
neither is it an exact science, 
but it obeys logical and easily 
understood rules. We are 
concerned, admittedly under 
wide ranging conditions, with 
the cultivation and 
encouragement of two grass 
species, fescue and bent and 
the discouragement of a third, 
Poa Annua. A weed has been 
described as "a very successful 
plant out of place" and with its 
track record of colonisation of 
bare ground and taking over 
fine turf areas and its 
ubiquity all over temperate 
zones of the world, Poa Annua 
must be one of the most 
successful weeds of all time! 

When discussing criteria of 
quality - in every aspect of life 
let alone greenkeeping - there 
is a choice between laying 
down the law without 
explanation or arguing the 
reasons behind statements, 
which may create more 
confusion than conviction. 
However if we talk about good 

and bad greenkeeping 
methods, and good ancfbad 
course condition, 
explanations and definitions 
are unavoidable. IT IS THE 
END RESULT RATHER THAN 
THE METHOD ITSELF WHICH 
MUST BE OUR YARDSTICK. 
Perfection is difficult to 
achieve, but it is clearly 
impossible if there is no 
agreement on the definition of 
perfection. The first step must 
be to define these standards in 
the broadest terms. 
The simplest definition is 

that good golf courses should 
provide ideal conditions of 
play all the year round, or as 
near to 365 days a year as 
severe frost or snow cover 
permits, but remember we are 
talking about Britain. Good 
conditions mean fine textured, 
firm yet resilient, dry and well 
drained putting surfaces; tees 

which are almost identical to 
greens save only in height of 
cut; and fairways which 
provide fine wiry turf, giving 
tight lies, only from which can 
control i.e. backspin, be 
imparted to the ball, since if 
grass gets between ball and 
clubface, the end result is a 
flier and no control. 
Sadly these conditions do not 

always appeal to all members. 
We are told in a dry summer 
that the greens are too firm 
and why isn't the water, for 
which the members paid so 
much, used to make the greens 
hold better? If those in charge 
give in to these demands the 
result is thatch and many 
weeks of temporary greens in 
winter. 
It is beyond argument that 

annual meadow grass cannot, 
even in the mildest of winters, 
give good surfaces, especially 
towards the end of winter. In 
fact, the more open the winter, 
the more play and wear, and 
the thinner and bumpier the 
turf becomes. This is totally 
unsurprising as annual 
meadow grass has, despite its 
varied forms, a very short life-
cycle and by the end of winter 
is dying on its feet. It also has 

"The encouragement of two grasses fescue and bent" 

by Jim Arthur 



soft non-fibrous leaves and 
wears badly, as well as being 
susceptible to disease, not least 
the dreaded Anthracnose or 
Die Back, which hits annual 
meadow grass under low 
fertility conditions, thus 
giving those in charge the 
impossible choice between 
feeding and ensuring totally 
dominant annual meadow 
grass greens or continuing with 
a sensibly restricted nitrogen-
only fertiliser policy, ending 
up, temporarily at least, with 
bare greens and irate members. 
Assessment of quality is 
difficult because there are so 
many different standards. The 
tournament professional 
wants something vastly 
different from the average 
member and cares not one whit 
if the greens are killed by 
shaving them to achieve his 
ideas of perfection for one week 
out of fifty two. The poorer 
player likes holding greens 
and, perhaps being a fair 
weather golfer, is unimpressed 
by arguments about the 
inevitable corollary of soft 
thatchy bogs all winter. The 
spectator-golfer comments 
favourably on colour - the "nice 
and green" school. I fear it is 
only the minority who value 
the old standards as pearls 
beyond price, and indeed such 
traditional standards are 
getting harder to find each 
year. 
Courses tarted up for 

professional events may look 
attractive to those brought 

up to understand that "green is 
great" and indeed such 
presentation may hide a host 
of major troubles. Sadly, 
however, as troughs invariably 
follow peaks, the penalty for 
such artificiality is to see 
serious deterioration for many 
weeks or months afterwards. 
Having failed to achieve fast 

greens by cultivating fine 
grasses, we then find demands 
by ignorant golfers to shave 
greens down to 1 / 8th inch for 
months on end in a misguided 
and vain attempt to emulate 
the unrealistically fast putting 
surfaces manufactured for 
televised tournament golf 
worldwide. These people fail to 
take into account the vastly 
different climate, financial 
resources, intensity of play, 
staffing and machinery levels 
and a host of other factors in 
other golfing countries and 
that such shaving is not 
possible for prolonged periods 
anywhere in the golfing world. 
It is, I think, safe to say that in 

Britain there are more courses 
in poor order for some part of 
the year than consistently 
play well all the year round. 
The wrong reasons are 
advanced by many for this 
regrettable state of affairs. We 
are told that the all year round 
excellence of such courses as 
Walton Heath and Lindrick, to 
quote but two, is due to their 
being on sandy free draining 
soil". The only sand at Walton 
Heath is in the bunkers and 
the greens at both courses are 

laid out on heavy calcareous 
clay, admittedly overlying 
chalk or limestone. 
The real reason for excellence 
at any course is not hard to 
find. It is, in one word, 
continuity - a combination of 
members wanting the best and 
one amiable dictator seeing 
that they get it. That dictator 
may be a course manager, if he 
has the power, a devoted and 
permanent chairman/ 
convener of a green committee, 
or even secretaries or the 
chairman of a proprietary 
club. Perfection in my 
experience is never found 
where policies change with 
changing committees. The best 
green committee consists of 
one person. 
Howard Keele who asked to be 

chairman of green at his local 
club, on the grounds that to 
anyone who could sort out 
J.REwing, handling the 
average club member would be 
child's play. He accepted, 
provided that the green 
committee was made up of 
uneven numbers, and three was 
too many!. 
Sadly our Horatios, subject to 

constant complaints and yet 
receiving very little praise 
when things go well or even 
recognition of their time and 
energy consuming tasks, 
eventually despair and go, and 
then the snapping terriers at 
their heels see a God-sent 
opportunity to impose their 
ideas, and the result is disaster 
and another course is lost. 

"Good golf course should provide ideal conditions of play all the year round*1 



USE THE PROFESSIONALS 
YOU WONT BE DISAPPOINTED! 

ROOKERY PARK 

ASPLEY GUISE 

BUNGAY 

THE WELCOME HOTEL 

COTTESMORE 

ROYAL JERSEY 

MOOR PARK 

HAVERHILL 

CHANNELS 

THE WARREN 

LITTLE HAY 

STISTEDIN 

IN ACTION AT LA MO YE 

ô|C|C Lands Maintenance Ltd 
37 ROMAN WAY, TURPINS RIDE, HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK. CB9 ONG TEL: 0440 62369 

JACOBSEN 
GREENS KING" IV AND 
TRI-KING" TRIPLEX MOWERS 
M e e t the top professionals on t h e c o u r s e — t h e J a c o b s e n G r e e n s King IV and 
Tri-King 1471 triplex mowers . 

Tri-King 1471 Tr imming M o w e r 
• 3 - w h e e l d r i v e fo r s u p e r i o r h i l l 
c l i m b i n g ab i l i t y 
• H y d r a u l i c ree l l i f t f o r b e t t e r p r o d u c -
t i v i t y w i t h less e f f o r t 
• H y d r a u l i c t r a c t i o n d r i v e — n o b e l t s t o 
s l i p o r ad jus t 
• Easy m a i n t e n a n c e — e a s y a c c e s s t o 
e n g i n e , q u i c k be l t r e p l a c e m e n t 
• A u t o - t y p e d r u m b r a k e s fo r h i l l 
h o l d i n g ab i l i t y 
• C h o i c e of 5 - o r 1 0 - b l a d e ree ls , 
f l o a t i n g o r n o n - f l o a t i n g fo r q u a l i t y c u t 
• I s o l a t i o n m o u n t e d e n g i n e f o r l e s s 
v i b r a t i o n a n d n o i s e 
G r e e n s King IV G r e e n s M o w e r 
• S m o o t h r u n n i n g , r u g g e d 16.5 h p d i e s e l 
e n g i n e s , o r c h o o s e g a s 
• S u p e r b q u a l i t y o f c u t e v e n o n 
u n d u l a t i n g g r e e n s 

• O p t i o n a l Turf G r o o m e r ™ a t t a c h m e n t fo r 
faster hea l th ie r g reens w i t h o u t l o w e r i n g c u t 
• P o w e r b a c k l a p p i n g ( s t anda rd e q u i p m e n t ) 
k e e p ree l s s h a r p l o n g e r 
• Fu l l l i ne o f a t t a c h m e n t s a n d a c c e s s o r i e s 
fo r c o m p l e t e g r e e n s c a r e 

J a c o b s e n t r i p l ex m o w e r s — p a r t o f a fu l l l i ne o f 
J a c o b s e n e q u i p m e n t fo r pa rks , c o u n c i l a n d 
go l f c o u r s e m a i n t e n a n c e : s m a l l a n d m e d i u m 
w a l k - b e h i n d m o w e r s , g r o o m i n g too l s , g r e e n s 
and fa i rway e q u i p m e n t , gang mowers , large tur f 
t r a c t o r s a n d s p e c i a l p u r p o s e v e h i c l e s . S e e 
t h e m al l . Cal l : K i n g ' s L y n n ( 0 5 5 3 ) 7 6 3 3 3 3 . 

JACOBSEN 
D I V I S I O N O F T E X T R O N L I M I T E D 
B e r g e n Way, K i n g ' s Lynn , 
N o r f o l k P E 3 0 2 J G 
© J a c o b s e n Div is ion of Textron Inc. 1988 



The control of vegetation and its 
associated problems calls for 
professional management and 
cost effective solutions. 
Environmental Products supply 
a wide range of herbicides, 
fungicides and insecticides, as 
well as products to control moss 
and to restrict grass growth. 
In addition to the range of 
pesticides, ancilliary products 
including "Dyon" spray 
colourant, "Lurmark" filters and 
nozzles, knapsack sprayers, 
granule applicators and 
dispensing pumps are 
available. 
The key is the provision of a 
service and range that is 
second to none. To assist in 
training and education, 
Environmental Products have 
also produced a wealth of 
information for the professional. 

Information 
Service 

For further information or advice on 
specific problems, contact your 
usual supplier or Environmental 
Products at the address below. 

MAY & BAKER 
Environmental Products Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Tel: (0277) 261414. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 

A comprehensive range of literature 
incorporates six professional guides 
and three training videos. 
Details of videos, booklets and 
further information on any of the 
products may be obtained from your 
usual supplier. 
SUPERTOX 30 
contains 2, 4-D/mecoprop 
SERITOX TURF 
contains dichlorprop/MCPA 
MILDOTHANE T U R F LIQUID 
contains thiophanate-methyl 
ROVRAL GREEN 
contains iprodione 
ROVRAL GRANULES 
contains iprodione 
SUPER MOSSTOX 
contains dichlorophen 
CASTAWAY PLUS 
containsthiophanate-methyl/ l indane 
CROSSFIRE 
contains chlorpyrifos 
MOWCHEM 
contains mefluidide 
CLEARWAY 
contains simazine/aminotriazole/ 
ammonium thiocyanate 
SPASOR 
contains glyphosate 
A l l o t h e r b r a n d n a m e s a r e t r a d e m a r k s . 
C R O S S F I R E is a p r o d u c t of T h e D o w 
C h e m i c a l C o m p a n y , s o l d u n d e r l i cence . 
S P A S O R is a p roduc t of M o n s a n t o PLC., 
so ld u n d e r l icence . 
M O W C H E M c o n t a i n s m e f l u i d i d e w h i c h is a 
p r o d u c t of G o r d o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l so ld u n d e r 
l icence . 
D Y O N is a p roduc t of T h e R e g a l C h e m i c a l 
Co. , so ld u n d e r l icence . 
L U R M A R K is a p roduct of L u r m a r k Ltd, 
so ld u n d e r l icence . 



YOU 
AND 

sisis 
o 

PERFECT 
TEAMWORK 

Europe's Leading 
Designers & Manufacturers of 

Sports Ground Maintenance Machinery 

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD., 
Shoresclough Works, 
Hulley Road, 
Macclesfield, £ 3 1 1 8 5 1 
Cheshire, SK102LZ 
Tel. 0625 26363 E i l E S ? 



RFE ToM Oltelftfeo^ Q@ to !Pir(ofe©0®[niiiD§ 
Colhook Industrial Estate, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9EJ 

NEW & USED TRACTORS AND GRASS CUTTING 
MACHINERY 

ALLEN NATIONAL 68 (CHOICE OF 2) 
CUSHMAN TRUCKSTER 4 WHEEL 
CUSHMAN TRUCKSTER 3 WHEEL 
CUSHMAN TOP DRESSER 
RANSOMES SPORTSCUTTERS 3 & 5's 
RANSOMES TM80 AERATOR 
RANSOMES 213D , C REG 
SISIS AUTO ROLL 
ISEKI 2160 TRACTOR C/W BACK 
HOE & FRONT BUCKET 
FORD 1910 

20" AUTO CERTES (CHOICE OF 2) 
GREENS HYDRAULIC 3 
RANSOMES 214 FLOATING HEADS 
RANSOMES VERTI-CUT 
KUBOTA B 8200 
VICTA 700 
TORO 52 
SHANKS TRAILED 3 
LLOYDS 5 TARKOVERS* 
RANSOMES 180 FLOATING HEADS 
RANSOMES 180 FIXED HEADS 

Ask for demonstration of the new Bunton Triplex Greens Mower 
WE BUY Am SELL MACHINERY ALWAYS WILLING TQ TAKE PART 

EXCHANGE 
Tel: M2878 532 

N E E D A N E W I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M , O R S E R V I C E O N Y O U R 
E X I S T I N G O N E ? 

Watermat ion can provide 1st class service both on our own manufactured equipment 
and other makes. We have large stocks of spares and a full team of trained service 
engineers equipped with car phones to give you the best possible service. 

W a t e r m a t i o n Ltd., M o n u m e n t W a y E., Woking , Surrey U U 2 1 5LY. Telex: 8 5 9 2 2 4 F L E X O N G. Tel: W o k i n g ( 0 4 8 6 2 ) 7 0 3 0 3 / 2 1 0 0 9 
or Stir l ing ( 0 7 8 6 ) 70252 , or Dubl in (1 ) 7 8 9 5 0 1 or Paris ( 1 ) 47 06 04 19. 



ANNUAL MEADOW GRASS ELIMINATED! 
Introducing from Lindum -P.A.F. - Poa Annua Free seeded turf for golf and bowling greens. ^ 
Now you can buy turf for your 

greens with confidence. 
A pure, clean sward of 

fescue/bent with no ugly 
annual meadow grass. 
A perfect start for a perfect 
green and with the right management 
that's how it will stay! 

RA.F is grown on sandy soil. 
Crucial where todays pressure on play 
demands highest drainage standards. 

PA.E complements modem sand-
based green constructions - giving more 
play with better performance. 

r your PAF 
P O A - A N N U A - F R E E 

I RA.F is just one of a range of 
grades from Lindum Seeded Turf. All 
grown using the top-rated S.TR.I. varieties. 

PA.F - a breakthrough by 
Lindum in seeded turf 
production. A result of 
Lindums continued 
commitment to research 
and development. 

Nothing but the best turf. Everytime. 
For more information, contact 
Tim Fell on 065 261 329 or send for our 
colour brochure now. 

LINDUM 
F O R L A N D S C A P E A N D L E I S U R E 

H.RFell & Sons Ltd., Worlaby House, Worlaby, Brigg. South Humberside. 



Maxwell Hart 
set the standard 

FOLLOWING their recent 
appointment as the sole UK 
distributor of The Standard 
golf range of golf course 
equipment and accessories, 
Maxwell Hart can now provide 
all a club's requirements from 
tee to green, to a level of 
product quality not previously 
available in this country. 
In the USA, where Standard 

Golf products are 
manufactured, the range is 
market leader with a proven 
reputation for innovative 
design, high level 
workmanship and materials, 
and long term durability with 
even the most mundane items 
of equipment. 
The range includes tee 

markers and signs, ball washer 
consoles, shoe cleaners, 
bunker rakes, flagstaffs and a 
whole variety of flag designs, 
litter baskets, hole cups, 
putting green equipment and 
lots more. 
Standard Golf Products, 

however, really prove one 
point over everything else; 
good quality doesn't always 
cost the earth - you will find 
they are very competitively 
priced. 
For further details contact: 

Richard S Tigwell on (0734) 
785655. 

THE increasing demand for the 
game in UK and Europe is 
meaning increased activity for 
those who specialise in 
building golf courses. 
Members of the British 

Association of Golf Course 
Constructors report they were 
responsible for nearly 80% of 
all new constructions in 
Britain in 1987. Member 
companies worked at a large 
number of locations, including 
Lytham St. Annes, St. 
Andrews, Goodwood (Brian D 
Pierson), The Berkshire, 
Gosfield Lake, High Wycombe 
(Golf Landscapes), Collingtree 
(Southern Golf), Kings Langley, 
Goring and Streatley (Land 
Unit Construction). 

Members also worked 
extensively in Europe, Austria, 
West Germany, Portugal, 
Greece and France. 
Optimism is high for a busy 
1988 both at home and abroad, 
and perhaps most notably Golf 
Landscapes will build the new 
South Course at Wentworth, 
and Brian Pierson will further 
alter some of St Andrews 
hallowed holes. 
The Association has been 

enlarged by the addition of new 
provisional members in 
Blakedown Landscapes and 
Sportsworks, from Scotland 
and with new associate 
members in Patrick Tallack, 
Owl Consulting (Hong Kong), In 
Turf, Wright Rain and Howard 
Swan, and all members now 
look forward to an exciting 
year. 
Further information from: 

The Secretary, BAGCC (0245) 
48640. 

All change 
for the ladies 
THE Women's Professional 
Golf Association has been 
given the go ahead to 
establish an independent 
company, subject to contract 
agreements being reached with 
the PGA. 
The break-away move by the 

women was agreed at a special 
meeting of the Professional 
Golfers' Association held at 
The Belfry, subject to 
agreement being reached by the 
Board and the WPGA 
committee as to the transfer of 
assets and the release of the 
contractual obligations of the 
PGA. 
The women will then form 

their own limited company 
which will be known as the 
Women Professional Golfers' 
European Tour Ltd. (WPG Euro-
pean Tour) and will operate out 
of the PGA's Headquarters 
until it can establish its own 
offices. 
The site of the tour's new 

offices has yet to be confirmed 
following several approaches 
from golf clubs throughout the 

country, but it is hoped it will 
be finalised as soon as possible 
and certainly long before the 
end of the eight month transit-
ional period in December. 
Joe Flanagan, former director 

of the Carrolls Irish Open, has 
been appointed as Tom-
Executive of the WPG European 
Tour. 

Anew mower 
NEW from Turfland 
Professional Ltd is the Brouwer 
5-gang tractor mounted mower. 
The Brouwer range of turf-care 

machinery has a first-rate 
reputation for quality and 
reliability and the latest 
tractor mounted reel mower is 
loaded with exciting new 
features and options. The golf 
course model is fitted with 
floating heads to cope with 1/2 
inch fine cut to 2 inch rough 
cut. No lengthy adjustments 
are needed, just a flick of a 
lever. Optional brushes are 
also available which virtually 
eliminate tractor tracks from 
fairways. 
The most outstanding features 
of the new lightweight mower 
include simple one man 5 
minute operation to detach the 
rear mowing units and release 
the tractor for other duties, full 
5-gang operation with 4-gang 
and 3-gang modes for tight 
spots, simple bedknife to reel 
setting via one adjustment 
bolt, four-wheel drive 
traction, hydrostatic 
transmission and finger-tip 
controls for easy raising and 
lowering of cutting units or for 
transportation. 
The result is a quality mower 

that is economical, versatile 
and dependable. Turfland 
Professional, sole UK 
distributors of the Brouwer 
range of machinery, provide a 
first-class spares facility and 
back-up service through their 
nationwide team of 
representatives. 
For further information 

contact Janet Watmore 
Turfland Professional 
Equipment Limited on 
(09286) ¿61. 



Lindum launched 
"POA ANNUA FREE" turf is the 
fervent desire of all green-
keepers and now this is not 
only possible but guaranteed! 
Under the brand name of 
Lindum seeded turf, H.R Fell & 
Sons Ltd are producing a seeded 
turf with a 80% fescue 20% 
bent mix which is guaranteed 
free of annual meadow grass. 
Fells have been large scale 
agricultural and horticultural 
growers for the past 30 years. 
In 1983 they started to grow 
turf and production has 
doubled each year since then. 
The company's philosopy has 
been to produce the right 
product at the right price. 
However, until recently the turf 
was not produced to a high 
enough quality due singly to 
the problem of annual meadow 
grass. The turf is grown on 
sand with 80% of the particle 
size between 0.5-0.125mm 
diameter. Much work has been 
done to eradicate this weed and 
success has been achieved. 
Greenkeepers can now get what 
they have been asking for and 
the player has the best surface 
on which to putt. 
The company were naturally 

reticent when asked how this 
has been achieved, saying that 
it is as a result of carefully 
husbandry, the judicious use of 
herbicides and much time and 
patience. 
For more information on PAF 

contact Tim Fell (065261) 329. 

Producing 
professionals 
THE National Turfgrass 

% Council is holding a workshop 
at Pershore College, Worcs, on 
Friday 17th June entitled 
"Producing professionals: 
Turfgrass Education in the 
'go's". Many changes are taking 
place in the national system of 
training and education and 
leisure and recreation manage-
ment is expanding both in 
numbers and skills. The educa-
tion committee of the NTC has 
been closely concerned with 
several recent developments, 
including the preparation of a 

BTEC diploma in turf science 
and sportsground management 
and the integration into 
managerial training of the new 
award "Master of Sportsturf 
Management (IOG)". 
Here is an opportunity to find 

out what is happening in 
turfgrass education today. The 
cost is £29 (incVAT). 
Details from: John Shildrick, 

Secretary NTC, 3 Ferrands 
ParkWay, Harden, Bingley, W. 
Yorks (0274) 565131. 

THE initial three months has 
seen an extremely encouraging 
beginning to Howard Swan's 
management practice. 
Construction management 

continues for Bovis Internatio-
nal at the new Sao Lourenco 
Golf Course, Quinta do Lago, 
Portugal, which open's for play 
this summer. In conjunction 
with this, a management con-
tract to administer the main-
tenance of the course is being 
effected, with Peter Wisbey as 
golf course superintendent. 
Also at Quinta do Lago, Howard 
Swan Ltd are managing the 
construction of a further nine 
holes for Shell Portugal which 
will bring the courses in this 
prestigious resort to 54 holes. 
Elsewhere in the Algarve, a 

nine hole course at Pinecliffs, 
for golf course architects 
Hawtree & Son and including a 
Sheraton Hotel, is being built 
under this company's 
management. Superintendent 
Steve Richardson, late of 
Cobtree Manor Golf Club, in 
Kent, is supervising the 
preparation and planting prior 
to becoming the managing 
superintendent. 
They have also secured 

contracts for the construction 
management of two new 

courses in West Germany. One, 
near Stuttgart, for German golf 
course architect, Reinhold 
Weisshaupt, is about to begin 
and will be supervised by David 
Lucas, until recently golf 
course manager at the Tyther-
ington club, Macclesfield. 
The company has also been 
engaged to build Turkey's first 
golf course for Hilton Hotels 
International near Izmir, some 
400 miles south of Istanbul. 
The architects for the new 
country club are Hawtree & 
Son, in association with Land 
Design Research Inc., and 
works will commence in June. 

New executive director 
at PGA 
JOHN UNDSEY, the 41 year old 
businessman who has been 
involved in golf organisation 
and promotion for nearly 
twenty years, has been appoin-
ted the new executive director 
of the PGA, starting his new 
role at National Headquarters 
at The Belfry on May 9th. 
His most recent role was as the 

tournament manager to 
initiate the Dunhill Cup. 
Commenting on his 

appointment, he said: "One of 
the first things that has to be 
done is to restore the feeling 
that the PGA is the overall 
body responsible for the 
welfare of all its members 
whether the newest young 
assistant or the oldest senior 
member, and also to restore its 
eminent position in the game 
and to take advantage of the 
boom the game is currently 
enjoying in Europe for the 
benefit of the Association. 
I would like to see the PGA set 
the standards for those who 
make a living from golf." 

BLACK FEN 
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