
BUYERS' GUIDE 
BARK AND BARK BASED 
PRODUCTS 
Camiand Products Ltd., 
Fordham House, Fordham, Cambs. CB7 5LN 
Tel: 0638 721100 Telex: 81254 
Me (court Industrie« U mi ted, 
Three Cups House, 5 Church Street, Tetbury, 
Glos. GL8 8JG Tel: 0666 52711 or 53919 
Telex: 43144 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 
COURSE ARCHITECTS 
fuH members 
J. Hamilton Stutt -Hamilton Stutt & Co. 
Bergen 12, Bingham Ave, Poole, 
Dorset, BH14 8NE Tel: 0202 708406 
Donald Harradine, 
CH 6987, Caslano, Switzerland. 
Tel: 091 711561 
Fred Hawtree. Martin Hawtree -
Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, 
Oxford, OX7 1TQ Tel: 0993 811976 
Donald Steel, 
The Forum, Stirling Road, Chichester, 
West Sussex, P019 2EN Tel: 0243 531901 
Tom McAuley, 
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co.Down, 
N. Ireland, BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953 
Peter Harradine, 
P.O.Box 1165, Sharjah, United Arab 
Emirates. Tel: 009716 356446 
Provisional 
Simon Gidman, Peter Bedchambers, 
Steven McFariane, Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon. 
OX7 1TQ Tel: 0993 811976 
Alistair Rae, 
26 Tannoch Road, Uplawmoor, 
Glasgow, G78 4AD Tel: 050 585 371 
Stefen Quenouille, c/o Tom McAuley, 
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, C.Down, N.lreland 
BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953 
Cameron Sinclair, 
Marsh Watson PTY. Ltd, P.O.Box 136, 
Nerang. Q.4211, Australia Tel: 075 58 4733 
Overseas full 
Eddie Hackett, 
28 Ailesbury Drive, Dublin 4, Eire. Tel: Dublin 
691592 
Joan Dudok Van Heel, Beukenlaan 4, B-
1640, St. Genesius-Rode, Nr. Brussels, 
Belgium Tel: 02-3583387 
Pier Mancinefli, 21 Via Achille Pepa 
00195, Rome, Italy. Tel: 06-36036-35 
Jan Sederholm, S 252 34 Hebingborg. 
K. Kristoffersg 3A, Sweden. Tel: 042-371-84 
Overseas (provisional) 
Kurt Robknecht, Dennenmoos 5a, 8990 
Lindau-Bad, Schachen, Germany 
Tel ̂ >8382-230-05 
R. Berthet, 57-59 Rue Lhomond, 75005, 
Paris, France. Tel: (1) 336-77-50 
Honorary members 
G.S. Cornish, Fiddlers Green, Amherst, 
Mass. 01002 USA. 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 
COURSE CONSTRUCTORS 
Golf Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, 
Essex. CM 15 9SR Tel: 0277 73720 
Land Unit Construction Ltd., 
Folly Farm, Hanslope, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK19 7BX Tel: 0908 510414 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
Homestead Farm, Ring wood Road, 
Three Legged Cross, Winrtooume, 
Dorset. BH21 6QY Tel: 0202 822372 
Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd., 
9 Old Square, Warwick, Warwickshire, 
Tel: 0926 492898 
Blakedown Landscape and Civil 
Engineering Contractors, 
Wares ley Green, Hartlebury, Worcs. Tel: 
0299 251600 
Landform, Beechfield Farm, 42 Moor Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire. SK9 6AP Tel: 0625 
533996/7 
Sportworks Ltd., 
Wardhouse Road, Montrose, DD10 9ES Tel: 
0674 73900 
BRITISH TURF IRRIGATION 
ASSOCIATION 
Full and Provisional members 

Full Members 
Bell Turf md Irrigation Services, 
Milners Holt, Evert on, Don caster, DN10 5DR 
Tel: (0777) 817410 
British Overhead Irrigation Ltd., 
The Green, Upper Halliford, Shepperton, 
Middlesex. TW17 8RY Tel: (09327) 88X1/4 
Cameron Irrigation 
(A Division of Wright Rain Ltd.), 
Harwood Ind. Est, Littlehampton, West 
Sussex. BN17 7BA Tel: (0903) 713985 
Flanderblade Ltd., 
20 Whiteacre, Littlehampton, West Sussex. 
BN17 7JA Tel: (0903) 724545 
Golf Landscapes Irrigation, Golf 
Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, Essex. 
CM15 9SR Tel: (0277) 73720 
Irrigation and Leisure Services, 
34 Station Road, Nassington, Peterborough, 
PE8 6QB Tel: (0780) 782375 
Irrigation and Slurry Services, 
Louvain, Quavey Road, Redlynch, Wiltshire, 
SP5 2HH Tel: (0725) 20377 
North Staffs Irrigation Co., 
Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone, 
Staffordshire. Tel: (0785) 812706 
Par 4 Irrigation, 
Ash Grove Ind. Est, Ripon, N. Yorkshire. 
Tel: (0765) 2175 
Rain Bird Europe, SARL, BP 72-13762, 
Les Milles, France Tel: (010 33 42) 244461 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co., 
21 Paget Road, Lubenham, Market Har-
borough, Leicestershire. Tel: (0858) 63153 
Sports Turf Services, 
Newbridge Ind. Est., Newbridge, Midlothian, 
EH28 8LE Tel: (031333) 2345 
T & G Turf Irrigation Services, 
8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, N. Yorkshire. 
HG4 2JW Tel: (0765)2941 
Toro Irrigation Lid, 
Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate, 
Christchurch Rd., Ringwood, Hampshire. 
BH24 3SD Tel: (04254) 6261/2 Also Toro 
International Sales Co. - address as above 
Turf Irrigation Services Ltd., 
Betchton.Sandbach, Cheshire. CW11 OTS 
Tel: (04775) 255/6 
Watermation Ltd., Monument Way East 
Woking, Surrey. GU21 5LY Tel: (04862) 
70303^21009 
Watermation (Scotland) Ltd., 
30 Bannockburn Road, St Ninians, Stirling, 
FK7 6BP. Tel: (0786) 70252 
Philip York and Associates, 
P.O.Box 294,Christchurch, Dorset. BH23 8EY 
Tel: (0425) 73892 
Provisional Member 
Prime Watermen Ltd., 
Wangford, Beccles, Suffolk. NR34 8AX. 
Tel: (050278) 481 
For further inquiries please contact: 
John ShikJrick, Secretary, 3 Ferrands Park 
Way, Harden, Bingley, West Yorkshire. BD16 
1 HZ Tel: 0535 273188 
COMPOST 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. Deliveries to any part of UK 
Tel: 061 747 4333 
FERTILISER & TOP DRESSING 
D.O.Hunt Ltd., 
14 Fairfax Road, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ12 6UD Tel: 0626 834499 
GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES 
H. Pattisson & Co. LtdJnc. Bridges 
Pennants. 342 Selbourne Road, Luton, 
Beds, LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262 
Telex: 887916 Contact: Peter Dell 
Tacit, 
Unit 3, 3 Millers Lane, Monks Kirby, Rugby. 
CV23 ORJ Tel: 0788 832166 The very best 
for less in golf course equipment. 
GOLF COURSE CONTRACTOR 
Landscape Maintenance Ltd., 
167 Station Road, West Moors, 
Dorset. Tel: 0202 872549 
GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT 
Allett Mowers Ltd, 
Unit 60, Burkitt Road, Earlstrees Ind.Est., 
Corby, Northants. NN17 2DT 
Tel: 0536 68950 Contact: David Allett 

Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies PLC, 
Nacton Works, N act on Road, Ipswich, Suffolk 
IP3 9QG Tel: 0473 270000 Fax: 0473 270030 
Telex: 98174 Cables: Ransomes Ipswich 
Contact: J.F.R.Wilson/R. Bishop 
Votex Hereford Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 0432 
274361 Telex: 35302 W. Nayler or contact 
your dealer. 
GRASS SEED 
British Seed Houses Ltd., 
Bewsey Ind. Est. Pitt Street, 
Warrington, Cheshire. Tel: 0925 54411 
Contact: Roger Saunders 
Portview Road, Avon mouth, Bristol. 
BS 11 9JH Tel: 0272 823691 
Contact: Michael Warne, 
Camp Road, Swinderby, Lincoln. 
Tel: 0522 86714 
Contact: Philip Adams, Eastfieid Ind. 
Est,Penicuik, Midlothian. 
Tel: 0968 78480 Contact: Michael Shannon. 
Mommersteeg International, 
Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. NN9 5NT 
Tel: 0933 680891 Contact: Michael Perkins. 
IRRIGATION 
see under BRITISH TURF IRRIGATION 
ASSOCIATION 
Flanderblade Ltd., 
20 Whiteacre, Littlehampton, W. Sussex. 
BN17 7JA Tel: 0903 724545 
Supply and installation 
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 
Votex Hereford Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 
(0432) 274361 Telex: 35302 
IRRIGATION PUMPS 
Grundfos Pumps Ltd, 
Grovebury Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire. LU7 8TL Tel: 0525 850000 
Telex: 825544 Fax: 0525 850011 
UME FREE SANDS 
Bucfcland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd., 
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey. 
Tel: 07372 40151 
UTTER BASKETS 
Wire Products (Wales) Ltd, 
Treforest Ind. Est., Pontypridd, 
Glam. Tel: Treforest 044 385 2501 
LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER & 
LIQUID IRON 
Farmura Environmental Products Ltd., 
Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, 
Kent Tel: (023376)241 
Agriland Organic Fertilizer Limited, 
Blue Roof Farm, Throop Road, 
Throop, Bournemouth, BH8 ODW 
LOAM 
C.H. Binder Ltd., 
Embleys Farm, Moreton, Ongar, 
Essex. CM5 OHY Tel: Moreton 246-320 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. Deliveries to any part of the 
UK Tel: 061 747 4333 
PEAT 
Bord na Mona, 
36 King Street, Bristol. BS1 4DP 
Tel: 0272 211666 
PEAT IN BULK 
Bord na Mona, 
36 King Street, Bristol, BS1 4DP 
Tel: 0272 211666 
PEST CONTROL 
KÜmol Mole bah (GC), 
Callisto, Lapley, Stafford, ST19 9JP 
Tel: 0785 840 366 
RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS 
Wilcocks, 
Walker Street, Preston, Lanes. 
Tel: Preston 53068 
RECONDITIONED GRASS CUTTING 
EQUIPMENT 
Greensward Professional Turf 
Machinery, 
Dealers, Harold Terrace, Headingley, Leeds. 
LS6 1PG Tel: 0532 751627 'for free list' 
SAND 
Wettern Brothers U mi ted, 
Rochester Road, Aylesford, Kent. ME20 7DX 
Tel: 0622 62361 Contact: Chris Perkins 
SANDS - HORTICULTURAL & LAWN 

Buck!and Sand & Silica Co. Ltd, 
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey. 
Tel: 07372 40151 
SCREENED TOP-SOIL 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. 
Deliveries to any part of UK 
Tel: 061 747 4333 
SEATS 
Barlow Tyrie Ltd., 
Braintree, Essex. CM77RN 
Tel: Braintree 0376 22505 Telex: 98173 
Fax: Braintree 0376 47052 
(brochure available) 
SEAWEED FERTILISERS 
Sea mac, 
Foundry Lane, Chippenham, 
Wilts. Tel: 0249 652811 
SEM MATURE TREES 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd, 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, 
West Midlands. B92 OJL 
Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING 
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihul, West Midlands. 
B92 OJL Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
TEE MATS 
Carpetition Ltd, 
6 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD2 
2AN Tel: 0484 28777 ("Tufturf" - Synthetic 
Grass Backed Rubber-Porous) 
TOP DRESSING 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd, 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes, Deliveries to any part of UK. 
Tel: 061 747 4333 
TREE GUARDS 
Lenvale Products Ltd, 
Chart Mill, Chart Sutton, Maidstone, 
Kent. Tel: 0622 890909 
TREES & SHRUBS 
Notcutts Nurseries Ltd, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP124AF 
Tel: 03943 3344 
(Incorporating Waterers Nurseries, 
Bagshot, Surrey) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd, 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, 
West Midlands. B92 OJL 
Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
TREE TIES 
Toms Tree Ties, 
Wheeler Street Head corn, Ashford, 
Kent TN27 9SH Tel: 0622 891111 
TRENCHERS 
LD. Bourgein Oxford Ltd, 
Freepost, South Hinksey, Oxford, OX1 5BR 
Tel: 0865 735420 Telex: 83147. Sales, parts, 
mobile trenching sen/ice. 
TRENCHING MACHINES 
A.F.Trenchers Ltd, 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester, Essex. 
C02 9LS Tel: 0206 44411 Contact: 
W.D.Baker 
VERTI-DRAIN HIRE 
Aeration & Drainage Services, 
20 Westminster Close, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. Tel: 0323 506725 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road, 
Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne, Dorset. 
BH12 6QY 
Tel: 0202 822372/824906 
E & S Sports Ground Contractors 
23 Knox Green, Binfield, Bracknell, 
Berks. RG12 5NZ 
Tel: 0344 424081 (Richard Veitch) 
Heronfieid Hire (Solihull) 
Tel: 05645 2597 Moore Sportsfield over-
seeder, Toro and Greensaire aerators. 
S.C.C. Lands Maintenance Ltd., 
37 Roman Way, Turpins Ride, Haverhill, 
Suffolk. CB9 ONG Tel: 0440 62369 
Worth Draining 
Peter Bloodworth, Cornbecks, Irnham, 
Grantham, Lines. NG33 4JQ 
Tel: 0476 84266 



UPDATE 
AT the recent Board meeting, 
there was a general discussion 
on both the location and format 
of our national events and it 
was agreed that I outline the 
overall situation to members. 
The initial programme has 
been drawn up over two years, 
1988 and 1989 with the 
intention of reviewing the 
situation from 1990 onwards. 
National events need long-term 
planning and it was decided, 
given the timespan available, 
that the first national event 
should be held during 
September 1988. It was agreed 

that this would take the form of 
a National Tournament/ 
International Conference to be 
held during the period 26th 
30th September in Scotland. 
For 1989 the Tournament and 
Conference will be held 
separately and the situation 
will be reviewed in terms of 
plans for 1990 and thereafter. 
The other national event will be 
the European Turf Management 
Exhibition to be held in 
Harrogate during the period 
18th - 20th January, 1989 
during the same period in 
subsequent years with a view to 
continuity and expansion as 
well as having regard to the 
facilities available. 
Given that the Exhibition will 
remain in Harrogate, it is the 
intention of the Board that the 
other events be distributed on a 
equitable basis around the 
Regions. With this in mind, the 
National Conference in 1989 
will be held in Cambridge. It is 
intended that the National 
Tournament be held at BIGGA 
Headquarters in August 1989, 
following which a decision will 
need to be taken on whether it 
remains there for future years 
or moves around the Regions. 

Although the South West and 
South Wales region will host 
the final of the Iseki Regional 
Tournament in August this year 
at St. Pierre, Chepstow, the 
Board appreciates the need for 
1990 events to be allocated to 
the southern part of the country 
and thereafter it is envisaged 
that there will be a rotation of 
events on a Regional basis. I 
trust that this clarifies the 
overall situation for members. 

National Tournament 
International Conference 
I have held a further meeting 
with the Scottish Regional Sub-
Committee and the folder for 
the week will be available in the 
near future with all relevant 
information. 
A recent inspection of the 
facilities in Ayrshire confirms 
the view that this really is an 
excellent location for the event 
and the article by John 
Campbell in this issue sets out 
the attractions of the course at 
Ayr Belleisle and the area in 
general. One point to emphasise 
is the range of facilities 
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farmura 1 
The original FARMURA. For use from initial pre-seeding 
through to maintenance. FARMURA TURF improves 
germination, encourages quicker establishment of grass 
seed, root development, tillering and a dense sward 
without undesirable flushes of growth. FARMURA 
TURF encourages fine grasses and can be used in 
ecologically sensitive areas. As a soil conditioner 
FARMURA TURF will increase soil bacteria count 
enabling locked up nutrients to become available to the 
plant. Other benefits include improved drought and 
disease resistance. 
Uses: Reseeding, golf courses, sports pitches, racecourses, 

bowling greens, cricket pitches, land reclamation 
and ecologically sensitive areas. 

faimuia green 
FARMURA GREEN is specially formulated FARMURA 
TURF with the addition of iron and wetting agent. 
Designed particularly for areas needing a high standard 
of presentation and a deep green colour without 
excessive growth. Applications of FARMURA GREEN 
will encourage the development of finer grasses, 
improve drought and disease resistance and increase soil 
bacteria count. 
Uses: Golf greens, bowling greens, tennis courts, lawns, 

golf fairways and racecourses. 

faimuia]^ 
A tailor made product manufactured to your specific 
requirements. FARMURA-N can be formulated with 
other major nutrients to produce a specially balanced 
semi-organic fertiliser to suit your planned nutritional 
programme. Available to your requirement by 
discussion and quotation FARMURA-N offers major 
savings in time and equipment by only making one 
application. 
Uses: Land reclamation, low input management 

programmes. 

FERROSOL 
A major development in liquid iron application. 
FERROSOL, a unique iron-nitrogen bonded complex 
provides a quick green-up of the turf without over 
stimulation of growth and without wheelmarks or 
blackening. FERROSOL in liquid form can be mixed 
easily in water and is immediately available for spray or 
drench application. Ideal for use at any time when turf 
is in need of green-up boost throughout the year. 
Uses: Turf, fine turf, golf greens, bowling greens, tennis 

courts, lawns, shrubs, etc. 

An easily spreadable natural seaweed soil conditioner 
and improver. Applications of FARMGRAN will 
improve soil structure stimulating micro organisms and 
aiding moisture retention. FARMGRAN supplies all 
known trace elements in an organic chelated form for 
rapid assimilation by plants and fills the "fertility gap'' 
so often present under today's high input management 
practices. Can also be incorporated into top dressing. 
Uses: Golf courses, sports fields, landscaping, seeding, 

planting and land reclamation. 

iaimura 
When trees or shrubs are lifted prior to transplanting a 
large proportion of the finer root structure is lost and 
consequently the plant is subject to much stress and 
re-establishment becomes more difficult. FARMURA 
PRE-PLANT is a creamy liquid root dip which reduces 
dehydration of the roots and provides a protecting semi-
permeable skin' protecting the roots from damage yet 
allowing them to breathe and take in moisture. 
Uses: All plant, shrub and tree 

transplanting situations. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCT! A&m 
For further information on any Farmura products, complete the coupon or write to FARMURA Ltd, 
Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, Kent TN27 9DU. Telephone: 023376 241 

All Farmura products are readily available from our nationwide network of regional distributors / ^^ ^y ^ 
/ <C° V ^ 



available to families. The 
Sundrum Castle Holiday Park, 
with its varied choice of 
caravans and general facilities 
including an indoor swimming 
pool and large theatre, is 
particularly attractive for 
families. Just two minutes up 
the road from Ayr Belleisle one 
finds Butlins with plenty to 
keep the children occupied. The 
scene is set for a successful week -
not least in terms of the 
Conference where our speakers 
will reflect an International 
flavour. Your early registration 
with the Scottish Regional 
Office would be appreciated. 

National Conference, 
Cambridge 
This will be held during the 

period 4th-6th April 1989 at 
Queen's College Cambridge. 
Details will appear in the Golf 
Course as they become avail-
able. The number of delegates 
will be restricted and places can 
be secured by forwarding a 
deposit of £15.00 per person to 
Headquarters Office. 

Employment agency scheme 
Registration forms have been 
distributed to those green-
keepers who expressed an 
interest in the scheme as 
detailed in the membership 
package for this year. Any 
outstanding forms should be 
returned as soon as possible. 
Additional forms have been 
distributed to Section 
Secretaries together with 

details and any interested 
greenkeeper should contact his 
Section Secretary. Golf clubs 
are showing considerable 
enthusiasm for the scheme, 
which it is hoped to implement 
within the next few weeks. The 
date of commencement will be 
determined by the response of 
members in terms of 
submitting registration forms -
so if you wish to register for the 
Scheme, please do it today. 
Finally - a reminder - if you are 
interested in attending the 
GCSAA Conference and Show 
in Anaheim on 6th - 13th 
February 1989 - please let me 
know forthwith. 

Neil Thomas 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

A day in the life 
of a greenkeeper's wife 

HAVE you a greenkeeping 
husband who is dedicated to his 
job? Comes and goes at odd 
hours? Worries himself sick if 
a blade of grass is out of place, 
and more often than not comes 
home soaked to the skin? Well, 
I have! 
If you have arranged a day out 
together - forget it. There are 
sheep on the course; or seagulls 
are having an "I'm a pneumatic 
drill" competition in the middle 
of the pond that has suddenly 
appeared on the 8th and that is 
the wrong kind of birdie. 
Well girls, over the years I have 
discovered that - weather 
permitting, of course - if you 
can't beat 'em, join 'em! 
There was one occasion when, 
having a lad on holiday and a 
man in hospital, that 
inevitable urgent job cropped 
up. The weather is just right for 
it and there is a staff shortage. 
Having offered my services, I 
was recruited as a greenkeeper 
for the day. I sallied forth 

"If you canft 
beat femf join 
fem!ff 

armed with wellies and a hat, 
and an eye on that nice green 
machine which seems to do 
everything. Of course, as I am 
so green myself, I couldn't at 
this early stage in my career be 
trusted with the tractor and 
trailer. However, I did get the 
Cushman (plenty of room for 
my flask of coffee) and I 
thoroughly enjoyed driving it. I 
never realised how cold it can 
be riding around on those 
machines, and I was very glad 
to have some gloves in my 
pocket. I followed the tractor 
around, loading top soil, 
shovelling it out again and 
generally supervising a most 
successful day. Which reminds 
me, I don't think I ever got paid! 
Still, it was a labour of love and 
much more interesting than 
doing the housework. Being too 
exhausted to cook the evening 
meal, another treat was in 
store. 
I do have my uses, especially on 
dry summer evenings when the 
watering system has gone on 
the blink and panic stations 
ensue. I've gone past the stage of 
dancing up and down to the 
Rain God and now sit with a 
good book moving the hose pipe 
every twenty minutes. We have 
some marvellous views across 

the bay and there is lots of 
wildlife to watch. Poking about 
in odd areas can be a problem 
though. You see an inviting 
little nook to explore, only to 
find that some idiot has put a 
load of grass cuttings to 
ferment, and you end up knee-
deep in the most evil stinking 
slush imaginable. Back to the 
hose pipe! ° 
I do not play golf myself, and in 
any case one in the family is 
enough. My husband has been 
known to say that courses for 
ladies should be built in the 
desert. If all golf professionals 
were like Omar Shariff, I would 
be inclined to agree with him! 
I think us wives must have 
quite a few tales to tell between 
us. In fact, it might be a good 
idea to have a 'Ladies Page' in 
this magazine, just to keep us in 
the swing of things. 
Mind you, now that my other 
half has become a Regional 
Administrator I suppose the 
demands for my services, 
especially my two-fingered 
typing prowess, will be on the 
increase. The mind boggles! 

by 

Marion Child 



^ ^ g ^ o u r s e Manager at St Pierre 

"DURING my first six weeks at 
St. Pierre in early 1986 I recall 
the courses being frozen so hard 
it was impossible to change any 
of the holes on the greens. It 
wasn't long before I came to 
realise that the job in hand was 
much more challenging than 
any of my previous 
appointments. 
Managing two full-size golf 
courses - the Old and the New -
to the standard capable of with-
standing the normal pounding 
from some 800 members and 
the thousands of visitors 
attracted to the picturesque St. 
Pierre complex is very much a 
full time job. My job is made 
far easier thanks to the support, 
and hard work, of my 
greenstaff. Without the support 
of a dedicated crew, no course 
manager would survive. 
Following an absence of three 
years, 1986 saw St. Pierre's 
famous Old Course once again 
chosen to stage a major Euro-
pean professional tournament -
the new and exciting Epson 
Grand Prix of Europe 
matchplay event. 
The sponsors, of course, 
expected the Old Course to be in 
top condition in time for the 
tournament. Not a tall order 
normally, but there were a 
couple of serious problems to 
contend with during my first 
winter at St. Pierre. The greens 
were predominantly annual 
meadow grass (Poa Annua), and 
had apparently been fertilized 
quite late in the year. They 
were riddled with large 
fusarium scars. 
Poa Annua is very prone to 
fusarium. That's not to say that 
the more desirable Bent grasses. 
(Agrostis), which are the 
indigenous grasses of this area, 
are not affected by fusarium, 

but Poa is far more readily att-
acked. So, when you have the 
situation where meadow grass 
is fertilized late in the year, you 
will always get Fusarium. 
The second problem was that 
there was more of a thatch layer 
in the greens than I would have 
liked. If you have a putting 
surface that is soft under foot 
and imprints, then a smooth 
putting surface cannot be easily 
maintained - a point worth 
thinking about when members 
request extra irrigation to help 
stop balls on greens. 

TEMPTED 

If I had been the sort of course 
manager to press the panic 
button then, perhaps I might 
have been tempted to 'tart up' 
the greens for the Epson with 
heavy applications of fertilizer. 
But my belief is that 
consistently good putting 
surfaces are only achieved by 
sound, long term management. 
I could not apply long term 
management from February to 
May so I decided to aim to 

achieve the smoothest putting 
surfaces possible in the time 
that was available with the 
application of as many light top 
dressings as we could get on to 
the greens prior to the 
tournament. 
St. Pierre was typical of many 
courses in the UK that had been 
over fed and over watered. 
Since the early 70's when auto-
matic irrigation was installed 
in many courses, it has become 
too easy for greenkeepers to 
apply water and fertilizer. 
As soon as greens started 
looking a little pale, on went 
the NPK and water to soak it in. 
Then the greenkeeper could sit 
back and take the praise from 
the members. 
Many greens up and down the 
country were fed like this four 
or five times a year, and so it 
went on, until greens got in the 
sorry state that many are still 
in. 
I had spent some difficult years 
at my last course implementing 
a management policy I believed 
in. I was not about to take any 
shortcuts at St. Pierre just 
Below: 
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because I had a big tournament 
on my hands. There are twelve 
months in the year and it is my 
job to ensure that the courses in 
my charge are in tip-top 
condition for as many of those 
months as possible - not for 
merely one or two special 
weeks. 
I think it is fair to say that 
some greenkeepers over fed 
greens in the firm belief that no 
harm was being done, not 
taking into consideration the 
fact that if more leaf is being 
produced than nature can break 
down, "thatch" build-up is 
inevitable. 

CAREFUL 

Nowadays, greenkeepers are 
much more careful with the use 
of water and fertilizers. This 
situation can be attributed to 
the endeavours of J H Arthur 
who, through his straight 
talking to both greenkeepers 
and greens committees alike, 
has made people stop and think 
about what they are doing. Jim 
Arthur is a man I have a great 
respect for, not only as a friend 
but as the country's leading 
agronomist. 
Having got my first Epson 
Grand Prix over without any 
severe criticism about course 
condition, we embarked upon 
the uphill struggle to improve 
the all year round playability of 
the two courses. I knew this 
would take years rather than 
months to achieve, and that 
brickbats and not bouquets 
would be heading my way for 
quite awhile. 
I have the pleasure of working 
with Jim Arthur at St. Pierre. I 
had studied previous reports 
written by Jim, who is our 
agronomist, to determine 
which of his recommendations 
were in need of being more 
closely followed. 

I decided to increase aeration 
on the fairways in the autumn, 
and on both tees and greens 
throughout the year. 
We aim for a target of 60 passes 
per year on the greens, and as 
often as weather permits on the 
fairways. Aeration definitely 
does the trick, and the puddles 
and ponding which previously 
resulted after heavy rainfall do 
not now occur. You can't aerate 
too often on fairways or greens. 
As long as the aeration slits do 
not open up during dry weather, 
the more aeration the better. 
Obviously, deep aeration gives 
the benefit of getting water 
through the soil. It is also 
necessary to allow air into any 
thatch you may have, because if 
you don't get air into it, it's not 
going to break down. 

CONTROLLED 

Controlled feeding of the greens 
with a mixture of sulphate of 
ammonia, hoof and horn and 
sulphate of iron, twice a year is 
part of the programme; coupled 
with light top dressings of a 
mixture comprising of four 
parts sand and one part Fen soil 
applied every six weeks in the 
growing season. A spray mix of 
sulphate of iron in water is used 
to maintain a reasonable 
colour without creating a lush 
growth of grass. This also helps 
with resistance to fungal 
disease. 
In following this policy we do 
find that the Poa Annua 
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contracts the disease Anthrac-
nose quite badly in the early 
autumn. This often looks very 
worrying, and one does 
suffer a certain amount of 
"stick", but areas of Poa that are 
removed by Anthracnose are 
soon re-colonized with 
Agrostis, and so the process 
goes on. It is important to 
continue top dressing during 
this time to try and maintain 
putting surfaces, and keep your 
head down! I can assure you, it 
is well worth bringing about the 
change in grass species. 
Some time ago I was asked if I 
was trying to introduce a new 
grass species. Was it perhaps 
the hard wearing American 
Pencross grass, I was asked. 
No, I said, I am not introducing 
pencross, or any other new 
grass. What will happen is that 
gradually, very gradually, the 
indigenous Agrostis grass will 
re-colonize itself because the 
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now accepted methods to rid the 
greens of Poa will slowly take 
effect. 
As for Pencross, my personal 
opinion is that it looks quite 
nice from a distance, but I am 
not yet convinced that it likes 
our climate. I have not had any 
experience of managing Pen-
cross greens, but from those I 
have seen at courses such as The 
Belfry, I am not convinced that 
they have managed to retain 
such a high percentage of Pen-
cross in their sward. In fact, the 
last time I played at The Belfry, 
it was evident that the greens 
were becoming predominantly 
Poa, with only small colonies 
of Pencross remaining. 
The only greens that I have seen 
which looked as if they had 
taken well with Pencross, are 
the ones at St. Mellion in 
Cornwall. They were pleasant 
colour, with an even surface 
cover, but I found them slower 
to put on in comparison with 
St. Pierre. 
Whether Pencross will stand 
the closeness of mowing and 
verticutting required to give it 
some pace, coupled with our 
climate, I have yet to be 
convinced. 

GRAND PRIX 

The first week of May 1988, sees 
the Epson Grand Prix being 
staged here at St. Pierre for the 
third successive year. Last year 
we had comments about greens 
being slow. This year, with less 
Poa in the greens, we expect 
them to be quicker, in fact, as 
quick as they can be for the 
time of year. 

"As for Pencross... it looks quite 
nice from a distance, but I am not 
quite convinced it likes our climate/1 

Obviously the sponsors are well 
satisfied with the present state 
of the Old Course. However, it is 
planned to make the course 
more difficult by introducing a 
few new tees to lengthen the 
course. Alterations to three 
greens are also planned, which 
will no doubt make certain of 
St. Pierre's place as a major 
tournament venue. 
I do feel, however, that early 
May is sometimes pushing 
nature somewhat for such a 
major tournament in this 
country; but all you can do is 
your best! 

ATMOSPHERE 

Since being employed by 
Country Club Hotels, who own a 
number of other similar 
complexes in Britain, I have no 
desire to return to a club run 
solely by its members. I enjoy 
the atmosphere of working for, 
and being made to feel part of, 
the team' of a large, and 
successful, golf/hotel leisure 
company. 
Although I am responsible to 
Mr. Geoffrey Glynn-Jones, the 
director of golf for Country Club 
Hotels, I am left to manage my 
own courses, as long as I do not 
exceed the agreed budget. 
As we look on our courses as 
being the main reason that 
people visit St. Pierre, we have 
the sense to ensure that, 
whatever monies are required 
to maintain our high standards 
are made available. Having 
now worked in a strictly 
commercial area, I would find it 
most difficult to go back to a 
working atmosphere where one 
has to follow the instructions of 
a committee, who know little or 
nothing about golf course 
management. 
I have played golf since I was six 
years of age, and still enjoy the 

game. I am always keen to 
extend my knowledge of course 
management by attending 
seminars and conferences. 

RESPONSIBLE 

I was partly responsible for the 
setting up of the EIGGA 
- English and International 
Golf Greenkeepers Association, 
which has since opted to 
amalgamate with two other 
associations to become BIGGA -
British and International Golf 
Greenkeepers Association. I am 
no longer involved, or play an 
active part in Association 
matters, as two golf courses and 
a major tournament take up all 
my time." 
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A follow-up article by David J ones 
on his experiences with the Epson 
Grand Prix in 1988 will appear in 
a future issue. 



First & Foremost 
Bnthe fight for 

•vegetation! 
control 

A comprehensive 
range with a 
quality of service 
that's difficult 
to beat - why 
settle for less? 
For further information or advice on 
specific problems, contact your 
usual supplier or Environmental 
Products at the address below. « RHONE-POULENC 

The control of vegetation and its 
associated problems calls for 
professional management and 
cost effective solutions. 
Environmental Products supply 
a wide range of herbicides, 
fungicides and insecticides, as 
well as products to control moss 
and to restrict grass growth. 
In addition to the range of 
pesticides, ancilliary products 
including "Dyon" spray 
colourant, "Lurmark" filters and 
nozzles, knapsack sprayers, 
granule applicators and 
dispensing pumps are 
available. 
The key is the provision of a 
service and range that is 
second to none. To assist in 
training and education, 
Environmental Products have 
also produced a wealth of 
information for the professional. 

Information 
Service 

Videos and 
Literature 

Environmental Products Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Tel: (0277) 261414. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 

A comprehensive range of literature 
incorporates six professional guides 
and three training videos. 
Details of videos, booklets and 
further information on any of the 
products may be obtained from your 
usual supplier. 
SUPERTOX 30 
contains 2, 4-D/mecoprop 
SERITOX TURF 
contains dichlorprop/MCPA 
MILDOTHANE TURF LIQUID 
contains thiophanate-methyl 
ROVRAL GREEN 
contains iprodione 
ROVRAL GRANULES 
contains iprodione 
SUPER MOSSTOX 
contains dichlorophen 
CASTAWAY PLUS 
containsthiophanate-methyl/lindane 
CROSSFIRE 
contains chlorpyrifos 
MOWCHEM 
contains mefluidide 
CLEARWAY 
contains simazine/aminotriazole/ 
ammonium thiocyanate 
SPASOR 
contains glyphosate 
All other brand n a m e s are t rade marks. 
CROSSFIRE is a product of The Dow 
Chemical Company, sold under licence. 
SPASOR is a product of Monsanto PLC., 
sold under licence. 
MOWCHEM contains mefluidide which is a 
product of Gordon International sold under 
licence. 
DYON is a product of The Regal Chemical 
Co., sold under licence. 
LURMARK is a product of Lurmark Ltd, 
sold under licence. 
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1988 GREENKEEPER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
(NB. Not to be completed by 1987 Members) 

To be returned to: The Executive Director, BIGGA, Sports Turf Research Institute, 
BINGLEY, West Yorkshire. BDI6 1AU. 

FULL NAME , HOME ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

DATE OF BIRTH 

POSTCODE 

NAME OF EMPLOYER ADDRESS 

PRESENT POST DATE OF 
APPOINTMENT 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: 

I wish to be affiliated to the Section (see below). 

I HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL GOLF GREENKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

SIGNED DATE 

Subscriptions are NOT to be sent with this form but will be invoiced separately. 

Fees payable will be: (i) Full Member £25.00 

(ii) 18 years of age and under £12.50 

Sections: 

Scottish Region 

Northern England Region 

Midland and North Wales 

South East 

South West and South Wales 

: North, East, West, Central, Ayrshire. 

North East, North West, Northern, Cleveland, Sheffield. 

East Midland, Midland, East of England, Mid Anglia, 

Berks/Bucks/Oxon. 

: East Anglia, Greater London, Surrey, Sussex, Kent. 

: South Coast, Devon and Cornwall, South West, South Wales. 


