
Ransomes. 
eping the course up to scratch 

and costs under par. 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLC., Nacton Works, Ipswich IP3 9QG Telephone: (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: (0473) 270030 

Ransomes Motor 180, a versatile and highly 
manoeuvrable compact ride-on triple is ideal for mow-
ing tees, approaches and even fairways. There's a 
choice of 7-knife floating head cutting units or 
optional 5-knife fixed head units. It's exceptionally 
manoeuvrable with instant forward and reverse 

hydrostatic drive and 
single rear wheel 
steering. Wide front 
drive wheels and low 
centre of gravity give 
excellent traction and 
stability on slopes, with 
minimum turf compact-
ion. Large capacity 
grasscatchers are also 
available. 

Ransomes Verticut 214 controls lateral surface 
growth of turf on fairways, preventing thatch build-up 
and encouraging new growth so that the surfaces am 
are maintained in peak condition. The floating 
head action of the hydraulically driven 

verticut units follow 
undulations preventing 
damage to the turf. Quick 
tractor attachment and 
narrow transport width 
make it a most cost-
effective machine. 

Ransomes TMV20, is 
the most versatile turf 
maintenance vehicle around. Hydraulically driven, 
it's fast, simple to operate and has remarkably low 
running and maintenance costs. In addition to the big-
capacity, tipping dumpbox, there's a host of 
attachments available from other manufacturers, from 
seeders to rollers, sweepers and aerators. There are few 
maintenance jobs the TMV20 can't handle. 
= Find out more about the cost-effective range 

of Ransomes grass machinery from your local 
dealer, or write to us. 



BIGGA 

1988 ASSOCIATE AND TRADE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
(NB. Not to be completed by Trade and Associate Members who joined during 1987) 

To be returned to: The Executive Director, BIGGA, Sports Turf Research Institute, 
BINGLEY, West Yorkshire. BD16 1AU. 

FULL NAME HOME ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

POSTCODE 

NAME OF COMPANY (where appropriate) PREFERRED MAILING ADDRESS: 

POSITION 

POSTCODE 

Categories: B. 1. Associate Member £25.00 
B. 2. Associate Member including £43.00 

subscription to the 'Golf Course' for 
1 year. 

C. 1. Trade Member £30.00 
C. 2. Trade Member including subscription £48.00 

to the 'Golf Course' for 1 year. 

I HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL GOLF GREENKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

I wish to join as Member in Category 

and I enclose my cheque as indicated above in the sum of £ made payable to BIGGA. 

A receipt will not be issued unless specifically requested. 

SIGNED DATE 



RELIEVE COMPACTED AREAS IMPROVE DRAINAGE 
GREATER ROOT DEPTH 

GREENS, TEES 
NOTHING GOES 

APPROACHES 
DEEPER. 

(ß rían tersen 

(Contractors) Limited 
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road, Three Legged Cross, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 6QY 

Telephone: Verwood 822372 & 824906 (STD 0202) 

WESSEXlC0MPACT10N ? 
Rotary 
Mower 
for rough and semi-rough. 

The Wessex P18 is a robust rotary mower to suit any tractor 
25hp+. A floating headstock with anti-scalp rollers at the front 
ensures a close finish even on ___ 
undulating ground. Three 
overlapping blades give a 
quick clean cut. Rear height 
control wheels are fully 
castoring for 
manoeuvrability. 

For full details: 
WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO. 

Trading Estate, Oakhanger Road., Bordon, Hants., GU359HH Telephone: (04203) 8111 
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AYR is playing host to the 
BIGGA National 
Tournament / Annual 
Conference in September. 
This part of the Scottish West 

Coast enjoys the relaxing 
influence of warm air from the 
Gulf Stream and has much to 
offer delegates, wives and girl 
friends in the way of 
entertainment, sport and other 
tourist attractions. 
The Ayrshire Valleys have a 

Prestwick Old Course. The 
Belleisle golf course is 
considered by many to be one of 
the finest public courses in 
Scotland, and the volume of 
play there is around 60,000 
rounds a year. There is also and 
abundance of fine municipal 
courses, among which are 
Dalmilling and Seafield at Ayr. 
Visiting greenkeepers will be 

able to sample the testing 
qualities of the holes on the 

the Ayrshire Valleys to suit all 
the family. A wide choice of 
accommodation is available. 
Hotels, guest houses, bed and 
breakfast, self catering 
properties, caravans to let, 
caravan and camping parks. 
Detailed information is 
available from the Ayrshire 
Valleys Tourist Board, 62 Bank 
Street, Kilmarnock, KA1 1ER, 
Scotland (Tel) 0563 39090. 
The town of Ayr has a rich 

variety of shops. Places to visit 
must include The Bums Cottage 
and Museum, Alloway. Belleisle 
House Hotel (see front cover) 
was originally the country seat 
of the Glentanar family - the 
immediate surrounds include 
two excellent parkland golf 
courses, an aviary and deer 
park. Those who prefer can take 
one of the many walks in the 
grounds and enjoy the 
celebrated garden. 
BIGGA members should not 

miss the opportunity to visit 
this lovely part of Scotland, 
which is steeped in golfing 
tradition surrounding the 
game. Scottish greenkeepers are 
knowledgeable and proud of 
their profession and 
heritage, and visitors to the 
conference can be assured of 
many interesting discussions 
and exchanges of views in 
addition to a real Ayrshire 
welcome! 

Abbotsford Hotel, one of the many available locally 

Belleisle golf course, which is 
always in fine condition. This 
popular venue has staged many 
professional and amateur 
events in the past. 
There is plenty to do and see in 

by 
IJOHN 
' O & v m e O ^ 

3rd green Bellisle go\f course 

rich tapestiy of history and 
heritage. Over the centuries 
many people have come and 
gone; stone age hunters, bronze 
and iron age farmers, Roman 
soldiers and Viking invaders. 
Cairns, battle sites and 
prehistoric villages are a 
reminder of the many armies 
that have passed through the 
undulating Ayrshire terrain in 
years gone by. 
Many famous names are 

associated with Ayrshire, the 
most notable being Robert 
Burns, a popular hero and great 
literary figure known 
throughout the world. You can 
still visit the small cottage, 
built by his father, where Bums 
was born on 25th January 1795. 
Ayrshire is renowned for its 

famous golf courses and among 
the championship links are 
Turnberry, Royal Troon and 



NOB, »NO CHAINS »NO HYDRAULICS 
SWEEPER/ 
COLLECTOR 

Incredibly eff icient. 
4 , 5 a n d 6 f t models. 
4 brush. (Scari f ier 
a t tachment avai lable) 

Unique 3-Gang Mower for 
15 BHP Tractors and Above 

No more belt and chain adjustments! Time-consuming 
maintenance! Costly repairs! The 220 cuts all that out. 
Gives 84"cut. Cylinder removed in one minute. 3-point 
linkage. Quick attach/detach. Folding mainframe. 
(5-gang version now available). 

(^AGAR 
Agar Equipment Ltd., 
Unit H 7 / 9 , Blackpole Trading Estate, Worcester, 
Worcs WR3 8SG l l i r , T I w ^ 
Tel: 0905 - 5271 7 T e , e x : 3 1 2 2 4 2 MIDTLX G 

Soilife 

RELIEVES 
¿ O M P ^ T f O M 

Huxley Hydraulic Reelmowers for compact tractors prove that 
you don't have to be a heavyweight to be strong. 

So, if your turf could benefit f rom a reduction in pressure, 
without a reduction in performance, please ask us to 
demonstrate. 

We could save you pounds. 

H U X L E Y S G R A S S M A C H I N E R Y 
T H E D E A N , N E W A L R E S F O R D , 
H A N T S S 0 2 4 9 B L , E N G L A N D 
T e l : 0 9 6 2 7 3 3 2 2 2 F a x : 0 9 6 2 7 3 4 7 0 2 
T e l e x : 8 9 4 4 2 6 

Mowers for weight-watchers. 
Not weight-lifters. 



TRAINING -
THE WAY FORWARD 

greerikeepers of small courses. 
"The sooner people realise that 
greenkeeping is not just a 
question of cutting grass, the 
better, and that it is a 
professional occupation that 
requires a great deal of 
knowledge and expertise in turf 
culture. 
"My future as a greenkeeper is 

very promising, with my 
ambitions set on becoming a 
course manager in the not too 
distantfuture. This has been 
possible due to three things: Mr 
BiR Lawson, City and Guilds 
qualifications and BIGGA". 

This is by no means just an 
isolated profile amongst 
Reaseheath students, but it does 
require dedication on the part 
of the young greenkeeper, 
dedication on behalf of his 
supervisor and a commitment 
to training on behalf of the golf 
club management. 
Opportunities are available in 

a fast expanding industry. Old 
and traditional skills are 
necessary, but so are new skills 
in management, budgeting and 
communication. 
Perhaps the case of Mark Lewis 

may prove that by lots of hard 
work, study and commitment, 
attending college and, by no 
means least, being a member of 
BIGGA, you can climb the 
ladder to success. 
Make no mistake, the ladder is 

there to be climbed if you have 
the willpower, the dedication 
and the commitment. 

By Dennis Mortram 
Reaseheath College 
Cheshire 

"During my three and a half 
years there, I have been 
involved with all aspects of 
greenkeeping, from tee and 
green construction to everyday 
maintenance of a golf course, 
all with the expert guidance of 
one of the country's most 
respected head greenkeepers, 
Mr Bill Lawson 
"Mr Lawson has helped me 

tremendously during my time 
as an assistant sharing his 
knowledge with not only myself 
but with all greenstaff at 
HeswalL This has proved 
invaluable to me and has 
shown through as I have just 
been appointed assistant course 
manager at Goodwood Park and 
Country Club near Chichester 
in West Sussex. This is a new 
course designed by Donald Steel 
and built by Brian Pier son, 
which will be opened in 1989. 
"I have also been involved with 

BIGGA, the new greerikeepers 
association; in the north-west 
section as a committee member, 
and recently as section 
secretary. The association is a 
growing professional force 
which is becoming recognised 
within the goljing world, which 
can only be beneficial to all 
greerikeepers -from course 
managers of large golfing 
complexes to trainee 

"DO I really need to wear a 
collar and tie to be a successful 
head greenkeeper?' 
Yes, young man, you do. 

Metaphorically at least, as you 
need to portray the image of a 
supervisor and have the 
communication skills of a 
manager to attain your goal. 
"But what ARE my prospects? 

Do I aspire to the ivory towers 
ofgolf course management and 
can I really expect to emulate 
the paths of those who manage 
Gleneagles, Wentworthor St 
Pierre?' 
I am constantly asked these 

questions by greenkeeping 
assistants attending day and 
block release courses at 
Reaseheath, as I am sure are my 
colleagues in other 
establishments. 
My answer lies in the 

rhetorical question: "Do you 
want to be successful?" 
In his own words, let Mark 

Lewis present his own 'student 
profile'. Mark Lewis is just 22 
years of age. 

"I attended Pensby Secondary 
School for boys in the Wirral 
and when I left school I started 
a YTS scheme at Neston Cricket 
Club where I gained experience 
in hockey, cricket and tennis. I 
attended Cheshire College of 
Agriculture, Reaseheath for my 
City and Guilds in Golf 
Greenkeeping and Sportsturf 
Management first Phase I 
followed by Phase U. 

"When my YTS finished, I went 
to Tranmere Rovers Football 
Club as assistant groundsman 
and remained there for 18 
months. In the latter half of 
19841joined Heswall Golf Club 
as an assistant greenkeeper. 

Left to right: Bill Lawson, head 
greenkeeper Heswall Golf Club 
and BIGGA Board of Management 
member, photographed with his 
greenstaff in 1986. 

Raymond Hunt now head greenkeeper 
at Goodwood Park, Mark Lewis and 
assistant head greenkeeper Guy 
Canning, and Ben. 



USE THE PROFESSIONALS 
YOU WONT BE DISAPPOINTED! 

ROOKERY PARK 

ASPLEY GUISE 

BUNGAY 

THE WELCOME HOTEL 

COTTESMORE 

ROYAL JERSEY 

British Association of 
Landscape Industries IN ACTION AT LA MOYE 

BALI 

MOOR PARK 

HAVERHILL 

CHANNELS 

THE WARREN 

LITTLE HAY 

ST1STEDIN 

&|C|C Lands Maintenance Ltd 
37 ROMAN WAY, TURPINS RIDE, HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK. CB9 ONG TEL: 0440 62369 

COMPACTION, 
THATCH OR 

DRAINAGE PROBLEMS? 
For really fast hollow tining of your problem areas, 
with variable tining and coring, get Coremaster on 

your side and cut disruption to a minimum. 
C. & M. Sportsground Management, can core up to 
18 Greens in a day, or a Bowling Green in 3 hours -

fast specialist equipment - at economical rates. 

GET C & M COREMASTER HIRE 
WORKING FOR YOU 

C o n t a c t the T u r f Aera t ion Specialists C & M C o r e m a s t e r Hire, 

22 R o s e m o u n t , Wall ington Square , Wall ington. f 

Su r r ey S M 6 8 R W 
SPORTSGROUND 

M A N A G E M E N T 

TEL: (0306) 884732. 

Soilife 
U.K. DISTRIBUTOR FOR SOILIFE 
FARRANT CHEMICALS LTD. 
37/39 Southgate Street, Winchester, 
Hampshire §023 9EH. 
Tel: 0962 51226 Tlx: 477104. 

SOILIFE IS STOCKED EXCLUSIVELY BY: 

RIGBY TAYLOR LTD. 
Garside Street, Bolton, Lanes BL1 4AE. 
Tel: 0204 389888. 

PARKERS TURFCARE LTD. 
Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NF. 
Tel: 01 337 7791. 

RIGBY TAYLOR (SOUTH! LTD. 
Unit 7, Riverway Estate, Peasmarsh, 
Guildford GU3 1LZ. 
Tel: 0483 35657. 

SPORTS TURF SERVICES LID. 
Newbridge Industrial Estate, 
Newbridge, Mid Lothian EH28 8LE. 
Tel: 031 333 2345. 

RIGBY TAYLOR (MDLANDS) LTD. 
Unit 9A, Warwick Industrial Estate, 
Budbrooke Road, Warwick CV34 5XH. 
Tel: 0926 401444. 

COLLIER TURFCARE LTD. 
41 St. Augustines Street, Norwich 
NR3 3 BY. 
Tel: 0603 613531. 

MR. BILL SHANAHAN. 
W & J Shanahan Ltd., 
86 St. Aidan's Drive, Goatstown, 
Dublin 14. Ireland. 
Tel: 01 985541. 

SOILIFE is AN Interbac PRODUCT 

Interbac Limited, 
Courtstown Industrial Park, 
Little Island, 
Cork, 
Ireland. 

Telex 051-265871 EIM386 

Telephone 021-354267/167 
From UK 010353-21-354267/167 
lnt +353-21-354267/167 

Fax 021-354404 
From UK 010353-21-354404 
Int + 353-21-354404 



atermation 
NEED A NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM, OR SERVICE ON YOUR 

EXISTING ONE? 

4 1 * 

Watermation can provide 1st class service both on our own manufactured equipment 
and other makes. We have large stocks of spares and a full team of trained service 
engineers equipped with car phones to give you the best possible service. 

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey UU21 5LY. Telex: 859224 FLEXON G. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303/21009 
or Stirling (0786) 70252, or Dublin (1) 789501 or Paris (1) 47 06 04 19. 

T 
I National Turf grass Council 

IS YOUR CLUB 
BREAKING THE LAW? 

When it comes to using chemicals on your golf course did you know that these operations now come 
under the new Pesticides Legislation. DON'T BE CAUGHT OUT - it is your responsibility to 
ensure that you comply with the law. 
The NATIONAL TURFGRASS 
COUNCIL have produced a Code of 
Practice to enable you to 
understand the law and how it 
affects your use of pesticides. 
This code has been endorsed by the 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
FISHERIES & FOOD, and is 
the authoritative document for 
AMENITY TURF. 

THIS CODE IS ESSENTIAL -
EVERY CLUB SHOULD 

HAVE ONE 

"Code of Practice for the use of approved 
pesticides in amenity areas" 

J.P.Shildrick, 
Secretary, NTC, 

3 Ferrands Park Way, 
Harden, Bingley, 

W. Yorks. 

Name:. 

Address: 

CHEQUE ENCLOSED £7 inc. P&P 
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Colhook Industrial Estate, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9EJ Tel: 042878 532 

NEW & USED TRACTORS AND GRASS CUTTING MACHINERY 

ALLEN NATIONAL 68" NEW 
ALLEN NATIONAL 68" CHOICE OF 2 USED 
RANSOMES MOTOR 180 (FLOATING & FIXED) CHOICE OF 4 
RANSOMES HYDRAULIC 5 SPORTS CUTTERS CHOICE OF 2 
RANSOMES HYDRAULIC 214 SPORTS CUTTERS 
RANSOMES HYDRAULIC 3 SPORTS CUTTERS 
RANSOMES TRAILED 3 SPORTS CUTTERS 
RANSOMES MOUNTED 3 MAGNAS 
RANSOMES TM80 AERATOR 
RANSOMES AUTO CERTES 20" CHOICE OF 2 
RANSOMES 340 TG 5 FLOATING HEADS 
CUSHMAN TRUCKSTER 3 WHEEL C/W CAB 
CUSHMAN SPRAYER (ALLMAN) 
CUSHMAN CYCLONE (NEW) 
CUSHMAN SLICKER 
CUSHMAN SLICKER 
CUSHMAN TOP-DRESSER 
SISIS HYDROMAIN 14 (57 HOURS ONLY) 
SISIS SLITTER (CHOICE OF 2) 
SISIS AUTOROLL 
TORO 70 
WESSEX 60" FLAIL PICK UP MOWER 

TORO GM3 (CHOICE OF 2) 
TORO 21" GREENS MOWER 
TORO 52" OUT FRONT 
TORO 74" OUT FRONT 
TORO 84" TRIPLE-MOWER (EXCELLENT) 
BUNTON 22" GREENS MOWER 
HAYTER 21" 
VICTA 700 (EX-DEMO) 
LLOYDS PARKOVERS 5 C/W GANG CARRIAGE 
HUXLEY TR66 
PATTISSON SLITTER S/P BRIGGS 
ROYER SHREDDER 
ISEKI SWEEPER (NEW) 
TRACTORS KUBOTA 8200 4 W/D C/W 60" DECK 
ISEKI 2160 
ISEKI 2160 C/W BEAVER 3 GANG 
FORD 1210 4 W/D HST 
YANMAR YM185 4 W/D 
FORD 3600 COMPLETE WITH CAB 

Ask for demonstration of the new Bunton Triplex Greens Mower 

WE BUY AND SELL MACHINERY - ALWAYS WILLING TO TAKE PART EXCHANGE TEL: 
042878 532 

BUNTON 
GREENSMOWERS 

from 

You can bank on an 
Allen National 

22" Pedestrian 
Greensmower 
R.R.P. £2,950.00 

Triplex Greensmower 
R.R.P. £9,995.00 

All prices quoted exclude VAT. 

For a demonstration contact either: 
RFE or 

E.P. Barrus Ltd, Launton Road, Bicester, Oxon OX6 OUR 
Telephone (0869) 253355 

ALLEN 
ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD. 

THE BROADWAY, DIDCOT, 
OX11 8ES 



Cirencester 
GOLF has been played at 
Cirencester for almost a 
century, and the present course 
at Baunton commands truly 
magnificent views of this lovely 
part of rural England. The 
course was designed by James 
Braid on a rolling plateau 
where the eastern slopes of the 
Cotswolds descend to meet the 
plain. 

The holes at the southern end 
of the plateau overlook an 
expanse of pleasant wooded 
countryside stretching as far as 
the great plain of Wessex. The 
course has occupied its present 
site since 1909, and so rapidly 
did the construction work 
progress that the club was able 
to hold its first competition in 
July of that same year. 

David Parker, head green-
keeper at the club, is a green-
keeping enthusiast who likes to 
keep his course well groomed 
for members and visitors alike. 
David said, "I have always liked 
an outdoor life, having had a 
spell in farming and forestry 
before taking up golf course 
maintenance, and I've never 
regretted my decision to make 
greenkeeping my career. 

'The Cirencester course, like 
many others around here, has 
its own particular character 
and qualities that make it 
attractive. We are in good 
playing condition all the year 
round, irrespective of the 
weather, but being on an 
exposed Cotswold plateau there 
are days when the elements can 
test the playing abilities of all 
golfers.The weather is normal-
ly mild in the spring and brac-
ing in the summer. The course 
is at its best in the autumn and 
tough going in the winter." 

David went on: 'The preser-
vation of wild life habitat and 
flora is an important conces-
sion we make to the 
environment of the course. 
Using selective weedkillers puts 
a special responsibility on us to 
treat particular areas with 
caution and protect certain 
flora and fluana to preserve the 
delicate balance of nature. 

Golf Club 

g§ 
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"The activities of rooks can be 
a bit of a problem, and I expect 
this is something that quite a 
few greenkeepers have to 
contend with. In our case the 
birds come from the woods 
nearby and pull out newly 
replaced divots on the fairways 
in search of food. It makes the 
place look untidy as well as 
leaving nasty lies for fairway 
shots, and gives us extra work. 
It would be interesting to hear 
how other greenkeepers deal 

with the bird menace - apart 
from shooting them! 

"Having many sloping fair-
ways calls for machinery with 
good traction and power to 
negotiate steep banks to get the 
maintenance work done with a 
minimum of effort. 

"Drainage is good, even under 
the wettest conditions and it is 
always possible to use our 
equipment without the worry of 
getting bogged down or 'tracking 
up' the turf. 

David Parker with his enthusiastic greenkeeping team 


