
NEW AERATOR - designed 
pr imar i ly for golf courses 
NEW 216 REELMASTER -
i t 's a tr iplex m o w e r w i th 
m a n y un ique f e a t u r e s 
NEW 450D REELMASTER -
the b iggest in t h e range 
NEW RIDERS and WALK 
ROTARIES 

...ask our 
competitors... 

UK DISTRIBUTORS: 

LELY (UK) LTD s t a t i o n r o a d , s t neots , H u n t i n g d o n , 
cambs pe19 1qh Tel (0480) 76971 Telex 32523 

Honesty is the best policy therefore you owe it to yourself 
to enquire about other equipment. We know that you wi l l 
quickly make the right decision when you go TORO! 
All TORO grass management equipment f rom the 
smallest domestic rotary to the 'big-boys', TORO are in a 
class of their own. 
Not only are they superbly engineered but they achieve 
results that are envied by everyone. 
Isn't it t ime you found out more about these truly 
exceptional machines, we're only a phone call away better 
still why not pop the coupon in the post. 

TORO 
does il so much 

better 



TREES 
on the golf course 

IF you want to get the best out of something you have to look 
after it. Whether the object in question is a piece of 
machinery, a golf green or a tree, neglect maintenance and 
problems will be stored up for the future. 

Don't think, however, that tree maintenance is horrendously 
complicated and difficult. Trees in the wild grow from seed to 
maturity perfectly adequately without man. As little 
interference as possible is more a measure of good 
maintenance than of uncaring neglect. By Tony Gentil 

A small conifer trying to compete 
with surrounding vegetation. 

"Mindless" vandalism... 

...and the "official" variety, where 
the tree is being strangled by a tie. 

THE maintenance of trees on golf 
courses divides neatly into two 
elements. Firstly there is the 
period immediately after planting 
until the tree becomes 
established. The second element 
is the remainder of the tree's life, 
during which it will develop, mature 
and decline. Both periods pose 
their own problems and so I want to 
consider each separately. 

Maintenance up to establishment 
is in many ways, the most important 
and critical part of a tree's life. 
Problems which occur during this 
stage will grow with the tree and 
become increasingly expensive 
and difficult to rectify later. 

If you can help a tree get off to a 
flying start, subsequent mainte-
nance will be minimal. This is the 
easiest time to carry out 
maintenance because the trees 
are relatively small. 

Forest transplants and whips 
should require the least attention 
and you can include under this 
heading trees which naturally 
regenerate from seed. 

To trees of these smaller sizes, 
the main difficulty in becoming 
established is the competition from 
surrounding vegetation. 

Keep an area of about a square 
yard clean round the base of each 
one. You'll find a herbicide is the 
best method to use, but be careful 
of spray drift, particularly when 
working with the smallest trees. If 
there is any chance of spray drift, fit 
a hood over the end of the lance. 

You might decide to clear excess 
vegetation prior to spraying by 
using a strimmer. If you do, make 
sure that the spinning, nylon 

cutting cords don't touch the bark 
of the trees, or they'll kill them. 

An alternative method of 
suppressing vegetation round the 
base of trees is to use a mulch. 
Forest bark or wood chips are 
becoming increasingly popular as 
mulches, but a word of caution 
about forest bark. Make sure that it 
is partly decomposed before you 
apply it. Used fresh, forest bark 
from conifers can give off vapours 
as it starts to decompose, and 
these are harmful to some plants. 

There is quite a handy idea for a 
mulch called a "tree-spat". This is a 
three foot square of roofing felt 
with a hole of about three inches 
diameter in the centre. Leading 
from the hole to one edge of the 
spat there is a slit, which enables 
you to position the tree-spat over 
the root area by sliding it in from 
ground level. You can buy tree-
spats or make them yourself, 
depending on the resources 
available. 

Self-sown seedlings may grow up 
in large numbers, perhaps only a 
few inches apart. As they develop 
you will need to remove some to 
avoid over-crowding Aim initially 
for one per square yard. When 
they reach the size of whips they 
can be thinned again, to perhaps 
ten feet apart. 

Don't worry about pruning forest 
transplants and whips; basically 
they don't need any. Occasionally 
you might have to remove a branch 
which has become broken, but 
other than that leave them alone. 

I feel sorry for standard trees. 
Generally they have a very raw 
deal. Not only do they have to 
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overcome the trauma of 
transplanting, but they also have to 
survive the vandalism which 
follows. 

I'm not talking now about the 
"mindless " vandalism of the anti-
social lout who snaps their heads 
off, but the "official" vandalism of 
incompetent neglect by those who 
are paid to look after trees. 

Standard trees are staked after 
planting and they are tied to the 
stake by one or more tree ties, 
depending on the length of stake. 
I reckon that something like 10% of 
all standards planted suffer from 
strangulation by tree ties that are 
never loosened. 
This isn't an error of omission that 

occurs only on golf courses. You 
can see the strangled tree in 
botanic gardens, local authority 
parks and private gardens 
everywhere. It is as if once a 
person has planted, staked, and 
tied a tree, that's the end of the 
tree's need for care. The lesson is 
clear, check all tree ties three or 
four times during each growing 
season and loosen them before 
strangulation lets in. 

Other points to watch in the 
maintenance of standards are: 
1) To keep the area round the 
base clear of vegetation until the 
tree is established. 
2) To avoid damage to the bark of 
the lower trunk by use of strimmers 
and mowers. 
3) To remove the ties and stake as 
soon as the tree is windfirm. 

The thought of having to look 
after a tree for the rest of its life can 
be a bit daunting. It's not a 
responsibility you can avoid 
though. Anyone who owns a tree 
is legally responsible for any 
problems it causes. If you are a golf 
course manager, whether you 
actually own the trees on your 
course or not, you are by definition 
responsible for their management. 

How do you resolve this dilemma 
then, of having to look after trees 
without having an in-depth 
knowledge and trained staff? The 
law requires that you be sensible 
and adopt a responsible attitude. 

You need to strike a balance 
between using your own common 
sense and calling in experts when 
something drastic needs to be 
done. 

Maintenance involves keeping a 
watching brief. Get to know the 
trees on your course by looking at 
them every time you walk the 
course to look at the grass. You'll 
find a pair of binoculars are a great 
help for this job. Look for changes 
in their growth patterns. 

For instance are any of them 
looking a bit thin on top, or are their 
leaves smaller than usual? These 
are often signs of problems in the 
root systems. 

Can you see any signs of bracket 
fungi growing out of trunks or 
branches? Don't worry about trying 
to name the fungi, if it is there, 
you've got problems. 

Are there any broken branches 
hanging in the top of a tree, or 
dead branches, obvious in the 
summer from their leaf-lessness. 

All these are things which anyone 
with common sense can spot. 
Where, then, do you go from here? 
You have two choices, either call in 
an expert for a second opinion or 
to carry out the necessary 
maintenance yourself. 
Unless you have highly skilled and 

well-equipped staff, leave hair-
raising work to specialist 
contractors. Small jobs such as 
removing low branches might well 
be within the capabilities of your 
staff. A pole-saw is a cheap and 
highly effective way of removing 
branches without the operator 
having to leave terra firma. 

If you feel that you need a second 
opinion about your trees or you 
want to call in a specialist 
contractor, it makes sense to use 
someone who knows what they are 
doing. The Arboricultural Associa-
tion has a directory of consultants 
and contractors, all of whom have 
been rigorously vetted. You can 
obtain a copy of the directory from 
the secretary, Aboricultural Assoc-
iation, Ampfield House, Ampfield, 
Nr. Romsey, Hants. S05 9PA. 

Damage by a mower 

A pole saw in action. 

...and in close-up 

^the Golf Course 



IT IS with great interest that I read 
my copy of the Golf Course when it 
arrives and see the problems and 
solutions outlined. I have 
managed to pick up some very 
handy hints and have been able to 
adapt much to our local conditions. 
Perhaps it would be of interest to 
have a brief glimpse of some of the 
problems we have here in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

PREMIER CLUB 

The Royal Harare Golf Club is the 
premier golf club in the country and 
is situated very close to the city 
centre. It is an 18 hole (6,434 
metres, S.S. 72) course on flat, 
deep red clay soil (c.55% clay). 

The course is sculpted through a 
testing mix of indigenous and 
imported trees to ensure that every 

hole requires a separate strategy 
and it is mature enough to have 
high trees to ensure that for the 
pros and other gorillas a driver is 
not the club to use off every tee. 
Being in the sub-tropics Zimbabwe 

has a seasonal rainfall from Novem-
ber to March and the average 
received by the course is approx-
imately 900mm per year. Irrigation 
is therefore a very important part of 
management as daily temperatures 
vary from 12-15 C in winter (July) to 
25-35 C in summer (January). 

Fortunately the course is adjacent 
to a Government Meteorological 
station and all the irrigation is 
scheduled on a Class 'A' evap-
oration pan. Converted E/E ratios 
can soar as high as 7,0 during our 
'suicide' month (October). 

Prior to Independence the greens 

were watered with a Flawn-Thomas 
automatic irrigation system, but 
with Independence and a lack of 
foreign exchange, the obtaining of 
spares and the lack of a servicing 
facility began to cause problems. 
The greens are now watered with a 
5 cm perforated aluminium pipe 
system which is manufactured 
locally, but which has to be 
arranged manually across the 
green. Precipitation is measured 
with individual rain guages. 
Fairways are watered with standard 
Rain-bird 6.5mm sprinkler nozzles. 
The water is obtained from four 
boreholes and during the dry 
season pumping continues day 
and night, except at weekends. 

HEAVIEST 

Royal Harare has the heaviest 

We've built more courses than everyone else put together... 
for new constructions, alterations or improvements on your course. 

ASHWELLS ROAD 
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD 

ESSEX: CM 15 9SR 

Telephone: (0277) 73720 
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG 

The proven experience in the field 
for construction, drainage and irrigation 



ROYAL HARARE GOLF CLUB 
traffic of any club in the country, 
with an average of 110 rounds per 
day every day of the year bar one. 
In the last five years only two 
competitions have been stopped 
because of very heavy rain and 
lightning. This puts some quite 
heavy demands on the 
greenkeeping staff as there is no 
'quiet' period, except Christmas 
day when the club is closed. 
Renovation and major structural 
maintenance has therefore to be 
done under the feet of the golfers. 
.The greens are all hand mowed 

with petrol driven Briggs & Stratton 
drum mowers. Four machines mow 
each green twice a day during 
summer and once a day during 
winter - when the grass grows it 
grows with or without fertiliser! 
The greens are covered by a large 

number of grasses, as many as 
there have been greens 
committees, but in the main they 
are either Tiff or a bastardised local 
cynodon which has crept in over 
the years. 

RESISTANT 
At present we are replacing all the 

greens with Florida which has 
proved in our climate to be one of 
the easiest to manage and most 
resistant to drought, disease and 
traffic. Grasses such as Tiff and the 
Bents do not react well under our 
high temperature conditions and 
are particularly susceptible to 
Drechsler%__poae. Under more 
temperate conditions this may 
cause! melting out!. Under our 
conditions we can lose a whole 
green in ten days if untreated. 

All the fairways are nearly pure 
Kikuyu grass (Pennisetum 
clandestinum) which grows 
extremely well if fertilised and well 
watered, and these are mown with 
gang mowers twice a week. 
Ecologically, Kikuyu grass is the 
best for fairways in this part of the 
world and eventually takes over the 
whole course. 

CONSTANT PROBLEM 

For this reason each grass is 

surrounded by a 'cordon sanitaire' 
of local couch grass which is used 
as a battle ground to keep the 
Kikuyu at bay. This is a constant 
problem and requires a great deal 
of labour. The rough consists of 
natural 'veld' grasses which die off 
in winter and which have to be 
bush mown in summer to prevent 
them getting shoulder high. 

As mentioned, the main disease is 
Drechslera for which we apply a 
Sumisclex/Bravo mix fortnightly 
during the rains and monthly 
during winter. This mix has been 
shown to be the best against Dollar 
spot (Sclerotinia sp). as well and 
the fortnightly spray application 
keeps the course free of most 
fungus diseases. 

When using the old watering 
system we did get a great deal of 
slime mould, but with the 
perforated pipe system, this has 
been eliminated. Ferrous sulphate 
was found to restrict this and any 
moss growth in these patches. 

On the pest side, we get lawn 
caterpillar, army worm, red and 
white mite and, particularly on the 
fairways, crickets. A rotated 
spraying of carbaryl and diazinon 
keeps these under control. 

On the weed side, we have little 
problem in the fairways as a healthy 
Kikuyu sward keeps out most 
things. However, on the greens 
we do get Poa annua in winter and 
under our conditions this can ruin a 
green in a couple of months. Once 
established, when our winter is 
over it can devestate a green. 
Fortunately, with Florida and the 
various grasses we have we can 
spray Kerb herbicide 
(propyzamide) and this is usually 
done as a pre-emergent in late 
March, early April once we start 
getting cold nights (c. 12-15 C). 
Other weeds, particularly 
Euphorbia prostrata, oxalis and 
Cyperus esculentis, we control 
with spot sprayings of MSMA, 
Ronstar, 2,4-D and MCPA-K salt. 

TOP DRESSING 
Our greens receive a six weekly 

light top dressing of alternately 
double washed and screened river 
sand and fumigated screened 
tobacco scrap or well rotted cow 
manure compost. Under our 
conditions and the high 
temperatures, thatch is not a 
significant problem. The greens 
are also verticut just prior to top 
dressing. 
Throughout all our soils we have a 

very low organic matter content 
and our problem is keeping some 
sort of structure to the soil and we 
rely on the compost to do this. 

Under our conditions during 
summer, dry maize stover 
ploughed in and left for 60 days to 
rot down is almost undetectable as 
organic matter let alone as maize 
stover. With fine stem grasses it 
only needs a couple of weeks and 
all thatch is gone. It is with great 
envy that we look at your 
advertisements for slow release 
fertilisers. 

'NON-ESSENTIAL1 

On the equipment side we have 
sufficient, but we can only drool 
over some of the advertisements in 
your magazine. At present, 
equipment is very difficult to obtain 
as we are a 'non-essential' industry 
and we take what we can scrounge 
and borrow. Normally new 
equipment can be wangled, but 
spares are almost non-existent. 
For small things like bearings for 
motors and mowers we can wait for 
up to seven months, nozzles for 
sprayers up to a year, and so on. 
As an example we have some 
mowers whose Briggs & Stratton 
5HP motors have been working 
every day for over eight years - so 
much for planned obsolescene. 
At present our course is in peak 

condition and we are looking 
forward to hosting the Zimbabwe 
Open. After a dry start our rains 
have arrived, so it's all systems go! 

DR. DOUGLAS McCLYMONT IS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE GREENS 
COMMITTEE OF THE ROYAL 
HARARE CLUB IN ZIMBABWE. 

^ t h e G 0 l f Course 



The EVEN • SPRED 
built by professionals for 

professionals • Designed to 
withstand the rigours of tough 

commercial turf care applications using 
the most modern materials and up to the 

minute technology • EVEN • SPRED's 
broadcast system is totally self cleaning 

and rustproof to ensure years of 
dependable service • 

EVEN • SPRED's huge 5" enclosed 
gears seal out damaging dirt and 
grit to help eliminate premature 

gear wear • All EVEN • SPRED 
models are manufactured with rust-

proof heavy duty tubular frames and 
large capacity hoppers. The EVEN • SPRED is light and 

"perfectly balanced to give a smooth efficient operation and a 
perfect feathered edge for even broadcast every time. 

Performance unmatched by the competition 
TYPICAL ROTARY SPREADER EVEN SPRED SPREADER 

Compare the spread 
pattern of a typical rotary spreader 

to the spread pattern of the new § 
Supaturf EVEN • SPRED spreader. § 

Note the smoothly featherd edges of £ 
[ the EVEN • SPRED broadcast pattern, S 

which helps to minimize streaking | 
and eliminates 'burning' from overlap. 2 

8 6 4 2 0 2 4 6 8 
FEET FROM CENTRE 

8 6 4 2 0 2 4 
FEET FROM CENTRE 

For any further information 
contact one of the following branches. 

Head Office Oxney Road,Peterborough Cambridgeshire PE1 5YZ Tel: (0733) 68384 

Branches 

Supaturf 
North South 
Unit 2 Dromenagh Farm 
Ripley Close Seven Hil ls Road 14 Fairfax Road 
Normanton Iver Heath Heathf ie ld 
Wakef ie ld Buckinghamshire Newton Abbo t 
West Yorkshire Tel: (0895) 832626/834198 Devon 
WF6 1TB TQ12 6 U D 
Tel: (0924) 891000 Tel: (0626) 834499 

South West Midland & South Wales 
D.O. Hunt L imited Unit 104B 

Hartlebury Trading Estate 
Kidderminster 
Worcestershire 
Tel: (0299) 250087 



A round in one 
at St. Andrews 

i fa/ces a real professional to bring out the best in 
any championship course. That's why St Andrews, 

the home of golf, and many other Championship 
courses choose RANSOMES-grass machinery for the 
professional. 

Take the RANSOMES MOTOR 180 for instance,, /t's 
ideal for tee and green surrounds with outstanding 
manoeuvrability and bank performance. 

At St Andrews they've found that it also does a great 
job on the fairways too, where its floating head cutting 
units make a superb finish. 

So from the first tee to the 18th green its got to be 
RANSOMES-the best of British mowers. 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLCNacton Works, Ipswich, IP3 9QG. 
Telephone: Ipswich (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: 270030. 

YOU'LL FIND US IN ALLTHE BEST KEPT PLACES 



Startling! Unbelievable! Dramatic! 
WHEN part of a sports ground is 
virtually restored to life it is 
hard not to use superlatives. 
Especially when a problem has 
existed for years without 
proper solution and the answer 
is achieved in three or four 
weeks. 

But it happened at Purley 
Heath Cricket Club, whose 
outfield - like many others - is 
used for hockey during the 
winter with the inevitable after-
effects. The ground lies on 
original soil of doubtful 
quality and, as a negative 
'bonus', also suffers from the 
effects of large overhanging 
trees around the ground which 
make the groundsman's job 
almost a nightmare. Colin 
Claydon saw it both as a 
problem and challenge and was 
determined to find a cure. 

The result will interest his 
many colleagues with similar 
problems. 

In April 1987 his ground 
showed the usual ravages of 
winter. The outfield, including 
an area of two hockey pitches, 
seemed in worse state than 
usual. Missing divots, excess 
wear, bare and muddy patches 
were the order of the day. 
Despite reseeding and dressing 

with a sound all-round fertil-
iser (Rigby Taylor 9-7-7) there 
was little sign of good grass 
growth by early June. Where 
the turf was overshadowed by 
large overhanging trees pic-
turesque and photogenic but 

friendly to the outfield grass -
were large bare, poorly grassed 
patches defying all attempts to 
promote vigorous growth. 

All this on a ground generally 
noted for its all-round 
excellence following four or 
five years of hard work from 
the time when Colin inherited 
pitches, tennis courts and 
bowling greens in a sony state 
with the turf everywhere in 
poor condition, vunerable to 
disease and thatch-ridden. 

At the outset Colin took the 
advice of Frank Brittin, a 
popular and knowledgeable 
friend to many groundsman 
and greenkeepers, and began 
using seaweed-based products 
to restore his grass: using 
Maxidrop as a foliar feed and 
Alginure Soil Improver with 
his top dressings. The results 
on bowling greens and tennis 
courts (used regularly for 
prestige county events) have 
been to restore the turf to a 
healthy condition with 
underlying improvement in the 
soil structure which ensures 
optimum benefit is derived 
from irrigation and dressings. 

Colin therefore opted for 
seaweed to tackle his problem 
outfield areas, but using a new 
product - Alginure Turf 
Supplement, a new liquid 
added to Alginure's range, and 
the speedy result was better 
than he had hoped because by 
the end of June the area was 
transformed into a rich green 
sward, quite unrecognisable 
from its appearance in May. 

The result was spectacular but 
the reason was simple. 
Alginure Turf Supplement is 
not a liquid feed, but rather, is 
rich in essential foods 
necessary for the initiation 
and maintenance of vital 
bacterial and microbial life 
whose activities create healthy 
soil conditions. 

The concentration of these 
highly desirable 'goodies' 
(properly known as 
polysaccharides) in Alginure 
Turf Supplement is around 
37% - an amount far in excess 
of that available in other 
purely organic liquids and it 
was the introduction into the 
soil of the natural food for 
those essential organisms 
which had the expected result. 

Such organisms, encouraged 
to flourish, cany on the work 
of improving the organic 
structure of the soil while 
areation is improved, available 
nutrients are released more 
easily and conditions are 
created which benefit growing 
vegetation. 

Colin Claydon has since 
commenced work in his new 
post at Shell Sports Ground at 
Lensbury. 

Purley Cricket Club - a view of the ground. 



Turf Care Workshops 
THESE very professionally 
presented days were in the 
main poorly attended. The 
original six venues were 
reduced to four with between 
100-200 delegates expected, 
however the estimate was only 
reached at Stirling in Scotland. 
Whether there are now too 
many of these seminars during 
the early Autumn or whether it 
is just apathy, is difficult to 
judge. There were a sizeable 
number of delegates who paid 
but failed to turn up, most of 
these were apparently from 
local authorities. They missed 
several excellent presentations 
given by representatives of 
prominent companies in the 
industry. 
The topics covered included 

research and development of 
chemicals, slow release 
fertilisers, organic feeds, 
irrigation and some aspects of 
the STRI's research. All the 
speakers got across their 

message, one or two points 
struck home with the audience 
which brought forth some 
searching questions. 
The demonstrations by TORO 

and SISIS were most 
instructive and Jimmy Kidd as 
guest speaker gave a beautifully 
illustrated talk on his time at 
Gleneagles. 
Although the Turf Care 

Workshops were highly 
commercial, they were equally 

informative and it is to be 
hoped that they will be staged 
again next year, when they may 
attract better support. 
A complete and fully 
illustrated publication 
featuring the Workshop 
presentations given by all the 
participating companies is 
available at £2.50 inc. p&p, 
from: TURF CARE 
WORKSHOPS, FREEPOST, 
BASILDON, ESSEX. SS16 6BR 

"FENDRESS 99 

THE T R U L Y N A T I O N A L T U R F DRESSING A S 
SUPPL IED TO M A N Y C H A M P I O N S H I P C O U R S E S 

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt 
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free 
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens. 

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for 
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality. 

B U L K DELIVERIES T O A L L P A R T S OF T H E UK IN 10, 15, 
20, 25 T O N N E L O A D S . C U S T O M E R S IN B E L F A S T , ABER-
DEEN, P L Y M O U T H , EAST A N G L I A , ETC. 

P L E A S E R E M E M B E R , THERE IS ONLY ONE T R U E FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED T R A D E M A R K . 
B E W A R E OF IM ITAT IONS. 

Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your 
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat 
("Fenpeat") in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow. 
Screened Loam, etc. 

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices. 

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court, 
Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7NL. 
Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346. 

[ } 
THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE-

FOR CONTROLAND CONVEN/ENCE 
ROVRAL is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd. 

May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM14 4TZ. 

ROVRAL CONTAINS IPRODIONE. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 



Continuedfrom page 9 

When the small points are 
being attended to it indicates to 
members and people like 
myself that the place is being 
cared for. 
Greenkeeping standards and 

methods are all about the clubs, 
the committees of clubs and 
their responsibilities. They are 
the paymasters and it is up to 
the club committees to serve 
the greenkeeping side so that 
all the effort is being 
channelled along the right road 
and that the money being spent 
is spent in the right way and 
not wasted. 
It is more difficult to keep a 

course in good condition now 
because so much more golf is 
played. Some 30 years ago I 
could toddle around every 
evening of the week, chipping 
and putting around the greens. 
Nobody saw me because there 
was no-one playing the course. 
It must be a difficult job 
keeping the place spick and 
span, and perhaps the secret 
lies in the number of men and 
the utilisation of resources. 

This is the way I would like to 
see my ideal course, and I am 
not talking about a 
championship course, but a 
little nine hole course down the 
road, which would give me 
great pleasure to play if it were 
in decent order and all the little 
points were being taken care of. 

ED'S NOTE: No doubt the above will 
stimulate much discussion and even 
correspondence. For example Tom 
Watson perhaps did not know that it 
had rained for six weeks prior to the 
Open Championship in 1981!! 

• u r range of seven trenchers cut trom 5 cm to 45 cm wide 
for all your cables, water pipes and sportsfield drainage 
requirements with unrivalled performance and cost effec-
tiveness. 
Soil collection systems and laser assisted grading are 
available on some models. 
With over20 years manufacturing experience,afirstclass 
after sales serviceand a convenient self-drive hirefleet we 
offer a unique trenching service that is second to none 
Write or telephone for details today:-
A. F. Trenchers Ltd., 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester, C 0 2 9JS 
Telephone 0206 44411 

GOLFERS... 
You change the holes you cut the grass, You work your butt to save your ass, 

But all they do is moan and groan, Shout at you on the telephone. 

You spike and scarify as time goes past, To get the greens all firm and fast, 

The better greens are bent/fescue, But are given praise by golfers few. 

So the greens for colour are far to pale, When they judge by that your sure to fail. 

Then the greens wont hold a ball hit thin, But they never try to get backspin. 

So you're told do this they think they know, And politely you tell them where to go! 

But they shout for water,they shout for feeding,they say that's what our greens are needing, 

Aye! That's the view of the golfing mass, And that's why they play on meadowgrass! 

P. MCMORRAN 

TECNOTILE 64 OAKHURST GROVE LONDON SE22 9AQ Ol 693 6287 

OATRIDGE 
AGRICULTURAL 

COLLEGE 

NEW FULL-TIME COURSE IN 
SPORTS TURF MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

THE COLLEGE IS NOW OFFERING A ONE YEAR FULL-TIME 
SANDWICH COURSE COVERING ALL ASPECTS OF 

TURFCULTURE. COMMENCING JANUARY 1988 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:-

THE PRINCIPAL 
OATRIDGE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
BROXBURN, WEST LOTHIAN EH52 6NH 

TEL: BROXBURN (0506) 854387 
CASTAWAY PLUS CONTAINS THIOPHANATE-METHYL AND LINDANE. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

« r n r a w i t f i s e p * * -
INSTALLATION ON TURF OR SEED 
M L YEAR PLAYING 
LESS MAINTENANCE 
LIGHTWEIGHT AND TOUGH 
3AN BE ROLLED UP 
PROTECTS GRASS ROOTS 
NO MUDDY PATCHES 

CASTAWAY PLUS is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd. 
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM14 4TZ. 




