course.

AS with
plan, before you can start to
plan you need to know what

any management

you have got already. It's not
sufficient to know that you
have 150 acres of grass trees .
You need much more detail
than that if you are going to
plan intelligently and
effectively.

Ideally you need a large-scale
plan of the course on which you
can plot information about
trees. This is not a difficult
task but it can be very time
consuming. You might find the
best way of tackling it is to do
bits at a time, rather than
trying to do the whole thing in
one go.

The first thing to do is to plot
the exact position of each free-
standing tree. If you have areas
of woodland simply plot the
perimeter outline. Later on you
can draw up an individual plan
for each woodland if need be.

As you record the position of a
tree try and identify what it is.
Don't worry about Latin names
or whether a tree is a sessile
oak or a pedunculate oak,
simply record it as an oak.

Then you need to have a guess
at its age. Record this as young,
middle-aged or old. Taking the
example of an oak I would say
that a tree up to 20 feet high
and 20 years old would be
young. One which was taller
than 20 feet high would be
middle-aged. A tree which was
very large and falling to pieces
would be classed as old.

It would also be useful to note
the state of health of each tree.
For this I would wuse two
categories, good and poor.

Using the example of a young
oak, a good specimen would be

TREES

on the golf course

THIS is the final article in this in-depth series
about trees on the golf course. In it I'm going to
help you to devise a management plan for your

one that appeared to be alive
and well. A poor quality
specimen would be one which
perhaps had been attacked by
rabbits, fire or a mower and
appeared to be very mediocre
and unhealthy.

Trees on a plan could be
identified with numbers
related to a separate sheet on
which you could record more
details about each one.

As you gather the information
about the trees on your course
it will help you to identify your
management objectives.

Objectives are the heart of any
management plan. They rep-
resent the final destination at
which you hope to arrive.

Here are some examples to
give you an idea of what I
mean:

1. You must realise that all
your trees are healthy but are
also all middle-aged. They will
all grow old together and at
some stage in the future might
all die in a short space of time.
Without them the course will
become very bare and exposed.

by Tony Gentil

This would steer a manage-
ment plan towards a major
replanting programme.

2. You might find that most of
your trees are deciduous . In
winter the course might be very
bleak, windswept and
uninviting. Do you need to
plant some evergreens to
provide winter shelter? The
same problem applies to
eyesores. Deciduous trees often
only hide eyesores in the
summer.

3. There might be quite a few
old trees with dead branches in
them. Do these represent a
safety hazard to people
walking underneath or are
they a valuable wildlife haven
for bats or woodpeckers?

4. Are some of the groups of
trees becoming overcrowded?
If they do, the trees might spoil
each other. Is it time to think
about the selective removal of
some of the timber? Could any
of this be sold to timber
merchants to bring in some
income?

These are the sorts of things

Young trees...
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An old tree

that may go through your mind
asyou start to devise your plan.
Trees are a long term resource
and so a management plan
could theoretically stretch
many decades into the future. I
think though that you need to
be realistic. Management
committees change and so do
fashions, fads and fancies. A
grand plan you devise now
might be thrown out of the
window in a few years time.

So draw up your plan only for
the next five years. If it is
sensible and realistic people

As we illustrated in last
month's issue of "the Golf
Course" the hurricane that
swept the south of England
on October 16th has given
all greenkeeping staff in the
area a major headache.

A survey of how courses
have been affected,
conducted by Jack McMillan
head greenkeeper at
Sunningdale, will be
published alongside an
article by Tony Gentil on
what greenkeepers should be
planning for the future.

It is obvious from reports
that day to day presentation
has had to take a back seat
and winter programmes
have had to be abandoned,
especially construction work
On the heavily wooded
courses in Surrey and
Hampshire upto 1,000

trees have been lost on one
course, often the mature

and majestic specimens.

THE DRIVI

The ICI range of turf care products has been developed for professionals.
Whether your target is turf weeds, insect pests or turf diseases —
whether the location is fine turf or outfield, look to the driving range.

SUPER VERDONE: The effective selective herbicide which
controls major broad-leaved weeds in any established turf.
Three powerful weedkillers give broad spectrum cover, even
to speedwell and yellow suckling clover.

GAMMA-COL turf. Underground pest like
leatherjackets and chafer grubs will cause ugly
bare patches as they eat grass roots and stems.
Gamma-Col turfwill kill these pests and remains
in the soil to give effective and long term control.
The easy to use liquid formulation has contact and
fumigant action.

TURF CARE PRODUCTS
Professional

ICI Professional Products, Woolmead House East, Woolmead Walk,

L Daconil turf contains chlorothalonil: Tornado contains carbaryl: Super Verdone
THIA ‘%e contains dicamba, 2,4-D and ioxynil: Gamma-Col turf contains gamma HCH.



will develop confidence in your
judgement.

Keeping the plan to the next
five years only, means that it
can be flexible if some
unforeseen event crops up out
of the blue.

If you have to persuade a
committee to adopt your plan
make sure you are well
prepared. Remember that
every committee is concerned
about costs. If you can show
that you have calculated the
exact cost of planting 200 oak
whips, you are much more
likely to get approval than if
you say, "I'm not sure what it
will cost but it won't be
expensive".

The essence then of a tree man-
agement plan is:- to find out
what you have got,decide where
you want to go, work out how
you will get there, and keep on
target but be flexible if need be.

O.K.? That's it then. I hope
you have enjoyed this series
and found it useful. If you have
any specific queries write to me
care of the Golf Course and I'll
do my best to answer them.

Atree'attacked' by a mower

Damage to sheds, machinery
and personal property has
been widespread.

Many head greenkeepers
were able to open their
courses for play within a
matter of hours but others
have still to be able to open
their courses a month after
the storm.

Clubs were ill-prepared for
the tragedy, none have
certificated men qualified in
chainsaw work. Few even
had saws adequate for the
task and even less had proper
protective clothing.

Some 1,500 accidents have
been reported amongst
‘amateur’ chainsaw operators
and sadly even one profess-
ional lost a leg.

One or two clubs brought in
outside contractors, with
more than one levying their
members in order to cover
the cost. But the majority
appear to be leaving matters
to their greenstaff.

TORNADO: Based on carbaryl, Tornado gives economical,
effective and long-lasting control of casting worms. Because it
works by contact and ingestion it gives quick results and good
residual activity. The special liquid formulation is easy to mix and
simple to apply. After application it leaves no unpleasant odour —
S0 as soon as the grass is dry, play can continue.

DACONIL turf. A broad spectrum fungicide for the
prevention and control of major turf diseases.
Its unique multi-site action and chemical
composition means that even after years
of successful use it continues to be
effective —even sequential spraying
programmes create no problems.
Daconil turf has dependable and
consistent activity at any time of year.

BANG ON TARGET!
Products

Farnham, Surrey GU9 7UB. Tel: (0252) 724525
Read the label before you buy: Use pesticides safely.

G KANGE.




LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

IN this game called
GOLF, we find
ourselves as
greenkeepers bonded
together for the first
time. Before, we were
separate units, but
now breathe deeply
with pride that we are
one Association.
Iapplaud the
commencement of
BIGGA and I am
heartened by the fact
that the association
has already held its
first seminar and
appointed Neil
Thomas as Executive
Director.
Greenkeeping is one
large family and like
most families, its
members from time to
time will beg to differ,
but no doubt the
differences will be
resolved through
healthy debate.
As greenkeepers we
can take much
pleasure in our work,
striving to produce
the best conditions
for the greatest game
in the world.
Maintenance
problems pose a day
to day puzzle,
although not nearly
so bewildering as the
historical puzzle as to

where the game began.

Itsroots seem
untraceable as there
are so many versions
that it is impossible
tobe certain.
Although a game in
the form of golf did
exist as far back as
Roman times which
had the name
"PAGANICA" and in
ancient England
called
"CAMABUCA",in
Belgium it was called
"CHOLE" and in
Holland "KOLVEN". I
must say that I prefer
the Dutch name, but
in France as ever the

description was more
flowery, "JEU DE
MAIL".

We can safely say
that Scotland was in
full 'swing' long before
1427, theyearthe
first edict, of which
there were three,
banning golf in
favour of archery
pratice was
proclaimed. From
this time until the
forming of the
various socities and
companies there
appearedtobe a
constant battle
between the Church
and the players of
golf, who had excused
themselves from the
then frequent two or
three hour sermons,
perhaps to avoid
falling asleep!

Golf continued
during these years in
an unorganised
fashion. No one had
created any hard and
fast rules and no clubs
had been formed.
Eventually some
gentlemen from
Edinburgh formed the
Edinburgh Golfing
Society now known as
the Royal Burgess
Golfing Society of
Edinburgh, whose
home is at Barnton.

The Royal Burgess
pre-dates the Royal
and Ancient by some
nineteen years and
the Honourable
Company of
Edinburgh Golfers by
nine years. The latter
were the first to lead
the way by drawing up
aset of rules that laid
the foundation of the
game as we know it
today. But it was the
Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St
Andrews that the
leading clubs looked
to for an authorititive
and uniform version

of the rules which death. The first
they could all adopt. Championship was
One of the first played on Wednesday

golfers to achieve 17th October 1860. It
fame was Alan had eight entrants
Robertson from St. and was played over
Andrews who by all three rounds of twelve
accounts was peerless holes at Prestwick.
as a golfer, never The winner was Willie
having lost a single Park with a score of
match playing level. 174 and the runner up
He could not be called was the legendary
the champion for no Tom Morris with a
Championship score of 176.
existed, all his This then was the
matches being head to platform on which
head encounters for a the modern game was
side bet. One of the built, with ever
stories as to how the greater heights being
Open Championship reached as thisyear's
started at Prestwick Ryder Cup win proved.
was the desire to find R.R. Dickson
the best golfer in the Course Manager
land after the Gosforth Park Golf
unbeaten Robertson's Club

The Editor,

'the Golf Course’

29, Station Road,

Dovercourt, Harwich,

Essex. CO12 3AL

Fenchurch

A Division of

Fenchurch Insurance Brokers Limited

St. James's House
28 Park Place
Leeds

LS1 28X

Telex: 556403

REQUIREMENTS

SPECIALISTS IN:

Telephone: 0532 449751

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE

LIFE ASSURANCE AND PENSION SCHEMES
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES
(Contact: Brian A. Lucas)

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSURANCES
PERSONAL AND DOMESTIC INSURANCES
(Contact: Andrew J. Lawrence)
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BARK AND BARK BASED
PRODUCTS

Camland Products Ltd.,

Fordham House, Fordham,
Cambs CB7 5LN

Tel: 0638 721100 Telex: 81254
Melcourt Industries Limited,
Three Cups House, 5 Church Street,
Tetbury, Glos GL8 8JG

Tel: 0666 52711 or 53919
Telex: 43144

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF
COURSE ARCHITECTS

Full Members

J. Hamilton Stutt —

Hamilton Stutt & Co.,

Bergen, 12, Bingham Ave, Poole,
Dorset BW14 8NE

Tel: 0202 708406

Donald Harradine,

CH 6987, Caslano, Switzerland
Tel: 091 711561

Fred Hawtree. Martin Hawtree —
Hawtree & Son,

5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxford
OX7 1TQ

Tel: 0993 811976

Donald Steel - Cotton, Pennink,
Steel & Partners

Abbey Park, Bagnell End Rd,
Redditch, Worcs

Tel: 0527 63918

Tom McAuley,

38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co. Down,
N. Ireland BT20 4RW

Tel: 0247 465953

Peter Harradine,

P.O. Box 1165, Sharjah, United
Arab Emirates

Tel: 009716 356446

Provisional

Alistair Rae,

26 Tannoch Road, Uplawmoor,
Glasgow G78 4AD

Tel: 050 585 371

Cameron Sinclair - Cotton, Pennink,
Steel & Partners

Abbey Park, Bagnell End Rd,
Redditch, Worcs

Tel: 0527 63918

Simon Gidman - Hawtree & Son,
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxford
OX7 1TQ

Tel: 0993 811976

Overseas (Full)

Eddie Hackett,

28 Ailesbury Drive, Dublin 4, Eire
Tel: Dublin 691592

Joan Dudok Van Heel,

Beukenlaan 4, B-1640, St Genesius-
Rode, Nr Brussels, Belgium

Tel: 02/358 3387

Pier Mancinelli,

21 Via Achille Papa

00195 Rome, Italy

Tel: 06 36036 35

Jan Sederholm,

S 252 34 Helsingborg.

K. Kristoffersg 3A, Sweden

Tel: 042 371 84

Overseas (Provisional)

Kurt Rossknecht,

Dennenmoos 5a, 8990 Lindau-Bad,
Schachen, Germany

Tel: 08382 230 05

R. Berthet,

57-59 Rue Lhomond, 75005, Paris,
France

Tel: (1) 336 77 50

Senior Member

Fraser Middleton

15 Kilmaron Crescent, Cupar, Fife
KY15 4DS, Scotland

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF
COURSE CONSTRUCTORS

Chipman Limited,

Horsham, Sussex RH12 2NR

Tel: 0403 60341

Golf Landscapes Ltd.,

Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood,
Essex CM15 9SR

Tel: 0277 73720

Land Unit Construction Ltd.,

Folly Farm, Hanslope, Milton
Keynes, Bucks MK19 7BX

Tel: 0908 510414

Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd.,
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road,
Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne,
Dorset BH21 6QY

Tel: 0202 822372

Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd.,
9 Old Square, Warwick,
Warwickshire. Tel: 0926 492898
FERTILISERS

Bentley, Joseph Ltd.,
Barrow-on-Humber, South
Humberside. Tel: 0469 30501
FERTILISER & TOP DRESSING
D.O. Hunt Ltd.,

14 Fairfax Road, Heathfield, Newton
Abbot, Devon TQ12 6UD

Tel: 0626 834499

GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES
Bridges Pennants,

68 Southchurch Avenue, Southend-
on-Sea, Essex SS1 2RR

Tel: 0702 612344 & 67393
Contact: Mr. A. Elvin

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd.,

342 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds
LU4 8NU

Tel: 0582 597262 Telex: 887916
Contact: Peter Dell

GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLC,
Nacton Works, Nacton Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9QG

Tel. 0473 270000 Fax: 0473
270030 Telex: 98174

Cables: Ransome Ipswich
Contact: J.F.R. Wilson/R. Bishop
Watkins Nayler & Co. Ltd.,

Friar Street, Hereford

Tel: Hereford (0432) 274361
Telex: 35302 W. Nayler or contact
your dealer

GRASS SEED

British Seed Houses Ltd.,
Bewsey Ind. Est., Pitt Street,
Warrington, Cheshire

Tel: 0925 54411

Contact: Roger Saunders
Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol
BS11 9JH

Tel: 0272 823691

Contact: Michael Warne

Camp Road, Swinderby, Lincoln
Tel: 0522 86714

Contact: Philip Adams

Eastfield Ind. Est., Penicuik,
Mid-Lothian

Tel: 0968 78480

Contact: Michael Shannon

Mommersteeg International

Station Road, Finedon,
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire
NN9 5NT. Tel: 0933 680891
Contact: Michael Perkins
IRRIGATION

Cameron - a division of Wright Rain
Limited. Head Office: Harwood Ind.
Est., Littlehampton, West Sussex
BN17 7BA. Tel: 0903 713985
Evesham, Worcs.

Tel: Evesham (0386) 49348
Ringwood, Hants

Tel: Ringwood (04254) 2251
Spalding, Lincs

Tel: Spalding (0775) 3764
Norwich, Norfolk.

Tel: Swainsthorpe (0508) 470402
Edinburgh, Scotland

Tel: (031) 453 4789

Bridgnorth, Shropshire

Tel: Bridgnorth (07462) 61762
Wetherby, Yorks

Tel: Boston Spa (0937) 845788
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

Watkins Nayler & Co. Ltd.

Friar Street, Hereford

Tel: Hereford (0432) 274361
Telex: 35302 W. Nayler or contact
your dealer

Prime Watermen Ltd,
(Weather-matic distributors),
Wangford, Beccles,

Suffolk NR34 8AX

Tel: 050 278 481

Contact: Graham Hall

Toro Irrigation Ltd.,

Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate,
Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 3SD
Tel: Ringwood (04254) 6261
British Overhead Irrigation Ltd.,
The Green, Upper Halliford,
Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8RY
Tel: 09327 88301 Telex: 928767
Contact: Sales Department
Sports Ground Irrigation Co.
Hereward Lodge, Paget Road,
Lubenham, Market Harborough,
Leics.

Tel: 0858 63153

Telex: 347102 irrico G
Watermation Ltd.,

Monument Way, E. Woking, Surrey
GU21 5LY

Tel: Woking 70303 Telex: 859224
LIME FREE SANDS

Buckland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd.,
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey
Tel: 07372 40151

LITTER BASKETS

Wire Products (Wales) Ltd.,
Treforest Ind. Est., Pontypridd,
Glam.

Tel: Treforest (044 385) 2501
LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISER
Farmura Environmental

Products Ltd.,

Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford,
Kent

Tel: Egerton (023376) 241

LOAM

C. H. Binder Ltd.,

Embleys Farm, Moreton, Ongar,

Essex. CM5 0HY

Tel: Moreton 246 — 320

PEAT

Bord na Mona,

36 King Street, Bristol BS1 4DP
Tel: 0272 211666

PEAT IN BULK

Bord na Mona,

36 King Street, Bristol BS1 4DP
Tel: 0272 211666

RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS
Wilcocks,

Walker Street, Preston, Lancs.
Tel: Preston 53068

SAND

Martin Bros.

1A Clifton Street, Alderley Edge,
Cheshire SK9 7NW

Tel: Alderley Edge (0625) 584571
Contact: Nick Gray

Wettern Bros PLC.,

Rochester Road, Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent ME20 7DX

Tel: 0622 70431

Contact: J.F. Hoaen

SANDS - HORTICULTURAL

AND LAWN

Buckland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd.,
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey
Tel: 07372 40151

SEATS

Barlow Tyrie Ltd.,

Braintree, Essex CM7 7RN

Tel: Braintree (0376) 22505
Telex: 98173 Fax: Braintree (0376)
47052 (Brochure available)
SEAWEED FERTILISERS

Seamac,

Foundry Lane, Chippenham, Wilts.
Tel: 0249 652811

SEMI MATURE TREES

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West
Midlands B92 OJL

Tel: 06755 2033/4

Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher
SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE)

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,
Wood lane, Barston, Solihull, West

Midlands B92 OJL

Tel: 06755 2033/4

Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher
TEE MARKERS

Tacit-T-Markers,

3, Millers Lane, Monks Kirby, Rugby
CV23 ORJ

Tel: 0788 832166

Exclusive Teeing Ground Area
Marker. Brochure Available.

TEE MATS

Carpetition Ltd.,

6 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: 0484 28777

(“Tufturf”” - Synthetic Grass
Backed Rubber-Porous)

Charles Lawrence UK Ltd.,

153a Farndon Road, Newark, Notts.
NG24 4SP

Tel: 0636 76218 Telex: 37668
(Synthetic Grass Backed with
Rubber)

TOP DRESSING

Martin Bros.

1A Clifton Street, Alderley Edge,
Cheshire, SK9 7NW

Tel: Alderley Edge (0625) 584571
Contact: Nick Gray

Rufford Top Dress Supplies,
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry,
Rufford, Nr. Ormskirk,Lancs.
Deliveries to any part of UK

Tel: 0704 821 314 or 061 747 4333

TREE GUARDS

Lenvale Products Ltd.,

Chart Mill, Chart Sutton, Maidstone,
Kent.

Tel: 0622 890909

TREES & SHRUBS

Notcutts Nurseries Ltd.,
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4AF
Tel: 03943 3344

(Incorporating Waterers Nurseries,
Bagshot, Surrey)

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West
Midlands B92 0JL

Tel: 06755 2033/4

Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher

TREE TIES

Toms Tree Ties,

Wheeler Street, Headcorn, Ashford,
Kent TN27 9SH

Tel: 0622 891111

TRENCHING MACHINES

A.F. Trenchers Ltd.,

Gosbecks Road, Colchester, Essex
CO2 9JS

Tel: 0206 44411

Contact: W.D. Baker

TURF (SPECIALITY)

Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd.,
Elvington, York YO4 5AR

Tel: 0904 85 661

Telex: 57796 Rolawn G
Purpose-grown, Mature, Sports &
Amenity Turf

VERTI-DRAIN HIRE

Aeration & Drainage Services,

20 Westminster Close, Eastbourne,
East Sussex

Tel: 0323 506725

Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd.,
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road,
Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne,
Dorset BH21 6QY

Tel: 0202 822372/824906

E&S Sports Ground Contractors,
23 Knox Green, Binfield, Bracknell,
Berks RG12 5NZ

Tel: 0344 424081 (Richard Veitch)
S.C.C. Lands Maintenance Ltd.,

37 Roman Way, Turpins Ride,
Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 ONG

Tel: 0440 62369

Worth Draining,

Peter Bloodworth, Cornbecks,
Irnham, Grantham, Lincs NG33 4JQ
Tel: 0476 84266




