Europe's leading Greenkeepers

meet in Portugal

The PGA Europe Tour, sponsored by Volvo, will be playing for £16m in prize money in 1990, three times the sum

on offer just five years ago.

Golf, both professional and amateur has moved from being a weekend pursuit in little more than a decade to
become one of the fastest growing business ventures throughout the world, and now, not before time some
might say, the contribution to the game by the professional greenkeeper is at last receiving recognition.

John Lelean, joined the PGA European Tour Greenkeepers at their first conference at the Penina Hotel in

Portugal.

The Volvo European tour now extends
from the Highlands of Scotland to the
Persian Gulf, played on golf courses as
varied as the traditional links at St.
Andrews, through the heathlands of
surrey, the parklands at Woburn, the
semi-tropical scrub lands of Spain
and Portugal to the latest addition, the
Emirates Golf Club in Dubai.

Ask any of the players what they re-

quire from a tour venue and they will
say - “Firm fast greens, flat teeing
areas, tight lies on the fairways, well
defined differences between semi-
rough and rough, uniform sand in the
bunkers and consistency from one
course to the next”.

Avery tall order in a climate where the
temperatures can range from 100
degrees to little above freezing on one

of Britain's bad days.

In the week before the start of the
festive season, the PGA European Tour
Management brought together on the
Algarve Europe's leading greenkeep-
ers, and golf directors. The dedicated
professionals, whose skills in golf
course preparation and presentation
are an essential element to the Tour's
success.

Although there have been previous
meetings between the PGA European
Tour Management and Golf Course
Managers, this was the first fully struc-
tured conference where uninhibited
discussion was given unbridled rein,
overcoming with apparent ease the
barriers of nationality and language.
It could be said, greenkeepers speak
with the same tongue when discuss-
ing their favourite subject - growing
grass and maintaining golf courses.
The three day conference at the
Penina Hotel, was an outstanding
success, despite a spell of the most
inclement Algarve weather.

Course preparation is high on the
priority list of the PGA European Tour.
In 1989, Bruce Jamieson, previously
a Tournament Administrator was
appointed the Director of Agronomy, a
position he is well qualified to hold.
The son of the club professional at
Turnberry, he developed an interest in
greenkeeping and through the hard
school of self education in grass cul-
ture progressed to the position of
Course Manager at Royal Porthcawl.
It is his job to act as the liaison be-
tween the greenkeeping staff and the
Tour Manager, offering advice when
required, setting the standards for
course preparation and on occasions
offering a shoulder to cry on.

He works in cooperation with Tourna-
ment Directors and Tour Administra-
tors, who handle the course set-up
and two consultant greenkeepers.
Richard and Roger Stillwell, who spend
most of the season travelling the
Continent, visiting courses months
ahead of a Tour event. A course prepa-
ration document has been in exis-
tence for man years. It is part of Bruce
Jamieson’s role to revise it.

Those involved with a tour event used
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to be advised to cut putting surfaces to
1/8". This is now recognized as
sometimes impracticable. The aim is
now to produce an average green-
speed of between 9 1/2 - 10 1/2 feet,
on the stimpmeter throughout the
tournament. How this is achieved is
the responsibility of the Course Man-
ager, whether it be by cultural prac-
tice, the latest technology such as
groomer units, fine cutting or a combi-
nation of all these elements, is the
decision of the man in charge of the
course.

The European Tour, starts in Portu-
gal, moves to the United Arab Emir-
ates, then progresses northwards
through the season, until inJune they
reach theirmost northly event in Stock-
holm for the Scandinavian Open.
Within a little over four months, the
Tour have played courses as far apart
as Alaska to Mexico!

The variation in climatic conditions is

vast, the techniques involved in bring-
ing a course to its peak sodifferent. No
document can lay down a tablet of
stone to be followed. The finished
product can be the only criteria and
that is down to the man on the spot.

In Dubal, for the first staging of the
Desert Classic, the Course Manager,
Barry Carter frightened not only the
players, but himself when he achieved
a greenspeed of 13 feet, so fast that if
the wind had blown in frim the Gulf,
the ball would not have held on the
putting surface. These surfaces, faster
even than Augusta, were only possible
by putting the grass under extreme
stress and cutting to 1.25mm.

A cut in cool season climates at this
height would put such stress on the
grass it could not recover.

Jean Pierre Leboucher, from the
French Golf Federation, summed up
course preparation admirably - “Grass
is a living thing. It needs cosseting,

feeding, encouraging, nuturing. Prepa-
ration grass for a tournament is like
training an Olympic athelete. It must
be fit, healthy, well fed and strong.
Brought to its peak before it is put
under stress and.cut to a competitive
length”.

A presentation of the building of the
Emirates Club by Golf Director, Terry
Duffy and its subsequent maintenance
programme, fascinated all at the con-
ference. A detailed report will be
published in a future issue of The Golf
Course, but it can be recoreded that
the course hosted a Tour Event in less
than three years of the arrival of the
first bull-dozer on the barren desert
sands.

By harnessing surplus water from the
nearby de-salination plant, which in
turn was powered from energy created
from an industrial smelting plant, grass
was growing on greens and fairways
within days of planting. Two huge fish
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filled lakes act as resevoirs, to supply
up to 2 million gallons a day through
the irrigation system. All this for less
than £2 and half millon pounds, half
the cost of the clubhouse!

Course management and maintenance
on any course with a high through put
of golfers, and this applies to all the
courses used by the European Tour,
requires a sound, well organised work
programme over 12 months of the
year.

Course Manager, Derek Ganning in
charge of The Belfry, had two
tournaments in 1989, the English
Open in June, followed by the Ryder
Cup in September. He told the
conference how the greenstaff's work
plan has to dove tail with the host of
other supporting bodies from TV,
Tented Village, Hospitality Units,
Telephones and even the refuse and
toilets.

His philosophy is to be firm yet friendly,
knowing where structures are to be
sited and who is responsible. Mini-
mum course damage is the main
consideration.

Bruce Jamieson sees the main aim is
to provide a fair competitive arena for
the player. Providing equal consistent
conditions on the day, for those with a
late tee off as far those who play ear-
lier.

He is looking for commitment from the
course managers, something he is
certain to obtain from such a highly
dedicated band of greensmen who are
proud to put their hallowed acres under
examination, if only for a few days at
the height of the golf season.
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