
NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

RECONSTRUCTION AT EAST 
DORSET 

Proposals for the construction of 9 addi-
tional holes and the reconstruction of the 
existing 18 holes have now been submit-
ted by the club's course architect, Martin 
Hawtree of Hawtree & Sons. 
Work on the new 9 holes should start in 
April and it is anticipated that they will 
come into play in 1992. Reconstruction of 
10 of the holes on the existing course will 
start in May and by turfing the greens, it is 
hoped that they will come into play next 
year. Work on the remaining 8 holes of the 
existing course will start in 1991 and these 
should be back in play at the same time as 
the new 9 holes. 
By that time the club will have an 18 hole 
course some 7000 yards in length from the 
back tees with an additional 9 hole course 
- all tees and greens having been 
relocated and reconstructed to modern 
standards. 
Landscaping of the area in front of the 
clubhouse will include a new large putting 
green, and the clubhouse itself will be 
enlarged, with additional car parking space. 
Martin Hawtree is working closely with 
Eddie Hadgkiss the club's recently 
appointed course manager. It is 
interesting to note that Martin's father 
Fred was the Architect for the extensive 
improvements on the John O'Gaunt 
Golf Club when Eddie's father was the 
head greenkeeper there - like father, like 
son! 
The East Dorset Club's General Manager, 
David Thomas, sees the overall construc-
tion programme as an exciting one al-
though current members may suffer a little 
during the next couple of years. However, 
by 1992 they should have an excellent 27 
golf holes with clubhouse facilities to match 
- not forgetting the recently opened floodlit 
driving range. 

DIY GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 
SCHEME 

Many farmers are deterred from convert-
ing their land into a golf course because of 
the high production costs involved. With 
700 courses required by the year 2000 AD 
to meet demand, the irony is that these 

landowners have ideal sites but feel lim-
ited by finance. 
Now Hawtree & Son, the Oxford based 
international golf course architects, have 
come up with a revolutionary idea for what 
in essence are do-it-yourself golf courses, 
in which they submit a simple design and 
then allow the farmer and his workforce to 
build it in their own time, while maintaining 
a supervisory role. 
By this method the Oxford-based practice, 
is making golf course ownership more 
attainable. The first example of this new 
concept is the Sandford Springs Golf Club 
near Kingsclere in Hampshire on the site 
of Sandford Farm owned by Raleigh Place. 
The complex was opened by Nick Faldo 
US Masters champion, earlier this year. 
Simon Gidman, Hawtree's on-site archi-
tect for the project designed the layout for 
the farmer and his partners to produce an 
18 hole 6050yard par 70 course. Through-
out construction the architects were on 
hand to advise and check each stage of 
development. 
The second example is an 18 hole golf 
course at Wrag Farm just north of Swin-
don. The construction work has now been 
completed and the course is scheduled to 
open in 1991. 
Over the next few years it is hoped a form 
of joint venture between architect and 
farmer will lead to many new golf courses 
as no-frills development costs are kept to 
a minimum, but to a high specification. 

STAVERTON PARK HOTEL AND 
GOLFING COMPLEX OPENS FOR 
BUSINESS 

Staverton Park, the established parkland 
course near Daventry and the course 
where Nick Faldo's coach David Lead-
better began his successful career, have 
opened its impressive hotel complex. 
The initial phase of 30 bedrooms to luxury 
standards, complements the golf course, 
before, further20 roomsfeaturing 6luxury 
suites with jacuzzi spa baths and glorious 
panoramic views of the golf course will 
open in the spring. A health and fitness 
suite for hotel guests including a trimna-
sium, sauna, solarium and snooker room 
add to the facilities. The complex should 
appeal not only to lovers of golf but to 
anyone seeking a relaxing leisure break. 

Hewn out of the natural Northamptonshire 
landscape, Staverton represented a sig-
nificant change in direction in golf course 
construction when building started nearly 
15 years ago. 
The brief to architect John D Harris from 
proprietor David Green was simple, create 
a course of spectacular dimension that is 
enjoyable to play 12 months a year. 
The late Commander Harris was the ideal 
man for the job, having established a 
reputation throughout the world in the field 
of golf course architecture, with projects 
as far afield as Runway Bay in Jamaica 
and Canberra, Australia. He also recog-
nised the need for aesthetic features on 
courses with a particular penchant for sand 
and water, both of which feature signifi-
cantly at Staverton Park plus the need to 
have clear vision of both features and 
hazards from tee. 
Work started at Staverton Park in 1975 
with the original course being designed 
around mighty elm trees, which provided 
the definition on a number of the holes, 
large sand traps, large sand greens with 
suspended water table construction and a 
number of constructed water features. 
The original 150 acres of farm land on 
which the course was built required con-
siderable "re-forming" in order to provide 
the necessary contour ideal for a golf 
course. This involved the movement of 
approximately 600,000 tons of earth and 
the laying of 10,000 yards of land drain-
age. 
The sand construction of the greens on top 
of the suspended water table provide the 
ideal surface for maximum drainage and it 
is this facility above all other that makes 
Staverton such a popular course during 
the winter months. 
The greens, sown with Pencross Bent 
combine all the elements that make them 
ideal for play throughout the year - snow or 
heavy frost excepting, winter greens are a 
rarity at Staverton. 
Sadly the Dutch Elm blight that decimated 
the country in the eighties, left its mark at 
Staverton Park and a major tree planting 
programme has been in operation for the 
last ten years. 
Now open for nearly 13 years, Staverton 
Park is maturing into a very fine course, its 
open fairways encourage players to open 
their shoulders from the tee, but beware 
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Staverton Parks new luxury hotel 
the careless 2nd shot, despite the decep-
tively large greens, each is surrounded by 
Commander Harris' hungry traps and if 
they don't get you, the cunning borrow on 
these huge greens (some nearly 1/2 acre 
in size) certainly will. 
Each hole enjoys a character of its own at 
Staverton Park, none too hard, but none 
too simple, ensuring an enjoyable day out 
for golfers of handicaps both high and low. 
Greens and tees are irrigated by an auto-
matic Watermation system installed at 
construction. Water is pumped from a main 
pond on the course to a reservoir pond by 
the 1st tee. From here water is circulated 
back around the course with tees, ap-
proaches and greens being irrigated. 
Because of the natural clay subsoil a 
number of springs feed the water through-
out the year ensuring ample irrigation in 
even the driest of conditions. 
These ponds also play an important part in 
the aesthetics providing a natural habitat 
for both indigenous wild life such as, coots, 
moorhens, swans, ducks but also, the 
occasional foreign visitor such as Canada 
Geese. 
Due to its rural location the course is a 
haven for other natural inhabitants, includ-
ing foxes, rabbits, hares and even the odd 
mercurial badger. 
Head Greenkeeper, Howard Middlesbrook 
served his course manager apprentice-
ship at Tankersley Park Golf Course for 
seven and a half years, where he studied 
for the city and guilds greenkeeping certifi-
cate, and then passed with three distinc-
tions and three credits at Broomfield Col-

lege, Derby, where he was top student. 
Howard, aged 29, held his first major 
position at Pinegrove Country Club where 
he was head greenkeeper for two years. 
During that time he built a large bowling 
green and a putting green from scratch. 
He then moved on to Pontefract Golf Club 
where he was head greenkeeper for 
three and a half years. He directed the 
reconstruction of all the bunkers, built 
new tees and developed the course. He 
also took control of a major tree planting 
operation. 
Howard (below) plays golf with the 
Green-keepers Association and is a 
section member of the Greenkeepers 
Committee. Married to Debbie, who he 
met while playing at Tankersley Park Golf 
Course some time after leaving there, they 
have two children, Gavin aged three and a 

half and a toddler Francis at 20 months. 
They now live in Daventry and are starting 
to settle into the Northamptonshire way of 
life. 
Howard has worked at Staverton for some 
months and plans to develop the course to 
its full potential. He describes the course 
as being well laid out with many attractive 
features, the large sand constructed greens 
giving all year round play ability. 
Howard and his team of three greens staff 
have recently planted 1,000 trees, birch, 
oak, alder willow, lime, sycamore and scots 
pine to add to the beauty of the course in 
years to come. 

SEPTEMBER OPENING FOR PAXHILL 
PARK 

The construction of the clubhouse of the 
new Paxhill Park Golf Club at Lindfield has 
just begun and is scheduled to be com-
pleted before the opening of the club this 
September. 
The 6,128 yard course, which was 
designed by PGA professional Patrick Tal-
lack (pictured above) and built by his con-
struction company is creating tremendous 
interest in the area and the club have 
opened an application list for members. 
Patrick Tallack told us "We are all de-
lighted with progress and the amount of 
interest shown already is very encourag-
ing indeed. The golf club will soon estab-
lish itself as one of the finest in Sussex. 
The setting and views are superb". 
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CHAMPIONSHIP COURSE FOR EAST 
ANGLIA 

A new 18 hole championship golf course is 
to open in East Anglia. Hintlesham Hall 
Golf Club, four miles west of Ipswich, will 
attract the world's leading golfers. 
The 6835 yards Par 73 golf course, de-
signed by Hawtree & Son the Oxford-
based architects, responsible for over 300 
courses worldwide is scheduled to open 
officially later this year was built by Land 
Unit Construction Ltd of Milton Keynes. 
Nearing completion the golf course 
adjoins the 16th century country house 
previously owned by Robert Carrier, the 
internationally known restaurateur. The 
present owners Ruth and David Watson 
converted Hintlesham Hall in 1984 to an 
exquisite 33 bedroomed hotel and they 
have now put the whole development on 
the market through Humberts Leisure for 
£7.5 million as a going concern. 
The course covers 150 acres of rich 

Suffolk parkland, not far from Constable 
country and is only ten minutes from the 
main A12 London-Yarmouth road. 
Eight greenkeepers will work under the 
direction of Charles Burke, formerly head 
greenkeeper with the Stowmarket Golf 
Club. 
Membership has been restricted to 400 for 
the coming season. This number will 
consist of corporate members and those 
paying annual subscriptions. By restrict-
ing the use of the course initially, the 
intention is to allow it to mature at a natural 
pace. 
The course architecture follows in the 
classic tradition of Augusta National, in 
that placement of shot on the fairways, 
rather than avoiding savage hazards, is 
the primary test. 
In essence Hawtree & Son has steered 
clear of blind holes and random unfair 
penalties in favour of a more honest and 
open test that will challenge the best play-
ers as well as the club golfer. 
This was the primary objective of the cur-

rent owner David Watson when he com-
missioned the international architects to 
design a course alongside his hotel. 
Over the next three months 200 trees-a-
day will be planted mainly saplings, in and 
around the perimeter of the 150 acre 
parkland course. Charles Burke currently 
leads the team undertaking this forward 
looking project and by the time the course 
opens it will benefit from 8,000 new trees. 
It is expected that the character of this 
picturesque course will change dramati-
cally as the woodland matures and compli-
ments the famous 16th century country 
house. 
Despite heavy rainfall in the Ipswich area 
in February, Hintlesham Hall remained 
relatively unaffected, after a week in which 
almost two inches of rain forced many 
coursestoclose. Through it all, Hintlesham 
remained unaffected. 
All 18 greens at Hintlesham Hall have 
been constructed on three layers. A stone 
carpet, binding layer of coarse sand and 
finally a top mix of soil and sand. 

Your Chemical Storage Problems 
SOLVED 

with a practical, secure workbase from 

CLEVELAND SITESAFE LTD 

For further information on our wide range of units 

PLEASE CONTACT 

Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd., 
High Farm, Old Lackenby, Telephone: 
Eston, Middlesborough, (0642) 
Cleveland. TS6 8DN. 453629 

TURFC0 BANTAM 
Sod-Cutter 

Cuts up to 
5,000 sq. 
ft/hr 
Cutting 
widths 12M 

15", 16" 
and 18" 
Variable 
depths 1/4" 
to 2 1/2" 

As well as cutting new sod the Bantam is ideal for cutting 
dead, worn or weed infested turf and preparing the 
ground for installation of new sod. The design incorpor-
ates full complement of adjustment for blade depth and 
angle to meet the demands of different applications. The 
Bantam now features a 8HP Industrial/Commercial (l/C) 
engine. 

UK Distributors: 
TURF MACHINERY HIRE 
Woking, 
Surrey. 
Tel Nos: 0483 764467 
Fax: 0483 767928 

Write or call for 
more detailed literature 


