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Ransomes bid for Cushman

Ransomes plc, the Ipswich based grass
machinery company, has made a £95m
cash bid for the Cushman Group which
manufactures a wide range of grass
machinery under the Cushman and Ryan
brand labels and also includes the Cana-
dian Brouwer company.

Atthe same time as the announcement for
the Cushman Group, Ransomes also told
shareholders they were acquiring the
Westwood company for £9m, the largest
manufacturers of garden tractors outside
the United States.

Shareholders are to be invited to raise
£53m towards the purchase of these co
panies through a proposed 1 for 1 Rights
Issue of new Convertible Preference
shares, the balance to be provided through
bank lending facilities.

Since Ransomes decided to move out of
the farm machinery market, co pany prof-
its have shown a considerable upturn,
increasing yet again in the half year to the
end of June by 10.3% over the corre-
sponding period in 1988.

Commenting on the bids, Bob Dodsworth,
Ransomes Group Chief Executive told
The Golf Course.

“The acquisition of the Cushman Group
further establishes Ransomes as one of
the world’s leading manufacturers of grass
machinery. It provides Ransomes with a
wide range of complementary products
and strengthens the Group’s existing
manufacturing and distribution base in
North America, the world’s largest market.
Westwood, one of the largest garden trac-
tor manufacturers outside the United
States, co plements Mountfield’s range of
quality consumer products.”

Last year the unaudited operating profit of
the Cushman Group rose to $16.3 million
from $12.2 million, with the successful
introduction of a number of new commer-
cial grass machinery products though
profitability in the current financial year
has declined, largely as a result of a poor
performance at Brouwer, where there was
aserious strike and the launch of an unsat-
isfactory new product, which has since
been discontinued.

Ransomes has formulated plans aimed at
improving the profitability of both Cush-
man and Brouwer.

Westwood tractors are supplied with a
wide range of attachments, which include
grass collectors, lawn groomers, garden
rollers and dump trucks.

Westwood also manufactures a range of
ride-on mowers.

Founded in 1969, Westwood is based in
Plymouth where it has a well-equipped
manufacturing facility of some 150,000
square feet and a workforce of some 300
employees. Mr. Roy Ashwell, the Director
responsible for Ransomes Consumer
Division, will assume responsibility for the
company management.

It is understood the company have been
experiencing difficulties this year due to
the long hot summer and a number of
employees have been ‘laid off'.
Ransomes’ growth in the worldwide com-
mercial grass machinery market has been
restricted by the fact that, as a foreign
entity, its penetration of the United States
market has been slower than the Board
would have wished. The proposed acqui-
sition of the Cushman Group represents
an outstanding opportunity to remedy this.
Each of the Cushman, Ryan and Brouwer
product ranges has an excellent reputa-
tion and provides a complementary fit with
the Ransomes product range, which is
primarily focused on grass cutting rather
than turf and lawn maintenance.

Ransomes believe it will be able to in-
crease the volume of thecushman Group’s
exports outside the United States, particu-
larly through its European distribution
network, which is well placed the handle
the additional products from the Cushman
Group.

On the basis of Ransomes’ projections of
the increase in the number of golf courses
in the world, they espect this market to
continue to show real growth beyond the
end of the century.

Cushman’s UK and Southern Ireland
distributor, Paul Huxley, told The Golf
Course from his New Alresford factory that
it was “business as usual”, and the
company were continuing to service and
supply customers and their dealer
net-work.

He said that Cushman had telephoned
him from Lincoln, Nebraska to give news
of the bid, but to date he had not been in
contact with Ransomes.

Huxleys Grass Machinery, not only distrib-
uted Cushman products, but also manu-
facture a range of equipment under the
Huxley label, specifically designed to fit
the complete Cushman system.

Cushman's latest truckster could be a money spinner for Ransomes
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Human factors cause
accidents

A survey has revealed that between 80%-
90% of accidents at work can be attributed
to - Human Factors.

The ten most common items have been
identified as:

1. Negligence - Failure to observe work
rules, instructions or carry out mainte-
nance.

2. Anger or Temper - Leading to irrational
actions.

3. Hasty Decisions - Acting before thinking
or taking hazardous shortcuts.

4. Indifference - Lack of attention or day
dreaming.

5. Distractions - Interruptions by others or
not concentrating on the job in hand.

6. Curiosity - Doing the unknown or experi-
menting.

7. Inadequate instruction - Poor training
methods without safety features.

8. Bad Work Environment - Clutter, dirty
conditions unguarded machinery.

9. Over Confidence - Taking matters for
granted, becoming too cocksure.

10. Lack of Planning - Depending on oth-
ers without ensuring what has been agreed
has been done.

As a check list for managers, these ten
points willensure the chance of aworkplace
accident will be substantially reduced, if
these human errors are rectified the
moment they are spotted.
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Supaturf open new sales
office

Supaturf Products Ltd has obtained new
premises at Old Fosse Works, Coventry

David Palmer
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Road, Narborough and is opening a new
sales office.

Supaturf is also setting up a new system
of distribution, using selected distributors
throughout the country to join the existing
distributors in Scotland and Ireland as well
as in France, Holland and Belgium for its
‘speciality’ products such as a range of
Supaturf fertilisers, Even-Speed fertiliser
distributors, Aqua-gro and other selected
products.

Chairman David Palmer says, “This
new policy for England and Wales
will allow Supaturf to concentrate its ef-
forts on a range of products which our
distributors will be selling to the amenity
market.”
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Courses in Turf Management

The Sports Turf Research Institute will
hold courses at Bingley in the autumn of
1989 and the spring of 1990 on the theory
and practice of turf construction and
management. The courses last five days
(Monday to Friday) and will cover soils,
grasses, turf diseases and pests, drain-
age, watering, fertilizers and machinery.
The dates are as follows:-

Autumn 1989 - commencing Monday 16th
October (General Course - places still
available). Monday 23rd October and
Monday 30th October (these weeks are
specialising in golf only - very few places
still available)

Spring 1990 - commencing Monday 1Sth
February, Monday 26th February and
Monday 5th March (initially the week
commencing 19th February will be for golf
only. Subject to demand the second week
may be devoted to golf but the third week
will be a general course.

Club Managers Course

This is atwo-day course intended for Club
Managers, Chairman of Green and other
persons who need to be aware of the
problems of turf care and management.
The syllabus covers basically the same
subjects as above, but in less depth.
The fees are as follows: Autumn 1989 -
Members £110, Non-members £135.
Spring 1990 - Members £125, Non-mem-
bers £155. Managers Course £100. All
fees are plus VAT and are exclusive of
accommodation and meals.

Further details available from The
Secretary, The Sports Turf Research
Institute, Bingley, West Yorkshire
BD16 1AU. Telephone Bradford (0274)
565131.

One man mows for charity

lan Ireland, 50, of Harlow in Essex aimed
to cut his way to world record last month
when he set off on a round Britain, fund-
raising mission for Leukaemia Research.
lan did not make his marathon trip on foot,
he was riding an Iseki SG15 Hydrostatic
Diesel Engine Lawnmower and hoped to
cover 3,500 miles in 28 days, clipping
some 10% off the previous world best.
lan’s five year old son, Stuart, is chroni-
cally ill in London’s Great Ormond Street
Hospital and has been suffering from Leuk-
aemia attacks since he was eight months
old. Stuart’s heart has been failing fast and
he is now being kept alive on a support
machine, pending major heart surgery.
Stuart’s brave fight for life has been the
inspiration for lan, and big business, in-
dustry and commerce rallied round to help
the cause.

The Lawnmower, and special clothing and
equipment have all been donated by Iseki
UK Ltd. A host of celebrities also promised
to join lan on his trip round the UK's major
towns and cities including Barry McGuigan,
Eric Clapton, Rula Lenska and lan Botham
-the man whose charity walks have done
so much to help raise the level of aware-
ness and support for Leukaemia Research.
If you want to make a donation to lan’s
fund, please send a cheque or postal order
to:- Iseki UK Ltd, The UK Compact Tractor
Centre, Broadway, Bourn, Cambridge.
CB3 7TL. Marking the envelope Leukae-
mia Research.
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New chief executive at the
Institute of Groundsmanship

Keith Williams has been appointed to the
new post of Chief Executive atthe Institute
of Groundsmanship. He will be respon-
sible forthe day to day management of the
Institute’s activities and for recommending
and implementing policies to further de-
velop the commercial growth of the Insti-
tute through marketing and promotional
activity. He has run his own management
consultancy company and was Director of
Development for the Chartered Institute of
Transport before taking up his present ap-
pointment.

Keith Williams is a keen sportsman, and
has represented Hertfordshire in both
soccer and athletics. He has served as a
school governor and is actively involved in
youth community work.
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New finance deal for Iseki

Low cost finance for Iseki dealers and their
customers.. that's the promise from a new
finance deal agreed between Iseki UK and
Humberclyde.

“It doesn’t make economic sense for a
businessto purchase equipmentoutright,”
says David Williams, Iseki finance man-
ager. “It would be difficult for anyone else
to offer a better deal than the one we're
now promoting.”

Iseki Finance provides funding in the form
of hire purchase, lease loans and a
recently introduced contract hire plan.
“The service we can offer will enable deal-
ers to conclude machinery sales more

quickly and effectively atthe sametime as
ensuring their customers a cost-effective
deal,” says Colin Gregory, sales director,
Iseki UK.
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Two new synthetic tees from
Leisure K

"Top Tee" and "Mastertee" are the all-
weather, all-the-year-round artificial tees
that feel right and look right. With a tightly
woven construction and thick resin back-
ing, both have great strength to withstand
the turning action from golf shoes as well
as impact from a short iron club; and both
will not harm club heads.

Standard sizeis 1 1/2x 1 1/2 yards - large

Colin Gregory (left) Iseki Sales Director signs up the Iseki finance deal with Peter Quigley

and David Williams

enough for the tallest golfer using a driver.
This square shape allows the tee to be
turned regularly so asto provide play on all
4 sides, thus ensuring even wear under-
foot and at club-head. Longer tee-mats
canbe supplied, cutto the length required.
Pile height is 30mm which gives the "feel”
of natural turf underfoot. A tee-peg can be
placed anywhere in the pile - the short peg
is necessary for most players - orthe golfer
can strike the ball dircetly off the mat.
Colour is all - green, blending in with sur-
rounding turf.

Topteeis equally ideal forthe driving range
or the practice net, where punishing use
demands good wearability as well as the
right 'feel’ for golfers.

Leisure K can be contacted at Ingleside,
Church Road, Mannings Heath, Horsham
RH13 6JE. Telephone: (0403) 68500

Appointment at
Synchemicals Vitax

Mike Heath, formerly employed by Supaturf
Products as a Senior Sales Advisor and
Consultant, has joined the Amenity and
Commercial Sales Division of Synchemi-
cals Vitax Limited.

Mike Heath will cover Scotland and North-
ern England and the company see this
addition to their sales team as an indica-
tion of their commitment to the develop-
ment and expansion of the commercial
range of products into the 1990’s.

Make your course more attractive with the

new “Players” Bunker Rake from TACIT.

A bracket attached to the vandal proof shaft
keeps the handle above the wet sand or grass.
Selected for use at St. Pierre and The Belfry.

“It stands above
the rest.”

“TACIT"

MANUFACTURERS
RUGBY, ENGLAND
TEL: (0788) 832166
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'Teach’' Tallack advice on
finance administration and
construction of new golf
courses.

A British concern that is enjoying
considerable success in the burgeoning
golf industry is the Leatherlead based
Patrick Tallack Golf Course Design and
Construction company. Patrick Tallack, a
PGA golf professional of 30 years experi-
ence is internationally known as Teach'
Tallack due to a star studded clientele
including the Duke & Duchess of Bedford,
Bruce Forsyth, Eric Sykes, Shakin'
Stevens and currently Michael Aspel.

His background includes many years of
being responsible for the viability of the
golf courses under his control. One of the
reasons for the company's success is this
knowledge of all aspects of the subject as
clients certainly enjoy the comfort factor
knowing they willbe recommended wether
a course should be private or public; the
level of charges for green fees and mem-
bership; projected income and expendi-
ture; and most important of all advice in
staffing the club and course.

The company has a team of experienced
designers and skilled constructors sup-
ported by solid administration from a new
head office in Leatherhead.

This amalgam of skills 'in-house' allied to
Patrick Tallack's background of golf course
management means that any project they
are involved in has the benefit of sound
business experience.

The company's latest project is the new
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Paxhill Park Golf Club at Lingfield in
Sussex, which is scheduled to be open in
August 1990 and they are conducting
several feasibilities in Northern France
and Southern England for new clients.
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Sisis seminar and
demonstration days

Anyone who would like to know how to
choose the best of the modern grass seed
cultivatars; how to get the best results
when buying cultivated turf and how to
maintainthe finest playing surfaces - should
make a note in their diaries now.

Sisis, Rolawn and British Seed Houses
are joining forces to present a series of
three Seminar/Demonstration Days in
Birmingham, Stoke-On-Trent and South-
ampton on 24th, 25th and 26th Oct 1989.
There will be practical demonstrations of
the latest Sisis turf maintenance machines
including the new Power Force range,
demonstrations ofthe best ways to use the
different types of Rolawn turf and advice
from British Seed Houses on selecting
grass seed and the best methods of seed-
ing. Buffet lunch provided. Admission is
free of charge but by invitation only from
Lynn Hilton at Sisis (0625) 26363.

Win for Sonning Secretary

Parkers Golf Club Secretaries’ Tourna-
ment was again held at Walton HEath Golf
Club, on August 7th.

Eighty golf clubs were represented at this
popular annual event and competitors
included the National Captain of the Asso-

ciation of Golf Club Secretaries, Anthea
Wilkinson, and the National Secretary,
John Crowther. The weather was superb
and competition was as keen as ever with
Peter Williams, of Sonning Golf Club
eventually winning the Stableford with 42
points, with a better score over the back
nine against David Bradney of Betchworth
Park Golf Club.

Results: Men -

42pts P. Williams (Sonning GC), D. Brad-
ney (Betchworth Park GC); 41pts P. Pel-
ling (Abridge GC), Roger Stallard (Croham
Hurst GC).

Ladies -

43pts S. Scott (Cuddington GC); 34pts K.
Pudner (Purley Down GC), A. Wilkinson
(Stoneham GC).

Peter Williams receives his trophy from Mrs
Parker, wife of the Chairman of Parkers.
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LEWIS EQUIPMENT LTD

The Landlord 300S.
Designed to suit any
make or size of tractor
over 20 horse power.

* 1.3 metre chassis width
with 14 inches offset
from centre.

* 8 feet or 9 feet digging
depth.

* Hydraulic or manual
clamps.

LEWIS EQUIPMENT LTD. © WATERLOO ROAD © BIDFORD-ON-AVON © WARWICKSHIRE B50 4JH © TEL. (0789) 773044 © TELEX 312651

The Landiord 400S for
tractors of 30 horse
power and over.

* 1.6 metre chassis width
with 20 inches offset
from centre.

* 8 feet, 9 feet or 10 feet
6 inches digging depth.

* Hydraulic or manual
clamps. 10
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