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BUYERS' GUIDE 
BARK AND BARK BASED 
PRODUCTS 
Camland Products Ltd., 
Fordham House, FordhaiTi, Cambs. CB7 5LN 
Tel: 0638 721100 Telex: 81254 
Melcourt Industries Limited, 
Three Cups House, 5 Church Street, Teibury, 
Glos. GL8 8JG Tel: 0666 52711 or 53919 
Telex: 43144 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 
COURSE ARCHITECTS 
full members 
J. Hamilton Stutt -
Hamilton Stutt & Co. 
Bergen 12, Bingham Ave, Poole, 
Dorset, BH14 8NE Tel: 0202 708406 
Donald Harradine, 
CH 6987, Caslano, Switzerland. 
Tel: 091 711561 
Fred Hawtree. Martin Hawtree -
Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, 
Oxford, OX7 1TQ Tel: 0993 811976 
Donald Steel, 
The Forum, Stirling Road, Chichester, 
West Sussex, P019 2EN Tel: 0243 531901 
Tom McAuley, 
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co.Down, 
N. Ireland, BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953 
Peter Harradine, 
P.O.Box 1165, Sharjah, United Arab 
Emirates. Tel: 009716 356446 
Provisional 
Simon Gidman, Peter Bellchambers, 
Steven McFarlane, Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon. 
OX7 1TQ Tel: 0993 811976 
Aiistair Rae, 
26 Tannoch Road, Uplawmcor, 
Glasgow, G78 4AD Tel: 050 585 371 
Scefen Quenouille, do Tom McAuley, 
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, C.Down, N.Ireland 
BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953 
Cameron Sinclair, 
Marsh Watson PTV. Ltd, P.O.Box 136, 
Nerang. Q.4211, Australia Tel: 075 58 4733 
Overseas full 
Eddie Hackett, 
28 Ailesbury Drive, Dublin 4, Eire. Tel: Dublin 
691592 
Joan Dudok Van Heel, 3eukenlaan 4, B-
1640, St. Genesius-Rode, Nr. Brussels, 
Belgium Tel: 02-3583387 
Pier Mancinelli, 21 Via Achille Papa 
00195, Rome. Italy. Tel: 06-36036-35 
Jan Sederholm, S 252 34 Helsingborg. 
K. Kristoffersg 3A, Sweden. Tel: 042-371-84 
Overseas (provisional) 
Kurt Robknecht, Dennenmoos 5a, 8990 
Lindau-Bad, Schachen, Germany 
Tel .08382-230-05 
R. Berthet, 57-59 Ruo Lhomond, 75005, 
Paris, France. Tel: (1) 336-77-50 
Honorary members 
G.S. Cornish, Fiddlers Green, Amherst, 
Mass. 01002 USA. 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 
COURSE CONSTRUCTORS 
Golf Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, 
Essex. CM159SR Tel: 0277 73720 
Land Unit Construction Ltd., 
" oily Farm, Hanslope, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK19 7BX Tel: 0908 51041^ 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
Homestead Fa'im, Ringwood Road, 
Throe Legged Cross, Wimbourne, 
Dorset. BH21 60V Tel: 0202 822372 
Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd., 
9 Old Square, Warwick, Warwickshire, 
Tel: 0926 492898 
BRITISH TURF IRRIGATION 
ASSOCIATION 
Full and Provisional members 
Full Members 
Bell Turf and Irrigation Services, 
Milners Holt, Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR 
Tel: (0777) 817410 
British Overhead Irrigation Ltd., 
The Green, Upper Halliford, Shepperton, 
Middlesex. TW17 8RY Tel: (09327) 88301/4 

Cameron Irrigation Ltd., 
(A Division of Wright Rain), 
Harwood Ind. Est, Littlehampton, Sussex. 
BN17 7BATel: (0903) /13985 
RandsrWade Ltd., 
20 Whiteacre, Lrttlehamptca. West Sussex. 
BN17 7JATel: (0903)724545 
Gclf Landscapes Irrigation, Golf 
Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, Essex. 
CM 15 9SR Tel: (0277) 73720 
Irrigation and Leisure Services, 
34 Station Road, Nassington, Peterborough, 
PE8 6QB Tel: (0780) 782375 
Irrigation and Slurry Services, 
Louvain, Quavey Road, Redlynch, Wiltshire, 
SP52HH Tel: (0725) 20377' 
North Staffs Irrigation Co., 
Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone, 
Staffordshire. Tel: (0785) 812706 
Par 4 Irrigation, 
Ash Grove Ind. Est., Ripon, N. Yorkshire. 
Tel: (0765) 2175 
Rain Bird Europe, SARL, BP 72-13762, 
Les Mi lies, France Tel: (010 3342) 244461 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co., 
21 Paget Road, Lubenham, Market Har-
borough, Leicestershire. Tel: (0858) 63153 
Sports Turf Services, 
Newbridge Ind. Est., Newbridge, Midlothian, 
EH28 8LE Tel: (031333) 2345 
T & G Turf Irrigation Services, 
8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, N. Yorkshire. 
HG4 2JW Tel: (0765)2941 
Toro Irrigation Ltd., 
Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate, 
Christchurch Rd., Ringwood, Hampshire. 
BH24 3SD Tel: (04254) 6261/2 
Also Toro International Sales Co. - address 
as above 
Turf Irrigation Services Ltd., 
Betchton.Sandbach, Cheshire. CW11 OTS 
Tel: (04775) 255/6 
Watennation Ltd., Monument Way Ease, 
Woking, Surrey. GU21 5LY Tel: (04862) 
70303/21009 
Watermation (Scotland) Ltd., 
30 Bannockburn Road, St. Ninians, Stirling, 
FK7 6BP. Tel: (0786) 70252 
Philip York and Associates, 
P.O.Box 294,Christchurch, Dorset. BH23 8EY 
Tel: (0425) 73892 
Provisional Member 
Pilme Watermen Ltd., 
Wangford, Beccles, Suffolk. NR34 8AX. 
Tel: (050278) 481 
COMPOST 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Qua» y, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk. Lanes. 
Deliveries to any part of UK 
Tel: 061 7474333 
FERTILISER & TOP DR EC SING 
D.O.Huns Ltd., 
14 Fairfax Road, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ12 6UD Tel: 0626 834499 
GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES 
H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd.lnc. Bridges 
Pennants. 342 Selbourne Road, Luton, 
Beds, LU4 8NIJ Tel: 0582 597262 
Telex: 887916 Contact: Peter Dell 
Tacit, 
Unit 3,3 Milters Lane, Monks Kirby, Rugby. 
CV23 OR J Tel: 0788 832166 
The very best for less in golf course 
equipment. 
GOLF COURSE CONTRACTOR 
Landscape Maintenance Ltd., 
167 Station Road, West Moors, 
Dorset. Tel: 0202 872549 
GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT 
Allett Mowers Ltd., 
Unit 60, Burkitt Road, Earlstrees Ind.Est., 
Corby, Northants. NN17 2DT 
Tel: 0536 68950 Contact: David Allett 
Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies PLC, 
Nacton Works, Nacton Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. IP3 9QG Tel: 0473 270000 
Fax: 0473 270030 Telex: 98174 
Cables: Ransomes Ipswich 
Contact: J.F.R.Wilson/R. Bishop 

Votcx Hereford Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 0432 
274361 Telex: 35302 W. Nayler or contact 
your dealer. 
GRASS SEED 
British Seed Houses Ltd., 
Bewsey Ind. Est. Pitt Street, 
Warrington, Cheshire. Tel: 0925 54411 
Contact: Roger Saunders 
Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol. 
BS119JH Tel: 0272 823691 
Contact: Michael Warne, 
Camp R.->ad, Swinderby, Lincoln. 
Tei: 0522 86714 
Contact: Philip Adams, Eastfield Ind. 
Est.,Penicuik, Midlothian. 
Tel: 0968 78480 Contact: Michael Shannon. 
Mommersteeg International, 
Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. NN9 5NT 
Tel: 0933 680891 Contact: Michael Perkins. 
IRRIGATION 
Flanderblade Ltd., 
20 Whiteacre, Litt!eham<jton, W. Sussex. 
BN17 7JA Tel- 0903 724545 
Supply and installation 
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 
Votex Hereford Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 
(0432) 274361 Telex: 35302 
IRRIGATION PUMPS 
Grundfos Pumps Ltd., 
Grovebury Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire. LU7 8TL 
Tel: 0525 850000 Telex: 825544 
Fax: 0525 850011 
UME FREE SANDS 
Buckland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd., 
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey. 
Tel: 07372 40151 
LITTER BASKETS 
Wire Products (Wales) Ltd., 
Treforest Ind. Est., Pontypridd, 
Glam. Tel: Treforest 044 385 2501 
LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER & 
LIQUID IRON 
Farmura Environmental Products Ltd., 
Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, 
Kent. Tel: (023376)241 
Agriland Organic Fertilizer Limited, 
Blue Roof Farm, Throop Road, 
Throop, Bournemouth, BH8 ODW 
LOAM 
C.K Binder Ltd., 
Errtbleys Farm, Moreton, Onpar, 
Essex. CM5 OHY Te!- Moreton 246-320 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. Deliveries to any part of the 
UK Tel: 061 747 4333 
PEAT 
Bord na Mona, 
36 King Street, Bristol. BS1 4DP 
Tel: 0272 211666 
PEAT IN BULK 
Bord na Mona, 
36 King Street. Bristol, BS1 4DP 
Tel: 0272 211666 
PEST CONTROL 
Kilmol Mole bait (GC), 
Callisto, Lapley, Stafford, ST19 9JP 
Tel: 0785 840 366 
RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS 
Wilcocks, 
Walker Street, Preston, Lanes. 
Tel: Preston 53068 
RECONDITIONED GRASS CUTTIHG 
EQUIPMENT 
Greensward Professional Turf 
Machinery, 
Dealers, Harold Terrace, Headingley, Leeds. 
LS6 1PG Tel: 0532 751627 'for free list1 

SAND 
Wettern Brothers Limited, 
Rochester Road, Aylesford, Kent. ME20 7DX 
Tel: 0622 62361 Contact: Chris Perkins 
SANDS - HORTICULTURAL 
AND LAWN 
Buckland Sand St Silica Co. Ltd., 
Reigate Heath, Reigaio, Surrey. 
Tel: 07372 40151 

SCREENED TOP-SOIL 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. 
Deliveries to any part of UK 
Tel: 061 7474333 
SEATS 
Barlow Tyrie Ltd., 
Braintree, Essex. CM7 7RN 
Tel: Braintree 0376 22505 Telex: 98173 
Fax: Braintree 0376 47052 
(brochure available) 
SEAWEED FERTILISERS 
Seamac, 
Foundry Lane, Chippenham, 
Wilts. Tel: 0249 652811 
SEMI MATURE TREES 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, 
W*3t Midlands. B92 OJL 
Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING 
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihul, West Midlands. 
B92 OJL Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
TEE MATS 
Carpetition Ltd., 
6 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD2 
2AN Tel: 0484 28777 ("Tufturf - Synthetic 
Grass Backed Rubber-Porous) 
TOP DRESSING 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes, Deliveries to any part of UK. 
Tel: 061 7474333 
TREE GUARDS 
Lenvale Products Ltd., 
Chart Mill, Chart Sutton, Maidstcne, 
Kent. Tel: 0622 890909 
TREES & SHRUBS 
Notcutts Nurseries Ltd., 
Woodbridge, Suffolk. IP124AF 
Tel: 03943 3344 
(Incorporating Waterers Nurseries, 
Bagshot, Surrey) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, 
West Midlands. B92 OJL 
Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
TREE TIES 
Toms Tree Ties, 
Wheeler Street, Headcorn, Ashford, 
Kent. TN27 9SH Tel: 0622 891111 
TRENCHERS 
LD. Bourgeirs Oxford Ltd., 
Freepost, South Hinksey, Oxford.OXI 5BR 
Tel: 0865 735420 Telex: 83147. Ss'ss, parts, 
mobile trenching service 
TRENCHING MACHINES 
A.F.Trenchers Ltd., 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester, Essex. 
C02 9LS Tel: 0206 44411 Contact: 
W.D.Baker 
VERTI-DRAIN HIRE 
Aeration & Drainage Services, 
20 Westminster Clot-e, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. Tel: 0323 506725 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road, 
Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne, Dorset. 
BH12 6QY 
Tel: 0202 822372/824906 
E & S Sports Ground Contractors 
23 Knox Green, Binfield, Brackneli. 
Berks. RG12 5NZ 
Tel: 0344 424081 (Richard Veitch) 
Heronfield Hire (Solihull) 
Tel: 05645 2597 
Moore Sportsfield ocer-st eder, Toro and 
Greensaire aerators. 
S.C.C. Lands Maintenance Ltd, 
37 Roman Way, Turpins Ride, Haverhill, 
Suffolk. CB9 ONG Tel: 0440 62369 
Worth Draining 
Peter Bloodworth, Cornbecks, Irnham, 
Grantham, Lines. NG33 4JQ 
Tel: 0476 84266 



UPDATE 
AS I write these notes in mid-
April following the Annual 
General Meeting, it seems an 
appropriate time to reflect on 
the initial stages of the Asso-
ciation's development and 
look forward to the major 
events which will soon be 
upon us. Over an eight month 
period we have implemented 
the new structure, and the 
lines and methods of commu-
nication are beginning to 
become familiar to members. 
Over the next year or two, we 
must now make this structure 
work for the maximum benefit 
of members and use it as the 

solid base on which the future 
development and progress of 
the Association can be built. 

The Annual General Meeting 
held at York racecourse on 
March 23rd, was a well atten-
ded meeting and details of my 
annual report appear 
elsewhere in this issue. 
Additionally there were 
excellent contributions from 
the Chairman, Walter Woods 
on the Associations develop-
ment to date; from Kevin Munt 
on the work of the Regions sub 
committee; from Bill Lawson 
on the Magazine sub commit-
tee; and from Cecil George on 
education. 

In presenting the Annual acc-
ounts and Financial Report I 
made two fundamental points 
with significant implications 
for members:-
i) There is a long, difficult road 
ahead in terms of achieving 
financial independence. It is 
imperative that there is a 
concerted effort by all 
Sections to attract new 
members and improve the 
funding position in this 
respect whilst alternative 
sources of funding must also 
be sort. 

ii) The balance of subscription 
income retained for the 
general funding of the Asso-
ciation is clearly inadequate. 
This was inevitable for 1988 
given the need for a strong 
membership package, but the 
position will have to be closely 
re-examined in formulating 
the 1989 membership package. 

In essence the aim is to 
achieve financial indepen-
dence with effect from 
January 1st 1990, but this will 
not prove attainable without a 
concerted effort from all 
members and an understan-
ding from all involved or 
connected with the Asso-
ciation, of our need for a sound 
financial base, in order that 
we can progress much needed 
developments with regard to 
both the enhancement of 
greenkeeping as a profession 
and specifically the future 
education and training of 
greenkeepers. 

The proposal to adopt a 
revised Constitution was the 
other main matter for debate. 
This was approved and the 
Association now has a much 
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Ransomes Motor 180, a versatile and highly 
manoeuvrable compact ride-on triple is ideal for mow-
ing tees, approaches and even fairways. There's a 
choice of 7-knife floating head cutting units or 
optional 5-knife fixed head units. It's exceptionally 
manoeuvrable with instant forward and reverse 

hydrostatic drive and 
single rear wheel 
steering. Wide front 
drive wheels and low 
centre of gravity give 
excellent traction and 
stability on slopes, with 
minimum turf compact-
ion. Large capacity 
grasscatchers are also 
available. 

Ransomes Verticut 214 controls lateral surface 
growth of turf on fairways, preventing thatch build-up 
and encouraging new growth so that the surfaces 
are maintained in peak condition. The floating 
head action of the hydraulically driven 

RANSOMES 

verticut units follow 
undulations preventing 
damage to the turf. Quick 
tractor attachment and 
narrow transport width 
make it a most cost-
effective machine. 

Ransomes TMV20, is 
the most versatile turf 
maintenance vehicle around. Hydraulically driven, 
it's fast, simple to operate and has remarkably low 
running and maintenance costs. In addition to the big-
capacity, tipping dumpbox, there's a host of 
attachments available from other manufacturers, from 
seeders to rollers, sweepers and aerators. There are few 
maintenance jobs the TMV20 can't handle. 

Find out more about the cost-effective range 
of Ransomes grass machinery from your local 

dealer, or write to us. 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLC., Nacton Works, Ipswich IP3 9QG Telephone: (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: (0473) 270030 



more concise Constitution 
which reflects the Associa-
tion's development and 
progress to date and is much 
better suited to our needs in 
terms of organisation and 
management. Copies of the 
revised Constitution have 
been forwarded to Section 
Secretaries for use within the 
Sections. I would, however, 
draw members attention to 
section 5 (c) 1,2,3, and (d). This 
section sets out the conditions 
for both Life and Retired 
membership categories and 
should be studied by both 
Section Secretaries and 
individual members who feel 
they may meet the criteria set 
down. 

It is to be hoped that future 
Annual General Meetings will 
be as well attended as the 
initial one and certainly it is 
important that each year all 
Sections ensure that they are 
represented at the meeting. 

The Open Championship 
from 14th - 17th July will 
soon be with us and time is 
short for prospective bunker-
rakers to register with David 
Golding. Accommodation will 
be provided as necessary. A 
recent visit to Lytham for 
discussions with Jimmy 
McDonald, the Course 
Manager, confirms that we 
have been allocated an 
excellent side - between the 
first tee and eighteenth green. 
This is an opportunity which 
must not be missed for the 
Association to make a real 
impact and our organisation 
is geared to this end. 

Following the regional finals 
in May/June, the national 
final of the Iseki 
Tournament will be held at St. 
Pierre, Chepstow on 19th 
August. Those who know the 
course and facilities available 
will agree that this is an 
excellent choice for a national 
final. Section secretaries are 
requested to let me have the 
names and addresses of the 
regional finalists as soon as 
they become available, and 
these should be followed by the 
regional administrators 
letting me have details of the 
qualifiers for the national 
final immediately following 

the regional events. 
Included in this month's 

magazine, you will find a 
registration brochure for the 
National Tournament/ Inter-
national Conference in 
Ayrshire at the end of 
September. Those intending 
to participate are requested to 
register with Chris Kennedy as 
soon as possible. We 
particularly need to have an 
indication of numbers for 
regions/ sections in order that 
arrangements can be put in 
hand to organise regional 
transport to get members up to 
Ayr. This transport will be 
included in the package costs, 
and I would repeat a point I 
made at the Annual General 
Meeting that taking into 
account everything that is 
being offered as part of the 
package, members are getting 
tremendous value for money. 

Your regional administrator/ 
section secretary is now in 
possession of the brochure for 
the European Turf Manage-
ment Exhibition in Harrogate, 
18 - 20th January next year. 
These brochures have been 
widely distributed in the Trade 
and the initial response has 
been most encouraging. A 
Steering Committee represen-
tative of BIGGA, the 
Exhibition Organ-iser and the 
Trade has held its first 
meeting and detailed planning 
is underway. A series of 
educational seminars will be 
held in conjunction with the 
exhibition. Addit-ional copies 
of the brochure and 
application forms are 
available direct from the 
Exhibition Organiser, Geo A 
Wright Exhibitions Limited -
telephone (0533) 557449. 

Looking further ahead into 
1989, the Board of Manage-

ment has approved plans for a 
national conference to be held 
over three days in April and it 
is hoped to finalise a location 
shortly, whilst the national 
tournament will be held over 
three days in August - again 
details of location in the near 
future. 

It goes without saying that 
these events will only be 
successful if supported by 
members and whilst not every 
member can get to every event, 
there does need to be a commit-
ment from members generally 
to support wherever possible. 
The dates for the 1989 GCSAA 

Conference and Show are 6th-
13th February at the Anaheim 
Convention Centre, Anaheim, 
California and not as printed 
in the April issue. Will anyone 
interested in attending please 
contact me as soon as possible. 

There has been a change of 
secretary in the North-West 
Section. The new incumbent 
is Mr. A. T. Cross, Harthill 
Lodge, Harthill Road, Liver-
pool L18 3HU - telephone 051-
724-5412. Best wishes to Mark 
Lewis as he leaves for pastures 
new. 

Finally your Board Members 
for the next year will be: -
SCOTLAND 
Walter Woods - Jimmy Neilson 
NORTHERN 
George Malcolm - Bill Lawson 
MIDLAND & NORTH WALES 
Paddy McCarron - Roy Kates 
SOUTHEAST 
Jack McMillan - Dennis 
Ayling 
SOUTH WEST & SOUTH 
WALES 
Eric James - Ivor Scoones. 

Please ensure that they are 
made aware of your views and 
ideas! 

Neil Thomas 
Executive Director 

Cushman turf truckster with dump body 2350.00 Cushman Top Dresser attachment 1150.00 Cushman Greensaver hollow tine aerator with core collection 1150.00 
Many other machines Fully reconditioned and guaranteed subject to being unsold. V.A.T. extra Woking 64467 



ANNUAL REPORT 
BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

THE following are extracts from Mr. Neil 
Thomas' Annual Report to the Annual General 
Meeting on 23rd March and published in the mag-
azine for the general information of members. 

MY first comments must be to say how delighted 
the Board of Management is to see so many 
members here today. This surely is an 
encouraging and positive sign of the interest in 
the new Association. 

"For myself, I would first like to put the 
development of the Association into some 
perspective. I think it is too readily forgotten 
that the Association has only been formally 
constituted since 1st January last year and that 
there then followed a seven month period where 
the Board of Management was involved in 
resolving, both my appointment and that of the 
magazine's publisher. Certainly, this was a 
difficult period with members of the three 
previous associations anxious for developments 
and progress. I often feel that the efforts of the 
Board Members in steering the new Association 
through, often difficult waters are consistently 
under estimated and I would take this important 
occasion to publicly acknowledge their 
commitment in time and effort over a sustained 
period and to express my thanks for the support I 
have received from them all. 

"Again, it has to be remembered that the office 
administration is not yet eight months old and I 
would venture to suggest that considerable and 
effective progress has been made in that time. 
Certainly these early months of the new 
Association have seen much time devoted to 
ensuring that a viable structure is established for 
the Association which will serve its needs in the 
years ahead. As you will be aware, some 24 
sections were inherited from the old 
associations, spread across England, Scotland 
and Wales. The Constitution provided for the 
creating of five regions with Regional Boards to 
whom the sections would be affiliated. These 
Regional Boards are now established with each 
section having two representatives on its 
Regional Board. In addition, I saw the need for 
the appointment of regional administrators who 
would be the natural link from the Regions to 
myself. The five regional administrators have 
now been appointed and it is my intention to 
meet regularly with them after each round of 
Regional Board Meetings, which will be held four 
times a year. The Regional Boards will be respon-
sible for nominating two regional representa-
tives to sit on the Board of Management each 
year. The revised Constitution incorporates the 
structure I have outlined and you will be asked to 
approve this Constitution later this afternoon. 
Subject to this approval, therefore, a new Board 
of Management of ten members will be elected 
and will serve for the period running from the 
Annual General Meeting up to the next Annual 
General Meeting. 

"After the first year, each Board Member will 

serve for a two year period with one member per 
region standing down each year, although he can 
be renominated should the region so wish. This 
will allow for continuity at Board level. I believe 
there are already signs that the Regional Boards 
will contribute substantially to the levelling-up 
of standards within sections and enable those 
sections previously isolated to feel a part of the 
activity within the Association. 

"My first meetings with the regional 
administrators have been most productive in 
establishing the general picture around the 
country and attacking particular problem areas 
in this early stage of our development. 
"So, with the structure established , what then is 

your Association setting out to achieve? 
Certainly, in accordance with the Constitutional 
objectives, it will be aiming to promote and 
advance all aspects of greenkeeping and to assist 
and encourage the proficiency of members. I 
believe a strong membership package has been 
implemented since January with members now 
enjoying the benefits of a professional Associa-
tion, particularly in terms of legal and insurance 
protections, benefits which have not generally 
been enjoyed in the past. The details of the mem-
bership package will by now be familiar to you. 

MAIN PRIORITY 

"Having provided members with substantial 
personal benefits, the Association is now turning 
its attention to its main priority - the education 
and training of greenkeepers and this is an area I 
will concentrate on in this report. It is a large 
and complex area and one which has suffered 
from a piecemeal approach in the past. Now, the 
formation of a national Association creates the 
opportunity for real progress in this key area. 
There has to be a strong link and a consistency of 
policy between the three main interested bodies, 
i.e. the Royal and Ancient Greenkeeping Panel, 
the Greenkeepers Training Committee and the 
newly-established BIGGA Education Sub-
Committee. I serve on the Greenkeeping Panel 
and the administration of the Greenkeepers 
Training Committee has recently passed to 
myself in my capacity as General Administrator 
to that Committee. With myself in a pivotal role, 
therefore, co-ordination and consistency of 
policy should be possible forthwith Coinciding 
with this, funds are now becoming available at 
long last for greenkeeper training with 
contributions due from the Royal and Ancient 
and the four Home Golf Unions. One hopes that 
this will be a permanent commitment, on an 
annual basis, on the part of the Golf Unions and 
that the 2p levy per golfer will be increased as the 
development and progress of greenkeeper educa-
tion becomes apparent. It is therefore more 
important now than ever that common aims are 
pursued and sound delegated systems introduced 
to ensure the pursuance of progressive education 
policies. » 



WE MIX WITH SOME OF THE TOP NAMES IN EUROPE 
Verdant Grass Seeds offer an outstanding selection of mixtures to meet every conceivable 
sports and amenity requirement. 

Using top European varieties, our mixtures represent the highest quality and the most 
exceptional value for money in fine turf and outfield grass seeds. 

And, when you choose Verdant from Parkers, you can rely on the service, friendly advice and 
technical support that you'd expert f rom the largest tur f care company in Southern England. 

T w o of our top value popular mixtures are — V E R D A N T No. I: 
A mixture designed t o withstand very close 
mowing whilst producing a dense and 
prostrate growth habit t o ensure a close-
knit and even-textured turf . 

V E R D A N T N o . 5: 
Blended for use when sowing-down new 
pitches afthough it is also suitable for 
renovation work . This mixture establishes 
very quickly t o fo rm a dense, compact and 
hard-wearing sward. 

For literature and mqre information about 
other mixtures in our range contact us 
now. 

T. Parker and Sons (Turf Management) Limited, Worcester Park, Surrey. KT4 7NF. Telephone 01-337 7791 



"There will most certainly be a need for patience 
on the part of members. What then are the 
problems we face as, with the benefit of ayear's 
experience, we look to the future? 
1) First there is a need for a co-ordinated 
approach with regard to the eight approved 
colleges. Ongoing discussions on syllabus 
content are needed with the colleges and there is 
a need for the GTC and BIGGA to be represented at 
all meetings of the colleges' local Liaison Comm-
ittees as well as at the College Lecturers' Liaison 
Group. The formulation of a broadly accepted 
common syllabus, with content of an acceptable 
standard, is a pre-requisite to progress. 

2) Secondly, there is a need for the GTC and 
BIGGA to actively be involved in education in 
general, ensuring that the voice of greenkeeping 
is heard loud and clear. GTC and BIGGA need to 
be targeting and attending key committees and 
bodies to ensure automatic consultation on 
matters concerning greenkeeping and golf course 
maintenance. 

3) Thirdly, training courses should be estab-
lished in accordance with perceived needs over 
and above City Guilds or Scotec. The develop-
ment of intensive in-house training courses is 
essential. Again, management training for head 
greenkeepers is seen as an area of real need. 
Indeed, should we be moving towards a 
recognised BIGGA Diploma and going out and 
finding colleges prepared to set it up? Or even, in 
the longer term, organising and running our own 
courses? 

4) Again, there must be an ability to respond 
quickly and positively to new developments. 
Current pesticides legislation is a good example 
where the approach to date has been adhoc and I 
am currently engaged in attempting to introduce 
some co-ordination to the process. 

5) Certainly, there is a need for the updating 
of GTC administration. There is an opportunity 
for an innovative approach which can set 
standards for the next decade. Through BIGGA 
concerted efforts are being made to improve the 
professional image of greenkeepers and nowhere 
is this more important than in the field of 
education. Some years ago, a greenkeeper 
training film was produced which is now out of 
date. Time and money spent on a new video pres-
entation for use at colleges and seminars would 
be a worthy investment. This is just one idea for 
the future which needs detailed consideration. 

6) Again there is a stated need for validation 
of colleges in general over and above the current 
approved colleges. There are regular applica-
tions from other colleges for approval. There is a 
need both to assess such applications and 
determine the criteria to be applied in the 
assessment process. 

7) The question must be asked as to how do we 
know the current expenditure through GTC and 
future such expenditure through BIGGA will be 

correctly channelled? In the past, the limited 
resources available have been spent on producing 
improved college literature. Now with monies 
becoming available, it is essential that informed 
decisions are taken in relation to expenditure. 
There is a need to assess the situation and make 
recommendations to the respective Committees. 

"Having looked at some of the problems, we 
must now consider the way ahead. I submitted a 
report in relation to future greenkeeper 
education and training to the Greenkeeping 
Panel on 10th March. The Panel has now made 
certain recommendations which will be 
considered by the GTC at its meeting on 26th 
April. This is not the time to elaborate on those 
recommendations, but I am hopeful that the 
problem areas I have outlined can begin to be 
tackled at an early date. 

"It can be stated quite clearly therefore that the 
Association will in no way be merely a golfing 
society. This is not to underplay the role that 
section tournaments have in bonding members 
together, providing a competitive element and 
allowing for the exchange of views and ideas. 
However, I do wonder whether quality is 
sometimes sacrificed for quantity. In any event, 
the golfing side will continue. However, the 
Association is affirming that it will be setting 
policies and objectives and at the top of the list 
will be the development of education and 
training for greenkeepers. There has been much 
lip-service paid to education in the past but no 
concerted effort. Now is the time for action and 
we hope that all golfing bodies will lend support 
in the future to the development of progressive 
greenkeeper training policies Nobody should be 
under any illusion that there is anything but a 
long and difficult road ahead. As I say, we shall 
be looking for support within golf but if this is 
not forthcoming then, as an Association, we 
must be prepared to go it alone and approach the 
development of greenkeeper education with 
vision, commitment and enthusiasm. 

"If I can turn briefly to those who, from varying 
points of view, have an interest in the 
Association and greenkeeping in general without 
being full members. The Board has established 
two other categories of membership - Trade and 
Associate. Associate members will be those who, 
although not greenkeepers, have a close interest 
in greenkeeping. They could be chairmen of 
greens committees, secretaries of clubs or maybe 
college lecturers. Whoever, they will be welcome 
as will be the knowledge and advice they will be 
able to contribute to the Association. Trade 
membership is now on a national and 
individual basis - there are no local or regional 
membership categories. Naturally, those joining 
the Associate and Trade categories will be given 
first consideration in terms of participation in 
and attendance at BIGGA functions, eg. 
conferences, seminars and tournaments. They 
will be able to use their membership on a 
national basis and will not be confined to 
attending only their immediate local section. 
This will in no way interfere with any existing 
relationships enjoyed by Trade members with 
particular sections. All this will allow for the 
enhancement of the Association's professional 



image as well as ensuring that in trade sponsored 
events and tournaments, there is a common 
approach across the country. At present, trade 
sponsored tournaments are under review and I 
am talking with individual companies to 
discover areas of mutual benefit and how best 
they can assist the Association - I would 
certainly hope that we can interest such 
companies in the education and training aspects 
outlined earlier on, as qualified greenkeepers 
will have greater knowledge of machinery and 
equipment and be more discerning in their 
choice, thereby benefiting those companies with 
top-quality products to sell. I do feel that the 
trade in general, with some notable exceptions, 
has tended to sit back in recent months and 
await developments, being slow to realise the 
benefits accruing from their involvement with 
one national Association. There are signs that 
this is now changing and I look forward to 
ongoing discussions with the various companies. 

'What then are the Association's plans for the 
immediate future? It promises to be an exciting 
year. It is important that an impetus is given to 
the new regional structure and that members 
quickly identify with their regions as well as 
their sections. To this end, there are encouraging 
signs of the new Regional Boards arranging 
conferences and seminars on a regional basis. 
Alongside these, it has been decided to run a 
limited sponsored regional golf tournament with 
a national final. Not, I would hasten to add, with 
the primary aim of contributing to more golf, but 
as a means of establishing regional identifi-
cation during this first full membership year. 

'The Open Championship at Lytham will see a 
major BIGGA involvement where we will carry 
responsibility for the bunker-raking duties. We 
have received excellent co-operation from David 
Hill, the Championship Secretary, in terms of 
meeting our requests for improved facilities. In 
addition to the greenkeeper marquee, we will be 
provided with a portakabin for office and storage 
facilities and another for diying-out purposes, as 
well as a radio link with the course manager. As 
a further safeguard against the elements, BIGGA 
umbrellas are now available as you will have 
seen and will be provided at the Open as needed. I 
visited Lytham last week and our site, 
immediately adjacent to the first tee, is an 
excellent one. In short, our whole approach will 
be a professional one and a major opportunity to 
project the new Association. 

'Two major Association events are planned. 
The last week of September will see the 
Association holding a national tournament and 
international conference over a five day period 
in Ayrshire. The tournament will be based at the 
attractive Ayr Belleisle course and the 
conference will be held at the Concert Hall in 
Troon. The Scottish Region has established a sub-
committee to plan and organise the week and it is 
important that we have maximum support from 
greenkeepers. With coach trips and visits arran-
ged for wives and girlfriends, and an intensive 
stamina-sapping social programme promised 
each evening, I am sure that it will prove an 
interesting and enjoyable week for all concerned. 
"In January of next year, BIGGA has entered into 

agreement with a major exhibition organiser for 
the holding of a European Turf Management 
Exhibition within the excellent facilities at 
Harrogate Conference and Exhibition Centre. 
This will be held over a three day period and, 
given the hotel infrastructure in Harrogate, the 
opportunity will be taken for the Association to 
organise a series of educational seminars to run 
in conjunction with the exhibition. I believe this 
new initiative promises much for the future and I 
look forward with anticipation to it. The 
brochure for the exhibition is now available to 
Trade companies and can be seen on the display 
board today. 

"So, with the regional tournament, partici-
pation in the Open Championship, the national 
tournament and international conference and 
the European Turf Management Exhibition, we 
cannot be accused of standing still! We have 
taken professional advice in terms of public 
relations and promotion and, quite frankly, 
nearly everyone has a different viewpoint. We 
should do this that way or this way and at this 
time of the year or that. The association has now 
decided on its plans for the next 12 months. The 
situation will be reviewed as we go along - don't 
expect us to get it all right in one go (although it 
will be nice if we do!) , but if we learn from the 
experiences, then that will prove progressive for 
the future. 

INVOLVEMENT 
"In all the events I have mentioned, their success 
or otherwise will ultimately be measured by the 
input from the membership. To make a success 
of this Association, it really is not enough to say 
"I've paid my subscription, got my membership 
card and now I can go and play golf when and 
where I like". This will not progress the 
education and training aspects I have already 
spoken about, nor will it help create a situation 
within golf, whether it be within the club, the golf 
union, or even the R and A, whereby the 
Greenkeepers Association is considered to be a 
professional body of service to its members, and 
contributing substantially to an improvement in 
the quality and condition of golf courses and to 
the standard of greenkeeping in general. No, this 
will come from each and every member doing his 
part in the Association and not leaving it all to 
the usual ten per cent who seem to end up with all 
tasks. The natural leaders and committee men 
need to come forward and serve the Association 
in whatever capacity they feel best suited to by 
temperament and ability. The individual 
member needs to involve himself; participating 
in his section events and in the national events I 
have already detailed. At each and every level, 
current members need to be seeking NEW 
members. Our membership figures are already at 
the level they were at the end of 1987 - but this is 
no cause for complacency and still leaves a tre-
mendous number of greenkeepers not involved 
with the Association and possibly not even 
aware of our existence. The task for 1988 is to get 
to these greenkeepers and take them onboard. 

"I hope, therefore, that I have demonstrated in 

» 



Successful turf managers know that there is an 
increasing demand for top quality playing surfaces 
throughout the year. That is why many of the 
leading groundsmen and greenkeepers in the UK 
have been using Seamac to improve and maintain 
their turf - year after year. 

Read what they say about it . . . 

FOUNDRY LANE CHIPPENHAM WILTSHIRE SN15 1JB UK 
TELEPHONE 0249 652811 FACSIMILE 0249 656548 
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this report that much is already happening and 
much is planned. Within the Association there 
is enthusiasm and optimism. Outside the 
Association, it must be said that we have some 
way to go. We will need to talk to the other major 
Organisations within golf, seeking to see how 
best we can co-operate in promoting the cause of 
greenkeepers. Although critical voices can be 
heard, it is my view that the way forward will 
include a professional working relationship 
with both the PGA and the PGA European Tour. 
They are often ready to talk of the need for 
better greenkeeping - now surely is their 
opportunity to join with us in ensuring this 
happens. We will certainly need to make many 
more golf clubs aware of the Association's 
existance and the benefits of membership for its 
greenkeepers. We will need to establish positive 
relations with the media. In relationships with 

other organisations and companies, both within 
and outside golf, there will be no short cuts or 
doing what is expedient - the Board will make 
decisions it considers to be in the best interests 
of the Association - however difficult these may 
prove on occasions. The quality of golf depends 
on the course and its condition. This is all-
important. The greenkeeper is therefore 
important within the game although this has 
not always been reflected in past attitudes. The 
new Association will seek to establish a 
professionalism throughout greenkeeping and 
an enhanced status for greenkeepers within the 
game in general. We will listen, talk and take 
advice but in the final analysis, we must be 
allowed to be independent and make our own 
way forward. I feel sure that 1988 will be a year 
of real progress and development". 

Neil Thomas 
Executive Director. 

"FENDRESSr 
THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS 
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES 

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt 
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free 
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens 

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for 
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality. 

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15, 
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC. 
PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your 
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat 
("Fenpeat") in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow. 
Screened Loam, etc. 

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices. 

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court, 
Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LEI 6 7NL. 
Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346. H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd. 342, Selbourne Road, 

Luton, Beds. LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262 

Howard Swan Limited 
require 
A CONSTRUCTION MANAGER and ASSISTANT MANAGER 
for the construction of Turkey's first golf course 12 month contract, previous construction 

and irrigation experience essential write in confidence, with full details to:-
Howard Swan, 

Little Dukes, 
The Street, Roxwell, Essex. CM1 4PE 
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Greenkeeping today ... 
GREENKEPING practices and, 
with them, the condition of 
our courses, seem very 
vulnerable to a cyclic pattern 
of slow recovery from 
disasters directly caused by 
the enthusiasms of the 
unqualified, only to rapidly 
deteriorate again on a ten year 
pattern, sacrificed yet again to 
the short sighted interests of 
minorities who have neither 
the training nor the 
understanding to see the whole 
picture. Virtually none of 
these self styled experts can 
even identify one grass from 
another. 
Many of those responsible for 

disastrous policies and their 
effects on course condition 
base their advocacy of wrong 
treatments on theories and 
practices they have seen 
implemented in other 
countries, notably the United 
States. Such policies maybe 
effective for those areas where 
they have evolved to meet 
special problems, e.g. severely 
arid conditions, as found in 
the Middle East, but they are 
not relevant to conditions in 
Britain and most European 
countries. 
Greenkeeping in Britain is 

not a complicated study, 
neither is it an exact science, 
but it obeys logical and easily 
understood rules. We are 
concerned, admittedly under 
wide ranging conditions, with 
the cultivation and 
encouragement of two grass 
species, fescue and bent and 
the discouragement of a third, 
Poa Annua. A weed has been 
described as "a very successful 
plant out of place" and with its 
track record of colonisation of 
bare ground and taking over 
fine turf areas and its 
ubiquity all over temperate 
zones of the world, Poa Annua 
must be one of the most 
successful weeds of all time! 

When discussing criteria of 
quality - in every aspect of life 
let alone greenkeeping - there 
is a choice between laying 
down the law without 
explanation or arguing the 
reasons behind statements, 
which may create more 
confusion than conviction. 
However if we talk about good 

and bad greenkeeping 
methods, and good ancfbad 
course condition, 
explanations and definitions 
are unavoidable. IT IS THE 
END RESULT RATHER THAN 
THE METHOD ITSELF WHICH 
MUST BE OUR YARDSTICK. 
Perfection is difficult to 
achieve, but it is clearly 
impossible if there is no 
agreement on the definition of 
perfection. The first step must 
be to define these standards in 
the broadest terms. 
The simplest definition is 

that good golf courses should 
provide ideal conditions of 
play all the year round, or as 
near to 365 days a year as 
severe frost or snow cover 
permits, but remember we are 
talking about Britain. Good 
conditions mean fine textured, 
firm yet resilient, dry and well 
drained putting surfaces; tees 

which are almost identical to 
greens save only in height of 
cut; and fairways which 
provide fine wiry turf, giving 
tight lies, only from which can 
control i.e. backspin, be 
imparted to the ball, since if 
grass gets between ball and 
clubface, the end result is a 
flier and no control. 
Sadly these conditions do not 

always appeal to all members. 
We are told in a dry summer 
that the greens are too firm 
and why isn't the water, for 
which the members paid so 
much, used to make the greens 
hold better? If those in charge 
give in to these demands the 
result is thatch and many 
weeks of temporary greens in 
winter. 
It is beyond argument that 

annual meadow grass cannot, 
even in the mildest of winters, 
give good surfaces, especially 
towards the end of winter. In 
fact, the more open the winter, 
the more play and wear, and 
the thinner and bumpier the 
turf becomes. This is totally 
unsurprising as annual 
meadow grass has, despite its 
varied forms, a very short life-
cycle and by the end of winter 
is dying on its feet. It also has 

"The encouragement of two grasses fescue and bent" 

by Jim Arthur 



soft non-fibrous leaves and 
wears badly, as well as being 
susceptible to disease, not least 
the dreaded Anthracnose or 
Die Back, which hits annual 
meadow grass under low 
fertility conditions, thus 
giving those in charge the 
impossible choice between 
feeding and ensuring totally 
dominant annual meadow 
grass greens or continuing with 
a sensibly restricted nitrogen-
only fertiliser policy, ending 
up, temporarily at least, with 
bare greens and irate members. 
Assessment of quality is 
difficult because there are so 
many different standards. The 
tournament professional 
wants something vastly 
different from the average 
member and cares not one whit 
if the greens are killed by 
shaving them to achieve his 
ideas of perfection for one week 
out of fifty two. The poorer 
player likes holding greens 
and, perhaps being a fair 
weather golfer, is unimpressed 
by arguments about the 
inevitable corollary of soft 
thatchy bogs all winter. The 
spectator-golfer comments 
favourably on colour - the "nice 
and green" school. I fear it is 
only the minority who value 
the old standards as pearls 
beyond price, and indeed such 
traditional standards are 
getting harder to find each 
year. 
Courses tarted up for 

professional events may look 
attractive to those brought 

up to understand that "green is 
great" and indeed such 
presentation may hide a host 
of major troubles. Sadly, 
however, as troughs invariably 
follow peaks, the penalty for 
such artificiality is to see 
serious deterioration for many 
weeks or months afterwards. 
Having failed to achieve fast 

greens by cultivating fine 
grasses, we then find demands 
by ignorant golfers to shave 
greens down to 1 / 8th inch for 
months on end in a misguided 
and vain attempt to emulate 
the unrealistically fast putting 
surfaces manufactured for 
televised tournament golf 
worldwide. These people fail to 
take into account the vastly 
different climate, financial 
resources, intensity of play, 
staffing and machinery levels 
and a host of other factors in 
other golfing countries and 
that such shaving is not 
possible for prolonged periods 
anywhere in the golfing world. 
It is, I think, safe to say that in 

Britain there are more courses 
in poor order for some part of 
the year than consistently 
play well all the year round. 
The wrong reasons are 
advanced by many for this 
regrettable state of affairs. We 
are told that the all year round 
excellence of such courses as 
Walton Heath and Lindrick, to 
quote but two, is due to their 
being on sandy free draining 
soil". The only sand at Walton 
Heath is in the bunkers and 
the greens at both courses are 

laid out on heavy calcareous 
clay, admittedly overlying 
chalk or limestone. 
The real reason for excellence 
at any course is not hard to 
find. It is, in one word, 
continuity - a combination of 
members wanting the best and 
one amiable dictator seeing 
that they get it. That dictator 
may be a course manager, if he 
has the power, a devoted and 
permanent chairman/ 
convener of a green committee, 
or even secretaries or the 
chairman of a proprietary 
club. Perfection in my 
experience is never found 
where policies change with 
changing committees. The best 
green committee consists of 
one person. 
Howard Keele who asked to be 

chairman of green at his local 
club, on the grounds that to 
anyone who could sort out 
J.REwing, handling the 
average club member would be 
child's play. He accepted, 
provided that the green 
committee was made up of 
uneven numbers, and three was 
too many!. 
Sadly our Horatios, subject to 

constant complaints and yet 
receiving very little praise 
when things go well or even 
recognition of their time and 
energy consuming tasks, 
eventually despair and go, and 
then the snapping terriers at 
their heels see a God-sent 
opportunity to impose their 
ideas, and the result is disaster 
and another course is lost. 

"Good golf course should provide ideal conditions of play all the year round*1 



USE THE PROFESSIONALS 
YOU WONT BE DISAPPOINTED! 

ROOKERY PARK 

ASPLEY GUISE 

BUNGAY 

THE WELCOME HOTEL 

COTTESMORE 

ROYAL JERSEY 

MOOR PARK 

HAVERHILL 

CHANNELS 

THE WARREN 

LITTLE HAY 

STISTEDIN 

IN ACTION AT LA MO YE 

ô|C|C Lands Maintenance Ltd 
37 ROMAN WAY, TURPINS RIDE, HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK. CB9 ONG TEL: 0440 62369 

JACOBSEN 
GREENS KING" IV AND 
TRI-KING" TRIPLEX MOWERS 
M e e t the top professionals on t h e c o u r s e — t h e J a c o b s e n G r e e n s King IV and 
Tri-King 1471 triplex mowers . 

Tri-King 1471 Tr imming M o w e r 
• 3 - w h e e l d r i v e fo r s u p e r i o r h i l l 
c l i m b i n g ab i l i t y 
• H y d r a u l i c ree l l i f t f o r b e t t e r p r o d u c -
t i v i t y w i t h less e f f o r t 
• H y d r a u l i c t r a c t i o n d r i v e — n o b e l t s t o 
s l i p o r ad jus t 
• Easy m a i n t e n a n c e — e a s y a c c e s s t o 
e n g i n e , q u i c k be l t r e p l a c e m e n t 
• A u t o - t y p e d r u m b r a k e s fo r h i l l 
h o l d i n g ab i l i t y 
• C h o i c e of 5 - o r 1 0 - b l a d e ree ls , 
f l o a t i n g o r n o n - f l o a t i n g fo r q u a l i t y c u t 
• I s o l a t i o n m o u n t e d e n g i n e f o r l e s s 
v i b r a t i o n a n d n o i s e 
G r e e n s King IV G r e e n s M o w e r 
• S m o o t h r u n n i n g , r u g g e d 16.5 h p d i e s e l 
e n g i n e s , o r c h o o s e g a s 
• S u p e r b q u a l i t y o f c u t e v e n o n 
u n d u l a t i n g g r e e n s 

• O p t i o n a l Turf G r o o m e r ™ a t t a c h m e n t fo r 
faster hea l th ie r g reens w i t h o u t l o w e r i n g c u t 
• P o w e r b a c k l a p p i n g ( s t anda rd e q u i p m e n t ) 
k e e p ree l s s h a r p l o n g e r 
• Fu l l l i ne o f a t t a c h m e n t s a n d a c c e s s o r i e s 
fo r c o m p l e t e g r e e n s c a r e 

J a c o b s e n t r i p l ex m o w e r s — p a r t o f a fu l l l i ne o f 
J a c o b s e n e q u i p m e n t fo r pa rks , c o u n c i l a n d 
go l f c o u r s e m a i n t e n a n c e : s m a l l a n d m e d i u m 
w a l k - b e h i n d m o w e r s , g r o o m i n g too l s , g r e e n s 
and fa i rway e q u i p m e n t , gang mowers , large tur f 
t r a c t o r s a n d s p e c i a l p u r p o s e v e h i c l e s . S e e 
t h e m al l . Cal l : K i n g ' s L y n n ( 0 5 5 3 ) 7 6 3 3 3 3 . 

JACOBSEN 
D I V I S I O N O F T E X T R O N L I M I T E D 
B e r g e n Way, K i n g ' s Lynn , 
N o r f o l k P E 3 0 2 J G 
© J a c o b s e n Div is ion of Textron Inc. 1988 



The control of vegetation and its 
associated problems calls for 
professional management and 
cost effective solutions. 
Environmental Products supply 
a wide range of herbicides, 
fungicides and insecticides, as 
well as products to control moss 
and to restrict grass growth. 
In addition to the range of 
pesticides, ancilliary products 
including "Dyon" spray 
colourant, "Lurmark" filters and 
nozzles, knapsack sprayers, 
granule applicators and 
dispensing pumps are 
available. 
The key is the provision of a 
service and range that is 
second to none. To assist in 
training and education, 
Environmental Products have 
also produced a wealth of 
information for the professional. 

Information 
Service 

For further information or advice on 
specific problems, contact your 
usual supplier or Environmental 
Products at the address below. 

MAY & BAKER 
Environmental Products Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Tel: (0277) 261414. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 

A comprehensive range of literature 
incorporates six professional guides 
and three training videos. 
Details of videos, booklets and 
further information on any of the 
products may be obtained from your 
usual supplier. 
SUPERTOX 30 
contains 2, 4-D/mecoprop 
SERITOX TURF 
contains dichlorprop/MCPA 
MILDOTHANE T U R F LIQUID 
contains thiophanate-methyl 
ROVRAL GREEN 
contains iprodione 
ROVRAL GRANULES 
contains iprodione 
SUPER MOSSTOX 
contains dichlorophen 
CASTAWAY PLUS 
containsthiophanate-methyl/ l indane 
CROSSFIRE 
contains chlorpyrifos 
MOWCHEM 
contains mefluidide 
CLEARWAY 
contains simazine/aminotriazole/ 
ammonium thiocyanate 
SPASOR 
contains glyphosate 
A l l o t h e r b r a n d n a m e s a r e t r a d e m a r k s . 
C R O S S F I R E is a p r o d u c t of T h e D o w 
C h e m i c a l C o m p a n y , s o l d u n d e r l i cence . 
S P A S O R is a p roduc t of M o n s a n t o PLC., 
so ld u n d e r l icence . 
M O W C H E M c o n t a i n s m e f l u i d i d e w h i c h is a 
p r o d u c t of G o r d o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l so ld u n d e r 
l icence . 
D Y O N is a p roduc t of T h e R e g a l C h e m i c a l 
Co. , so ld u n d e r l icence . 
L U R M A R K is a p roduct of L u r m a r k Ltd, 
so ld u n d e r l icence . 



YOU 
AND 

sisis 
o 

PERFECT 
TEAMWORK 

Europe's Leading 
Designers & Manufacturers of 

Sports Ground Maintenance Machinery 

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD., 
Shoresclough Works, 
Hulley Road, 
Macclesfield, £ 3 1 1 8 5 1 
Cheshire, SK102LZ 
Tel. 0625 26363 E i l E S ? 



RFE ToM Oltelftfeo^ Q@ to !Pir(ofe©0®[niiiD§ 
Colhook Industrial Estate, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9EJ 

NEW & USED TRACTORS AND GRASS CUTTING 
MACHINERY 

ALLEN NATIONAL 68 (CHOICE OF 2) 
CUSHMAN TRUCKSTER 4 WHEEL 
CUSHMAN TRUCKSTER 3 WHEEL 
CUSHMAN TOP DRESSER 
RANSOMES SPORTSCUTTERS 3 & 5's 
RANSOMES TM80 AERATOR 
RANSOMES 213D , C REG 
SISIS AUTO ROLL 
ISEKI 2160 TRACTOR C/W BACK 
HOE & FRONT BUCKET 
FORD 1910 

20" AUTO CERTES (CHOICE OF 2) 
GREENS HYDRAULIC 3 
RANSOMES 214 FLOATING HEADS 
RANSOMES VERTI-CUT 
KUBOTA B 8200 
VICTA 700 
TORO 52 
SHANKS TRAILED 3 
LLOYDS 5 TARKOVERS* 
RANSOMES 180 FLOATING HEADS 
RANSOMES 180 FIXED HEADS 

Ask for demonstration of the new Bunton Triplex Greens Mower 
WE BUY Am SELL MACHINERY ALWAYS WILLING TQ TAKE PART 

EXCHANGE 
Tel: M2878 532 

N E E D A N E W I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M , O R S E R V I C E O N Y O U R 
E X I S T I N G O N E ? 

Watermat ion can provide 1st class service both on our own manufactured equipment 
and other makes. We have large stocks of spares and a full team of trained service 
engineers equipped with car phones to give you the best possible service. 

W a t e r m a t i o n Ltd., M o n u m e n t W a y E., Woking , Surrey U U 2 1 5LY. Telex: 8 5 9 2 2 4 F L E X O N G. Tel: W o k i n g ( 0 4 8 6 2 ) 7 0 3 0 3 / 2 1 0 0 9 
or Stir l ing ( 0 7 8 6 ) 70252 , or Dubl in (1 ) 7 8 9 5 0 1 or Paris ( 1 ) 47 06 04 19. 



ANNUAL MEADOW GRASS ELIMINATED! 
Introducing from Lindum -P.A.F. - Poa Annua Free seeded turf for golf and bowling greens. ^ 
Now you can buy turf for your 

greens with confidence. 
A pure, clean sward of 

fescue/bent with no ugly 
annual meadow grass. 
A perfect start for a perfect 
green and with the right management 
that's how it will stay! 

RA.F is grown on sandy soil. 
Crucial where todays pressure on play 
demands highest drainage standards. 

PA.E complements modem sand-
based green constructions - giving more 
play with better performance. 

r your PAF 
P O A - A N N U A - F R E E 

I RA.F is just one of a range of 
grades from Lindum Seeded Turf. All 
grown using the top-rated S.TR.I. varieties. 

PA.F - a breakthrough by 
Lindum in seeded turf 
production. A result of 
Lindums continued 
commitment to research 
and development. 

Nothing but the best turf. Everytime. 
For more information, contact 
Tim Fell on 065 261 329 or send for our 
colour brochure now. 

LINDUM 
F O R L A N D S C A P E A N D L E I S U R E 

H.RFell & Sons Ltd., Worlaby House, Worlaby, Brigg. South Humberside. 



Maxwell Hart 
set the standard 

FOLLOWING their recent 
appointment as the sole UK 
distributor of The Standard 
golf range of golf course 
equipment and accessories, 
Maxwell Hart can now provide 
all a club's requirements from 
tee to green, to a level of 
product quality not previously 
available in this country. 
In the USA, where Standard 

Golf products are 
manufactured, the range is 
market leader with a proven 
reputation for innovative 
design, high level 
workmanship and materials, 
and long term durability with 
even the most mundane items 
of equipment. 
The range includes tee 

markers and signs, ball washer 
consoles, shoe cleaners, 
bunker rakes, flagstaffs and a 
whole variety of flag designs, 
litter baskets, hole cups, 
putting green equipment and 
lots more. 
Standard Golf Products, 

however, really prove one 
point over everything else; 
good quality doesn't always 
cost the earth - you will find 
they are very competitively 
priced. 
For further details contact: 

Richard S Tigwell on (0734) 
785655. 

THE increasing demand for the 
game in UK and Europe is 
meaning increased activity for 
those who specialise in 
building golf courses. 
Members of the British 

Association of Golf Course 
Constructors report they were 
responsible for nearly 80% of 
all new constructions in 
Britain in 1987. Member 
companies worked at a large 
number of locations, including 
Lytham St. Annes, St. 
Andrews, Goodwood (Brian D 
Pierson), The Berkshire, 
Gosfield Lake, High Wycombe 
(Golf Landscapes), Collingtree 
(Southern Golf), Kings Langley, 
Goring and Streatley (Land 
Unit Construction). 

Members also worked 
extensively in Europe, Austria, 
West Germany, Portugal, 
Greece and France. 
Optimism is high for a busy 
1988 both at home and abroad, 
and perhaps most notably Golf 
Landscapes will build the new 
South Course at Wentworth, 
and Brian Pierson will further 
alter some of St Andrews 
hallowed holes. 
The Association has been 

enlarged by the addition of new 
provisional members in 
Blakedown Landscapes and 
Sportsworks, from Scotland 
and with new associate 
members in Patrick Tallack, 
Owl Consulting (Hong Kong), In 
Turf, Wright Rain and Howard 
Swan, and all members now 
look forward to an exciting 
year. 
Further information from: 

The Secretary, BAGCC (0245) 
48640. 

All change 
for the ladies 
THE Women's Professional 
Golf Association has been 
given the go ahead to 
establish an independent 
company, subject to contract 
agreements being reached with 
the PGA. 
The break-away move by the 

women was agreed at a special 
meeting of the Professional 
Golfers' Association held at 
The Belfry, subject to 
agreement being reached by the 
Board and the WPGA 
committee as to the transfer of 
assets and the release of the 
contractual obligations of the 
PGA. 
The women will then form 

their own limited company 
which will be known as the 
Women Professional Golfers' 
European Tour Ltd. (WPG Euro-
pean Tour) and will operate out 
of the PGA's Headquarters 
until it can establish its own 
offices. 
The site of the tour's new 

offices has yet to be confirmed 
following several approaches 
from golf clubs throughout the 

country, but it is hoped it will 
be finalised as soon as possible 
and certainly long before the 
end of the eight month transit-
ional period in December. 
Joe Flanagan, former director 

of the Carrolls Irish Open, has 
been appointed as Tom-
Executive of the WPG European 
Tour. 

Anew mower 
NEW from Turfland 
Professional Ltd is the Brouwer 
5-gang tractor mounted mower. 
The Brouwer range of turf-care 

machinery has a first-rate 
reputation for quality and 
reliability and the latest 
tractor mounted reel mower is 
loaded with exciting new 
features and options. The golf 
course model is fitted with 
floating heads to cope with 1/2 
inch fine cut to 2 inch rough 
cut. No lengthy adjustments 
are needed, just a flick of a 
lever. Optional brushes are 
also available which virtually 
eliminate tractor tracks from 
fairways. 
The most outstanding features 
of the new lightweight mower 
include simple one man 5 
minute operation to detach the 
rear mowing units and release 
the tractor for other duties, full 
5-gang operation with 4-gang 
and 3-gang modes for tight 
spots, simple bedknife to reel 
setting via one adjustment 
bolt, four-wheel drive 
traction, hydrostatic 
transmission and finger-tip 
controls for easy raising and 
lowering of cutting units or for 
transportation. 
The result is a quality mower 

that is economical, versatile 
and dependable. Turfland 
Professional, sole UK 
distributors of the Brouwer 
range of machinery, provide a 
first-class spares facility and 
back-up service through their 
nationwide team of 
representatives. 
For further information 

contact Janet Watmore 
Turfland Professional 
Equipment Limited on 
(09286) ¿61. 



Lindum launched 
"POA ANNUA FREE" turf is the 
fervent desire of all green-
keepers and now this is not 
only possible but guaranteed! 
Under the brand name of 
Lindum seeded turf, H.R Fell & 
Sons Ltd are producing a seeded 
turf with a 80% fescue 20% 
bent mix which is guaranteed 
free of annual meadow grass. 
Fells have been large scale 
agricultural and horticultural 
growers for the past 30 years. 
In 1983 they started to grow 
turf and production has 
doubled each year since then. 
The company's philosopy has 
been to produce the right 
product at the right price. 
However, until recently the turf 
was not produced to a high 
enough quality due singly to 
the problem of annual meadow 
grass. The turf is grown on 
sand with 80% of the particle 
size between 0.5-0.125mm 
diameter. Much work has been 
done to eradicate this weed and 
success has been achieved. 
Greenkeepers can now get what 
they have been asking for and 
the player has the best surface 
on which to putt. 
The company were naturally 

reticent when asked how this 
has been achieved, saying that 
it is as a result of carefully 
husbandry, the judicious use of 
herbicides and much time and 
patience. 
For more information on PAF 

contact Tim Fell (065261) 329. 

Producing 
professionals 
THE National Turfgrass 

% Council is holding a workshop 
at Pershore College, Worcs, on 
Friday 17th June entitled 
"Producing professionals: 
Turfgrass Education in the 
'go's". Many changes are taking 
place in the national system of 
training and education and 
leisure and recreation manage-
ment is expanding both in 
numbers and skills. The educa-
tion committee of the NTC has 
been closely concerned with 
several recent developments, 
including the preparation of a 

BTEC diploma in turf science 
and sportsground management 
and the integration into 
managerial training of the new 
award "Master of Sportsturf 
Management (IOG)". 
Here is an opportunity to find 

out what is happening in 
turfgrass education today. The 
cost is £29 (incVAT). 
Details from: John Shildrick, 

Secretary NTC, 3 Ferrands 
ParkWay, Harden, Bingley, W. 
Yorks (0274) 565131. 

THE initial three months has 
seen an extremely encouraging 
beginning to Howard Swan's 
management practice. 
Construction management 

continues for Bovis Internatio-
nal at the new Sao Lourenco 
Golf Course, Quinta do Lago, 
Portugal, which open's for play 
this summer. In conjunction 
with this, a management con-
tract to administer the main-
tenance of the course is being 
effected, with Peter Wisbey as 
golf course superintendent. 
Also at Quinta do Lago, Howard 
Swan Ltd are managing the 
construction of a further nine 
holes for Shell Portugal which 
will bring the courses in this 
prestigious resort to 54 holes. 
Elsewhere in the Algarve, a 

nine hole course at Pinecliffs, 
for golf course architects 
Hawtree & Son and including a 
Sheraton Hotel, is being built 
under this company's 
management. Superintendent 
Steve Richardson, late of 
Cobtree Manor Golf Club, in 
Kent, is supervising the 
preparation and planting prior 
to becoming the managing 
superintendent. 
They have also secured 

contracts for the construction 
management of two new 

courses in West Germany. One, 
near Stuttgart, for German golf 
course architect, Reinhold 
Weisshaupt, is about to begin 
and will be supervised by David 
Lucas, until recently golf 
course manager at the Tyther-
ington club, Macclesfield. 
The company has also been 
engaged to build Turkey's first 
golf course for Hilton Hotels 
International near Izmir, some 
400 miles south of Istanbul. 
The architects for the new 
country club are Hawtree & 
Son, in association with Land 
Design Research Inc., and 
works will commence in June. 

New executive director 
at PGA 
JOHN UNDSEY, the 41 year old 
businessman who has been 
involved in golf organisation 
and promotion for nearly 
twenty years, has been appoin-
ted the new executive director 
of the PGA, starting his new 
role at National Headquarters 
at The Belfry on May 9th. 
His most recent role was as the 

tournament manager to 
initiate the Dunhill Cup. 
Commenting on his 

appointment, he said: "One of 
the first things that has to be 
done is to restore the feeling 
that the PGA is the overall 
body responsible for the 
welfare of all its members 
whether the newest young 
assistant or the oldest senior 
member, and also to restore its 
eminent position in the game 
and to take advantage of the 
boom the game is currently 
enjoying in Europe for the 
benefit of the Association. 
I would like to see the PGA set 
the standards for those who 
make a living from golf." 

BLACK FEN 
TOPSOIL 

TEL: G.J. MOYSES 
(0733) 69447 



LOVES GRASS 
HATES WEEDS 

Dependable and staif, guaranteeing batch prod- Newreps 
consistent... uction consistency, maintain- _ , 

ing the essential optimum SUPATURF PRODUCTS have 
QUALITY, reliability and value particle size distributionwhich appointed three additional 
for money are the standards can be consistently repeated to representatives. 
Supaturf have set for their meet customer requirements. Clare Atkinson has j oined the 
range of Turf Top Dressings. With three production centres Supaturf southern branch 
Supaturf use quality controlled and five regional branches covering the counties of Surrey 
sterilised and screened loam to throughout England and Wales, ^ Berkshire. Robert Bone, a 
produce a dependable and consi- Supaturf say supplies are widefy respected ngurein the 
stent product. In addition, each readily available to be n°rth east of England has join-
product batch is analysed by delivered either bagged or bulk e d Supaturf north as local auth-
laboratory trained technical at competitive prices. or i ty manager and, Michael Heath has taken up the pos-
B M H H H H ^ ^ H i i i i ^ H i i i ^ H i i i i H H ition of area rep in the north 
A r c e r m l l a u n c h e d h v w e s t covering the counties of 
¿\rsenai muntnca uy ^ h u m a n s o r animals. Cheshire, Mereeyside and Chipman Arsenal XL is approved for use North Wales. 

on an extremely wide range of 
CHIPMAN Limited have weeds, many of which are 
launched their new herbicide, becoming resistant to Award 
Arsenal XL. conventional herbicides. 
Which contains Imazapyr and Arsenal XL is available for CHRIS SMITH and his team 

Atrazine for total weed control conventional application and from Jacobsen/Textron Ltd., 
in a wide variety of situations, a special CDA formulation has Kings Lynn, Norfolk, won an 
Imazapyr is the first new total also been developed. outstanding achievement 

herbicide in the UK for over Contact Chipman on award from Jacobsen Division 
twenty years. Its unique Horsham (0403) 60341 or of Textron Inc. for exceptional 
chemistry only effects amino Harrogate (0423) 68658 for performance in their first full 
acids found in plants and not your free information pack. year of UK branch operation. 
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Newman 
JOHN ARTLETT has been 
appointed sales and marketing 
director of Vieta (UK) Ltd. John 
comes to Vieta from Wilkinson 
Sword and has a background of 
engineering, sales, marketing, 

design and public relations. He 
can be contacted at Victa's head 
office at Basingstoke. 

THERMAY STA-BRTTE 
Products Ltd. are pleased to 
welcome Chris Sharp as their 
new sales manager. 

A RENOVATION service has 
been launched to help extend 
the life of flags. 
The idea comes from 

manufacturers Flags & 
Pennants, London, who believe 
that many flags damaged in 
winter storms can be 
refurbished, thus saving 
considerable replacement 
costs. F & P say they can save 
between one half and two-
thirds of the price of a new flag. 
Under the scheme, F & P 

provide damage repair, re-
hemming, replacement rope 
and toggle and dry-clean, all 
within a fixed price. Flags up to 
4ft 6in long cost £ 10 each; up to 
6ft long cost£i*2.50; and over 
6ft long cost £15. These figures 
exclude VAT and return 
postage. A quantity discount 
will be quoted for five or more 
flags. 
The service is being provided 

by F & P's production unit 
based at Grenestede House, 
Coombe Hill Road, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex. 

A name to play with 
A machine to work 
with 

All good players need good clubs to play with, a 
variety of clubs to play different strokes, to play 
efficiently and successfully. 

The greenkeepers are no different, looking for the best 
in machinery to undertake jobs around the course. Rough 
cut, short cut, spiking, or draining, preparation, or 
conservation. More and more greenkeepers are looking 
to Iseki to provide the right machine for their course. 

Sure in the knowledge that it's one of the most 
effective clubs in your bag, to help you play, and work 
more efficiently all round. 

ISEKI 
Par Excellence 

To: Mr Colin Gregory, Iseki UK Limited, Bydand Lane, Little Paxton, Cambs. 
PE19 4ES. Telephone (0480) 218100. 

"Please send me details of how Iseki can help my course" 
Name 

Address : 

Application 



BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL 
GOLF GREENKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

SOUTH WEST AND SOUTH WALES 
REGION 

South Wales Section 

Mike Wilson, Head Greenkeeper at Ashburn-
ham Golf Club won the West of Wales 
Alliance on his home course with a one over 
par score of 73 to win the title by two 
strokes. Mike got to the turn in 35 but for 
a disappointing finish would have captured 
the crown by a much bigger margin. If 
anybody needs any item of uniform , please 
can they let me know so that I can order it. 
Also, if there is anything to be put in the 
Journal, please can you forward it to me. 
Golf dates to be noted are as follows: 
14th June Southerndown - Secretaries v 
Greenkeepers 1.00 pm start 15th June Long 
Ashton - Regional Iseki Tournament.Qualifiers 
will have qualified at Rolls of Monmouth on 
13th April and will be notified of arrange-
ments at a date nearer the Tournament. 
7th July Royal Porthcawl 18 holes, 1.00 start 
15th September Fairwood Park 27 holes, 
10.00 start 
October 5th St. Pierre South Wales v South 
West, 12.30 pm. 

Devon and Cornwall Section 

The Section's last meeting was held at 
Yelverton Golf Club on 1 st March. We arrived 
to be met with a thin covering of snow on the 
heathland of Dartmoor and a keen North-
westerly wind. 
A few of our hardier members attempted to 
play golf after receiving assurances from 
Steve Redman, the Head Greenkeeper, that 
the snow would soon go. About twenty of our 
less hardy members, after warming up with 
gallons of coffee and well wrapped against 
the elements, walked around the course with 
Steve as our guide. En route we discussed a 
variety of topics ranging from problems 
specific to heathland through to observations 
and suggestions on how our playing members 
were trying to hit the ball in the strong wind. 
Back at the Clubhouse, the bar was opened 
and circulation duly restored. Cards for the 

morning's golf were checked and results were 
as follows: 
May & Baker Assistants Shield -1 st A. 
Woolnough (Teignmouth GC) 2nd J. Breyley 
(Churston GC) 3rd W. Potter (East Devon 
GC) Supaturf Cup - Head Greenkeepers and 
Trade Members 1st T. Pipe (Honiton GC) 
2nd M. Pike (Elfordleigh GC) 3rd K. Stuart 
(Stanley AF West Ltd) 
Fifty-two members sat down to a good meal. 
The afternoon talk was given, for the first 
time in our history, by a lady, Sue Goodfellow, 
on the Ecology of a Golf Course. Thank you 
Sue for an informative talk and discussion. 
Our thanks also go to Steve for the very good 
condition of the course and to the inside staff 
for looking after us. 
B. J. Summers 

Best wishes for the future go from our 
Section to Ken Luxton who has recently 
retired after being Head Greenkeeper of the 
prestigious East Devon Golf Club for the past 
eighteen years. Ken, a popular and active 
member of our Section from its foundation, 
began as a caddy at the East Devon Golf Club 
in 1938. He went on to join the RAF as a 
Flight Mechanic for the next seven and a half 
years, managing to put in over 2,000 flying 
hours. The Sunderland flying boats were 
Ken's main charges during his career. 
On leaving the Services he returned to Devon 
to work as a Groundsman and Gardener at the 
Bicton College for the following five years. 
His next move was to become Groundsman at 
the Exmouth Grammar School from where he 
left to start as Assistant Greenkeeper at 
East Devon Golf Club. 
After gaining valuable greenkeeping 
experience, Sidmouth Golf Club were to 
benefit from Ken's expertise for the next five 
years. However, Ken's heart was at Budleigh 
Salterton where he accepted the Head 
Greenkeeper's position on November 5th 1970 
until his retirement in 1988. 
During his time at East Devon, Ken built or 
enlarged tees at every hole, adding a total of 
3,000 square yards of new teeing area, 
certainly a bonus for the ever increasing 
traffic which all clubs are experiencing. He 

also built new twelfth and sixteenth greens. 
As with all greenkeepers, Ken has had many 
amusing incidents over the years, two of which 
his staff mentioned to me. 
I am sure most people will have heard of the 
seven bore, the tidal wave that enables people 
to surf many miles inland on the River Severn 
at certain times of the year. Well, Ken created 
his own when his water tank gave up after 
many years of service and 12,000 gallons 
surged down a right of way by the course 
before making a spectacular leap from the 
cliffs onto Budleigh beach many feet below!!! 
The second incident occurred when Ken, 
playing in a fourball, watched aghast as having 
all driven a young lad appeared from the 
gorse beside the fairway and proceeded to 
collect the balls, which were also the best 
drives of the round, only to disappear from 
whence he came. Ken, still a man of action, 
rapidly disappeared hot on the trail of the 
youngster only to re-emerge some minutes 
later hat askew, bleeding from gorse 
scratches to inform his startled and by now 
much amused partners that he came within 
arms length of grabbing 'the young gentleman' 
when he could follow no further through a 
small hole in the boundary fence!!! 
I am sure Ken won't mind me relating these 
incidents and concluding by reminding him not 
to forget us but to continue to join us at our 
meetings where he will be very welcome. 
Perhaps it might be a quirk of fate, but it 
leaves me to finish these Section notes on 
Ken's retirement by welcoming Ralph Moore, 
who is at the other end of his career, to our 
Section. Ralph, Jack Moore's son, is leaving 
Fulwell Golf Club to take up the Head 
Greenkeeper's position at Stover Golf Club 
where I am sure he will make his mark. 
B. Pile 

SOUTH EAST REGION 

London Section 

For various reasons there has not been an 
article for the London Section here lately, but 
I shall try to make it a regular feature in 
future. 



We have been relying on the local newsletter 
to keep our members informed. It is most 
unfortunate that the first paragraph of the 
second letter did not read as well as it might 
have done and we will try to see that it does 
not happen again. 
The Spring Meeting will have been played by 
now at Moor Park. This proved to be a most 
popular venue and thanks go to John Edwards 
and his staff, also the Club for their 
hospitality. 
Next month, we have Summer Meeting at Bush 
Hill Park with a starting time of 4.00 pm. 
This is on the 1 st June. Also the Grand 
Summer Ball will be held at Aldenham Golf 
Club 7.00 pm start on 10th June. Please 
contact me now if you would like to go to 
either of these - there might be a vacancy. 
I am now taking names for our Summer Mee-
ting at Pinner Hill on 23rd August at 4.00pm. 
The Summer League should be in progress 
now and I can take this opportunity to ask 
those playing to watch the 'play by dates' in 
order that the League runs smoothly. It would 
be unfair if Nick and Jes have to start chasing 
people as they have put in so much work 
already. 
M. Peters 

Kent Section 

The Kent Section's Seminar on 23rd March 
was well attended and delegates were 
treated to a wide and varied coverage of 
topics related to greenkeeping. Thanks go to 
the speakers for their time and effort. It was 
nice to see so many Golf Clubs represented at 
the Seminar, not only from Kent but also 
several delegates travelled in from East 
Sussex. It was also good to see other officials 
apart from greenkeepers at the event, though 
those who attended as members of Greens 
Committees were hopefully not offended by 
Brian Pierson's remark that 'A camel is a 
horse designed by a Greens Committee'. 
They seemed to take it in good part anyway!! 
Now that this appears in print, hopefully I will 
not get the blame of his business suddenly 
goes into decline!! 
Thanks go to the Catering Staff for the 

lovely dinner at West Mailing and also for 
looking after us so well. Also thanks to the 
members of the Trade for their support at 
the event. 
On 6th July at 3.00 pm there will be an info-
rmal afternoon's golf at Sene Valley. There 
will, however, be a slightly competitive edge to 
the proceedings as the winner and runner-up 
from this event qualify to play in the Jacobsen 
Tournament at Hunstanton on 11th October. 
Dates for the diary: 
29th June Wentworth Golf Club 18 holes, Iseki 
Regional Final. 
6th July Sene Valley Golf Club 3.00 pm, 
Jacobsen Qualifier (2 to qualify) 
14-17th July Royal Lytham and St Annes Golf 
Club British Open, raking bunkers 
2nd August Hankley Common Golf Club 36 
holes, Management Trophy (entries to Hankley 
Common please) 
25-30 September Ayr, Scotland National 
Tournament and International Conference 
11 th October Hunstanton Golf Club 18 holes, 
Jacobsen Tournament 
19th October Wilderness Golf Club 36 holes 
10th Nov STRI Regional Seminar 9.00-4.00 
13th December Christmas Turkey Trot and 
AGM 11.00 am-6.00 pm 
Please book early with Secretary 
P. Copsey 

Surrey Section 

Jim Russell has left Hankley Common Golf 
Club to take up the post of Course Manager 
at Lingfield Park Golf Club and, therefore, 
has given up the job of Secretary for the 
Section. He goes with our best wishes and 
thanks for all he has done for the Surrey 
Section. We also wish both him and Debbie, 
his fiancee, many happy years together as they 
are to be married next year. 
Mr. D. Johnston has taken on the post of 
Secretary and we are sure he will fill the post 
admirably. Please give David your support by 
returning entry forms promptly to allow him 
to make the appropriate arrangements for 
forthcoming events. 
Clothing - we apologise for the delay in 
clothing, but the Headquarters Office is 

doing all it can to resolve the situation for 
outstanding items. If you have any queries, 
please contact J. Russell on (0342) 833099. 
Trip to Ransomes - There will be a trip to 
Ransomes this year and the date will be 
advised later. 
Section Funds - We are purchasing a BIGG A 
flag which we can use at our functions 
throughout the year. We are also purchasing a 
word processor and printer for adminis-
tration purposes, together with a projector 
and screen for use at winter lectures. 
Seminar - because of other events that will be 
taking place throughout the year, we intend to 
hold our Seminar early next year so as not to 
clash with other organised events. At this 
moment in time, we are open to any 
suggestions as to possible speakers and 
venues, remembering that we want 
greenkeeper participation in our Seminar - all 
offers will be appreciated. 
Saxons and Celts - This is an addition to the 
calender and will take place on 25th July at 
the RAC Country Club. The Team Captains 
are S. McMillan and B. Turner. 
I. McMillan 

SCOTTISH REGION 
North Section 

The Section outings for this year are :-
19th May Craigiehill, Perth and 15th 
September Strathpeffer. Entries on official 
forms only. 
The Section, together with the North of 
Scotland College of Agriculture, are trying to 
fix up spraying courses around the North for 
our members. As everyone should know, new 
pesticide laws are coming into effect in 
January next year and everyone must have a 
certificate before they will be allowed to 
spray. These courses will be at Nairn, Tain 
and Fraserburgh and will be held in 
November/December. Members will receive 
more details later. For those in the /south of 
the Section, courses are available at Elmwood 
College, Cupar - dates on request. Would 
members please note that a course on tractor 
mounted sprayers allows them to use a 
knapsack, but the opposite does not apply. 

Play 
around 
with 



Congratulations to two of our members, C. 
McDonald, First Assistant at Deeside Golf 
Club, who recently got married and to W. For-
syth, Duff House Royal, who has been invited 
by Russells on an all-expenses-paid week long 
trip to Minneappolis to see the Toro factory. 
Willie is on of two Scottish greenkeepers 
invited, he has dealt exclusively with Russells 
and Toro since they came on the market. 
G. Moir 

MIDLAND AND NORTH WALES REGION 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Section. 

This year we held our AGM at Goring and 
Streatley Golf Club where Steve Schmitz was 
elected as our Chairman. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the outgoing Chairman, Billy McMillan, 
for all his time and effort as Past Chairman. 
The Spring Meeting will be held at Beacons-
field Golf Club on Wednesday, 1st June. The 
cost will be £12 inclusive of morning coffee, 
lunch and an evening meal. Those who wish 
to play, please contact Bill Paterson, 
Beaconsfield Golf Club, Seer Green, Bucks. 
D. Murtagh 

East Midlands Section 

Our Spring Golf Tournament takes place on 
Thursday, 12th May at Cosby Golf Club, 
Chapel Lane, Cosby. Tees have been reserved 
from 12.30 to 2.30 pm. Singles and Pairs 
Knockout competitions - entry forms have 
been sent out and the draw for these 
competitions will be made at the Spring Golf 
Tournament. If you have not received an entry 
form, please contact me immediately. 
The Autumn Golf Tournament is to take place 
at Kettering Golf Club on a provisional date 
of September 28th but as this date coincides 
with the Association's National Golf 
Tournament at Ayr, the date is yet to be 
confirmed. The Rigby Taylor Match against 
the Midland Section is to be held at Moor Hall 
on 7th October, first match off at 8.15 am. 
Qualifiers for this match are decided from the 
Spring and Autumn Golf Tournament. 
R. W. Willars 

Midland Section 

By the time you read this we will be well into 
Spring and hopefully it will continue to be 

better than the last few years even if it has 
been slightly wetter!! A busy golfing schedule 
awaits us and I hope to see you at one or more 
of the competitions in the year ahead. 
May I extend a hearty welcome to all new 
members. Those of you who have not been 
mailed entry forms for this year's competi-
tions and would like one may ring Peter 
Richmond on 021 -354-5616 and he will gladly 
put one in the post. If anyone is interested in 
playing in any of the inter-Section matches or 
other team competitions then ring Tom Kelsall 
on Tamworth 284782. If you know of any 
member who is not receiving his magazine, 
please let me know at once so that it may be 
rectified, or if any member has a grievance or 
helpful suggestion also to get in touch so it 
may be discussed at Committee level. 
Our lecture at Telford Golf and Country Club 
was very poorly supported but Toro 
Irrigation of Sandbach gave a very interesting 
talk. We also had the opportunity to view 
some of their underground hardware and 
other pieces of equipment which help to make 
up their systems. Let us hope that future 
visits and lectures receive a better response. 
Several members from the Midlands, myself 

ARE ALL YOUR 
COLLEAGUES 
MEMBERS OF 

BIGGA 
The ICI range of turf care products has been developed for 

professionals. Whether your target is turf weeds, insect pests, 
casting worms or turf diseases - whether the location is greens or 

fairways, look to the driving range. 

(03) Professional Products 
TEL: (0252) 724525 

Daconil' turf contains chlorothalonil: Tornado' contains carbaryl: Super Verdone' contains dicamba, 2.4-D and ioxynil: 'Gamma-Col' iur/contains gamma HCH. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 

THE DRIVING RANGE. 



included, recently attended open days at 
Breakwells and Leicester Horticultural 
Engineers where we were able to keep abreast 
of new machinery and also avail ourselves of 
the refreshments provided. Both these days 
proved informative but unfortunately the 
most memorable moments were the drunken 
greenkeepers 'throwing up' in the middle of 
the afternoon. 
Wishing you green grass and blue skies! 
I. Toon 

NORTHERN REGION 
North East Section 

There will be a match against Northern 
Secretaries at South Shields Golf Club on 
July 4th. The Autumn Tournament has yet to 
be fixed. 
There will be a match against South East 
Scotland, probably in October - to be 
arranged. I would like to welcome the follow-
ing new members to the North East Section:-
G. Arnott - Heworth GC 
B. Hall - Hexham GC 
A. Baxter - Newbiggin GC 
J. Storey-Hexham GC 
B. Hughes - Whickham GC 
J. Richardson 

North West Section 

The Spring Tournament will take place at 
Tytherington Golf Club, Macclesfield on 12th 
May and names of people wishing to partici-
pate in this event should be given to Bert 
Cross on 051 -724-5412 as soon as possible. 
1 here are still places left for bunker rakers 
at this year's Open Golf Championship at 
Lytham St. Annes. Anyone needing 
accommodation please contact Dave Golding 
on 061 -748-8592 as early as possible as we 
have to confirm numbers very soon. 
Your Section Committee attended the AGM 
at York on 23rd March and all agreed it was a 
very successful day despite the pathetic show 
of North-West members. There should have 
been a show of support for the new 
Association by the Section, considering the 
Scots and South lads made a concerted 

effort to attend and we didn't have one non -
Committee member there. 
There is a wide selection of uniforms now avail-
able from ties to blazers, so if any member wis-
hes to obtain these items, please get in touch. 
Bert Cross has been appointed as the new 
Secretary and I would like to conclude by 
thanking all concerned in helping me in my 
capacity as Secretary and I wish the North-
west Section all the best for the future. 
M. Lewis 

Northern Section 

There certainly has been no shortage of 
piquancy about our evening meetings this 
Spring. On 10th March we were taken down 
to ground level on a spectacular expedition, 
observing and examining at ultra-close 
quarters the wonder of wild flower kingdom. 
Names like Sanphire, Asphodel, Bird's Nest 
Orchid came off the tongue of our speaker, 
Mr. Gell, like smooth running water bringing 
identity to the exquisite floral studies on the 
screen. 
With quiet enthusiasm Mr. Gell showed 
pictures of the flowers he had encountered on 
his travels. Surprisingly enough, most of the 
examples were resident very close to his home 
town, Harrogate - they are there, all about 
you, waiting to be noticed. Another delightful 
interlude was provided by our good friend Mr. 
Arthur Gilpin, the well known Yorkshire 
naturalist. Birds this time, shown with the 
usual degree of knowledge and aplomb. 
Flowers do not move and therefore the 
photographs need only by bothered by the 
wind. Birds conversely are keen, sensitive 
creatures, easily disturbed and certainly to 
not hang around to pose and say cheese - or do 
they? The quality, clarity and candidness of 
Mr. Gilpin's pictures almost lead you to believe 
the subjects were auditioning. Truly lovely 
shots highly indicative of the photographers 
art and patience. 
The BIGGA AGM held at York on 23rd March 
certainly proved that the infant BIGGA is 
alive, kicking and exercising its lungs. 135 
interested parties attended the meeting. 
The Northern Greenkeepers Training Liaison 

Committee met at Askham Bryan on 15th 
March. A plan was set in motion to arrange a 
Greenkeeper Education Awareness Meeting at 
Askham Bryan College on 12th July, 1988. 
The aims of the meeting are to set out the 
greenkeeper training facilities obtaining at 
Askham Bryan, the Northern centre for 
greenkeeper education, with the objective of 
bringing together Head Greenkeepers and 
Golf Club Officers by invitation. More details 
will appear later. 
Those greenkeepers willing to avail themselves 
of a certificate of competence to spray 
pesticides should enquire immediately with 
either Askham Bryan College of Agriculture 
or Shipley College. Both these teaching 
establishments are offering foundation 
modules and certification courses on the 
usage/storage of pesticides. 
All spray operatives under 25 or those above 
concerned with direct supervision of spraying 
activities must hold a certificate of compe-
tence before January 1st 1989. The exercise 
is not cheap but in the long-run would be wise. 
We welcome to the Section Stephen Earl who 
has moved from Prestwick to Strensall as 
Head Greenkeeper. Philip Taylor is now well-
installed at Alwoodley as Head Greenkeeper 
at Rawdon, Formerly First Assistant at Brad-
ford Golf Club as too is Philip Palmer now at 
Branshaw Golf Club from Woodsome Hall. Mel 
Guy has opted for the commercial side of life 
leaving South Leeds Golf Club to join the sales 
team of W. Mountain and Son, Morley, Limited 
On show, for all to see, these days in Moor 
Allerton Golf Club House is a ceramic replica 
of the Ryder Cup handed over to the Club for 
permanent display by Howard Clark, 1987 
Ryder Cup Team member and tournament 
professional at Moor Allerton. 
Do you wish to play for your Section against 
the Cleveland Section at Keighley on 27th 
July? All you have to do is ring 0943-72008 
for instant booking. A12-man team is 
required; but first come, first served. The 
same applies to the Roses Match at Blackburn 
on 11th August; team of 16 for this one. 
16th August Invitation Day at Pannal - now 
booking. 
D. Hannam 

Comprehensive range brochure of grasscutting and turf maintenance 
available upon request. 

RANSOMES BRING YOU A BETTER PRODUCT. 
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies, PLC, Ipswich, IP3 9QG Telephone Ipswich (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: 270030 



Ransomes man 
goes on tour 

PICTURED at Ipswich, setting 
off on a three week tour of golf 
clubs in Portugal and Spain, is 
one of Ransomes 
demonstrators, 24 year old 
Julian Copping. 
Last year, following a series of 

successful demonstrations in 
Britain, Julian was selected to 
carry out tours of West Ger-
many, Belgium and Holland in 
support of Ransomes dealers. 

New sprinklers 
CAMERON staff were recently 
introduced to Rainbird's new 
products for 1988 by Rainbird's 
Northern European represen-
tative Frits Gripstra and tech-
nical manager Eric Tortelier. 
Developed specifically for the 

landscape market, the new 
'Hybird' range of pop-up 
sprinklers has been designed 

for inclusion in systems where 
sprinklers are required to rise 
above surrounding shrubs or 
plants and to retract to become 
inconspicuous after the 
irrigation cycle. 
Consisting of six models, 

three of which lift to a height of 
15cm and three to 30cm, the 
range includes low angle trajec-

tory units, designed to combat 
excessive wind conditions. 
Suitable for most irrigation 

applications, the new EX-1 
range of controllers are of solid 
state construction housed 
within waterproof cabinets. 
They are available as four or 
six station controllers, each 
with pump start. 

LESSER 
TREFOIL 
The Effective Selective 

Professional Products 
TEL: (0252) 724525 
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"JUMBO" hollow coring tines 
have been satisfactorily tested 
on the SISIS Hydrocore and the 
SISIS Auto-Turfman and have 
now been added to the range. 
This larger bore tine provides 

two functions in combatting 
some of the problems 
associated with fine turf. 
Firstly the larger hole 
produced allows more 
effective use of top dressings. 
Secondly, when used at a 
controlled shallow depth they 
remove a good sized "plug" of 
thatch. 

Maxicrop's foliar sprays 
ASTUTE action by Maxicrop 
International in anticipation 
of the unusual climatic condi-
tions and problems presently 
besetting farmers, horticultura-
lists and groundsmen, has 
resulted in a dramatic increase 
in demand for Maxicrop foliar 
sprays. 
On the one hand, growing 

conditions have been such that 
shallow rooting has occurred 
and, on the other, excessive 

subject of special video 
rain has resulted in much of 
the nitrates being washed down 
too deep for perennial plants to 
benefit - a situation which 
could spell disaster, especially 
if, as history suggests, it is 
followed by a period of drought. 
One answer in all three 

market places is to foliar spray 
Maxicrop at the same time as 
the fertilizer to help promote 
rapid root development and 
increased intake of nutrients. 

The company has produced a 
special merchants video that 
explains exactly how Maxicrop 
encourages the development of 
roots and, as demonstrated by 
trial results, more efficient use 
of fertilizer to achieve the same 
or even better returns even 
under stress conditions. 
For more information contact 

Sonia Cooper, Maxicrop Inter-
national, Bridge House, 97-101 
High Street, Tonbridge, Kent. 

makes the cutting easy! 
With Turfblazer the cutting's easy—there's a choice of 
models from 22 to 78 horsepower, a choice of cutting 
decks with either rotary or cylinder units and a choice of 
working widths from 1.5 metres to 4.5 metres. 

The choice is yours, the productivity, economy and 
durability comes to you courtesy of Turfblazer, 

M making the cutting easy— 
whatever the conditions. 

Turfblaier 
Out front in the cutting stakes 

To: Turfblazer Department Iseki U.K. Ltd., Bydand Lane Industrial Estate, Little P&xton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PEW 4ES. 

| Pfease send me details of the Turfblazer range. 

| Name Position 

Address 



Artificial turf given the boot! 
THE artificial turf at Queens 
Park Rangers football ground 
is being lifted and replaced 
with washed Rolawn turf on a 
Cell System based pitch. 
The turf is specially treated 

with high pressure, high 
volume jets of water to remove 
soil from the turf. Then it will 
be laid on an all-sand base that 
incorporates a sophisticated 
irrigation and drainage sub-
system. 
'The washed turf roots quicker 
into an all-sand construction 
without a layer of soil which 
can impede drainage and cause 
problems,"said Robert Laycock 
technical director of Rolawn 
Ltd. 'Washing off the soil also 
demonstrates the strength of 
the Rolawn root system". 
From a modest beginning in 

Scotland in 1975 the Rolawn 
company has firmly estab-
lished itself as Europe's largest 
turf grower. Today, there is 
over a thousand acres of 

Rolawn turf being cultivated in 
different parts of the country 
and a national distribution 
network has been set up. 
"High quality turf is much in 

demand", said Ken Dawson, 
founder and managing director 
of Rolawn. "New research and 
developments in the pipeline 
will allow us to produce more 
than ample supplies of the 
finest texture turf for golf and 
bowling greens ever seen in 
this country". 
Rolawn turf is grown and 

maintained for up to two years 
before harvesting. The turf is 
lifted in uniform square yard 
rolls which are thinly cut, 
exceptionally strong and easy 
to handle. 
A range of grades have been 
developed for different 
applications. 
Custom grown turf, using 

special grass varieties and soil 
types can be produced success-
fully to customer require-

Britain's first automatic turf washer uses water from 
the river to direct high pressure, high volume Jets to 
remove soil from beneath the Rolawn turves. 

ments. Any of the Rolawn 
grades of turf can be supplied 
washed to allow use of mature 
turf on all-sand constructions. 

KILLS WEEDS 
NO TROUBLE 
The Effective Selective 



Mowers for weight-watchers. 
Not weight-lifters. 

Huxley Hydraulic Reelmowers for compact tractors prove that 
you don't have to be a heavyweight to be strong. 
So, if your turf could benefit from a reduction in pressure, 
without a reduction in performance, please ask us to 
demonstrate. 
We could save you pounds. 

Inspect the growing turf at any of our Turf Production Units 
located throughout the country. 

Enhance your reputation — make sure it's Rolawn 

ROLAWN OF COURSE! 
Contact us direct: 

Rolawn Ltd., Elvington, York Y 0 4 5AR. [ 
Telephone (24 hours): (0904 85) 661 

Rolawn 

Rolawn turf is: 
* mature * always matchable 
* quick and easy to lay * of uniform thickness 
* weed-free * locally-grown 

GOLF COURSE 
Many a reputation 
has been won and lost on the 
tees and greens. Ours has grown and 
grown over the years with leading clubs 
throughout Britain proud of their 
Rolawn turf. —""""" 

To: Coremaster Aeration Department, Iseki U.K. Ltd., Bydand Lane Industrial Estate, Little Paxton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE19 4ES. 

Coremaster sounds just the right machine for my aeration problems. Please send me the facts. 

Name Position 

Address . 

For use on: Parks/Sportsgrounds/Golf Courses/Other (please delete where not applicable) 

Coremaster , the world 's most versati le turf aerat ion system 
is now available in Britain, bringing you the versatility and 
productivity to aerate at d i f ferent depths and with different 
patterns, all f rom one machine. El iminate compaction, 
improve drainage faster with Coremaster . 
Find out the facts on Coremaster now! 

Coremaster — the better way to aerate 

Gentle on greens... fast on fairways... 
terrific on tees... perfect for parks! 



Gleneagles plump for Iseki tractors 
THE Gleneagles Hotel and Golf 
Course, Auchterarder, 
Perthshire, has recently taken 
delivery of three Iseki tractors 
to work on their world famous 
courses. 
Over recent years, the 

Gleneagles Hotel has grown 
both in stature and diversity 
with seventeen sports being 
available on the estate. 
The Iseki tractors, two 30 

horsepower TE 4270's and a 40 

horsepower TE 4370, are now 
hard at work on the estate's 
four championship 18 hole 
courses in preparation for such 
events as the Bell's Scottish 
Open Championship, plus a 
whole host of company and pro 
celebrity events planned for 
the year. 
Gleneagles' estates and golf 

courses manager, James Kidd, 
leaves the choice of machinery 
open to each of his respective 

head greenkeepers and it is 
they who decide on the 
machinery most suitable for 
their own course. According to 
Mr. Kidd: 'To have all three 
courses decide on the same 
make was rare indeed". 
The three tractors will be 

involved in a wide variety of 
work, but more especially for 
Vertidraining and Power Gang 
Mowing, as they prepare the 
courses for the many 
prestigious tournaments 
Gleneagles hosts each year. 

Iseki is the greenkeepers 
'choice at Gleneagles, where three 
V tractors have recently been 

X delivered by Reekie Plant. 

THE SISIS Hydrocore powered 
aerator is now fitted with 
patented turf retainers. These 
prevent lifting or tearing on 
newly laid or shallow rooted 
fine turf. 
Individual tine head turf 

relations ensure effective 
operation when treating turf 
with slight undulating or 
uneven surface levels. 

SUPER SUPER 
'VERDONE' 
The Effective Selective 



Toro Irrigation Limited 
Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate, 

Ringwood, Hants BH24 3SD. Tel: 04254 6261 

Talk to your nearest Toro distributor: 
Turf Irrigation Sandbach Cheshire Tel: 04775-255 

Golf Landscapes Brentwood Essex Tel: 0277-73720 
Irrigation & Slurry Services Downton Wilts Tel: 0725-20377 

Designed and manufactured in Britain, the new 
Toro System Control 3000 solid state irrigation 
controller represents a major advance in economical, 
simple to use, high-tech, electronics where sensitive 
control of watering applications is essential to those 
responsible for turf management.. 

Used in conjunction with the latest Toro sprinklers 
offering single head control, this new Controller 
provides that ultimate touch - excellence in irrigation! 
Ask for details now, say "System Control 3000". 

MOLE Y SMOKE! 
If you are getting the hump over unsightly mole 

hills, this is the effective treatment : 

FUMIGATION TABLETS 

KILLS MOLES 
Detailed leaflet gives you full 
information: 

• On the biology and habits of 
moles. 

• How to identify 'live' areas to be 
treated. 

• How to apply Phostoxin tablets to 
ensure successful control. 
Contact: 

PILTLAND CHEMICALS 
Woodcroft House, 

Old Vicarage Drive, 
Appleby, Scunthorpe, 

South Humberside, DN15 0BY 
Tel: 0724 734025 or 732101 
Head label before you use. 
Use pesticides safely. 
Contains aluminium 
phosphide. 

Let's get 
down to 

Grass Roots 
Hydrowet® Wetting Agent 

improves the quality of your turf 
even after only a few 
applications. 

Hydrowet® is an 
advanced product which 
modifies the surface tension of 
water and enhances its ability 
to penetrate hard soil and dense 
thatch. It allows water to 
percolate down to grass roots. 
It also disperses rainfall more 
evenly through the soil and 
helps to avoid problems of 
standing water. 

Hydrowet® is available 
from Rigby Taylor in 9.5 litre 
containers to cover 3,800 sq.m. 

Rigby Taylor Limited 
Rigby Taylor House Garside Street 
Bolton Lanes BL14AE 
Telephone: 0204 389888 
Guildford Tel: 048335657 

A GROWMG FORCE IN LEISURE Warwick Tel: 0926 401444 



the nameyoucan trust 
... a n d t o g u a r a n t e e t ha t y o u r c lub m e m b e r s have a cou rse in 'tip-top' 

c o n d i t i o n , y o u can d o no bet ter t h a n ge t b e h i n d t h e w h e e l o f a T O R O ! The re 
are m o d e l s t o su i t t h e needs o f all G reenkeepers a n d t h e o d d pecu l ia r i t ies o f 

u n d u l a t i n g g r o u n d c o n t o u r s . T h e G R E E N S M A S T E R 3000 t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
n e w ' g r o o m e r reels' can p r o d u c e the f ines t g reens o n any course . Take a t r ia l 
r un at a n y t i m e a n d y o u w i l l i m m e d i a t e l y see t h e va lue o f TORO's u n e q u a l l e d 

t e c h n o l o g y in m a n u f a c t u r i n g t h e r igh t m a c h i n e f o r t h e r igh t task. Fa i rways 
a n d A p r o n s are e f f i c ien t ly cu t w h a t e v e r t h e wea ther , c o m p l i m e n t e d by t h e 

GREENS AERATOR w h i c h assists w i t h t h a t p rev i ous l y s l o w task o f t u r f 
aera t ion . T h e p o p u l a r SAND-PRO is a lso No. 1 cho ice 

fo r t h o s e i m p o r t a n t bunkers . m m i „ a . " M i m i ^ ^ m 
UK DISTRIBUTORS 

LELY (UK) LIMITED STATION ROAD j 
ST. NEOTS H U N T I N G D O N C A M B S P E 1 9 1 Q H 

Telephone: (0480) 76971 
Telex: 32523 



WHEN TIRED TURF NEEDS A TONIC . . . 

% Turf grows tired just like any other living thing . . . 
especially if it's troubled by bad drainage, hyper-acidity and hatch (or fibre). 

A regular vigorous raking is the simple answer... but that can make you as 
tired as your turf! Fortunately there is a solution that's almost as simple and a 

great deal easier on the back — Bob Andrews Turf-Doctor. 
The Turf-Doctor is a powered scarifier especially designed for restoring tired 

turf. Available with a choice of engines — Honda, Tecumseh or Briggs & 
Stratton, the Turf-Doctor can tend the largest area of turf swiftly and 

effectively, ridding it of dead and unwanted growths and gently 
opening up the soil surface to let essential 

moisture nutriment and air reach the 
grass roots. Designed for ease of use 

and durability, the Turf-Doctor 
features a unique height-
adjustment control which 
ensures the best possible 

effect on any type of turf and 
takes up tine wear. A very 

effective Slitter Kit is available 
as an optional extra. 

Maximum benefit 
for minimum effort 

For smaller 
grass areas 
and private 
lawns, take 
a look at 
Lawn-Doctor 
Manoeuvrable and easy 
to use, Lawn-Doctor 
allows you to tend even 
the largest lawn quickly 
and easily. Available 
with or without 
debris collector. 

. . . just what the 
doctor ordered! 

Standard Flail 
Type Reel for 
fibre removal. 

Slitter/Vertical 
Mower Reel 
(Optional Extra) 

Bob Andrews Ltd's products already serve regularly with R / \ D A i m n n i i r V t t \ 
many local authorities and leisure organisations, so when ^ J V / L J I A I V I / K L V V ) t i l 1 J Dept.Gc/s/88 
you need reinforcements, call in at your local stockist, or Pontiac Works , Fernbank Road, 
send for full details t o : - A s c o t B c f k s > T c | . 0 3 4 4 3 8 5 5 7 5 



Root mimic aids irrigation 
JUDGING the irrigation needs 
of turf has always been 
guesswork. A Van Walt 
Tensiometer will help 
greenkeepers time irrigation 
better and avoid excess or 
insufficient watering of turf. 
A tensiometer operates on 

well founded scientific 
principles by mimicking a 
plant root and so gives a direct 
reading of the soil moisture 
levels as experienced by plants. 
The business end of the 

tensiometer is a porous 
ceramic tip fed by a water 
reservoir held in the body of 
the meter. As the soil dries 
water is pulled from the 
tensiometer through the 
porous tip. The drier the soil 

the greater the pull. An easy to 
read pressure gauge at the top 
gives a clear reading of the 
moisture level of the soil. 
Tensiometers are easy to use -

just insert into the soil and 
walk away. It will give a 
constant reading of moisture 
levels day or night and is 
maintenance free. 
It is recommended that at 

least two tensiometer be used -
a short and a long one to 
measure near the top and the 
bottom of the root zone. The 
reading from these two will 
give an indication of the mois-
ture profile through the soil. 
Tensiometers are priced from 

£38.85 + VAT phone: 0428 
53404. 

Ministry okays 
NTC pesticide code 

AS the Minister at the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Food with 
responsibility for Part 3 of the 
Food and Environment 
Protection Act, the 
parliamentary secretary 
(Lords), the Baroness 
Trumpington has welcomed 
the initiative taken by the 
National Association of 

Agricultural Contractors and 
the National Turfgrass Council 
in producing and publishing a 
Code of Practice for the use of 
Approved Pesticides in 
Amenity Areas. 
"It is an indication of the 

responsible attitude within 
their sector that NAAC and 
NTC have taken the draft Code 
of Practice produced by the 
Ministry for agricultural and 
commercial use of pesticides 
and have adapted that draft 
guidance to the circumstances 

of amenity users" says Lady 
Trumpington in her foreword 
to the Code. 
The Code is a short, easily 
read A4 publication covering 
storage transport, application 
and disposal of pesticides. 
"It has been produced in 

consultation with all our 
member organisations 
concerned with pesticide use 
on amenity grass", said John 
Shildrick, secretary to NTC. 
More information from John 

Shildrick, on (0274) 565131. 

Available ONLY from TACIT 

T A C I T " 
Unit 3, 3 Millers Lane, Monks Kirby, 
Rugby CV23 ORJ. Tel: (0788) 832166 

For Less 

Hole Cups The Best 
Tee Markers 

Traffic Control Stakes 

Information & Etiquette Signs 

Swivel Flagpoles 



THE 
WIND 
FACTOR 

Seaside links are more exposed to the elements 

IT'S quite common to see a golfer, before teeing off, pick up a 
few grass blades and toss them into the air to determine 
whicn way the wind is blowing. For having some idea of wind 
direction is critical to the experienced player. 
Wind is one of the major factors contributing to the playing 
strategy of a golf course, particularly the seaside links, 
which are more exposed to the elements. In windy condi-
tions, golfers find it difficult to remain steady and maintain 
a smooth swing. The flight of a ball is affected by a cross-
wind, and even putting is difficult in blustery conditions. 
According to the records, Andrew Lang, the poet who wrote 
so much about St Andrews, drove into a high wind that 
carried his ball backwards into a bunker behind the tee. 
Tet, when American Craig Wood was involved in a play-off 

for the 1933 Open Championship at St Andrews, he was 
assisted by such a strong following wind that he drove his 
ball into the bunker on the face of the hill just short of the 
fifth green - an estimated 430 yards! 
Wind is essentially air in motion, with both velocity and 

directional components. It consists of a succession of gusts 
and lulls, rather than a uniform velocity. Wind is usually the 
result of differences in the density of pressure of the 
atmosphere. 
A diurnal variation in wind velocity is frequently observed 

in temperate climates, with maximum velocity generally oc-
curing around noon and the minimum at daybreak and dusk. 
Warm, damp winds from the south and west are usual in 

Britain at all times of the year and are largely responsible for 
the mildness of the climate. Easterly winds are less common 
than winds from the south and west, and are usually drier 
and colder. 

The North Sea is shallow and cold, so, when the wind is 
blowing from the east, east coast areas are cool in summer 
and cold in winter. 
Wind affects turf growth in a number of ways, according to 

the location, and it generally influences the turf by cooling, 
increasing transpiration, abrasive action or the displace-
ment and transport of soil, sand, snow, pollen, seeds etc. 
Turf can be protected from the drying action of winds by 

using protective windbreaks. Strategic placement of trees 
and snrubs can serve as wind-breaks. 
It's important to have a reasonable circulation of wind and 

air in the proximity of greens. Those which are 
constructed in sheltered locations can have problems with 
restricted air flow, making them more prone to prolonged 
moisture and fungal disease. 

In the United States and Canada, wind is also a serious 
hazard in the transfer and deposition of snow on golf courses 
in the winter. Elevated, exposed areas do not receive as much 
precipitation as hollows and protected places due to snow 
removal by the force of the wind. 

This often results in areas of maximum exposure being 
characterised by dry soils and severe winter dessication 
problems. Snow fences and brushwood are often used on 
courses to protect turf from the drying action of the wind as 
well as providing more uniform snow distribution. 
Greenkeepers on seaside courses are aware of the problems 

of sowing grass seed on light sandy soils when seeding can 
often be lost in brief periods of high winds. Practices that 
help to minimise this problem are keeping the seedbed 
perpendicular to the prevailing winds or using windbreaks. 
Wind dissemination of weed seeds is an avenue for the con-

stant spread of weeds into fine turf. Light seeds, or seeds with 
a wing-like structure, are ideally adapted to wild transport. 

The parachute-like pappus of the dandelion is a typical 
example. Wind is also important in the dissemination of 
spores of many turf pathogens. 
Playing on links courses m windy conditions, many golfers 

have experienced the blinding effects and stinging sensation 
on their cheeks caused by windblown sand from dune areas 
and bunkers in exposed situations. 
The disposition of wind-blown sand can have serious effects 
on surrounding turf, for it may smother the grass completely 
and cause severe damage. The abrasive action of windblown 
sand can also have a damaging effect. Turf plants are 
frequently sheared off at the soil surface by the abrasive 
blasting action of gale-force winds. Only the tough, 
indigenous dune grasses are adapted to these conditions. 
Salt spray is sometimes a problem on coastal courses, too, 

and this is caused by the action of the sea dashing against the 
rocks and shoreline, which produces a salt spray that drifts 
inland. Succulent grasses that are not adapted to these 
conditions are very susceptible to foliar injury from the 
windborne salt spray. 

Now Working on the SOUTH COURSE at WENTWORTH 

ASHWELLS ROAD 
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD 

ESSEX. CM 15 9SR 
Telephone: (0277) 73720 
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG 

The proven experience in the field 
for construction, drainage and irrigation 



farmura turf 
The original FARMURA. For use from initial pre-seeding 
through to maintenance. FARMURA TURF improves 
germination, encourages quicker establishment of grass 
seed, root development, tillering and a dense sward 
without undesirable flushes of growth. FARMURA 
TURF encourages fine grasses and can be used in 
ecologically sensitive areas. As a soil conditioner 
FARMURA TURF will increase soil bacteria count 
enabling locked up nutrients to become available to the 
plant. Other benefits include improved drought and 
disease resistance. 
Uses: Reseeding, golf courses, sports pitches, racecourses, 

bowling greens, cricket pitches, land reclamation 
and ecologically sensitive areas. 

farmura green 
FARMURA GREEN is specially formulated FARMURA 
TURF with the addition of iron and wetting agent. 
Designed particularly for areas needing a high standard 
of presentation and a deep green colour without 
excessive growth. Applications of FARMURA GREEN 
will encourage the development of finer grasses, 
improve drought and disease resistance and increase soil 
bacteria count. 
Uses: Golf greens, bowling greens, tennis courts, lawns, 

golf fairways and racecourses. 

farmura 
A tailor made product manufactured to your specific 
requirements. FARMURA-N can be formulated with 
other major nutrients to produce a specially balanced 
semi-organic fertiliser to suit your planned nutritional 
programme. Available to your requirement by 
discussion and quotation FARMURA-N offers major 
savings in time and equipment by only making one 
application. 
Uses: Land reclamation, low input management 

programmes. 

FERROSOL 4 FARMGRAN 5 farmura 6 
A major development in liquid iron application. An easily spreadable natural seaweed soil conditioner f jñ ( & ( ¿ I q J @ ( } 14< r 
FERROSOL, a unique iron-nitrogen bonded complex and improver. Applications of FARMGRAN will Z^ f & Q l 
provides a quick green-up of the turf without over improve soil structure stimulating micro orqanisms and u r u , , , ? , . . . , . 
stimulation of growth and without wheelmarks or aiding moisture retention. FARMGRAN supplies aU ^ t r e e s f°r s h l?^ s l l f t e d P n ° r t r a n s P l a f i n 9 a 

blackening. FERROSOL in liquid form can be mixed known trace elements in an organic chelated form for l a r9 e P o r t i o n of the finer root structure is lost and 
easily in water and is immediately available for spray or rapid assimilation by plants and fills the "fertility gap" r e S l ^ 
drench application. Ideal for use at any time when turf so often present under today's high input management PRE p I^NT^s a c r e a r á 
is in need of green-up boost throughout the year. practice, Can also be incorporated into top dressing. of the roo i 
Uses: Turf, fine turf, golf greens, bowling greens, tennis Uses: Golf courses, sports fields, landscaping, seeding, permeable skin' protecting the roots from damage yet 

courts, lawns, shrubs, etc. planting and land reclamation. allowing them to breathe and take in moisture. ^ 

Uses: All plant, shrub and tree 
transplanting situations. 



Agreement is vital 
IT has taken twenty years of 
hard slogging, by exhortation, 
explanation, demonstration 
and results to achieve broad 
agreement on a very few basic 
greenkeeping principles, and 
these are still not agreed by all 
and are constantly under 
attack. 
What then are the basic 

points we have largely, if not 
universally, agreed. Very few, 
if one is realistic, yet such 
agreement is vitally 
important if greenkeeping is 
not to suffer cyclic patterns of 
disaster and recovery. 
Disagreement leaves 
greenkeepers and 
greenkeeping vulnerable to the 
malign influences of 
members, professionals and 
the unqualified pursuing 
misguided objectives with 
irrelevant methods. 
Education is the secret, but at 

all levels, and perhaps 
nowhere more importantly 
than with members, from 
whose ranks are recruited 
future chairmen and 
conveners as well as captains. 
Continuity is a sure fire 
winner where it is combined 
with a proper understanding 
of greenkeeping principles 
and a full acceptance of what 
constitutes ideal golf course 
conditions. 
Where then have we achieved 
some measure of agreement on 
greenkeeping practices? 
Firstly, on fertiliser useage, 
where most greenkeepers arid 
advisers have accepted the 
fact,Sproven by research that 
annual meadow grass 
increases and finer species 
decrease with increasing 
phosphate and potash levels. 
There are still some who 
advise use of NPKfertilisers 
including some inexperienced 
advisers and fertiliser firms, 
but a gratifying number of the 
latter advise and supply 
nitrogen only for golf greens. 
Investigations at the STRI, 
backedbyR&Afunds, linking 
chemical and botanical 
characteristics of golf greens 

in profile analyses at different 
depths, confum the link 
between highphosphate and 
annual grass dominance. It is 
known that phosphate levels 
as low as 10-15ppmarequite 
adequate to support fine 
leaved agrostis andfine 
fescues. A recent analysis of 
the greens on afiequently 
televised links course shows 
figures from over800ppm to 
well in excess of 1,000 
ppm.There are no prizes for 
guessing the grass type, 
virtually purepoa annua, and 
the Club has no chance of 
changing that situation 
without a complete rebuild of 
all the greens. Those 
greenkeepers still using NPK 
fertilisers in large quantities 
are leaving a dreadful legacy 
behind them. 
It is all too typical of the 

failure by those setting 
themselves up as advisers, to 
see basic truths, claiming that 
those previously advising 
nitrogen only have changed 
their minds. This is based on, 
amongst other factors, a lec-
ture given by STRI on the man-
agement of pure sand greens 
where, because the grass is 
grown hydroponically, both 

phosphate and potash are 
needed, or the grass dies. 
Annual meadow grass invades 
as a result and this is one 
reason why pure sand greens 
have no relevance outside hot, 
arid zones of the world - but of 
that more anon! 
Another point on which there 
is basic agreement is the need 
for intensive aeration to 
combat the consolidating 
effects of traffic. Again we can 
argue about how to do it but 
not about how often, which 
admittedly varies. On one 
famous links the fescue 
dominant greens are very 
unconsolidated, and aeration 
is confined to six greens once 
per year with excellent results, 
because there is little play and 
so little resultant compaction. 
With more intensive use, we 
need much more frequent and 
deeper aeration, hence the 
dramatic success of the Verti-
drain, a machine which I had 
the greatest difficulty in 
introducing into Britain from 
Holland, to the extent even 
that a last minute 
cancellation by one club, 
stopped a Dutch contractor 
coming over to Vertidrain six 
courses before the machine 



Like all John Deere cylinder 
mowers, the 305 is hydraulically 
driven - substantially outper-

forming ground driven 

RELIABILITY IS OUR STRENGTH 

was available over here. It is 
this slow acceptance of good 
new ideas which is as 
depressing as the rapid 
acceptance of gimmicks. 
It took two more years of hard 

graft to persuade both clubs 
and contractors that this 
really was a better deeper 
method of aeration to get at 
deep seated pans - yet it is only 
mechanising the method 
widely used 60 and more years 
ago of raise forking, inserting 
handforks and prising them 
back. Today of course 
everyone is in on the act, 
many contractors and some 
clubs with their own machines 
yet what a task it was to start 
it-as its inventors are now 
finding in the United States. 
A third measure of agreement 
is to irrigate sparingly, and in 
the case of pop-ups, to use 
them to the minimum possible 
level nightly in drought 

periods. Yet there are advisors 
not the STRI or myself, 
advise watering only once or 
twice a week, saturating the 
greens and letting them dry 
out - demonstrably ridiculous 
in practical terms of water 
demand and potential 
absorption by greens as well as 
being technically incorrect. 
There are still firms, not 
members of the BritishTwf 
IrrigatvonAssociation, fitting 
three heads, not four or more, 
to greens larger than 400 
sq.yds. This is in direct 
contravention ofBTIA 
standards. The result of 
spacing headsfurther apart 
than the technical maximum, 
the so called head-to-head 
cover, is uneven coverage and 
missed areas, especially under 
marginal operating condit-
ions, such as wind. Then we 
find the pop-ups turned on for 
longer periods in a vain 

attempt to cover the missed 
areas. The result, inevitably, 
is that the wet areas get 
waterlogged and the missed 
areas stay missed. 
Our last measure of 

agreement, and it took much 
longer to achieve, is that there 
is no place for perennial 
ryegrass, even the so called 
dwarf strains, on any golf 
course in Britain Yet one golf 
architect is still using ryegrass 
forfairways, despite the awful 
end result and the 
impossibility of imparting 
back spin from such lush 
meadowland lies. My advice to 
greenkeepers and others is to 
only buy seed fromfirms who 
specifically recommend non-
ryegrass mixtures for tees and 
fairways. 
Our next objective must be to 

agree on green construction 
and I will discuss that in my 
next article. 

by Jim Arthur 

It's easy to spot 
cylinder quality 
John Deere has four superb new cylinder mowers — 
hydraulically driven for high performance where ground 
driven cylinder mowers fail. The 303 and 305 are 3 and 5-
gang pull units with 30 in floating heads that cut to 3/8 in 
and come in 4, 6, 8 and 10 blade versions. 
The same choice of cylinders are hydraulically raised and 
lowered when mounted on our 755 and 855 diesel hydro-
static tractors. The mower cylinders are easily removed to 
let these versatile tractors tackle year-round jobs. For 
more information contact: JOHN DEERE Ltd., Harby 
Rd., Langar, Nottingham. NG13 9 HT. Tel. (0949) 
60491. 

The 20 hp 755 and 24 hp 855 compact 
diesel tractors: quality 86 in cut with 

individually controlled left, right and 
rear cylinders. 



Mascot Microfine is recognised by professional 
greenkeepers and groundsmen as one of the finest 
ranges of fertilisers on the market. The range is fully 
comprehensive to enable a year-long programme of 
turf nutrition to be tailored to meet the exacting 
specifications required by today's increasing 
"play-loads". 

But more than this... 
Being a technically advanced product, Mascot 

Microfine contains IBDU slow-release agents to give 
maximum performance over long periods. See the 
panel for full details of the slow release content to 
enable you to compare accurately with other brands 
both the quality and value for money offered by 
Mascot Microfine. 

For full information please talk to your local Rigby 
Taylor Technical Representative or contact any of our 
sales and service centres. 

With Mascot Microfine you can really see the difference 

Rigby Taylor Limited, Rigby Taylor (South) Limited, Rigby Taylor (Midlands) Limited, Souter of Stirling, 
Rigby Taylor House, Unit 7, Unit9A, (Sportsturf) Limited, 
Garside Street, The Riverway Estate, Warwick Industrial Estate, Cunningham Road, 
Bolton BL14AE. Peasmarsh, Guildford, Budbrooke Road, Springkerse, 
Tel: 0204 394888 & 389888 Surrey GU3 1LZ. Warwick CV34 5XH. Stirling FK7 7SL. 

Tel: 0483 35657 Tel: 0926 401444 Tel: 0786 72141 



T H E ROYAL BURGESS 
G O L F I N G S O C I E T Y O F E D I N B U R G H 

invite applications for the 
newly-created post of 

COURSE MANAGER 
The Society, which was instituted in 1735, is located on the 
west side of Edinburgh and is regarded as one of the most 
prestigious in the golfing world. 

Applicants must be technically qualified and/or demonstrate 
an excellent knowledge of, and experience in, all aspects of 
modern greenkeeping practices. Clear evidence of cost-
effective management skills is required together with good 
communication abilities. 

An excellent salary and a pension scheme commensurate 
with this senior appointment will be offered to the successful 
candidate. Accommodation is not available/ 

Applications in writing (quoting ref GC) with C.V 
and two professional referees to.— 

The Secretary/Manager 
The Royal Burgess Golfing Society of Edinburgh 

181 Whitehouse Road 
Edinburgh 
EH4 6BY 

MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
DEPARTMENT OF DIRECT LABOUR 
HEAD GREENKEEPER (post No. DL034) 
Salary £8,988 - £9,873 + 10% 
The successful applicant will be responsible to 
the Works Manager (Environmental) for 
ensuring that the Golf Course and Surrounds at 
Cobtree Manor Park Golf Course are maintained 
to a high standard as specified by the Arts & 
Recreation Officer. 
Whilst this is a supervisory position, the post-
holder is also required to be directly involved in 
undertaking the daily maintenance operations. 
Applicants should have a minimum of 5 years 
experience in Golf Course Maintenance 
together with a recognised qualification in Turf 
Culture. 
Maidstone is the County town of Kent with 
London and the South Coast only short 
distances away. 
THE COUNCIL OPERATES A GENEROUS RELOCATION SCHEME 
AND ALSO OFFERS MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE ON UP TO 
£30,000 IN APPROPRIATE CASES. 
Application form and job description available 
from the Department of Direct Labour, The 
Maidstone Borough Council, Armstrong Road, 
Maidstone, Kent. ME15 6AY; Attention of Mr. 
Andrew Dickie, or telephone Maidstone (0622) 
602301 to whom completed forms should be 
returned by 20 May 1988. 
THIS COUNCIL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

COMPACTION, 
THATCH OR 

DRAINAGE PROBLEMS? 
For really fast hollow lining of your problem areas, 
with variable tining and coring, get Coremaster on 

your side and cut disruption to a minimum. 
C. & M. Sportsground Management, can core up to 
18 Greens in a day, or a Bowling Green in 3 hours -

fast specialist equipment - at economical rates. 
GET C & M COREMASTER HIRE 

WORKING FOR YOU 
Contact the Turf Aeration Specialists C & M Coremaster Hire. 
22 Rosemount, Wallington Square,Wallington. 
Surrey SM6 8RW 
S P O R T S G R O U N D 

M A N A G E M E N T 

TEL: (0306) 884732. 

Rotary Mower 
for rough and semi-rough. 

The Wessex P18 is a robust rotary mower to suit any tractor 
25hp+. A floating headstock with anti-scalp rollers at the front 
ensures a close finish even on 
undulating ground. Three 
overlapping blades give a 
quick clean cut. Rear height 
control wheels are fully 
castoring for 
manoeuvrability 

For full details: 
^ WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO. 

Trading Estate, Oakhanger Road., Bordon, Hants., GU359HH Telephone: (04203) 8111 



withstand the rigours of tough 
ArfP^ 1 l ^ c o m m e r c i a l turf care applications using 
W H the most modern materials and up to the 

T \ { • i i i i i P | minute technology • EVEN • SPRED's 
7 m&mez—broadcast system is totally self cleaning 

/ ^^TT^^^-llTT^Bj^^^^k a n d rustproof to ensure years of 
• SPRED's huge 5" enclosed 

• P I ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ t o 1 1 1 : | gears seal out damaging dirt and 
^ B l l l ^ l ^ j r n ^ M m H t o ^ P eliminate premature 

J Py^J^^^M W gear wear • All EVEN • SPRED 
B S ^ M ^ B B S S I ^ r models are manufactured with rust-

B r proof heavy duty tubular frames and 
H r large capacity hoppers. The EVEN • SPRED is light and 

• H p r perfectly balanced to give a smooth efficient operation and a 
perfect feathered edge for even broadcast every time. 

Performance unmatched by the competition 
TYPICAL ROTARY SPREADER EVEN-SPRED SPREADER 

Compare the spread 
pattern of a typical rotary spreader 

I to the spread pattern of the new 
Supaturf EVEN • SPRED spreader. 

Note the smoothly featherd edges of 
the EVEN • SPRED broadcast pattern, 

which helps to minimize streaking 
and eliminates 'burning' from overlap. 

Head Office Oxney Road,Peterborough Cambridgeshire PEl 5YZ Tel: (0733) 68384 

Branches — 
North South South West Midland & South Wales 
Unit 2 Dromenagh Farm D.O. Hunt Limited Unit 104B 
Ripley Close Seven Hills Road 14 Fairfax Road Hartlebury Trading Estate 
Normanton Iver Heath Heathfield Kidderminster 
Wakefield Buckinghamshire Newton Abbot Worcestershire 
West Yorkshire T e l : (0895) 832626/834198 Devon T e l : (0299) 250087 
WF6 1TB TQ12 6UD 
T e l : (0924) 891000 T e l : (0626) 834499 

For any further information 
contact one of the following branches. 

• Permanently lubricated 5" 
gears are enclosed to seal out \ I 
damaging dirt and grit that leads \ \ 
to premature gear r 
wear- out and failure ^ — ' 

• Self-cleaning design with \ \ 
stainless steel agitator 

• Stainless steel axle mounted in 4 ^ 
large serviceable ball bearings ' 

• Rustproof hoppers resist cracking 
and«deformation 

• Heavy duty 1" tubular frame in 
Stainless steel/Aluminium 

• Positive locking on/off flow control 
handle 

• Swath width of 7 to 13 feet, 
depending upon product density 

• Durable 11" non-marking pneumatic 
tyres 



LINGFIELD PARK 
require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEBPBR 

Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of 
greenkeeping including the use and maintenance 

of greenkeeping machinery. 
A mature person preferred. Accommodation 
available. Applicants should apply in writing 
giving age, experience and qualifications to:-

The Secretary/Manager, 
Lingfleld Golf Club, 
Racecourse Road, 
Lingfleld Surrey. 

RH76PQ 

invite applications for the post of 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants should have extensive experience in 
the theory and practise of golf course 

management, be conversant with the use and 
maintenance of all modern golf course 

machinery. An ability to manage, motivate and 
train staff is essential. Salary negotiable. No 

accommodation available. 
Applications should be in writing and include 

full C.V. to:-
The Manager, 

The Quietwaters Club, 
Colchester Road, 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 
Maldon, Essex. 

CM98HX 

BUSH HILL PARK 
GOLF CLUB 

requires an 

Assistant 
Greenkeeper 

Applications from qualified and experienced 
persons are Invited for the above post at this 

private members club. Single status 
accommodation available. Please send full 

curriculum vitae to: 
The Secretary/Manager, 
Bush Hill Park Golf Club, 

Bush Hill, 
Winchmore Hill, 

London. 
N212BU 

CLEYDAEL 
INVEST 

THE GOLF OF 
CLEYDAEL I 

CASTLE | 
Near Antwerp, | 

Belgium | 
require an 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER | 
The Cleydael Golf Course is a new 18 hole 

championship golf course presently nearing 
completion. 

The applicant must be highly experienced in all 
aspects of parkland golf course maintenance and 

have a proven ability in staffmanagement. 
Salary negotiable but will be attractive. 

Temporary housing may be arranged if required. 
Approx. age range 30-40 years. 

Written applications with full detail of age, 
experience and qualifications etc. to: 

The Secretary of the. 
Golf of Cleydael Castle, 

Cleydael Castle/2630Aartselaar, 
BELGIUM. 



RESEARCH UPDATE 
Over the years there have been 
many attempts to control 
fairy rings on golf courses by 
applying fungicides. Although 
fungicides can suppress faiiy 
rings for a time, eradication or 
complete control is difficult to 
achieve. Research at the STRI, 
sponsored by the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St. 

Andrews, has been exploring 
new approaches to fairy ring 
elimination in which 
biological control techniques 
rather than fungicides are 
deployed. In this article, the 
most promising findings of 
this research are outlined and 
the potential of biological 
control discussed. 

BY NEIL BALDWIN, PLANT PATHOLOGIST 
AT THE STRI 

THE lush green grass rings or 
circles of mushrooms formed 
by fairy rings occur exten-
sively on many golf courses in 
the UK and consequently they 
are easily recognised by most 
greenkeepers. Many first 
impressions are that as they 
occur on less intensively 
managed areas, such as 
fairways and in the rough, 
they do not cause appreciable 
damage and are consequently 
of little concern. 
However, these first impres-
sions can soon turn to dismay 
as extensive faiiy ring develop-
ment can cause significant 
damage, particularly so when 
they occur on tees, approaches 
to greens, aprons or even the 
greens themselves. 
Biological control mechan-
isms, developed by plant 
pathologists at the STRI and 
universities in the USA and 
Canada, offer an alternative to 
fungicides for control of fairy 
rings. 
By definition, biological 
control is the use of natural 
enemies to control disease. 
Natural enemies, in the 
context of turfgrass diseases, 
can basically be divided into 
two groups. 
Firstly, in turf there are fungi 
termed hyperparasites, which 
attack the disease directly. 
Thus, in the same way that 
fusarium patch is harmful to 
turf grasses, these hyperpara-
sites are directly harmful to 
the disease. Biological control 
based on hyperparasitism has 
been well developed for several 
diseases of agricultural and 
horticultural crops but, as yet, 

Turf infected with fairy rings 
mixed with the underlying 
soil by use of a rotivator. 

it has not been thoroughly 
investigated for turf diseases. 
Great potential for future turf 
disease control lies in this 
area. 
Secondly, biological control 
based on another pheno-
menon termed antagonism 
has been developed for several 
turf diseases and in particular 
for fairy rings. Antagonism is 
a relationship between differ-
ent organisms where one (the 
antagonist) partly or com-

pletely inhibits the growth of 
another (the faiiy ring). 
Observation on the develop-
ment of Type One faiiy rings 
(Marasmius Oreades) has 
revealed some very interesting 
information. 
For example, it is rare to find 
one ring developing inside 
another larger ring. Also, 
surveys of M. oreades rings on 
lawns have indicated that 
fairy rings are most numerous 
on lawns six to ten years old, 
and there is a decline in the 
number of rings with 
increasing lawn age. Finally, 
when two rings collide, in the 
zone of collision the rings 
cancel each other out to form a 
figure of eight arrangement. 
This observation can be 
repeated under laboratory 
conditions. If cultures of M. 
oreades are allowed to grow 
towards each other on a Petri 
dish then both cultures will 
stop shortly before they are 
due to come into contact. 
These observations have led to 
the conclusion that fairy rings 
are discouraged from spread-
ing by a naturally occurring 
biological control exerted by 
antagonistic fungi and 
bacteria in the soil. 
The observation that one ring 
rarely develops inside another 
is explained, at least partly, by 
the build up of antagonists 
that directly inhibit any 
subsequent rings. Older lawns, 
which appear to be less prone 
to fairy rings, have had time to 
develop an antagonistic soil 
microflora. 

» 



RESEARCH 
UPDATE 

Above left: 
figure of eight 
arrangement formed when two 
rings collide. 

Left: 
hollow tining rings to assist 
application of antagonists. 

Type One fairy rings 

been applied to fairy rings 
down hollow tine holes. In 
this way the natural antago-
nisms of the soil can be given a 
boost, to the detriment of the 
fairy ring. Suppression of 
fruiting body production of M. 
oreades has been achieved 
using this technique but it is 
too early to say whether a long 
term control measure has been 
found. 

PROMISING 
Another method of boosting 
antagonisms of fairy rings has 
been developed that shows 
considerable promise. Turf 
infected with fairy rings is 
thoroughly cultivated and 
mixed with the underlying soil 
using a rotorvator. This 
produces many fragments of 
fairy ring mycelium which 
will be mutually antagonistic 
and will also expose the fairy 
ring fungus to the antagonistic 
effects of the microflora of the 
soil. 
Obviously, this technique has 
only been developed for use on 
fairways and other less-
intensively managed turf 
areas. Fairy rings treated in 
this manner have not 
reappeared for five years. 

« 
However, a separate theory 
has been suggested to explain 
the mutual decline of fairy 
rings when they collide. It 
appears that the fairy ring 
mycelium can be antagonistic 
to itself. This phenomenon is 
known as mutual antagonism 
and is thought to be due 
possibly to competition for 
nutrients and/or inhibitory 
substances produced by the 
fairy ring mycelium. 
How can we use this anta-
gonism between fairy rings, 
soil fungi, and bacteria and 
mutual antagonism within M. 
oreades itself to develop an 
effective control method? 
Well, two different avenues of 

research have been followed. 
One particular soil fungus, 
namely Trichoderma harzia-
num has been shown under 
laboratory conditions to be 
highly antagonistic to fairy 
rings. 
Cultures of T. harzianum have 



FERNFELL GOLF & COUNTRY 
CLUB 
requires 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be an experienced greenkeeper 

with knowledge of course machinery, its uses and 
maintenance.The company is associated with two 

other golf courses. Apply in writing tor-
Paul Connor, 

Operations Director, 
Fernfell Golf Club, Barhatch Lane, 

Cranleigh, Surrey. 
GU67NG 

CHANNELS GOLF CLUB 
require 

2 ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPERS 

Applicants must have experience of greenkeeping 
and machinery maintenance. 

Apply in writing to:-
R.J.Stubbings, 

Channels Golf Club Ltd., 
Belsteads Farm Lane, 

Little Waltham, 
Chelmsford. Essex. 

Tel: Chelmsford 440005 (STD 0245) 

BUSHEY HALL GOLF 
CLUB 

require 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must have some experience of course 
machinery and maintenance. No accommodation 

available. Apply to:-
The Secretary, 

Bushey Hall Golf Club Limited, 
Bushey Hall Drive, 

Bushey, Herts. WD2 2EP 

HOCKLEY GOLF CLUB 
require a 
FIRST ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be experienced in all aspect of green-
keeping and the use of modem equipment A mature, 
qualified person preferred with the ability 
to work unsupervised. 
Applicants should apply in writing to:- " ̂  

The Secretary/Manager, 
Hockley Golf Club, 
Twyford,Winchester, 
Hampshire. S021 1PL 
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CRIEFF GOLF 
CLUB 

Perthshire 
require an 

ASSISTANT HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applications are invited for the post of Assistant 
Head Greenkeeper. Applicants should have a 

national certificate in greenkeeping and 
groundsmanship and several years experience 
with a golf club. Experience in the control and 
management of staff would be an advantage. 

Salary and conditions are negotiable. 
No accommodation is provided. 

Membership of the BIGGA an advantage. 
Apply in writing to: -
The Secretary, 

Crieff Golf Club Ltd., 
Perth Road, 

Crieff, 
FH7 3LR 

THE 

DARLINGTON 
GOLF CLUB 
(MEMBERS LIMITED) 

invite applications for the post of 

GREENKEEPER 
from applicants suitably experienced in turf 

management and in the use and maintenance 
of course machinery and equipment. 

Salary commensurate with experience, plus 
overtime with premiums. Accommodation 
not provided. Please write, giving details of 
training, experience and present salary to:-

The Secretary, 
The Darlington Golf Club 

(Members) Ltd., 
Haughton Grange, 

Darlington. 
Co. Durham. 



FULFORD HEATH GOLF CLUB 
invite applications for the post of 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

from persons who wish to accept a challenge. 
Applicants must be fully experienced in all 

aspects of greenkeeping and have a thorough 
knowledge of modern course machinery and its 

maintenance. The ability to control and motivate 
staff is essential. No accommodation available. 

Salary and conditions negotiable. 
Applications should be in writing and include a 

full C.V. stating present salary to:-
The Secretary, 

Fulford Heath Golf Club, 
Tanners Green Lane, 

Wythall, 
Birmingham. 

B476BH 

WEST HILL 
GOLF CLUB 

Brookwood 
requires an experienced 

GREENKEEPER/ 
MACHANIC 

Good pay and conditions 40 hour 
week basic 

Preference will be given to applicants 
with experience in the maintenance of 

agricultural machinery. 

Please telephone ASCOT 24384 
after 4.30 pm 

LAHINCH GOLF 
CLUB 

two 18 hole links courses 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be fully experienced in all 
aspects of course maintenance, have a thorough 
knowledge of modern course machinery and be 

capable of supervision and control of course staff. 
Previous experience on links courses a distinct 
advantage. Salary negotiable. Apply in writing, 

enclosing full C.V. to:-
The Secretary/Manager, 

Lahinch Golf Club, 
Lahinch, 
Co Clare, 
IRELAND. 

SELSDON PARK HOTEL 
GOLF COURSE 

Experienced First 
ASSISTANT 

GREENKEEPER 
required for this prestigious parkland 

championship golf course. Excellent opportunity 
for an ambitious greenkeeper to further his career 

(age 25-40 preferred). 
Preference given to BIGGA members, 

consideration to fully or part certificated persons. 
Good salary plus single accommodation available 

to successful candidate if required. 
Initially write or telephone for Applications form 

tor-
Personnel Department, 

Selsdon Park Hotel, 
Sanderstead, 

South Croydon, 
Surrey. CR2 8YA 

Telephone: 01-657-8811 
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Standard Golf's commitment continues.. .to bring you the highest quality 
products for your course.. .to design innovative new products.. .to provide 
them at true value for money prices... and to make your job easier by 
supplying them through a single experienced National Distributor.. .Maxwell 
Hart. That's the Standard of Excellence. 

MAXWELL HART 
612 Reading Road, Winnersh 
Wokingham. Berkshire, RG11 5HF 
Tel: 0734 785655 

STANDARD 
Rrn-LimB^y 

'Only From Maxwell Hart' 
MAXWELL HART 
17 Adlington Court Birchwood 
Warrington, WA3 6PL 
Tel: 0925 825501 




