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AMAZONE TRACTOR* 
MOUNTED SPREADERS 

Over 80,000 of these superb 
broadcast spreaders have been sold so 
far and are currently performing 
throughout the world, spreading 
fertilisers and dry dressings accurately 
and speedily. Spreading width of 
between 4 and 33ft. 
Models of 200KG * 300 KG and 
400 KG capacity 
For tractors of 16hp or more. 

WHEN IT'S ALL TOO MUCH. . . 

- s ' G R O D N D K l 
Groundkeeper is a machine for all grass maintenance jobs and 
all seasons; an astonishingly versatile tractor-drawn unit that's 
invaluable to those responsible for maintaining parks, sports 
fields and similar large expanses. Every period of the year 
produces a task that can be tackled more easily and effectively 
with a Groundkeeper. Mowing, grasscutting, scarifying, leaf 
and litter collection... the Groundkeeper makes short work 
of each. Its success is based on simplicity, sound design and 
strong construction; a combination that ensures efficient 
operation and excellent realiability. The Groundkeeper s 
versatility makes it a highly cost-effective investment, too, 
while its labour-saving potential makes it a popular arrival 
wherever there are big jobs to be done. 

We'll gladly put our machines through their paces 
on your ground. NO OBLIGATION OF COURSE! 
Bob Andrews Ltd products already serve regularly with 
many local authorities and leisure organisations; so, when 
you need reinforcements, call in at your local stockist or send 
for full details. 

EASILY ACCESSIBLE ROTOR 

BOB ANDREWS LTD 
I Dept. GC Pontiac Works, Fernbank Road,! 

Ascot, Berks. Tel: 0344 885575. 

working principi«: 



UPDATE 
It is a great pleasure to begin 
this month's UPDATE by 
informing members that your 
Board of Management recently 
invited the Rt.Hon. Viscount 
Whitelaw CH. MC to accept the 
Presidency of the Association. 
He has responded by stating 
that he would be very 
honoured to accept the 
invitation. As a pre-eminent 
politician and with his deep 
involvement within the game 
of golf, being a former Captain 
of the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club of St Andrews and a 

leading amateur in his 
younger days, we are indeed 
privileged to have Viscount 
Whitelaw as our President. 

National 
Tournament /International 
Conference 

As an insert to this edition of 
the magazine, you will find 
full details for the week in 
Ayrshire, 26th - 30th 
September. Following my 
recent meeting with the 
Scottish Region sub-
committee organising the 
event, the finalising of 
arrangements is now well in 
hand. 
Members are advised to 
register with Chris Kennedy as 
soon as possible as naturally 
it will be a case of first come 
first served, particularly in 
respect of accommodation, 
tournament entries and 
starting times. 

Uniform 

I am pleased to announce that 
all items of uniform are now 
in production. Members are 
advised that current prices are 

as follows and are all 
inclusive of VAT:-
Blazer/Wire Badge £69.00 
Sizes 46/48/50" £75.00 
Wire Badge £11.50 
Lambswool Sweater £19.49 
Sizes 48" upwards extra £2.00 
Pure New Wool Sweater £16.04 
Pure New Wool Slipover 
£14.89 
Sports Shirt£12.59 
Tie £3.75 
N.B. All orders are to be placed 
through your section 
Secretary. 

Umbrellas 

BIGGA umbrellas are now 
available. They are in red, 
white and blue and 
incorporate two prints of the 
Association logo. The umbrel-
las priced at £8.96 inclusive of 
VAT. Again all orders please to 
your Section Secretary. 

Section Secretaries 
Please note that Mr RJ 
Goodwin, Ashridge Golf 
Club ,Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 
1LU is the new Mid-Anglia 
Secretary - telephone Little 
Gaddesden (044284) 2434. 
Also, members should note 
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Ransomes. 
Keeping the course up to scratch 

and costs under par. 

The new Ransomes GT is a revolutionary, all-
hydraulic triple greens mower with many unique 
features for precise control over all mowing 
operations. Its 9-knife cutting units are 
hydraulically driven and can be interchanged 

quickly without tools. 
^ Variable forward and 

reverse speed and 
power steering give 
effortless manoeuvra-
bility. The GTs re-
liable twin cylinder 
water-cooled diesel 
engine with electric 
start runs smoothly, 

quietly and economically. The Ransomes GT-the 
ultimate greens machine. 

The new Super Certes gives an immaculate 
finish to golf greens. Available with a 51 or 
61 cm cutting width, the high-speed, 10-
knife cutting cylinder gives 140 cuts/ ™ 

• "V'i 

metre and micro height 
of cut adjustment is in-
corporated. With power-
ful, air-cooled petrol 
engine, the Super Certes 
incorporates a separate 
cylinder clutch and 
power-driven transport 
wheels for easy trans-
port between greens. 

Ransomes Mounted Hydraulic 5 is a fully-
mounted, fine-cutting gang mower that's 
particularly effective on fairways where 
undulations can make efficient mowing difficult. 
The five floating head, 6-knife cutting units 
produce a fine, ground-hugging cut of 3.43m. 
Finger-tip control raises the mower hydraulically 
and folds the outer units for ease of transport. 

To find out more about the cost-effective 
range of Ransomes grass machinery 
contact your local dealer or write to us. RANSOMES 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLC., Nacton Works, Ipswich IP3 9QG Telephone: (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: (0473) 270030 



that Mr RWillars, Secretary, 
East Midlands, Section 
advises that his correct 
tel: number is (0455) 283053. 

GCSAA Conference and Show 
1989 

The next GCSAA Conference 
and Show will be held in 
Anaheim, California lst-8th 
February 1989. Each year a 
number of BIGGA members 
make the trip and it occurs to 
me that, with the establishing 
of the new Association, 
consideration should now be 
given to members attending as 
part of an official BIGGA party 
rather than through the 
present adhoc arrangements. 
To this end, it should be 
possible to negotiate a 
favourable package through a 
travel agent, before proceeding 
however, I would be grateful if 
interested members could 
advise me in the next week or 
two in order that I can have an 
idea of possible numbers. 

Seminars 

It is encouraging that the 
recent round of seminars have 
been so successful. Although 
I was not able to to be present, 
I understand that the 
South West Region seminar on 
9th March was well attended 
and proved an informative 
day. Full marks to the South 
West Region - they have 
already held two regional 
seminars and given an early 
impetus to the new Regional 
structure. 
On 15th March, I chaired the 
first Scottish Region Seminar 
under BIGGA auspices at the 
Countryside Commission 
Headquarters in Battleby, 
Perthshire and again this was 
a well-attended day enjoyed by 
all. The facilities were superb. 
For myself, these events 
represent an ideal opportunity 
to meet members and I learn 
much from the subject areas 
covered. 
Moving down from Scotland 
to Cheshire. I was one of the 
speakers at the by now well-
established North West Sec-
tion annual seminar at Mere 

on 17th March. Those present 
enjoyed well presented papers 
from speakers covering a 
number of diversified subjects. 

Legal advice service 

These brief notes will, I hope, 
clarify a few matters for 
members. It should 
be noted that the Legal Advice 
Scheme is NOT confined to 
advice in connection 
with employment problems. 
It is available to cover any 
legal problem a member may 
experience in either his 
working or private life. 

Again, it should be noted that 
a major advantage of the 
scheme is that its benefits are 
automatically extended to 
each individual eligible mem-
ber's immediate family - this 
being defined as the member's 
spouse and any children or 
relatives permanently 
residing with the member. 

It is already clear that a 
number of members have 
benefited from the services 
available, particularly in 
employment situations. One 
Scottish member, recently 
made redundant, could not 
obtain any reason for the 
redundancy from his Golf 
Club. He has been involved 
in Greenkeeping for 23 years 
and feared that without 
reasons being given for the 
redundancy, he would 
experience difficulty in 
obtaining new employment. 
The Legal Protection Group 
intervened on his behalf and 
the reasons for the 
redundancy have now been 
given in writing. The reasons 
were valid and in no way 
reflected any incompetence or 
fault on the part of the 
member. The case has a happy 
ending as consequently the 
member writes to say that he 
has obtained a good job at 
another Club with which he is 
very happy. 

It will be helpful in 
monitoring this Service if 
other members using it could 
write to me with their own 
experiences. 

Neil Thomas 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BIGGA 
Annual General Meeting 

The AGM of the Association 
took place at York race-course 
on Wednesday 23rd March. 
The meeting was well attended 
and a considerable amount 
of Association business 
concluded »including 
amendments to the 
constitution. 
The meeting was chaired by 
outgoing chairman Walter 
Woods and addressed 
by Neil Thomas Executive 
Director, Kevin Munt 
(Regions), Bill Lawson 
(Magazine) and Cecil George 
(Education). 
A full report of the proceedings 
will appear in the next issue of 
the Golf Course. 

B I G G A 
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Don't waste 
your money! 

For all your 
Situations 

Vacant 

Advertise in 
your magazine. 

Call us now on 
0255 507526 
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0.85 ml per sq. metre 

300worms per sq. metre 

POPULATION CONTROL 
Populations of casting worms will vary 
from site to site depending on soil texture, 
pH, temperature, moisture and food 
availability. But whatever their number all 
casts are a nuisance when they spoil the 
appearance and playability of the surface. 

In many areas of sports and amenity 
turf, population control is a vital task and 
Tornado' gives quick results. It works by 
contact and ingestion to give economical 
and long-lasting control. And because of 
its special liquid formulation Tornado' is 
easy to mix and apply. 

" T o r n a d o ' 
Professional 
Products 
TEL: (0252) 724525 

Tornado' contains carbaryl. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY; USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 
Tornado' is a trade mark of Imperial Chemical Industries PLC. 



the n a m e v o u c a n t r u s t 
... and to guarantee that your club members have a course in ' t i p - t o p ' 

condition, you can do no better than get behind the wheel of aTORO! There 
are models to suit the needs of all Greenkeepers and the odd peculiarities of 

undulating ground contours. The GREENSMASTER 3000 together with the 
new 'groomer reels' can produce the finest greens on any course. Take a trial 
run at anytime and you will immediately seethe value of TORO's unequalled 

technology in manufacturing the right machine for the right task. Fairways 
and Aprons are efficiently cut whatever the weather, complimented by the 

GREENS AERATOR which assists with that previously slow task of turf 
aeration. The popular SAND-PRO is also No. 1 choice 

for those important bunkers. 

UK DISTRIBUTORS 
LELY ( U K ) L I M I T E D STATION ROAD 

ST. NEOTS HUNTINGDON CAMBS PE19 1QH 
Telephone: (0480) 76971 

Telex: 32523 



An open letter to members of BIGGA 
It has been suggested that I address members directly, to emphasise that my non-involvement 

in greenkeeping affairs in the past months was in no way due to any feelings of animosity to 
explain my reasons for maintaining a low profile. 

At a recent meeting of the R & A panel on greenkeeping in York, during lengthy discussions your 
executive director Neil Thomas advised that he had heard that I was not in favour of the 
Association and that I wished to see it fail. I was pleased to correct him, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Likewise one of the Association's trustees Peter Wilson expressed concern about my 
un-popularity with members, I was also able to advise him that such a view was in contrast to the 
reception that I am accorded by members who I meet, as well as by members of the Board of 
Management with whom I am in regular contact. 

For some years subsequent to the establishment of EIGGAI had become increasingly concerned 
at the burden of administrative work placed on those few enthusiastic individuals who were 
running (in addition to their full-time duties on their own courses) the three separate greenkeeper 
associations, to the extent that some, if not all had had no holiday for two or more years. Clearly 
there was a great deal of duplication and wasted cost in terms of time and money as well as reduced 
efficiency. 

This culminated in my writing to the chairmen of all three associations on the 20th September 
1985 "offering my services as an honest broker to try to create some foundations on which the 
three associations could start to rejoin", and suggesting ways of so doing. This catalysed action, 
with delegates from the other two associations being invited to meet SIGGA on the occasion of 
their conference at the Younger Hall, St Andrews in October 1985. At that seminar and specifically 
in response to my urgent representations, Michael Bonallack promised, on behalf of the R & A, 
financial support towards the cost of setting up some form of centralised administration if the 
Associations got together. 

Subsequently, I was active behind the scenes trying to sort out problems, chiefly made possible 
because I could telephone the main "activists" on the basis of personal friendship. I was, however, 
specifically excluded from any involvement with the Steering Committee negotiations. 

I am perfectly aware that I have detractors - one cannot please everyone all the time - but my 
record, I hope, shows that over the years I have worked unceasingly to improve the lot of 
greenkeepers as well as the regard in which they are held as a profession. 

To accuse me of wanting to see BIGGA destroyed when it was my initiative which started the 
amalgamation is quite incredible. I am the first to admit that my initial aim was to set up a 
federation to streamline administration in terms of cost as well as efficiency, but if we lose what 
has now been achieved it would set greenkeeping back at least a decade. 

My ambition, now never to be realised, was to see the centralisation of the whole of 
greenkeeping, advisory, research and education, as well as the greenkeeping association at one 
centre, to give it a degree of influence, at least the equal of the USGA Green section. In support of 
this ambition I have in recent years handed over to the STRI, with personal introductions, and 
every possible help in the handover, virtually all my advisory business, including^full files, for no 
recompense .with the sole proviso that a specialist golf advisory team was set up ((which has not so 
far been donet£urely in the hope that we might see a continuity of sound advice. — 

It is my view, that if greenkeepers are to be regarded as part of a respected profession then 
education must be the main part of the association I would be happy to assist with this in any way 
I can. It is vital to get away from the golfing 
society image and to avoid trade dominance of 
the Association which of course does not mean 
spurning well-meaning offers of assistance. 

Since I am assured by so many people that my 
detractors are not a majority, I have responded 
at last, to repeated invitations to submit 
'educational' articles of publication for the 
magazine in only because never has it been more 
necessary to agree the basic principles of 
greenkeeping, under constant attack from every 
quarter. 

May I take this opportunity of re-affirming 
my good wishes to the Association and to wish it 
every success in the future, coupling this with 
the hope that it will make education the 
linchpin of its constitution and would also like 
to thank my readers for bearing with me in my 
exposition of the facts. 

\ \ 
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Jim Arthur 



The finest grass seed 
any JJ of the week 

Whatever your requirement for sports turf, 
landscaping or reclamation, there is a J Range mixture to suit your 
purposes. Johnsons J Range grass mixtures are renowned for their 

reliability and suitability for a wide variety of uses. This is why 
users have made this range their Number One choice. We also offer a 

wide range of specially formulated mixtures including quality grass 
varieties Waldorf, Banner, Dawson, Merlin, Parade, Scaldis, Arno 

and Ranger, also a reclamation range and British wild flowers. 

With over 160 years of experience we can match your needs 
any J of the week. V a any J oí the week. 

• s k l ' i M 

SunJ 

SPORTS AND AMENITYGRASSES 
w w Johnson & Son Ltd, London Road, Boston, Lines. Tel: (0205) 65051 

Branches at Haydock, Merseyside and Woodley (Berks) 



Successful 
seminars 
by 
Michael Coffey 
DURING March the 
Scottish Region of the 
BIGGAandthe North 
West Section held two 
excellent educational 
seminars. 
The venue for the 
Scottish regional 
conference for 
greenkeepers, 
groundsmen and 
convenors was the 
headquarters of the 
Scottish Countryside 
Commission at 
Battlebyin 
Perthshire. The 
lecture theatre was 
first class and after an 
introduction by Neil 
Thomas, who acted as 
chairman for the day, 
the Commission 
showed a three screen, 
six proj ector slide 
show of their work in 
Scotland. This was 
followed by Duncan 
Gray whose slide 
presentation on the 
restoration of the 
famous Lahinch links 
had everyone 
enthralled. His 
presentation should 
be made into a film by 
the club as part of its 
historical records. 
Peter Park of the 
Scottish Police 
College then gave an 
insight into "low 
maintenance amenity 
planting". This was an 
interesting study in 
how to keep weeds out 
of beds by covering 
them with polythene 
and gravel which 
allowed the shrubs to 
grow through. A 
flowerbed constructed 
in this manner will in 
effect remain 

maintenance free for 
several years. 
The final speaker of 
the morning session 
was Eddie 
Connaughton, sales 
manger of Souters of 
Stirling. Eddie, who 
has been involved in 
greenkeeping since 
1978 and who went to 
Purdue University in 
the USA, chose the 
topic 'The facts and 
fallacies of poa 
annua". Although he 
was at pains to point 
out that the decision 
to live with or without 
this weed was that of 
each head 
greenkeeper, he did 
illustrate some very 
interesting properties 
of this grass in its 
numerous varieties. It 
was perhaps a pity 
that more open 
discussion did not 
follow this talk. One 
fact that came to light 
is that at one 
University in the US 
there are no fewer 
than 110 varieties of 
poa annua under test 
to see which are the 
most suitable - thank 
heavens for the 
Atlantic ocean.... 
After a buffet lunch 
the session resumed 
with a speaker from 
the Countryside 
Commission giving 
an explanation as to 
how clubs might 
obtain grants for their 
offcourse areas, for 
tree planting etc. 
Walter Gilmour, 
horticultural adviser 
to the Glasgow garden 
festival, followed. His 

slide presentation was 
most interesting and 
covered the previous 
two national festivals 
at Liverpool and 
Stoke, as well as the 
preparation for 
turning a derelict 
dock in Glasgow into a 
most exciting festival 
site. Walter has 
clearly noted 
mistakes made at 
Liverpool and Stoke 
which will ensure 
success for Glasgow 
and attract, it is 
hoped, some 4.5m 
visitors (at £5 a time!!) 
Golf in the public 
sector is often 
neglected, but the 
subject was covered 
most admirably by 
Andrew Murray, 
assistant director, 
leisure and 
recreation, Kirkcaldy 
district council. "Golf 
course maintenance 
from a local authority 
point of view" was his 
chosen subject. 
Maintenance would 
appear to be very 
much along the lines 
adopted by 
greenkeepers at 
private clubs, but 
there is more 
emphasis on the five 
day working week 
with only minimal 
work carried out at 
weekends, no hole 
cutting or mowing. 
During question time 
Mr Murray explained 
how he envisaged 
competitive tendering 
would work when 
applied to local 
authority golf courses, 
with private firms 

bidding against the 
existing employees of 
the authority for such 
tasks as mowing, top 
dressing, aeration etc. 
All operations have 
first to be quantified 
as to time, manpower 
and machinery 
necessary. 
The final speaker of 
the afternoon was 
Cecil George, course 
superintendent at 
Lenzie golf club, who 
spoke on "A year on 
an 18 hole golf 
course". Cecil raised a 
few laughs with his 
observations on 
greens committees 
and lady members. 
Neil Thomas wound 
things up, with 
thanks to all 
especially Elliot 
Small. The day was 
very well attended and 
organised, and was a 
credit to all 
concerned, reflecting 
BIGGA's commitment 
to furthering 
education. 
The Northwest 
Section held their 
fourth annual 
seminar at Mere Golf 
and Country Club two 
days later. There 
really can be no better 
place for a golf related 
seminar than this 
club, which provides 
such marvellous 
facilities and equally 
finefayre. 
This year's 
programme was 
introduced by the 
North West chairman 
David Lucas of the 
Tytherington Club. 
First to speak was 



Neil Thomas, BIGGA's 
Executive Director. 
Neil gave a 
comprehensive 
account of the 
Association's 
activities, past, 
present and future. He 
outlined the 
considerable benefits 
available to 
greenkeeping 
members, gave details 
of the inaugural 
tournament and 
conference and of the 
trade show in 
Harrogate in January 
1989, with the promise 
of a further conference 
in April 89 and a 
separate golf 
tournament in August. 
Neil stressed the need 
for all greenkeepers to 
join BIGGA and 
confirmed that the 
membership figure is 
already in excess of 
that at the end of 
1987. He also 'had a go' 
at those within and 
without greenkeeping 
who had knocked the 
Association and its 
efforts, stating that 
BIGGA would go from 
strength to strength 
and that those 
detractors had better 
change their minds 
and j oin now or be left 
behind. The main aim 
of BIGGA once it is 
fully operational, is 
the improvement in 
greenkeeper training. 
An appointment is to 
be made so that the 
Association can have 
someone to co 
ordinate education 
throughout the 
greenkeeping 
profession. 
Neil Thomas as 
Executive Director of 
BIGGA has worked 
very hard since taking 
up his appointment 
last August. His 
workload is 
considerable and his 
achievements 
substantial, he has 
made many friends 
and trodden a very 
diplomatic path in 
what is a political 

minefield. Above all 
he is resolute and 
deserves the support of 
the whole industry. 
Brian Pierson, the golf 
course constructor, 
spoke on "the 
construction of a golf 
course", he expressed 
his views on design 
and construction 
methods, advcocating 
the use of professional 
architects (not 
professional golfers) 
and members of the 
British Association of 
golf course 
constructors, an 
Association which he 
helped found in an 
effort to rid the 
industry of its 
"cowboy" image. Mr 
Pierson answered a 
number of questions 
on sand only 
constructions, the 
ability of architects 
that he had worked 
with, and the tracking 
on vehicles used on 
and around greens, 
demonstrating his 
knowledge and 
expertise in this 
highly specialised 
area. 
After lunch, where the 
hospitality of our 
hosts was amply 
demonstrated, Jimmy 
Kidd, estates manager 
of Gleneaglesgave a 
slide show of the 
restoration of the golf 
courses, the 
refurbishment of the 
hotel and the building 
of the additional 
facilities now offered, 
such as a the Jackie 
Stewart shooting 
school and the Mark 
Phillips equestrian 
centre. The very 
polished and amusing 
show continued with 
an insight into the 
preparation and 
presentation for last 
year's Bells Scottish 
Open. Gleneagles is a 
beautiful place and the 
whole presentation 
reflected this. As well 
as being entertaining, 
Jimmy is a good public 
speaker and above all 

an enthusiast. 
If Jimmy warmed the 
audience up, Kevin 
Munt had them rolling 
about. Kevin, who is 
course manager at the 
Wentworth club gave 
another well 
illustrated talk on "the 
devastation of 
Wentworth". This of 
course occurred on 
October 16th during 
his first major 
tournament at the 
club, the Suntory 
World Matchplay 
championship. In one 
ten hour spell during 
the night the 
Wentworth estate and 
tented village were 
turned into a 
battleground by 
Michael Fish's 
hurricane. The fact 
that the West course 
was open for play by 1 
o'clock that day for the 
completion of the 
previous day's 
postponed first round 
and that the estate 
roads were passable 
for the crowds is a 
great tribute to Kevin's 
organisational skills 
and to the dedication 
of his staff. As with 
Duncan Gray's and 
Jimmy Kidd's 
presentations, the 
clubs concerned would 
do well to video these 
talks, so carefully put 
together by their 
managers, as a 
valuable piece of club 
history. (Maybe we 
will start Fore Golf 

Productions, and sign 
them up!!) 
Kevin's dry humour in 
the face of such 
adversity must have 
been another 
considerable asset and 
it is to be hoped that 
more audiences are 
treated to this talk in 
the future. 
Ian McMillan rounded 
off the day with his 
excellent talk on 
"Managing a Surrey 
heathland course". 
This appeared in full 
in the March issue of 
'the Golf Course", it 
was once again veiy 
well presented and is 
expertly researched. 
All the speakers 
received an engraved 
glass memento of the 
occasion presented by 
David Lucas, who gave 
a special vote of 
thanks to sections 
education organiser 
(and chief comedian) 
John Lowery. 
There can only be a 
bright future for 
greenkeeping when 
events such as these 
seminars are staged so 
professionally and 
with so many speakers 
coming from within 
the profession. 
Sharing experiences, 
whether through the 
spoken or written 
word, must be good for 
all concerned. As Neil 
Thomas said 
"Education must be 
our number one 
priority". 

Successful seminars 
For Multi-Purpose High Speed Trenchers Choose AFT 

Our range range of seven trenchers cut from 5cm to 45cm wide far all your cables, water pipes 
and sportsfield drainage requirements with unrivalled performance and cost effectiveness. 
Soil collection systems and laser assisted grading are available on some models. 
With over 20 years manufacturing experience, a first class after sales service and a convenient 
self-drive hire fleet we offer a unique trenching service that is second to none. 
Write or telephone for details today:- A.F.Trenchers Ltd., 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester, C02 9JS Telephone: 0206 44411 



GREENFEED 
OFFERS A GREAT 

DEAL 
Our Greenfeed range of high quality fertiliser formulations is designed to meet 
all fine turf and outfield requirements at real value for money prices. 

And, when you choose Greenfeed from Parkers, you can rely on the service, 
friendly advice and technical support that you'd expert from the largest turf 
care company in Southern England. 

Examples from our range: 

GREENFEED No 4: 
Autumn and Winter use 
Mini granules. Useful Autumn Fertiliser. Low in nitrogen, does not encourage top growth and 
therefore minimises nsk of fungal disease. 

GREENFEED No 5: 
Spring and Summer use 
High organic nitrogen in powder form. Long-lasting effect with six stages of slow release. 
Recommended for summer use. 

GREENFEED N o 7: 
Spring and Summer use 
Slow release nitrogen fertiliser in mini 
granules based on IBDU. Also, it's iron 
content greatly assists in leaf hardening 
and reducing risk of disease. 

GREENFEED No. 8: 
Spring and Summer use 
Mini granules, fine turf fertiliser based on 
IBDU. Ideal for early season use will provide 
initial growth stimulus and encourage a 
strong healthy sward. 

For literature and more information 
contact us now. 

7NF.Telephone 01-337 7791 T. Parker and 



Pattisson 
H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd. 342, Selbourne Road, 

Luton, Beds. LU4 8NU Tel: 0582 597262 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPERS 
We have vacancies for experienced 

Assistant Greenkeepers 
at HOEBRIDGE GOLF CENTRE (45 holes), 

OLD WOKING, (no accommodation), 
and 

BURHILL GOLF CLUB, WALTON-ON-THAMES 
(with accommodation). 

Please apply in writing giving full personal 
details and present salary to:-

A.J.Acres, 
Burhill Estates Co. Ltd., 

Burhill Park, 
Walton-on-Thames, 
Surrey. KT124BL 

ARKLEY GOLF CLUB 
require a 

SENIOR ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

familiar with course maintenance and the 
use of machinery. 

Apply to:-
The Hon. Secretary, 

Arkley Golf Club, 
Rowley Green Road, 

Arkley, 
Barnet, Herts. 

EN5 3HL 

T National Turf grass Council 

IS YOUR CLUB 
BREAKING THE LAW? 

When it comes to using chemicals on your golf course did you know that these operations now come 
under the new Pesticides Legislation. DON'T BE CAUGHT OUT - it is your responsibility to 
ensure that you comply with the law. 
The NATIONAL TURFGRASS 
COUNCIL have produced a Code of 
Practice to enable you to 
understand the law and how it 
affects your use of pesticides. 
This code has been endorsed by the 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
FISHERIES & FOOD, and is 
the authoritative document for 
AMENITY TURF. 

THIS CODE IS ESSENTIAL -
EVERY CLUB SHOULD 

HAVE ONE 

"Code of Practice for the use of approved 
pesticides in amenity areas" 

J.P.Shildrick, 
Secretary, NTC, 

3 Ferrands Park Way, 
Harden, Bingley, 

W. Yorks. 

1 

Name: 

Address: 

CHEQUE ENCLOSED £7 inc. P&P I 
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"Will local authorities 
be privatised?" 
Anthony Davis assistant head greenkeeper of 
Wentworthfs West Course poses the question 
THE privatisation of 
local Government 
work - what does it 
mean? Can it be 
stopped? Can and will 
they fight back? 
Below is an indication 
of what has happened, 
and what will be 
happening to Local 
Authorities in the 
future. Also, if 
privatisation is a 
success, will it affect 
the greens staff at 
private clubs? The 
Local Government 
billCThe Green 
Paper") which has 
sparked off all this 
controversy has not 
yet been passe dinto 
law but is still going 
through Parliament 
Local Authorities are 
acting on their own 
discretion and are 
accommodating the 
Bill now. The services 
the Local Authorities 
supply, to which I 
refer herein, are the 
open spaces, ie. 
football and cricket 
pitches, gardens and 
golf courses. 
The 'Works Section" 
of the Council have 
split into two Sections 
in preparation for this 
bill, one being the 
Clients Section and 
the other being the 
Direct Labour 
Organisation (DLO). 
The Clients Section 
are a body of people 
who have to go out and 
size up the tasks, 
estimate and valuate 
the whole concept of 
the work involved, 
and when finally 
coming to a conclu-
sion, send out tenders 
for the operation. 
With Local Authority 

work now becoming 
competitive outside 
contractors can, and 
rightly so, apply for 
the work involved. 
This is where it 
becomes interesting. 
If the golf course needs 
to be maintained for 
the next financial 
year, which obviously 
it does, any capable 
contractor who has 
the knowledge and 
machinery to 
maintain the whole of 
the golf course can put 
in his tender to win 
the contract for the 
maintenance of the 
specified open space. 
The Clients Section 
will habe a policy 
document guideline on 
which to base their 
work. Any contractor 
not meeting that 
guideline will be 
putting the contract at 
risk, and it is in his 
own interests 
therefore to ensure 
that he meets the 
requirements set out 
in the policy 
document guideline. 
This is also essential 
from the point of biew 
of the ratepayers who 
will be footing the bill. 
There is a lot of unease 
amongst Council 
employees regarding 
job losses, loss of 
hours and overtime, 
and this is where the 
Direct Labour 
Organisation steps in. 
The DLO, the second 
Section of the Council, 
are the manual side of 
this set-up. 
They are getting them-
selves prepared so as 
not to be caught out by 
all the upheaval. 
The DLO will have 

managers who will 
fight to win the 
contracts and to head 
the field in order to 
save jobs and money 
for their employees 
and employers. 
The DLO being on the 
same level as the 
contractor, also habe 
to tender for the work 
involved. Therefore, 
one part of the Council 
has to apply for the 
other part of the Coun-
cil's work. I know it 
sounds a bit primebal, 
but it does create stiff 
competition. 
The bill, when passed 
by the Government, 
will take time to phase -
in to allow the 
Authorities and 
private contractors to 
establish themselves, 
especially for open 
spaces as there are 
only a handful of 
contractors who can 
cany out this type of 
work. Initially, only a 
percentage of open 
space work (around 
10%) can go out to 
tender, commending 
in the Spring of 1989 
and then 20% the year 
after and so on until 
they reach the target 
of 100% of Council 
work going out for 
open tender. By 1993 
all ground maintenan-
ce will be going outside 
for contractors to 
develop themselves, 
that is if they can 
"come up with the 
goods" against the by 
then well prepared 
and established DLO. 
The Government will 
give exemptions to 
Councils if the total 
cost of maintaining 
specified areas, ie. a 

golf course is less then 
£100.000 but the total 
cost must include 
wages, machinery and 
materials. The bill 
will exempt that 
amenity from open 
tendering, but if the 
Government feels this 
figure is sent too high 
it can, and will, be 
reduced and kept 
under review. 
So in all, the Council 
will be run more like 
two seperate private 
businesses which can 
anly mean better 
quality 
workmanship, neater 
appearance together 
with more of an 
understanding of the 
needs of the ratepayer. 
Pride will be put back 
into their work. When 
they have sorted out 
all the teething 
problems involved 
with this complex 
system, who is to say 
that, having won their 
own contract within 
the Council, the DLO 
may then start 
spreading their wings 
to outside contracts, 
putting in tenders for 
private work such as 
maintaining private 
housing estates, 
gardens and even golf 
courses, thus putting 
outside contractors 
underpressure. 
In conclusion, I would 
say an exciting time 
for Local Authorities 
and entrepeneurs. 
Contract greenkeeping 
may well be a fact of 
the 1990's. 

Anthony Davies 
Assistant Head 
Greenkeeper, West 
Course, Wentworth. 
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Colhook Industrial Estate, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9EJ 

ALLEN NATIONAL 68 (CHOICE OF 7, NEW 
BUNTON 22" GREENSMOWER 
CUSHMAN 3 WHEEL TRUCKSTER 
CUSHMAN 4 WHEEL TRUCKSTER 
CUSHMAN GREENSAVER 
CUSHMAN TOPDRESSER 
CUSHMAN CYCLONE 
RANSOMES MOTOR BUNKER RAKE 
RANSOMES 180 (CHOICE OF 2) 
RANSOMES AUTO CERTES 20" 
RANSOMES SPORTSCUTTERS 3 
RANSOMES SPORTSCUTTERS 5 
RANSOMES 214 MAGNA 
RANSOMES 214 VERTICUT 
RANSOMES 340 TG FLOATING HEADS 

AND USED) 

RANSOMES TM 80 
RANSOMES MARQUIS 
SISIS AUTOROLL 
SISIS AUTO OUTFIELD SLITTER 
TORO 70 
TORO GM3 (CHOICE OF 2) 
PATTISSON SLITTER 
HAYTER 21 
VICTA 700 JLO 
ISEKI 2160 - COMPLETE WITH 
BEAVER HOE AND LOADER 
KUBOTA 7100 4W/D 
KUBOTA G3 HST 

Ask for demonstration of new Bunton Triplex 

WE BUY AND SELL MACHINERY ALWAYS WILLING 
TO TAKE PAm EXCHANGE 

Tel: 042S78 532 

A name to play with 
A machine to work 
with 

All good players need good clubs to play with, a 
variety of clubs to play different strokes, to play 
efficiently and successfully. 

The greenkeepers are no different, looking for the best 
in machinery to undertake jobs around the course. Rough 
cut, short cut, spiking, or draining, preparation, or 
conservation. More and more greenkeepers are looking 
to Iseki to provide the right machine for their course. 

Sure in the knowledge that it's one of the most 
effective clubs in your bag, to help you play, and work 
more efficiently all round. 

ISEKI 
Par Excellence 

To: Mr Colin Gregory, Iseki UK Limited, Bydand Lane, Little Paxton, Cambs. 
PE19 4ES. Telephone (0480) 218100. 

"Please send me details of how Iseki can help my course" 
Name 

Address 

Application GC/4/88 



The state of the profession 
by Jack McMillan 

incoming chairman of the 
British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association 

EVERY season brings with it 
some controversial talking 
point, the present one being 
greenspeed or pace. 
Greenkeepers are still 

receiving flak from all and 
sundry about the deterioration 
of the quality of the greens 
provided for the golfer, when 
the golfing press, professional 
golfers and the club golfer 
express concern. 
Now might just be a good time 

to have a good look at 
ourselves, where we have been, 
where we are at present and 
where we hope to be in the 
future. Greenkeepers have 
never been unanimous in the 
past regarding greenkeeping 
philosophy. Hopefully, the 
news of the R & As investment 
into researching this subject 
at the STRI might someday 
have us all working along 
similar lines, towards a 
common end - better greens! 
The types of course we play on 

in this country are many and 
varied and there are times, 
throughout the year, when 
they cannot be compared one 
to the other. Links, downs, 
heath and heavy clay parks all 
react differently to the 
vageries of prolonged drought 
or long wet spells. Golfing 
press, kindly take note! 
We have also come in for 
some criticism from tour 
professionals lately. 
Professionals, week in week 
out, are privileged to play at 
venues where every effort has 
been made to give them the 
fastest and best surfaces that 
can be achieved without 
causing any long-term 
damage. From some of the 
comments we read it would 
seem that pace or greenspeed is 
the main point of contention. 
To achieve the top level of 

greenspeed for tournament 
golf, our programme closely 
follows that of the Americans. 
Nitrogen fertilisers used 
sparingly, regular use of verti-
cut reels and an intensive top-
dressing programme. It is also 

a fact of life that the best 
possible speeds are reached 
during periods of drought, 
when the greenkeeper can 
dictate the amount of water 
used. If God in his wisdom 
sends us prolonged periods of 
wet weather, this has a 
profound effect on the pace. 
I personally believe that the 

amount of water from the 
heavens or from irrigation 
determines the pace more than 
anything else. Unfortunately 
when clubs have invested a 
great deal of money in very 
sophisticated irrigation 
equipment they bring pressure 
to bear on the greenkeeper to 
use or "missuse" it, although it 
should be mentioned at this 
point that research in the 
United States would seem to 
discount that moisture 
content has any real slowing 
effect on pace. My own 
experience differs from this. 
The height of cut has been 

dropped and greens are double 
cut and sometimes rolled with 
weighted hand machines to get 
the best possible speed. Ask 
any greenkeeper who has 
applied this programme and 
they will tell you that they 
could see their greens 
deteriorate before their eyes. 
This experience has been 
shared with superintendents 

in the United States. 
I am sure the plant breeders 

would agree that very few 
varieties can withstand this 
treatment for any length of 
time, even poa annua becomes 
sickly and weak. In the USA 
they have budget levels and in 
most cases soil temperatures 
suitable for aiding recovery 
from overseeding program-
mes, to quickly restore putting 
surfaces to normal. Our usual 
growing season at best lasts 
four or five months. 
The only way to achieve a 

measure of recovery from this 
fairly dramatic treatment is to 
raise the height of cut to a 
sensible 3 / 16th of an inch as 
soon as possible after the 
tournament. This can, 
understandably, cause some 
resentment from club 
members who may, with some 
justification, feel they have 
been let down. 
Unfortunately, the golfing 

public who attend 
tournaments, or watch them 
on the television, tend to 
think the greenkeeper has 
some magic wand that can 
maintain these conditions for 
the main part of the season. 
This is a risky, costly and 
dangerous route to follow 

» 

Jack McMillan head greenkeeper, Sunningdale Golf Club. 



« 
with, nine times out of ten, 
some long-term damage to the 
quality of putting surfaces. 
Jim Arthur in this country 

and Mr Alexander Radko of the 
USGA Greens Section have, 
over the years, made clear their 
views on the judicious use of 
fertiliser. I am sure that even 
fairly heavy applications of 
nitrogen early in the season 
can have a lasting effect on the 
quality of putting surfaces for 
any one year. This is again an 
area where greenkeepers can 
come under pressure. The chap 
down the road has greens the 
colour of well grown leeks, and 
his members think theirs 
should be the same. Sometimes 
a delicately balanced 
programme is not easy for the 
greenkeeper to live with. 
We regularly hear of how fast 

greens used to be, although at 
the present time we are cutting 
more frequently and at 
dangerously lower heights 
than at any time I can 
remember. Ask any older 
member of greenstaffat any 
club and you will find that 
greens were cut at most three 
times a week and possibly at 
weekends twice a year for 
special club occasions, with 
heights of cut never lower than 
3/16th of an inch. 
Compare that with today's 

daily cutting, throughout the 
season, and at lower heights of 
cut for greater periods. 
Below the safe 5/32nd of an 

inch we begin to have greens 
telling us they are under stress, 
poor thin swards, being 
invaded with pearlwort and 

The Old Course, Sunningdale. 

parsley piert, "all the danger 
signals". I am sure the best 
possible way to find pace for 
major club competitions is this 
height of cut with double 
mowing, again to be raised as 
soon as possible. 
Since 1977, when the 

Stimpmeter was first 
introduced, we have for the 
first time, accurately been able 
to measure greenspeed rather 
than depend on fairly fallable 
memories. Also, through 
speaking to many golfers, I 
have a sneaking feeling that 
the great majority of the 
golfing public like medium-
paced greens. 
Reading a back issue of the 

USGA Green Section Record it 
is interesting to note that they 
recommend greenspeeds they 
feel can be achieved for regular 
club golf and a target to achieve 
for maj or tournaments of any 
kind. It is made perfectly clear 
what they consider can be 

achieved safely. 
The following is what would 

be recommended for 
membership play: Fast 8'6", 
Medium Fast 7'6", Medium 6'6", 
Medium Slow 5'6" and Slow 
5'0" and below. The 
preparation for any major 
event should aim at much 
faster speeds: Fast 10'6", 
Medium Fast 9'6", Medium 8'6", 
Medium Slow 7'6" and Slow 
6'6". 
Many of the old established 

clubs in the country take great 
pride in the fact that they 
always had fast greens. This 
can be achieved again but we 
will, however, experience some 
pain in getting there. I am sure 
that the research now being set 
up at Bingley will make this 
easier in the long term. 
I have a feeling we might just 

hear about turning the clock 
back to less water, less 
fertiliser, raised height of cuts 
and less frequent mowing. 

BLACK FEN 
TOPSOIL 

TEL: G.J. MOYSES 
(0733) 69447 

TURF MACHINERY HIRE 
MACHINERY FOR SALE 

Royer Power Screen/elevator £1950. 
Pattisson Rotary Soil Screen £750. 

S.P. Aerator £575. 
CushmanTrucksterwith Dump Body £2350. 

Top Dresser attatchment £1150. 
J.R. 4 Turfcutter £650. 

Turfco Turfcutter (New) £1150. 
Ransomes Magna Gang Mowers 

Triple £1750. 
Quintuple £2500. 

All reconditioned. Many other machines. 
Tel: Gerald or Trevor Brooks 

on 04862/28658 - 64467 



THE new South Course at the 
Wentworth Club, which is now 
under construction, is proba-
bly the best researched and 
most professional golf course 
project ever to be undertaken 
in the British Isles. 
Far from being an 'overspill' 
course for existing East and 
West Courses, the South 
course concept is that it will 
become even more famous 
than the notorious Burma 
Road and will stage major 
PGA European Tour events 
veiy quickly. 
The man who has mastermin-
ded the South Course project 
is the club's managing direc-
tor Richard Doyle Davidson. 
In his planning he has 
enjoyed one major advantage 
in that Wentworth is a 
proprietary club, run on 
business principles and as 
such decision-taking is not 
burdened by the committee 
process. 
To set the scene for the South 
Course development it is 
necessary to trace some of 
Wentworth's history. The 
Clubhouse and golf courses 
were for many years owned by 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson, 
construction and mining 
engineer and when this 
business was acquired by 
Fairclough Construction Ltd 
in 1974 the club and its 
courses changed hands. For 
some years the company 
appeared unsure as to what to 
do with Wentworth, but in 

1979 they sent Richard Doyle 
Davidson, then the club's 
secretary on a visit to the USA 
as a marketing exercise. A 
report was prepared as to what 
was needed to improve Went-
worth, but no commitment 
was made by the owners. In 
1980 a parcel of land 
adjoining the courses came on 
to the market and as a result 
240 acres of mainly woodland 
were purchased from the 
Greyhound Racing Associa-
tion to protect the club and 
estate's boundaries. In 1984 
Faircloughs amalgamated 
with another large company 
in the building industry. 
William Press, and formed 
AMEC pic. Wentworth Club 
Ltd. then became one of forty 
two subsidiary companies 
within the group. 
The new owners commis-
sioned a study on Wentworth's 
future and came to the 
conclustion that there were 
three options open to them. 
1. To do nothing - in which 
case club, course and owners 
suffered. 
2. Sell - perhaps to another 
company more usually 
associated with the leisure 
industry. 
3. Do something to upgrade 
existing facilities and to 
expand in order to increase 
revenues and produce a 
greater return. 
Previously there had been two 
attempts by different develo-
pers to gain planning permis-

sion on the 240 acre south site 
these were for a golf centre, 
housing, as well as a 
golf course. These plans had 
failed, with the local 
authority turning them down 
flat, on the grounds that the 
site was in the greenbelt and 
also formed a local amenity 
for walkers and riders. 
AMEC having considered 
their study as to the options 
on Wentworth's future came to 
the conclusion that an 
additional golf course was 
required to alleviate pressure 
on the existing two, that 
members of the club required 
better facilities both on and 
off the course where they were 
tired of competing with 
visiting societies, and that as 
golf in the UK is a seven 
month business, from May-
October, additional facilities 
would have to be offered by 
way of a leisure centre to 
ensure year-round income. 
The company forecast a 
return of the capital employed 
over a 6-7 year period. 
However the track record was 
not good, the site for the golf 
course was in the greenbelt, 
residents of the estate did not 
want additional traffic, the 
club members were not happy 
and all manner of local 
conservation groups were 
against the project as they 
wished the Great Wood as the 
site was known to remain 
untouched. 
Despite these apparent 



The drive at the South Course's 16th with the centre tree remaining 

insurmountable odds Richard 
Doyle Davidson set about 
assembling a highly profes-
sional team to win over the 
objectors. His plans were not 
only thorough but can be re-
garded as a blueprint for any 
club considering extending 
their course in these 
ecologically sensitive days. 
A survey of the site was 
commissioned and from this 
the chosen golf course 
architect, John Jacobs, with 
consultants Gary Player and 
Bernard Gallacher, made 
their plans. 
Obviously most of the 
objectors felt that a golf 
course, by removing trees and 
introducing cultivation, 
would damage the local flora 
and fauna. Richard Doyle 
Davidson approached Dr. 
David Parker of Liverpool 
University's Environmental 
Advisory Unit to produce a 
report on the affect that a new 
course would have on the 
environment. The report, it 
must be stressed, could have 
gone either way, as Dr. Parker 
was totally impartial. 
In his final report, a most 
comprehensive study, Dr. 
Parker concluded "Although 
the Great Wood to Knowle Hill 
woodland has biological 
values, as have all woodlands, 
the study has shown that only 
two areas are of sufficient 
scientific interest to merit 
their complete conservation 
within the proposed 
development These are the 

western part of the Great Wood 
and the beechwood area of 
Knowle HilL 
The alder and birch can-
woodland and the western 
edge of the Great Wood is of 
high scientific value and is 
the only part of the site 
known to have been wooded 
for longer than 150 years. The 
beechwood of Knowle Hill, 
although planted, is also of 
considerable biological impor-
tance. The complete retention 
of these areas within a 
sympathetic golf course 

design will ensure that the 
majority of the biological 
value of these areas is 
unlikely to be diminished by 
the construction of an 
adjacent golf course " The 
conclusions also covered the 
retention of certain specimen 
trees on the site, that the 
biological balue of the East 
course was high as it supports 
heathland, woodland and 
grassland, and that the 
proposed South course would 

» 

Heathland on the 9th hole 



BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL GOLF GREENKEEPER8 ASSOCIATION 

BIGCAI 
t I 

1988 GREENKEEPER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
(NB. Not to be completed by 1987 Members) 

To be returned to: The Executive Director, BIGGA, Sports Turf Research Institute, 
BINGLEY, West Yorkshire. BD16 1AU. 

FULL NAME HOME ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

DATE OF BIRTH 

POSTCODE 

NAME OF EMPLOYER ADDRESS 

PRESENT POST DATE OF 
APPOINTMENT 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: 

I wish to be affiliated to the Section (see below). 

I HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL GOLF GREENKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

SIGNED DATE 

Subscriptions are NOT to be sent with this form but will be invoiced separately. 

Fees payable will be: (i) Full Member £25.00 

(ii) 18 years of age and under £12.50 

Sections: 

Scottish Region 

Northern England Region 

Midland and North Wales 

South East 

South West and South Wales 

: North, East, West, Central, Ayrshire. 

: North East, North West, Northern, Cleveland, Sheffield. 

: East Midland, Midland, East of England, Mid Anglia, 

• Berks/Bucks/Oxon. 

: East Anglia, Greater London, Surrey, Sussex, Kent. 

: South Coast, Devon and Cornwall, South West, South Wales. 



« 
be similar and would allow a 
wide diversity of plants and 
animals to flourish. Finally 
it was proposed that the EAU 
should continue to be 
involved with the golf course 
design in order to ensure that 
the most ecologically sympa-
thetic proposals would be 
achieved. Now armed with an 
independent report suggesting 
that the proposed golf course 
could only do good, Mr Doyle 
Davidson appointed a planing 
consultant, someone who was 
fully acquainted with local 
planning authorities and regu-
lations to guide the company's 
application through the 
various planning committees. 
Next came a video. Amongst 
the Wentworth members was a 
PR director of a large 
advertising agency who, 
together with a number of his 
colleagues, produced a video 
making the case for the 
proposed new course. On the 
video Chris Denham, B.B.C. 
S.W. presenter, interviewed 
Renton Laidlaw the golf 
correspondent of the London 
Evening Standard who 
pointed out the need for 
additional golfing facilities; 
John Jacobs who confirmed 
that his design would enhance 
the area; Dr. Parker who also 
confirmed that the affect on 
the flora and fauna would be 
beneficial, and Richard Doyle 
Davidson who calmed the 
fears of the estate residents 
and members. The video 
presentation was made to 

some 30 interested groups and 
it contributed greatly to the 
ultimate success, a profes-
sional tool for a professional 
approach. 
The majority of the objectors, 
having seen the evidence and 
received the company's presen-
tation of the facts, withdrew. 
The planning committee of 
Runnymede Borough Council 
agreed to the plan with one 
caveat, that an ecological 
management committee be 
formed to produce a ten year 
management plan for the site. 
This committee compri-sing 
representatives from the 
Borough Council, Wentworth 
residents association, the 
EAU of Liverpool University, 
the Surrey Wildlife Trust, the 
golf course architects and the 
Wentworth Club Ltd. with 
Richard Doyle Davidson 
appointed chairman. Having 
drawn up a routing plan for 

the golf in conjunction with 
the architects and Dr. Arthur 
Linley of the Surrey Wildlife 
Trust, Mr. Doyle Davidson 
presented this to the 
management committee who 
endorsed the scheme. The 
Runnymede planning auth-
orities also aproved both 
management plan and 
planning application. 
The route of the course was 
then marked out with tape 
and scrub cleared to a width of 
50 yards. The trees that were 
to remain in these 'playing 
areas' were marked and the 
tree clearance programme 
started in the autumn of 1987. 
The site is now ready for the 
golf course constructors, Golf 
Landscapes, to move in and 
start shaping and building. 
Details of the design and 
construction will form the 
basis of the next article in this 
series. 

De-rooting fairways 

We've built more courses than everyone else put together... 
for new constructions, alterations or improvements on your course... 

ASHWELLS ROAD 
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD 

ESSEX. CM 15 9SR 

Telephone: (0277) 73720 
Telex: 995215 GOLF LG 

The proven experience in the field 
for construction, drainage and irrigation 



MORE BOOKS for GREENKEEPERS and GREENS 
THIS occasional series, which 
started in July 1986, has 
attempted to suggest a reading 
list for those interested in golf 
course maintenance. 
The great difficulty is the need 
to have some understanding of a 
whole range of subjects. 
Concentrating on a narrow 
spectrum makes it impossible to 
cross boundaries and appreciate 
the difficulties of the other 
people involved, be they 
agronomists, architects or 
golfers. Many failures over the 
past eighty years can be 
attributed to the lack of wider 
visions. 
A secondary objective has been 
to share with other book-lovers 
the joys of discovering 
interesting old books. Over the 
past five years, golf books have 
shot up in value and scarcity. 
People in the book trade 
recognise that golf is a 
specialised market and channel 
golf books to specialist dealers, 
where prices soon escalate. 
Today, it is rare to find 
interesting old golfing books in 
the hands of general dealers. 
This has taken much of the fun 
away from those of us who enjoy 
searching the shelves for 
rarities at bargain prices. 
It can still happen, of course, 
and I had such a find last 
summer. The small seaside 
town of Whitby has some 
interesting corners and passing, 
of all things, a knitting-wool 
shop, I noticed some shelves of 
books. I looked them over, not 
expecting to find veiy much, 
only to realise that amongst the 
romantic novels of the Thirties 
was Golfing (1893) by Horace 
Hutchinson, the first great golf 
writer who was golf 
correspondent to The Times, 
priced at £2.50! Indeed, the lady 
in the shop told me she was 
pleased to see it go as it had been 
there for years. The real value 
proved to be about £80 - so don't 
forget to look in every knitting-
wool shop you pass! 
This book has some useful 
material about early courses 
and their play and fits neatly 
into my category concerning the 
philosophy of the game as it is 
played. Inability to understand 
changes in the game as it is 
played, then and now, leads to 

COMMITTEES 
by Eddie Park 

confusion in what we are being 
asked to provide for the golfer. 
During the past year I have 
managed to extend my 
collection without spending too 
much money. The largest item, 
both in price and size, is The 
Briiishlslands and their 
vegetation by AG Tansley 
(1939). Sir Arthur Tansley was 
very much the "father" of 
ecology in this country in the 
days before the subject became 
such a political football. This 
magnificent tome, published 
nearly fifty years ago, is 
remarkable for the fact that it is 
still in print and is still a 
standard work of reference. So a 
secondhand copy at less than 
half the new price of £75 is good 
value. Think of any area of 
Britain or any habitat and you 
will find a detailed and easily 
understood description of WHY 
it is what it is. Knowledge 
concerning the influence of 
local soils and local climates on 
the vegetation is invaluable 
when the aim is to grow specific 
perennial grasses. 
Speaking of soils and their 
ecological influence, another 
volume in the "New Naturalist" 
series which caught my eye was 
Britain's Structure and Scenery 
by L Dudley Stamp (1946). This 
concerns the topography and 
soils of different areas and 
relates them to the geographical 
history. 
Now for two books with the 
same title: Turf Culture by Ian 
Greenfield (1962) and by Frank 
Hope (1978). Greenfield is 
described as "being specifically 
as agricultural adviser to a 
leading firm of chemical 
manufacturers". His views on 
turf nutrition would not meet 
with universal approval, but 
this is a comprehensive work 
containing much of interest. 
Frank Hope's book is aimed at 
the practicing groundsman (as 
opposed to greenkeeper) but 
again there are some very useful 
sections. Another book aimed at 
the same market is an 
American publication Grounds 
Maintenance Handbook by H S 
Conover(1953). 

A very general reference book 
on golf is The Shell 
International Encyclopaedia of 
Golf by Donald Steel and Peter 
Ryde (1975), with excellent 
descriptions of courses and 
architects as well as of golfers. 
Now for something completely 
different - Lawn making 
together withproper keeping of 
putting greens by Leonard 
Barron (1906), a book published 
in New York which records the 
early difficulties experienced by 
Americans who tried to copy our 
fine grassed areas. A quote 
makes interesting reading: "As 
well recognise first as last the 
fact that the world famed lawns 
of Europe are impossible to the 
gardens this side of the Atlantic. 
Over there the grasses grow once 
they are established and reseed 
themselves with a facility that 
is surprising to the New World 
gardener. Here, with the 
problems of excessive and 
brilliant sunshine in summer, 
often coupled with spells of 
exhausting drought, and 
followed by extreme cold of our 
often rigorous winters, the 
grasses suffer strains which 
necessitate an entirely different 
method of lawn making. Hence 
the fine art of lawn grass 
mixtures has developed almost 
into a science and excites an 
amount of interest that is not 
paralled elsewhere." Indeed it 
was even worse than that when 
the attempt was made to make 
lawns and greens in even more 
unsympathetic climatic areas. 
Somehow, over the years we 
allowed ourselves to be 
persuaded that the Americans 
did it better than we did. The 
truth is that greenkeeping over 
there was much more difficult 
because of the climate and soils, 
but they had some success in 
solving their problems. Read the 
Green Section Record and you 
will see that many snags 
remain. As for us, we all fell for 
the line that by copying 
American methods we could 
produce something better. 
Studying books will certainly 
not teach anyone all there is to 
know about golf course 
maintenance, but it might make 
us all think before we jump out 
of the frying pan into the next 
fire. 



There's only one 
Cushman. ASK a User. 

AS TRAILERS 

If you use a Cushman Turf Care System, you already 
know about its year-round grounds maintenance 
capabilities. 

If you don't, we'll be delighted to send you our complete 
Cushman user list. 
Should you need further persuading, a demonstration on 
your turf is just a 'phone call away. 

• HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY 
I THE DEAN, NEW ALRESFORD, 

H HAMPSHIRE S024 9BL 
t I 'M v t-j T e l . 0 9 6 2 733222 Fax: 0962 734702 

OH top, Oh turf Telex: 894426 

FOR PICNICS 
Ihl TUF PAP kl 
• • H i & s & f M i y v 

• Detachable hinged 
sides and cornerpost 
Top hinged tailgate 
Hydraulic tipping 

• Weldmesh extension 
kit available 

• Rear tip, side tip or 3 
way tip 

Maintaining parks, playing fields, sports centres and similar 
areas can be a heavy undertaking. 
With the help of AS Trailers maintenance becomes a picnic. 
Thinking trailers? Then think AS, the big range that 
gives the best performance. 

I"piease forward me full details of your trailers. 

| Name | 

Address _ 

Postcode Tel. 

M a r s t o n A g r i c u l t u r a l Services Ltd. 
Tol l Bar R o a d , M a r s t o n , Lines. N G 3 2 2 H T 

I Tel. ( 0 4 0 0 ) 5 0 2 2 6 Te lex 3 7 7 6 0 8 • 
The Loadcarrters I 1 

I 

Long supple bristle detail. 

Sweeper 
collectors 

A big capacity semi-mounted PTO driven Sweeper for 
collecting leaves, grass clippings or litter from turf areas or 
hard surfaces. 

The Wessex Sweeper follows ground contours closely 
because of a flotation joint in the linkage frame giving 
free movement completely independent of the tractor. Sweeps clean even on 
undulating fairways! The hopper is tipped through a simple trip mechanism operated from the tractor seat. 

I Now available with hydraulically driven kerb brush for clearing gutters and gulleys; 
and with scarifying tines for de-thatching sports fields and fairways. 
4ft & 6ft versions available, to suit any tractor from 15hp + 

Gully brush attachment. 

Clip the coupon today for full details 
NAME -
POSITION _ 
COMPANY. 
ADDRESS _ 

WESSEX 
VITM 

PHONE_ 

WESSEX FARM V MACHINERY SALES CO. 
Trading Estate, Oakhanger Road, 
Bordon, Hants., GU35 9HH 
Telephone (04203) 8111 



We challenge you to a round with Kubota. 
We challenge you to find a range of compact tractors and perfectly matched implements 

that are better equipped on course. 
We challenge you to find a range which gives more 

manoeuvrability, more versatility or more economy. 
We challenge you to improve on the two year 

warranty, and the tunnel block construction which 
ensures that your sacred turf remains unsullied by oil 
leaks. 

It's the 1988 Kubota Challenge. And once again, 
everyone's a winner. 
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BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL 
GOLF GREENKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

SOUTH WEST AND SOUTH WALES 
REGION 
Regional Seminar 

THE South West and South Wales Region 
held its second Seminar on 9th March at 
Somerset College of Agriculture and 
Horticulture, Cannington. 
The Seminar was introduced by Paul 
Worster, Course Manager at Lilley Brook 
Golf Club, still not fully recovered from 
the 'flu', but he gave us all an enthusiastic 
view of the BIGGA before introducing the 
speakers. 
Tne first paper was given by Nick Rigden, 
N.D.H. Cert. Ed. on^Greenkeeper 
Training', and started the day off with an 
insight into the training given at 
Cannington for the City and Guilds. He 
also pointed out courses which they are 
prepared to run at the college for the 
future of greenkeeper education. How 
good it was to hear someone spelling out 
the importance of specialised 
greenkeeper training from a college. Well 
done Nick! 
Bob Corns of the N.C.C. gave the second 
paper on 'Nature Conservation of Golf 
Courses', and I personally have not heard 
a better talk on conservation connectd to 
golf courses. It was very informative and 
his slides were excellent. I am sure they 
were enjoyed by everyone. 
We ran up to lunch with question time 
conducted by the Chairman, Ivor 
Scoones, with the two morning speakers 
taking on a lively 30 minutes of 
questions. After an hour off for a superb 
lunch provided by the college chef, Ken 
Morris, everyone came back for the 
afternoon session happy and replete. 
JeffPerris, B.Sc. fromtheS.T.RI. started 
the afternoon with a paper on "Turf 
Management", and ail tnose who know 
and have had the pleasure of hearing him 
speak before, will know how good he is. 
Jeff always seems to have the ability to 
read the mood of the people, and with his 
expert knowledge put over a first class 
talk. 
The last paper of the day was given by 
Tony Gray, P.G.A. European Tour 
Director, on Tournament Golf Courses'. 
Tony, who came in to bat last - not the 
best spot to be in - proved the ideal man 
for the job. Not only was his talk very 
enlightening, but it also stirred up the 
minds for question time which was to 
follow. His many humorous remarks 
plus his undoubted knowledge of golf and 
courses made him a pleasure to listen to. 
The question time conducted by the 
Chairman was again very lively but with 
time running out, yours truly nad to call 
a halt. 
I am sure the sixty people who attended 
and paid for the Seminar enjoyed it. I 
personally would like to thank the 

college for having us, and providing such 
marvellous facilities and of course, all 

supported us, including the numerous 
stuaents who were interested enough to 
slip into the Hall on occasions just to 
listen and learn, and were therefore very 
welcome. 
Gordon Child, Regional Administrator. 

South West section 

On the 26th January, Broome Manor 
Golf Complexplayea host to the South 
West Section for a most interesting 
lecture and slide show from Jack 
McMillan, head greenkeeper at 
Sunningdale. Jack's wide experience and 
knowledge of golf certainly showed 
through as he passed on many useful tips 
and iaeas to the audience. 
After a short break, Brown and Sons 
Seeds took over with a general knowledge 
quiz for teams of three greenkeepers, 
with the team captained by Laurence 
Pithie winning with 23 points out of 30 
points. Many thanks to Dave Padfield of 
Browns for researching the questions 
and providing the prizes. 
The afternoon was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all, the only shame was that only 1 7 
members bothered to turn up. 
Members should note that the Spring 
Tournament featuring the Iseki 
Qualifying round will be held on May 3rd 
at Lansdown. 
The South West Section held its AGM on 
1 st March at Lansdown Golf Club, Bath. 
The meeting opened at 2.20 pm to 17 
members chared by Mr. R Gates. Officers 
were elected as follows: -
Chairman - R. Gates 
Vice Chairman - W. Curtis 
Administrator - P. Worster 
Regional Board Representatives -
L. Pithie, L. Millar 
National Board Representative -1. 
Scoones 
Non-Committee Positions: -
Match Captain - J. Kane 
Prize Procurer - A. Stiff 

Fixtures for 1988 
Spring Tournament Lansdown Golf Club 
(with Iseki qualifying) 3rd May 
Match vs Secretaries Budleigh Salterton 
Golf Club 26th May 
Greenkeeper/Amateur Westonbirt Golf 
Club 1st June 
Iseki Regional Final Long Ashton Golf 
Club 15th June 
36 Hole Summer Tournament 
Cirencester Golf Club (with Jacobsen 
qualifying) 3rd August 
Match vs South Coast Kingsdown Golf 
Club 13 th September 
Match vs Welsh Section St. Pierre Golf 

Club 5th October 
Christmas Tournament Burnham and 
Berrow Golf Club 15th December 
Laurence Pithie was congratulated as 
'Master Groundsman of tne Year' by the 
Administrator on behalf of the meeting. 
Ivor Scoones, Jock Millar and Laurence 
Pithie were thanked for the time they 
spend on the Regional and National 
Boards respectively 
Concern was expressed at the apparent 
omission of the ARMS Tournament from 
the fixture list this year, the 
Administrator informed the meeting 
that Peter Hampton was undecidea 
whether or not to run it again this season 
due to the excess workload and the 
torrent of complaints he has usually 
received about pairings, timings, etc. 
Les Johnson proposed that we might help 
him officially this year using our 
knowledge and experience to solve any of 
these problems. After some discussion, 
this was agreed. The resolution that the 
John Ireland Foursomes be dropped and 
the trophies be used for alternative 
means was passed, the trophies to be used 
at the Committee's discretion. The 
Administrator pledged to carry on 
organising lectures and talks, etc. but 
only if they were better supported than of 
late. 
The meeting closed at 4.20 pm with 
thanks to the Chair and Lansdown Golf 
Club. 
P^A.Worster. 

South Coast section 

Would members please note that the 
Sections Golf Tournaments for 1988 are 
as follows:-
Spring Tournament 19 th May 
West Sussex Golf Club best gross and best 
net scores, over 36 holes quSifying for 
the Jacobsen Greenkeepers Tournament. 
Summer Tournament 13 th July 
Southampton Municipal Golf Course. 
Autumn Tournament 6th September 
Romsey Golf Club 
Annual Match v South West Section 13th 
September 
Bristol and Clifton Golf Club 
All enquiries regarding any Tournament 
should be sent to our Tournaments 
Organiser, Mr. Joe Burdett whose address 
is: 948 Castle Lane West, Bournemouth, 
BH7 6SP. Tel: 0202-483017 
Details of Spring Tournament are:-
Venue: West Sussex Golf Club 
Date: Thursday 19th May 
Competition: 36 hole Medal 
Members wishing to plav only 18 holes 
will be entered in an 18 nole Medal. 
Members aged over 50 can also compete 
for the Nita Stimson Trophy 
Entry fee: £9.75 
Cheques and Postal Orders made payable 



to BIGGA South Coast Section. Teeing off 
from 9.30 am. 
Members who intend to play should send 
their written entries giving name, 
address and current handicap together 
with entry fee to Joe Burdett at the above 
address. Please also state whether you 
wish to enter the 36 or 18 hole Medal 
Competition and the Nita Stimson 
Trophy Entries to arrive not later than 
Friday, 6th May, 1988. 
J. R. Dennis 

SOUTH EAST REGION 
London Section 
A letter from your Chariman: 
I would like to welcome all members to 
the new London Section, although the 
Section has been in existence for some 
years now. The first A.G.M. of the BIGGA 
Association London Section was held on 
19th January, 1988. The area has been 
increased and a new Committee has been 
elected into office, so everything is new. 
May I take the oportunity of thanking 
those members that attended the AGM 
and for their vote of confidence in me, by 
electing me as their Charman. 
I will endeabour to carry out my 
responsibilities to the best of my ability 
ana would thank also my Committee for 
their acceptance of their positions. I look 
forward to the coming year with a great 
deal of optimism and pride in the 
knowledge that I will have a very 
workable team with which to operate. 
Thank you all once again and welcome to 
all the new members in the Hertfordshire 
County and the East London and West 
Essex areas. 
Bill Thompson 

Firstly I would like to pay tribute to our 
past Chairman, Davia Low. 
David has been forced to resign because of 
personal circumstances. His experience, 
commitment to the Association and 
pleasant manner will be missed not only 
by the Committee with whom he worked 
so closely, but I feel sure, by all the 
members that had the privilege of 
knowing him. 
May I wish David and his wife all the 
very best for the future. 
The AGM was held at Pinner Hill Golf 
Club and I thank them and their staff for 
their kind hospitality. 
A lot of business was carried out and I 
would like to give you the names of your 
elected Committee: -
Vice Chairman - Mr. John Edwards 
Administrator - Mr. Michael Peters 
Committee 
Mr. Norman Exlev 
Mr. Christopher Greenwood 
Mr. Brian Anderson 
Mr. Jeffrey Donovan 
Mr. Jeremy Hill 

Mr. Nick Baldwin 
The following were elected Regional 
Board Repersentatives, myself and Brian 
Anderson. The Region comprises of 5 
Sections, London, Surrey, Kent, Sussex 
and East Anglia. 
The accounts for the period April 1987 to 
January 1988were read and accepted. 
Any member requiring a copy should 
contact me. 
The Chairman mentioned the extension 
of the Section in his opening comments. 
The position is that the area that is 
inside the M25 covering the North of the 
Thames together with Herts and 
Middlesex is now the boundary of the 
London Section. This increases the size 
of the Section and makes the potential of 
the Section that much greater. 
Any member wishing to apply for 
uniforms should contact me as soon as 
possible with their sizes and choice of 
colours, etc. 
The following is the dairy of events: -
21st April 
Spring Meeting at Moor Park Golf Club at 
3.00 pm. This will be an 18 hole event 
also qualifier for the Regional final of 
the Iseki National Tournament. The cost 
will be £6.00 per head which will include 
a sandwich buffet on completion of the 
golf. 
Members wishing to take part in the 
event please contact me NOW on 
Northwood (09274) 28167. 
1st June 
Evening Golf Meeting at Bush Hill Golf 
Club. I am awaiting confirmation of this 
event and will notify members in the 
next newsletter. 
10th June 
GRAND SUMMER BALL at Aldenham 
Golf and Country Club, 7.00 for 7.30 pm 
until midnight. Dancing to the 'Patriche' 
Band. Cost £ 16.00 per ticket, which are 
now available and members wishing to 
attend should contact me now in order to 
secure a ticket. 
23rd August 
GolfEvening 18 Holes at Pinner Hill Golf 
Club, confirmation awaited. 
26th to 30th September 
BIGGA National 3 day Tournament 
followed by 2 day International 
Conference at the Belleisle Golf Course, 
Ayr, Scotland. Members wishing to 
attend please contact me NOW. 
Summer League 
For the benefit of new members, this is a 
tournament which I have run for the past 
few years and the format is as follows:-
Eacn team comprises 2 greenkeepers and 
plays each of 3 other teams in a league 
competition on a home and away basis. 2 
points for a win, 1 for a half. The 
winners of the league go forward to a 
knockout competition. There are 
normally 4 leagues in the event. 

Any teams wishing to participate, please 
contact me NOW. 
Mailing 
If you have any other member in your 
Club receiving this newsletter please 
contact me so that I may be able to put all 
other communications in one envelope 
thus avoiding unnecessary expense. 
Thankyou 
We apologise to David Murphy of 
Kingston House Mowers for not 
mentioning him in our last newsletter 
for the valuable support he gave us at our 
Autumn meeting at North Middlesex Golf 
Club. Many thanks David, it was very 
much appreciated. 
Finally, I would like to thank most 
sincerely Sylvia, the daughter of Chris 
Greenwood, for all the excellent work 
that she has done for the Association 
over the past 10 months. She has done 
all our timing and duplication work with 
all that that entails. She moved away in 
February and will be sorely missed. 
Thank you Sylvia very much and all the 
best for the future 
Michael Peters. 

Sussex section 
Dates for the Section dairy include: -
26th April Uttlehampton Golf Club 36 
holes 9.00 am tee-off. 
May 
Sussex v Surrey 
(date to be confirmed) 
June 
Copthome Golf Club 
(date to be confirmed) 
14th July 
Brighton and Hove Golf Club. 2.00 pm 
18th August 
Bognor Regis Golf Club 2.00 pm 
29m September 
Royal Eastbourne Golf Club, 36 holes 9.00 
am tee-off. 1 st December Lewis Golf Club, 
Turkey Trot. 10.00 -11.00 am tee-off. 18 
holes. 
R.P.Jones 

MIDLAND AND NORTH WALES REGION 
East Midland Section 
Spring Golf Tournament 

lace 
Golf 

lapel Lane, Cosby, Leics. rnis is a 
change of date from earlier information. 
Entry forms have been sent out and 
should be returned by the closing date of 
1 st May. If you have not receivecfone, 
please contact me. 
Singles and Pairs Knockout. 
We shall again be running our Singles 
and Pairs Knockout competitions 
throughout the Summer. Entry forms 
have been sent out with the Spring 
Tournament letter and should be 
returned by the closing date of 1st May. 
The East Midland Section Committee 



would like to welcome all new members 
to our Section and hope that they will 
participate in as many events that they 
possibly can through the season. Would 
members who reauire any items of the 
BIGGA uniform please contact me for an 
order form. 
R.W.Wi liars 

Mid Anglia Section 
At the AGM held at St. Neots GolfClub on 
16th February, the following were elected 
to represent tne Section for me fourth 
coming year.-
President - Graham Pitcher 
Chairman - PaulFitziohn 
Secretary - R J. Goodwin 
Treasurer - Les Wakerell 
Match Secretary - Ken Bunting 
Representatives to Regional Board - Paul 
Fitzjohn and John Wells. 
The February Lecture at St. Neots was 
well attended by more that 50 members 
who were given a talk and film on the 
development of the "John Deere 
Organisation" ably assisted by 
Woodlands Agriculture Ltd. of Brigstoke, 
Northampton who kindly donateanalf 
the cost of the lunch. 
Dairy Dates 
27th June 
Iseki Golf Tournament at Tewkesbury 
Park GolfClub (Qualifiers over 18 holes 
of Spring Tournament on 19th April) 
8th Julv 
Annual match v Midland Section at 
Moor Hall GolfClub. 
2nd August 
Summer Tournament, 36 holes at 
Knebworth GolfClub (Qualifier for 
Jacobsen's International Tournament) 
19th October 
Autumn Tournament, 27 holes at 
Ashridge GolfClub. 
Look out for further details of these 
fixtures and Winter meetings in future 
newsletters. 
R. J. Goodwin 

Our AGM took place at Edgbasto: 
Club on 27th January with only : 

Midland Section 
jbaston Golf 

- 17 
members attending. Our elected officers 
are as follows: -
President - R Pugh 
Chairperson - A. Kite (021 -351 -4423) 
Secretary -1. Toon (021-308-6684) 
Treasurer - E. Thomas (021 -308-2954) 
Committee members and their duties: -
Lecturers - Peter Woodward (021-378-
2511) 
Competitions Secretary - Peter 
Richmond (021-354-5616) 
Inter Section Matches - Tom Kelsall 
(0827-284782) 
Handicaps - MickHughes (021-422-2615) 
Regional Representatives are A. Kite and 
I. Tbon. 
On February 17th Peter Woodward 

arranged a visit to theToro factory at St. 
Neots. 18 of us left Walsall GolfClub on a 
coach laid on by Alexander's (better 
known as King s Heath Mowers) and were 
treated to a most enioyaboe day visiting 
not only the Toro UK factory at St. Neots 
but also the Bury St. Edmunds factory 
where export machinery is made. Our 
grateful thanks go to Mr. Dale and his 
associates of Toro and also to Peter 
Richmond who displayed another of his 
many talents and drove the coach. 
Competitions for the Year! 
Summer - 11th July 
Maxstoke Park 
Autumn - 22nd September 
Worcestershire GolfClub 
Christmas - 7th December 
Copt Heath GolfClub 
Closing dates for any competition will be 
14 days prior to the competition. Anyone 
wishing to play who has not yet received 
application forms should notify Peter 
Richmond who will oblige. 
Finally an apology to Mr. N. Woolfrey for 
the 'gaff I made when I previously 
reported that S. Stenhouse had won the 
Christmas Tournament when it was in 
fact N. Woolfrey who won. 
I. R. Toon 

NORTHERN ENGLAND REGION 
North West Section 
Our Seminar at Mere Golf and Country 
Club on March 17th was a huge success as 
usual with a large turnout of members 
who were treated to an enthralling array 
of speakers. 
The NorthWest Section members would 
like to thank all concerned for the hard 
work they have done in putting on the 
seminar especially John Lowery, 
Education Chairman, whose work was 
invaluable. 
The Section Committee sent out a letter 
to every Head Greenkeeper in the region 
informing them of this year's activities 
in the North West. If you did not receive a 
copy, please contact me as soon as 
possible and I will send you one. 
Here is an offer that no 
golfer/greenkeeper should pass up. How 
would you like to walk alongside your 
favourite golfer? Well, you can - simply 
volunteer to rake bunkers at this year's 
'British Open'at Lytham-St-Annes. If 
any member nationwide wishes to take 

¡8 
The Committee has been asked to 
advertise for any interesting or 
informative articles to be published in 
our magazine. So if you have anything 
which may help other greenkeepers or be 
of some interest, please put pen to paper. 
Finally, there has been another change 
in Secretary's position. I am resigning 
from the jop having obtained the post of 

Assistant Course Manager at the new 
Goodwood Park Golf ana Country Club. 
The new Secretary will be announced at a 
later date. 
I would like to thank the Section's 
Committee for all their help over the 
recent months and wish them all the 
success in the future. 
Mark Lewis 

Northern Section 
There appears to be a strong attack of 
Spring Fever in our Region right now, a 
veritable all-change extending beyond 
our county boundary to mainland 
Europe. But first the home news: -
Northern Section Committeeman Robert 
Lupton has taken hold of the reins at 
Cleckheaton GolfClub succeeding Chris 
Ramsden who has moved to Dusseldorf. 
David Whitaker is leaving Rawden for 
GolfClub Domaine Imperial, Gland, 
Switzerland; a new development on the 
edge of Lake Geneva. Also leaving for La 
Swisse is Jim Richards, formerly an 
Assistant at Knaresborough. Jim is 
setting out to join the International team 
of IanTomlinson based at Lausanne. 
Another Northern Section 
Committeeman Alan Lofthouse is 
moving to Saffron Walden to crack the 
whip there. Quite naturally, we wish the 
aforementioned gentleman every good 
fortune in their new endeavours. 
With little doubt the next bulletin will 
carry news of the resultant knock-on 
effect. 
For those of you looking for a decent 
night out, please note that our Annual 
Dinner-Dance will take place at Otley 
GolfClub on 29th April at 7.45 pm. As 
always, we would be delighted to see you 
and in the meantime would be equally 
delighted to take your booking at £ 10.00 
per head. 
A pleasant front centred over Moor 
Allerton on 18th February when Mr. 
Alan Murray of the Leeds Weather Centre 
entertained us to a very interesting 
insight of Met Office activities. Diayou 
know that the British Meteorological 
Office sell world -wide weather 
information to 80% of the world's 
airlines and also to other countries, 
including Japan? Soup manufacturers 
gear their production to cold spells and 
Marks ana Sparks actually tape the 
farmer's forecast and use the 
information on which to base their next 
weekend's purchasingl! 
We even learnt that Moor Allerton Golf 
Club had become subscribers to the 
Weather Service at Leeds allowing them 
to obtain weather data by direct ex-
directory line - pretty keen, eh? 
Section dates 
11th May 
Spring Tournament, Hornsea 
14th June 

THE DRIVING RANGE. 
The ICI range of turf care products has been developed for 

professionals. Whether your target is turf weeds, insect pests, 
casting worms or turf diseases-whether the location is greens or 

fairways, look to the driving range. 

Professional Products 
TEL: (0252) 724525 

Daconil' turf contains chlorothalonil: Tornado' contains carbaryl: Super Verdone' contains dicamba, 2 ,4 -D and ioxynil: Gamma-Col' turf contains gamma HCH. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 



President's Day, Cobble Hall. 
Ifyou feel like a decent read, £7.50 will 
buy you the transcript of our last 
Seminar, Greenkeeper, Golf Course and 
Conservation; package and postage 
inclusive. 
David Hannam 

Cleveland Section 
It was with regret that I received Mr. W. 
Burtt's resignation as President of the 
Cleveland Section, but due to poor health 
he has had to stand down. Bill has been 
with the Cleveland Section since it began 
and he was one of the founder members, 
long ago in a back room in Yarm. He is 
well liked by both greenkeepers and 

undsmen in the area and I am sure 

about again soon. 
Our Spring Tournament will be the 
qualifier for the Regional round of the 
Iseki National Tournament. 12 
qualifiers are needed - 4 from the 
categories:-
0 - 9 inc 
10- 18 inc 
19-28 inc 
The Regional Final will be played at 
Moor Allerton onTuesday, 24th May. 
Also our Spring Tournament is the 
qualifier for the Jacobsen competition 
(best net and best gross). 
A lot of thanks to Mr. Jeremy Howarth 
for his lecture on the range of seeds 
available from Inter Seeds accompanied 
with an excellent slide show. 
Unfortunately there were only 9 people 
there, a rather poor affair ana very 
embarrassing for those stalwarts who 
turned up to give their support as usual. 
A lot of time is spent in putting these 
lectures and demonstrations on for your 
benefit and a greater commitment and 
interest of the part of members is 
necessary. 
Finally, only paid-up members shall 
receive information and newsletters in 
the future. 
T. A. Naisbitt 

Sheffield Section 
For our February lecture date two 
Advisors from the STRI accepted our 
invitation to come and speak to us on two 
different subjects. Mr. Stuart Orman-
droyd dealt with the problems of wet 
greens and greens construction whilst his 
colleague Mr. Steven Isaac spoke in great 
detail about turf diseases, their cause, 
prevention and cure. The turnout was 
excellent with some 40 members 
enjoying an interesting and enjoyable 
afternoon. Our thanks to Messrs. 
Ormandroyd and Isaac and to the STRI. 
With the approach of the Association's 
AGM, an informal discussion on matters 
relating to the BIGGA formed the basis of 

our March meeting. Mr. David Golding, 
our Regional Administrator, kindly 
agreed to come and join us and was able 
to contribute a good deal of news and 
comment to the debate. It was clear from 
the general feeling of the meeting that 
problems still exist and answers need to 
be found soon if the momen-tum of the 
Association's progress is to be 
maintained. However, we were impressed 
with David's enthusiasm and I feel sure 
that providing the Board's decisions 
reflect the feenngs of the rank and file 

lost oftf member most ofthe problems can be 
resolved. 
G.Brammah 

SCOTTISH REGION 
Central Section 
The two Section lectures in February 
proved to be very successful, with both of 
them being well attended. We are 
indebted to the Council and members of 
bothTulliallan and Ladybank Golf Clubs 
for granting us the use of their clubhouses 
to hold these events and also our sincere 
thanks go to the speakers, Jimmy Kidd 
(Gleneagles), John Souter (Souter of 

Hutt (Rigby Taylor) for t 
presentation of their particular subjects. 
The Section Spring Outing, will beheld 
courtesy ofFalkirk Tryst Golf Club, 
Larbert on Thursday 21 st April, and all 
entries for this event must be in by 14 th 
April. 
The Autumn Outing has been arranged 
for Thursday, 29th September at Alloa 
Golf Club, Alloa. 
Notice ofthe Inter-Club Tournament and 
the proposed bowls matches will be sent 
out with the Spring Outing entry forms, 
so ifyou wish to participate in any of 
these events, please return your forms 
promptly. 
On his retiral, in February, from Souter 
of Stirling, the members made a 
presentation to Jock Armstrong for all 
the hard work and assistance he had 
^ Iven to the Central Section since its 
formation in 1980, when he was elected 
onto the Committee ofwhich he has been 
a member ever since. 
The best wishes for a long and healthy 
retirement go to Jock from all his friends 
in the Central Section. 
The following is a letter sent to the 
Committee ofthe Section by Jock: 
Dear Fellow Members, 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for your veiy generous and 
lovely gift of a crystal whisky decanter. 
It has been a great honour for me to have 
been a member ofthe Central Section 
over the past years and indeed have met 
and enjoyed your friendship as well. 
It was a most unexpected gift and I have 
been at such a loss for worn s. 

g 

I can only thank you most sincerely once 
again for your kind thoughts and good 
wishes, and hope that our friendship 
continues to be as enjoyable in the 
coming years. 
Yours sincerely 
Jock Armstrong. 

Would any member who wishes items of 
information included in future Section 
Reports please forward them to me as 
soon as possible. It is your own 
Association, so please make an effort by 
contributing to make it successful. 
John Crawford. 

West Section 
The West Section held their AGM on 
Monday, 1 st February at Renfrew Golf 
Club, which was attended by 22 

, 3 Trade members and 1 
Dciate member. The AGM went very 

smoothly with Bob Fitzpatrick handing 
over the Chairmanship ofthe West 
Section to Cecil George, and his Vice-
Chairman Raymond Day. 
The new Committee are: -
Chairman - Cecil George 
Vice Chairman - Raymond Day 
Secretary - Robert Brewer 
Committee 
Chris Kennedy 
Robert Fitzpatrick 
David Gall 
David Hynd marsh 
Steven Hogg 
James Gray 
Gordon Ken-
James McKenzie 
Richard Aitken (Trade) 
and Kenneth Hunter (Trade) 
Sub Committee Convenors: 
Education - C. N, George 
Finance - R Aitken 
Social - J. McKenzie 
Match & Handicap - R Day 
The West Section Spring Outing will be 
held at East Renfrewshire Golf Club on 
28th April. The cost for the day will be 
£ 10.00 which will include morning 
coffee, a 3 course lunch and high tea 
The Autumn Outing is provisionally 
booked for Tuesday, 6tn September at 
Gleddoch House Golf Club. Congratu-
lations go to James McKenzie for his new 
post as Head Greenkeeper at Renfrew Golf 
Club. James was previously employed by 
CawderGolfClub. Also congratulations 
go to Jamie Coutts who has moved from 
Beasde Golf Club to Walton Heath Golf 
Club as Assistant to Clive Osgood. The 
Committee wish both greenkeepers all 
the best in their new positions. 
The Committee ofthe West Section would 
like to wish everyone in the West a great 
golfing year and hope to see as many 
members as possible at the outings, etc 
that have been organised. 
R.Brewer 

RANSOMES Comprehensive range brochure of grasscutting and turf maintenance 
available upon request. 

RANSOMES BRING YOU A BETTER PRODUCT. 
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies, PLC, Ipswich, IP3 9QG Telephone Ipswich (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: 270030 



ftarmuiaturf 1 
The original FARMURA. For use from initial pre-seeding 
through to maintenance. FARMURA TURF improves 
germination, encourages quicker establishment of grass 
seed, root development, tillering and a dense sward 
without undesirable flushes of growth. FARMURA 
TURF encourages fine grasses and can be used in 
ecologically sensitive areas. As a soil conditioner 
FARMURA TURF will increase soil bacteria count 
enabling locked up nutrients to become available to the 
plant. Other benefits include improved drought and 
disease resistance. 
Uses: Reseeding, golf courses, sports pitches, racecourses, 

bowling greens, cricket pitches, land reclamation 
and ecologically sensitive areas. 

farmura green2 
FARMURA GREEN is specially formulated FARMURA 
TURF with the addition of iron and wetting agent. 
Designed particularly for areas needing a high standard 
of presentation and a deep green colour without 
excessive growth. Applications of FARMURA GREEN 
will encourage the development of finer grasses, 
improve drought and disease resistance and increase soil 
bacteria count. 
Uses: Golf greens, bowling greens, tennis courts, lawns, 

golf fairways and racecourses. 

farmura K, 
A tailor made product manufactured to your specific 
requirements. FARMURA-N can be formulated with 
other major nutrients to produce a specially balanced 
semi-organic fertiliser to suit your planned nutritional 
programme. Available to your requirement by 
discussion and quotation FARMURA-N offers major 
savings in time and equipment by only making one 
application. 
Uses: Land reclamation, low input management 

programmes. 

FERROSOL 
A major development in liquid iron application. 
FERROSOL, a unique iron-nitrogen bonded complex 
provides a quick green-up of the turf without over 
stimulation of growth and without wheelmarks or 
blackening. FERROSOL in liquid form can be mixed 
easily in water and is immediately available for spray or 
drench application. Ideal for use at any time when turf 
is in need of green-up boost throughout the year. 
Uses: Turf, fine turf, golf greens, bowling greens, tennis 

courts, lawns, shrubs, etc. 

An easily spreadable natural seaweed soil conditioner 
and improver. Applications of FARMGRAN will 
improve soil structure stimulating micro organisms and 
aiding moisture retention. FARMGRAN supplies all 
known trace elements in an organic chelated form for 
rapid assimilation by plants and fills the "fertility gap" 
so often present under today's high input management 
practices. Can also be incorporated into top dressing. 
Uses: Golf courses, sports fields, landscaping, seeding, 

planting and land reclamation. 

faimuia 
When trees or shrubs are lifted prior to transplanting a 
large proportion of the finer root structure is lost and 
consequently the plant is subject to much stress and 
re-establishment becomes more difficult. FARMURA 
PRE-PLANT is a creamy liquid root dip which reduces 
dehydration of the roots and provides a protecting semi-
permeable 'skin' protecting the roots from damage yet 
allowing them to breathe and take in moisture. 
Uses: All plant, shrub and tree , 

transplanting situations. / 

ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS 
For further information on any Farmura products, complete the coupon or write to FARMURA Ltd, 
Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, Kent TN27 9DU. Telephone: 023376 241 / ^ m 

/ 
All Farmura products are readily available from our nationwide network of regional distributors / • < 



RECOMMENDED MINIMUM SALARY/WAGES SCALE 

In response to many requests, the Association has formulated a recommended minimum 
salary/wages scale for 1988, although actual figures remain the subject of negotiation between 
the golf club and greenkeeping staff. The quoted rates apply to 18 hole golf courses. 

Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper £12,650 per annum* 
Deputy Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper £ 9,100 per annum* 
First Assistant £150.96 per week* 
Assistant Greenkeeper £ 141.54 per week * 
Apprentice 50% of Assistant Greenkeeper rate i.e. £ 70.77 per week * 
and to increase annually by 12.5% 

The First Assistant is a post designed to recognise a third-in-charge where appropriate to the 
size of the club. In cases where the First Assistant is the recognised Deputy the appropriate 
salary scale of £9,100 per annum should apply. 

N.B. Staff in possession of recognised qualifications should have this reflected in an addition 
to basic salary. 

* Basic conditions of employment should include:-

(1) where accommodation is provided by the Club it should be rent and rates 
free with heating/lighting costs borne by the club. 

(2) where accommodation is not provided by the club a suitable remuneration 
should be paid. 

(3) 40 hour week 

(4) Retirement Pension Scheme 

(5) Telephone costs on club business 

(6) Mileage allowance 

(7) Time off to attend lectures, demonstrations, BIGGA functions and 
tournaments. 

(8) If not salaried, basic overtime to be paid at time and a half with double time 
on Sundays and Statutory Holidays. 

OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 
To promote and advance all aspects of greenkeeping; to assist and encourage the proficiency of 
members; to arrange an International Annual Conference, educational seminars, functions 
and competitions; to maintain a Benevolent Fund; to act as an employment agency; to provide a 
magazine; to collaborate with any body or organisation which may in any way benefit the 
Association or its members or with which there may be a common interest; to cany out and 
perform any other duties or responsibilities which shall be in the general interests of the 
Association or its members. 



citermafion 
Do you think of Watermation as Europe's leading TURF IRRIGATION CONTRACTOR 

— the one with systems in all the best places? 

Quite right — WE ARE 

4 1 * 

Did you also know we are now Europe's leading 
MANUFACTURER OF QUALITY TURF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT? 

Right again — WE ARE 
No need to look any further, we can provide you with everything you need for your turf irrigation. 

Telephone us on Woking (04862) 70303 or 21009 for our catalogue 

Watermation Ltd., Monument Way E., Woking, Surrey GU21 5LY. Telex: 859224 FLEXON G. Tel: Woking (04862) 70303/21009 
or Stirling (0786) 70252, or Dublin (1) 789501 or Paris (1) 47 06 04 19. 

makes the cutting easy! 
With Turf blazer the cutting's easy—there's a choice of 
models from 22 to 78 horsepower, a choice of cutting 
decks with either rotary or cylinder units and a choice of 
working widths from 1.5 metres to 4.5 metres. 

The choice is yours, the productivity, economy and 
durability comes to you courtesy of Turf blazer, 

making the cutting easy— 
whatever the conditions. 

lurfblaier 
Out front in the cutting stakes 

To: Turfblazer Department, Iseki U.K. Ltd., Bydand Lane Industrial Estate, Little Paxton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PEW 4ES. 

Please send me details of the Turfblazer range. 

Name 

Address... 

.Position. 



Figure 2: Classic symptoms of take-all 

Figure 1: Initial symptoms of take-all on fíne turf 
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Neil BaMwfo* plftrrt pai&tftogist at thé Sports 
f u « f search Ins t i tu te , eoatitraes his research 
Mid* in t i l l s *ftl<8&> describes the eause o f take* 

FOR over a century, take-all 
patch disease has been 
recognised in agriculture as a 
problem of global importance, 
limiting significantly the 
productivity of pastureland 
and cereal crops. 
On British golf greens however, 
take-all was relatively un-
known until the 1950's when, 
to correct the extreme acidity 
of fairways of heathland 
courses, heavy applications of 
lime were made. Liming encou-
rages take-all, and severe 
outbreaks were recorded. 
During the next 25 years the 
damage done by liming was 
recognised and as this practice 
ceased, take-all declined. 
However, for reasons discussed 
later, take-all is once again on 
the increase.Consequently, due 
to the veiy destructive nature 
of take-all, its persistence and 
the absence of a chemical 
control measure, take-all is 
regarded as a potentially veiy 
serious problem in turf 
management. 
Take-all is caused by the 
fungus Geaumannomyces 
graminis, until recently named 
Ophiobolus graminis, hence 
the old common name for the 
disease, Ophiobolus patch. To 
standardise the names used for 
diseases on a worldwide basis, 
the correct name for this 
disease is now 'take-all' and the 
use of all previous names has 
been discontinued. 
On golf greens, the disease 
often appears initially as 
saucer shaped, slightly depres-
sed bare areas (Figure 1) con-
sisting mainly of dying bent-
grasses. Accurate diagnosis of 
the disease at this early stage 
can only be made by laboratory 
examination. If help is needed, 
send a turf sample to the STRI. 
These small patches may then 
enlarge into a ring, measuring 
up to 30 cm in diameter (Figure 
2), of bleached or bronzed 
bentgrasses, the centre of each 
ring being occupied by plants 
resistant to the disease such as 
fescues, annual meadow-grass 

and broad leaved weeds. 
Eventually, adjacent rings may 
coalesce, resulting in large 
irregular patches on greens or 
fairways (Figure 3). Although 
the disease is active only 
during the warmer parts of the 
year, the symptoms of attack 
usually appear in late summer. 

DISEASE CYCLE 
While most greenkeepers are 
aware that it is the bentgrasses 
that are veiy susceptible to 
take-all and consequently 
suffer most damage, the way in 
which the disease attacks the 
plant is not widely understood. 
Take-all survives the winter in 
the soil as spores and dormant 
mycelium awaiting more 
favourable conditions the 
following spring.When warmer 
soil temperatures arrive, the 
fungus penetrates the vascular 
tissues of the plant, thus 
preventing the uptake of water 
and nutrients. Infected roots 
then turn brown and die and 
consequently affected turf may 
be easily detached from the 
surface. The disease then 
spreads up the plant as runner 
hyphae (thick mycelial threads 
which run in lines on the 
surface of the plant) which 
eventually penetrate the crown 
and kill the plant. The disease 
then produces flask shaped 
structures (perithecia) filled 
with spores which can then be 
spread by wind or water-splash 
to new areas. 

FAVOURED CONDITIONS 
When a greenkeeper first exper-
iences the disease on his course 
the first question he may ask is 
"Why has the disease suddenly 
appeared here?" In fact the 
disease has probably been 
present all the time. 
During the 1970's an extensive 
survey of British golf courses 
revealed that Gaeuman-
nomyces graminis is nearly 
always present in turf at low 
population levels, even if the 
symptoms of disease attack 
have not been seen. Thus, if the 

fungal inoculum with potential 
to cause take-all is there, the 
disease can develop once turf 
conditions are favourable. 
There are two main reasons 
why take-all in most 
situations remains at these 
naturally low disease levels. 
Firstly, present in the turf and 
soil are many other fungi and 
bacteria that are antagonistic 
to take-all and suppress the 
disease to such an extent that 
its pathogenic activities are 
almost totally inhibited. 
Any turf management practice 
that is detrimental to these 
antagonists may consequently 
lead to an outbreak of take-all. 
For example, sand-constructed 
greens are naturally low in 
antagonists and as such, are 
prone to take-all. The use of 
sterilised turf or materials in 
which the antagonists have 
been killed also aids rapid 
colonisation by take-all. 
Secondly, a strong relation-
ship between turf pH and take-
all has been identified. It has 
now been well established that 
a sudden raising of the turf pH 
by the (often not deliberate) 
application of alkaline 
materials can lead to severe 
take-all attacks. 
On golf courses, the application 
of lime is rare and generally 
only acidic fertilizers are used. 
However, there are several 
other possible sources of 
alkalinity. If water is taken 
from irrigation bore holes it 
can be hard, i.e. contain lime. 
Thus, every time the watering 
system is used, lime is being 
applied. However, in most 
cases this is not of major 
concern as not all water 
classified as "hard" has a high 
enough lime content to 
appreciably raise the turf Ph. 
Another important source of 
lime is the sand used either in 
construction or top dressing. If 
this sand has a high lime con-
tent then, particularly in wet 
regions where the lime can go 
into solution quickly, a rapid 
increase in turf pH can occur. 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
It must be emphasised that 
once the disease has become 
established, there is no 
effective control measure. 
At present two fungicides, 
namely carbendazim and 

» 
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chlorothalonil, have a manu-
facturer's recommendation for 
control of take-all. At best 
these chemicals will give short 
term suppression of the disease 
only, and sometimes, 
following an application of 
these materials, the take-all 
will reappear at higher levels 
than previously. It is thought 
that the reason for this is that 
the fungicide will inhibit fungi 
in the soil that are antago-
nistic to the take-all and 
consequently this biological 
control mechanism is lost. 
Consequently, fungicides may 
inhibit the process of take-all 
decline (see later) and therefore 
applications should be kept to 
a minimum.However much can 
be done to lessen the severity of 
a take-all attack. All efforts 
must be aimed at preventing 
outbreaks. 
Firstly, the conditions under 
which the disease is likely to 
occur must be recognised. The 
sand construction method of 
building greens appear 
particularly vulnerable as 
sand can support only a low 
population of antagonists. 
There is some evidence that 
new courses built in woodland 
areas (where soils are low in 
antagonists) are also prone to 
the disease. By far the best 
prevention of take-all can be 
achieved by careful manage-
ment of turf pH. Any practice 
that will rapidly increase turf 

TAKE-ALL DECLINE 

YEAR OF DISEASE DEVELOPMENT 

Figure 4: Take-all decline 

pH should not be used. 
Determine the lime content of 
sands used for construction, 
bunkers or top dressing. Also, 
be aware of any other possible 
sources of alkalinity, e.g. 
fertilizer and irrigation water. 
A long term solution to take-
all is offered by a phenomenon 
known as take-all decline, in 
which, given the right 
conditions, the disease will 
become less severe and 
disappear of its own accord. 
Consequently, once the disease 
has become established, our 
aim must be to establish these 
conditions so that the eradi-
cation of take-all is achieved 
as quickly as possible. 

TAKE-ALL DECLINE 
The decline of take-all takes 
place when the disease, after 
being present in an area for a 
number of years, apparently 
disappears, even if no active 
control measures have been 
taken. 
In this country, three years 
may elapse before the disease 
becomes severe and may then 
be present at significant levels 
for a further one or two years. 
Associated with this increase 
in severity of take-all is a build 
up of antagonistic fungi and 
bacteria in the soil. 
Eventually the antagonists 
reach a point where they are 
able to inhibit the take-all and 
consequently the disease 
declines. These antagonists 
can be divided into two groups. 
Firstly, bacteria, certain soil 
fungi such as Trchoderma spp 
and strepto-mycetes which are 
able to produce antibiotics 

and thus inhi-
bit the take-all. 
Secondly a 
fungus known 
as Phialophora 
has been shown 
to colonise 
roots and thus 
leave little avai-
lable root for 

ANTAGONISTS take-all attack. 
E x p e r i m ents 
are in progress 
at the STRI in 
which labora-
tory cultures of 
fungi have been 
added to turf 
infected by take-
all in an atte-
mpt to boost 

Figure 3: Extensive take-all damage 

this process of decline. 
Take-all decline can be 
promoted as follows: As new 
outbreaks of the disease occur 
rarely in acidic turf, take-all 
can be discouraged by appli-
cation of calcined sulphate of 
iron. 
Application of fungicides 
should be kept to a minimum 
as they may inhibit the build-
up of antagonists responsible 
for take-all decline. Outbreaks 
of fusarium patch disease can 
be prevented to a great extent 
by cultural control methods, 
thus minimising the need for 
fungicides. 
Ensure healthy vigorous turf 
growth by supplying essential 
nutrients. Phosphates promote 
good root growth (and conse-
quently discourage take-all) 
and potassium is generally 
regarded as beneficial as it 
enables the plant to withstand 
disease attack. Whilst these 
elements are often present at 
adequate levels in most greens, 
chemical analysis of soil 
samples in cases of take-all 
outbreak can determine the 
need for any fertilizer 
applications. 
G. graminis, the causal fungus 
of take-all, survives unfavour-
able periods on dead plant 
material in the thatch layer. 
Remove excessive thatch by 
mechanical operations, e.g. hol-
low tining and scarification. 
Take-all is usually most severe 
on wet, water retentive turf, as 
the disease spreads in water. 
Attention to drainage is 
consequently important. 
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THE 
RITE WAY 

NOT THE 
RITE WAY 

Ritefeed offers you the Rite product for the job 
whatever the problem. S o i l I m p r o v e r s 

• Ritefeed - feeds the soil as 
well as the turf. 

• Ritefeed with Iron - the 
benefit of Ritefeed with a green 
up. 

• Ritefeed with Iron and 
Magnesium - sandy soils and 
sand construction, the Rite 
answer. 

N e w P r o d u c t s 
• Ritefeed with Blood - it's the 

best, try it and believe it. 
• Liquiturf - 100% natural 

grass juice. 

• Liquiturf with Iron -
goodness, greenness. 

• Liquiturf with Blood -
enzymes, nitrogen, iron and it's 
totally organic. 

F e e d s 
• Ritefeed Spring & Summer -

the name says it all. 

• Ritefeed Extra N - a growing 
success. 

• Ritefeed Foliar 
under stress. 

• Ritefeed Fairway 
balanced feed. 

perfect for turf 

economical 

P r o b l e m C o n t r o l 
• Aquarite with Iron - the Rite 

answer to water problems. 

• Rite Moss - effective and 
economical. 

N e w P r o d u c t 
• Ritefeed Event - the grass is 

always greener. 

• Ritefeed Autumn & Winter 
Conditioner with Iron - winter 
hardiness with a green up. 

N e w P r o d u c t 
• Ritefeed Extra N Slow 

Release - containing Didin the 
tried and tested Nitrogen 
Inhibitor. 

Leaders in Organic Turf Care 

Brook Street Mill, Brook Street, 
Preston, Lancashire, PR1 7NH. 
Tel. (0772) 53521 and (0524) 791615. 



mmrjmmiKooo 
6th Tournament 
DESPITE the October 
hurricane which swept south 
east England and changed the 
landscape overnight, the 18 
and 9-hole courses at 
Woodbridge Golf Club in 
Suffolk, venue for this year's 
Ransomes 6th International 
Golf Greenkeepers and 
Superintendents Tournament, 
are back in excellent shape. 
At the previous meeting three 

years ago at St. Andrews, 13 
countries were represented at 
the tournament, and this 
year's event at Woodbridge, on 
Wednesday, 5th October, is 
expected to attract competitors 
from even more countries. 
Bordering the club's 9-hole 

course is Rendlesham Forest, 
virtually destroyed by the gale. 
But within days after head 
greenkeeper Lyn Arbon and 
his staff had set to work with 
chainsaws, both the 18 and 9-
hole courses were back in play. 
None of the tees, fairways or 
greens were damaged and 
although members are aware 
of changes in the landscape 
when playing the 18-hole 
course, it has not lost any of 
its charm. 
Although the 9-hole course 

itself is back to what it was 
before the hurricane, the 
devastated Rendlesham Forest 
leaves visitors in no doubt 
about what happened in 
October. 

Pictured below is Lyn Arbon, 
head greenkeeper at Woodbridge Golf 

BRITISH TURF 
IRRIGATION E l i i l l f M 

THE Buyer's Guide in this issue 
includes for the first time a 
full listing of all full and 
provisional members of the 
British Turf Irrigation 
Association. These members 
are committed in their work to 
the published standards of the 
BTIA, and to the Code of Ethics 
and the conditions and details 
applying to installation work 
which are set out in the Guide 
to the BTIA, obtainable from 
the BTIA Secretary (address 
below and in the Buyer's Guide 
entry) at £2.50 including 
postage. 
The British Turf Irrigation 

Association was founded in 
1978, and now has 19 full 
members, as well as 
provisional and associate 
members. 
At the Annual General 

Meeting last December the 
chairman, Peter Roberts, took 
stock and looked ahead to 
further developments. He 
described BTIA participation 
in the National Turfgrass 
Council's event at Coventry in 
October, and the production of 
the new edition of the Guide to 
the BTIA. 
For the future, he spoke of the 

need for a professional 
qualification within the 
industry: the Association was 
already working on this, to 
develop a structure of training 
which would lead to the 
certification of Association 
members' staff, and so 
improve still further the 
service they could give and the 
confidence with which 
customers could deal with 
BTIA members. Peter Roberts 
also foresaw closer liaison 
with the water industry on 
technical matters; with the 
landscaping industry to widen 
and develop the use of 
irrigation in landscaping 
work; and with the various 
organisations represented in 
the National Turfgrass 
Council to help the NTC 
become the focus for regular 

and comprehensive 
conferences for the benefit of 
all concerned with turf and 
amenity grass. 
The BTIA is concerned with 
every kind of sports and 
recreational turf, and with 
landscape uses of irrigation 
also. This broad scope is 
evident in the recent second 
edition of Your Guide to the 
British Turf Irrigation 
Association. 
The previous guide had been 

largely concerned with golf in 
the minimum standards and 
other technical information it 
gave. The new and larger guide 
shows how general minimum 
standards can be applied to all 
turf and landscape irrigation 
systems, in addition to those 
special standards which are 
then explained for golf 
courses, bowling greens, sports 
areas of all kinds, and 
landscapes. 
The guide also has a new 
section of "useful 
information", as well as the 
conditions and details 
applying to installation work 
and the BTIA code of ethics 
which are the basis of 
customer confidence in the 
members of the Association. 
Behind it all is the assurance 
that a client or customer may 
have recourse to the BTIA 
secretary in all cases of 
dissatisfaction with work by a 
member of the BTIA and if 
adequate redress has not been 
obtained after taking the 
matter up with the contractor. 
The Association's secretary is 

an officer independent of all 
member companies, and 
would deal with any problem 
as fully, quickly and carefully 
as possible, to maintain the 
good name of the Association. 
All this information is in the 
guide, obtainable on payment 
of £2.50 (postage included) 
from The Secretary, British 
Turf Irrigation Association, 3 
Ferrands ParkWay, Harden, 
West Yorks. BD16 1HZ. 
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New pump from 
Grundfos 
GRUNDFOS pumps has 
strengthend its CR range of 
Vertical Multistage In-Line 
pumps with the introduction of 
a new model, the CR8, which 
extends the performance 
capability of the CR range, 
filling the gap between CR4 and 
CR16 models. 
The CR8 will gradually replace 

the established CP8, although 
the CP8 will continue in 
production for replacement 
purposes, with spares available 
for many years. 
The manufacturers say the 

new pump provides greater 
efficiency, as well as an 
improved NPSH curve, smaller 
more compact dimensions and 
reduced weight. 
Covering flows from 6 to 12 

M3/hr, the CR8 offers 13 perfor-
mance variations at heads up 
to 205 metres, with a liquid 
temperature range of - 20 
degrees centigrade to + 120 
degrees. 
Models CR8-10 to CR8-120 

have a maximum operating 
pressure of 16 bars, whilst 
models CR8-140 to CR8-200 
can operate at system pressures 
up to 25 bars. 
As with the entire CR range, 

the CR8 is suitable for 
numerous water supply 
applications, including 
industrial transfer and cooling 
circuits, boiler feed, pressure 
boosting and distribution for 
factories, high rise dwellings 
and offices. 
The new pump continues the 

Grundfos tradition of using 
fabricated stainless steel for 
vital components such as 

impellers, intermediate 
chambers and outer sleeve. 
This material combines 
strength, lightweight and 
resistance to corrosion, 
ensuring sustained 
performance, long life and 
operational efficiency. 
The use of a splined pump 

shaft enables improved 
assembly and faster, easier 
service. Additionally, split 
coupling allows motor removal 
and replacement without 
dismantling the pump unit. 
Diamond polished tungsten 

carbide faces are used for the 
mechanical shaft seal, giving 
resistance to wear. The water 
lubricated pump bearings are 
manufactured from tungsten 
carbide and ceramics to ensure 
long operating life between 
service intervals. 
Further information can be 

obtained from Grundfos Pumps 
Ltd on (0525) 850000. 

Pesticides Applications Log 
DUE to the requirements of the 
Control of Pesticides Act 1986 
to record all spraying 
operations, Chipman Limited 
have produced 'The Chipman 
Pesticides Applications Log" to 
enable operators to record 
accurately the spray 
applications they make. 
The applications log contains 

all the necessary information 

to be recorded - rate of 
application, area to be treated, 
spray volume etc and a special 
"tear off' instruction sheet for 
each operator. 
They are available direct from 

Chipman technical represen-
tatives or contact Chipman, on 
Horsham (0403) 60341 or 
Harrogate (0423) 68658, for 
your copy. 

TBDB Institute of Qrouhdsman-
ship is to move its ¿unnuallOG 
Sports and Leisure World Trade 
Exhibition from Win 
Racecourse td the East of 
England Showground at . 
Peterborough in 19904 
The move has been made .•"••' 

necessary because of the 
exhibition^ unprecedented 
success;̂  n0w and existing 
exhibitor^ are clamouring for 
space, the 35,000 visitors 
annually Have increasing 
expectations, and there is a|S 
grpy^rig number of delegations 
from overseas. 
While the Institute greatly 
regrets that the move will 
terminate a long and happy 
association with Windsor 
Racecourse, it looks forward to 
the development which will 
now be possible as a result of 
the more extensive and 
sophisticated facilities at 
Peterborough, 
The change of venue brings 

one other marked benefit for 
exhibitors - the 1990 
exhibition date will be almost 
two weeks earlier in the 
calendar, September 4,5 and 6, 
The 1988 exhibition will, of 

course^ take place at Windsor 
onSepteinber 20,21 arid 22, 
whilst the 1989 dates (at Wind-
sor) are September 19,20 & 21. 
Underlining the need for a 

move, this year's exhibition 
will be the largest ever; A 
record amount of trade stand 
space has already been booked; 
there is a greater demand for 
the demonstration areas; and a 
heavier than usual number of 
inquiries both from the UK and 
overseas have been received. 
The total showground site at 

Peterborough covers some 310 
acres of fine parkland, 
providing approximately 
365,000 sqm of outdoor space, 
and 2,500 sqm of indoor 
accoriuno with a 
further 4,500 sqm covered 
space held in 
Of the 105 acres allocated to 

the event, 60,000 sqm have 
been reserved immediately 
adjacent to exhibitors* stands 
forjwOT 
For further information, con-

tact the IOG on 0908 311856; 



THE Master Groundsman and 
Young Groundsman of the Year 
Awards for 1988 are once again 
being organised by the Institute 
ofGroundsmanship, and this 
year ICI Professional Products 
have agreed to be sponsors of 
the event. 
The annual Awards, now in 

their eighth year, have undoub-
tedly become the sports and 
leisure industry's most reward-
ing competition - with dozens 
of prizes, totalling £10,000. 
The Master Groundsman and 

Young Groundsman of theYear 
will each win a trip to the 
GCSAA Convention, which 
will be held in Anaheim, 
California in February 1989. 
They will also receive an 
engraved silver salver. 
The runner-up in each 

category will be invited to an 
extended weekend in Germany 
where they will visit research 
facilities and trials centres. 
The two third prize winners 

will be invited to visit the ICI 
salt mines in Cheshire - a mile 
underground! - and Europe's 
biggest. 
All 18 finalists will receive an 
engraved crystal decanter. 
The employer of both the 

Master Groundsman and the 
Young Groundsman of the Year 
will receive £500 worth of 
"Longlife" turf fertilisers from 
ICI Professional Products. 
Similarly, the college, 
university or study centre with 
the largest number of student 
entries will receive £500 worth 
of "Longlife" fertilisers. 

Groundsman 
awards total 
£10,000 
The IOG branch with the 

highest number of its own 
members taking part in the 
1988 competition will receive a 
cash award of£100. There will 
be runner-up prizes of £75, £50 
and £25. 
The competitions are open to 

everyone involved directly in 
the management or mainte-
nance of sports and leisure turf-
culture facilities: groundsmen, 
greenkeepers, park officers, 
estate managers, trainees and 
apprentices, and students. 
There is no entry fee, and 

membership of the Institute of 
Groundsmanship is not 
necessary. 
The Master Groundsman 

competition is open to 
everyone over the age of 22, and 
there is no upper age limit. 
Entrants for the Young 
Groundsman of the Year 
competition must be over the 
age of 16, and not have reached 
22 years by 31 st December 
1988. 
The final date for receipt of 

entries will be 12 noon on 
Tuesday 31st May 1988, and 
initial adjudications will take 
place during June 1988. 
Regional interviews will be 

held during the period July/ 
August and will be conducted 
by representatives of the 
Institute ofGroundsmanship, 
ICI Professional Products and 

the local ICI Professional 
Products distributors. The 
distributors will be organising 
prizes for the regional semi-
finalists in each category. 
Finally, nine regional Master 

Groundsman and nine regional 
Young Groundsman finalists 
will be invited to spend an 
expenses-paid day in London 
on Monday 31 st October 1988, 
where they will be seen 
personally at The Reform Club, 
in London's Pall Mall, by a 
panel comprised of 
representatives of the Institute 
ofGroundsmanship, the 
Technical Services Division of 
ICI Professional Products, and 
independent experts. 
The panel's decision will be 
announced that same evening 
at the annual IOG Educational 
Awards ceremony, also held at 
The Reform Club, where the 
winners and runners-up will 
receive their prizes. 
The nine regions of the compe-

tition are: Scotland; Northern 
Ireland; North-West England 
and North Wales; North-East 
England; The Midlands and 
Central Wales; East Anglia; 
London and South-East 
England; South West England 
and South Wales; and Eire. 
Entry forms are now 

obtainable from The Institute 
ofGroundsmanship, 19-23 
Church Street, The Agora, 
Wolverton, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks and ICI Professional 
Products, Woolmead House 
East, Woolmead Walk, 
Farnham, Surrey. 

TURF MACHINERY SPARES 
UK DISTRIBUTORS FOR R-R REPLACEMENT SPARE PARTS 

Telephone No.'s 04862 64467/28658 anytime 
HOW MUCH ARE YOU PAYING FOR YOUR SPARE PARTS? 

TOO MUCH WE SUSPECT 
TAKE A LOOK AT THE PRICES BELOW AND SEE TREMENDOUS 

SA VINGS POSSIBLE WHEN YOU BUY FROM 
TURF MACHINERY SPARES 

MANUFACTURERS T.M.S. 
PRICE PRICE 

CUSHMAN C.B. POINTS 
CUSHMAN CONDENSER 
CUSHMAN GASKET SET 

£11.18 £4.95 
£4.53 £2.95 
£18.39 £13.95 

RYAN GREENSAIRE PUSHR0D £31.68 £18.95 
RYAN GREENSAIRE SLIDE ASSEMBLY £125.63 £79.95 
RYAN GREENSAIRE 1/2 HOLLOW TINE£1.65 £0.95 
ALSO SPARES SUITABLE FOR T0R0 G.M. 3/30 AVAILABLE 
All original equipment manufacturers names, drawings, colours and part 
numbers are used for identification ourooses onlv 
WEST PORT FARM, H0RSELL COMMON, WOKING, SURREY. GU21 4YA 

OATRIDGE 
AGRICULTURAL 

COLLEGE 

C NEW COURSE FOR 1988 J 
FULL-TIME CERTIFICATE IN SPORTS TURF AND GOLF COURSE 

MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
The College also offers full-time and part-time courses in the following 

areas:- AMENITY HORTICULTURE - AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING 
AGRICULTURE - HORSE MANAGEMENT 

Further details aválable from:-
The Principal, Oatridge Agricultural College, Ecclesmachan, Broxburn, 

EH52 6NH Tel: (0506) 854387 Residential facilities available 
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Flying visit 
NINE sales staff with Frews, 
Ransomes' dealer for the the 
majority of Scotland, flew 
from Edinburgh to Norwich 
and on to Ipswich by road, to 
attend two days of training at 
the Company's Nacton Works. 
Although most of them are 
men of long experience and 
standing within Scotland's 
turfgrass industry, they 
nevertheless welcomed the 
opportunity to be brought up to 
date with Ransomes product 
range and to discuss matters of 
mutual interest with the 

company's marketing and 
technical personnel. 
In addition to spending time 

in the classroom, the visitors 
also tried out the equipment 

for themselves. The opportu-
nity was also taken for them 
to see something of Ransomes 
product development and 
manufacturing facilities. 

STRI retirements 
TWO long-serving, senior STRI 
staff members retire together 
on 13th May 1988. They are 
Mr J P Shildrick, RA, CBiol, 
MIBiol, FIHort, who has been 
the assistant director for 20 
years, and Mr B M Wood, GCIS, 
who has been the secretary for 
33 years. 
John Shildrick's principal 

involvement has been with the 
Institute's research 
programme. He has initiated 
many new projects over the 
years, including pioneering 
the testing of grass cultivars 
for amenity use. This latter 
resulted each year in the 
production of the Turfgrass 
Seed leaflets outlining the 
attributes of good cultivars of 
turfgrasses which are 

marketed for sports turf use. 
Brian Wood, as institute 

secretary, has been essentially 
a "back-room boy" whose 
many responsibilities have 
included the administration, 
personnel and accounting 
functions of the Institute. 
The secretary designate is 

MrTRWheeldon, FCA, who 
has wide industrial experience 
as a financial director and 
company secretary in textiles. 

FERTILISER specialists Vitax 
Limited have appointed a new 
distributor for their Key Range 
of products designed for sports 
turf, amenity areas and the 
leisure industry in South 
Wales. They are Celtic Mowers 
Ltd, Celtic House, Fabian Way, 
Swansea, West Glamorgan, 
Tel: 0792 41517/41220 

H e w C o n s u l t a n c y 
¿OMAWbtfTt* un t i l recent ly, 
technical manager for 

in 
announced the launch ofh is 
new venture, JonAHbut t^ 

a eoasdltaney that 
UpWimst&in servtefctO 
«ro^i i i ty l i o r t i c i x l t ^ ^ & i l l ! 
Concentrating ini t ia l ly on 

giving advice and support t o 
m a n a g e who are b a l i n g 
i r i th thenewF&PA I I , ' 
regulations, ¿f on AUbutt 
Associates oflfera cotnprehen« 
slve service from design and 
posit ioning of * tore$* choice of 
c l i n i c a l pesticides and spray-
ing systems t o conducting an 
audit t o determine the number 

Tei: 0999 details. 

The very best for less in Golf Course Equipment 
Ttaffic Control Stakes Slimflex Swivel Flagpole 

multi-purpose stake, complete with hook, 
sea with chain or rope makes instant When usei 

fencing particularly suitable for directing 
players, trolleys etc. around G.U.R. or areas 
of turf where heavy traffic patterns have 
occurred. 
Available in packs of 10. 
10% discount for orders of 5 packs or more. 

T E T E E W A v a i l a b l e ONLY from TACIT. 

high. Carriage ^ M V S B 

For the Golfer an instant indication of wind 
direction without tangling around the flagpole./ 
For the Greens Staff simplicity itself. No 
special tools, or especially adapted flags. 
Just pull the flag on and tie as normal. A 
boon if flags are changed frequently for 
Society or Championship events. 
For the Greens Committee a swivel flagpole j 
for less money than most other ordinary 
flagpoles Introductory free flag offer ends 1st May 

i 
.99 
each 

High tensile, championship quality Fibreglass. 
Available in packs of 10. size T 3" x 1/2" 

Unit 3, 3 Millers Lane, Monks Kirby, Rugby CV23 OR J. Tel: (0788) 832166 CareZ. 



Cushman going great! 
SUSTAINED recognition of 
the year-round turf 
maintenance capabilities of 
the Cushman Turf Care 
System has been marked by 
excellent sales figures for the 
past six months. 
In fact, more than 50 Turf 

Truckster vehicles, complete 
with Huxley and Cushman turf-
care and load-carrying 
attachments, have been 
delivered to customers and 
dealers since the 1987 Royal 
Windsor Show by the 
Cushman distributor for the 
British Isles, Huxleys Grass 
Machinery. 
It is clear that greenkeepers 

and other professional 
groundstaJffcontinue to 
appreciate the time, labour 
and cost-saving contribution 
that Cushman equipment can 
make to their all-season turf 
maintenance operations. 
First sold in Britain by 

Huxleys more than ten years 
ago, the Cushman Turf Care 
System today comprises the 2 
Bob Wiles, head greenkeeper at the RA 
Cushman Turf Truckster 

and 4 Wheel Turf Truckster 
vehicles together with a 
complementary range of 
specialist attachments. 
Turf-care equipment includes 

aerators, a scarifier, a top 
dresser, a sprayer, a drag mat 
and brush, a mole blade, reel 
mowers and a fertiliser 
spreader. Huxleys also offer a 
number of alternative load-
canying bodies. 
Huxleys believe that there is 

no better way for prospective 
purchasers to judge the 
attributes of the Cushman 
Turf Truckster and its range of 
attachments than by a 
working demonstration on 
their own ground and they 
will be delighted to arrange 
this in any part of the UK. 
For further information, 

contact Huxleys Grass 
Machinery at either Hillside, 
Thorpe Lea Road, Egham, 
Surrey TW20 8JG (Tel: 0784 
38666) or The Dean, New 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 
9BL (Tel: 0962 733222). 

itry Club, Surrey, with the club's latest 

WINNER of the Maxicrop 
Supergrass Competition at 
Scotsturf'87 was district parks 
superintendent, Mr N Trainer 
of Aldbar Cottage, by Brechin 
who won a gift voucher for 
£100. 
Almost 200 people entered the 

competition, and the answers 
to the questions demonstrated 
considerable awareness and 
knowledge of the Maxicrop 
amenities range. Not 

surprisingly, the main 
stumbling block for most 
competitors was estimating 
the number of horses exercised 
each day on the gallops at 
Newmarket, where Maxicrop 
is used to great advantage. 
(Answer: 2,500). 
Runner-up in the competition 

and winner of a £50 voucher 
was Mr R Bartlett of Girvan, 
who is a greenkeeper at 
Turnberry. 

Handy fleet of 
mowers... 
DEREK BELCHER director of 
Handy Garden Machinery, 
Swindon, casts a final eye on 
the latest fleet of Allen 
National 68 Triple Mowers the 
company is supplying to 
Gloucester Education. 
The Allen National 68 is 

being supplied in 1988 with a 
Kawasaki 7.5hp four stroke 
engine as standard. 
The smoothness and quiet 

running of this engine is 
already proving a popular 
feature with operators using 
the first of the 1988 
production machines. 
Also now as standard are six 

bladed cutting cylinders all 
round. What has not altered is 
the price, unchanged for two 
years at £2795 plus VAT. 
For further details on the 

Allen range, phone Allen 
Power Equipment on 
813936. 



First & Foremost 
M in the fight for 

vegetation 
control 

A comprehensive 
range with a 
quality of service 
that's difficult 
to beat - why 
settle for less? 
For further information or advice on 
specific problems, contact your 
usual supplier or Environmental 
Products at the address below. « MAY & BAKER 

? RHÔNE-POULENC GROUP i 

Environmental Products Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Tel: (0277) 261414. 

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 

The control of vegetation and its 
associated problems calls for 
professional management and 
cost effective solutions. 
Environmental Products supply 
a wide range of herbicides, 
fungicides and insecticides, as 
well as products to control moss 
and to restrict grass growth. 
In addition to the range of 
pesticides, ancilliary products 
including "Dyon" spray 
colourant, "Lurmark" filters and 
nozzles, knapsack sprayers, 
granule applicators and 
dispensing pumps are 
available. 
The key is the provision of a 
service and range that is 
second to none. To assist in 
training and education, 
Environmental Products have 
also produced a wealth of 
information for the professional. 

Information 
Service 

Videos and 
Literature 

A comprehensive range of literature 
incorporates six professional guides 
and three training videos. 
Details of videos, booklets and 
further information on any of the 
products may be obtained from your 
usual supplier. 
SUPERTOX 30 
contains 2, 4-D/mecoprop 
SERITOX TURF 
contains dichlorprop/MCPA 
MILDOTHANE TURF LIQUID 
contains thiophanate-methyl 
ROVRAL GREEN 
contains iprodione 
ROVRAL GRANULES 
contains iprodione 
SUPER MOSSTOX 
contains dichlorophen 
CASTAWAY PLUS 

containsthiophanate-methyl/lindane 
CROSSFIRE 
contains chlorpyrifos 
MOWCHEM 
contains mefluidide 
CLEARWAY 
contains simazine/aminotriazole/ 
ammonium thiocyanate 
SPASOR 
contains glyphosate 
All other brand names are trade marks. 
CROSSFIRE is a product of The Dow 
Chemical Company, sold under licence. 
SPASOR is a product of Monsanto PLC., 
sold under licence. 
MOWCHEM contains mefluidide which is a 
product of Gordon International sold under 
licence. 
DYON is a product of The Regal Chemical 
Co., sold under licence. 
LURMARK is a product of Lurmark Ltd, 
sold under licence. 



MOTílíB®«. O O O 

Free leaflet 
from Rocol 
A NEW colour leaflet from 
Rocol shows how to mark out 
all kinds of surfaces quickly 
and easily using the Rocol 
Easyline system. 
The leaflet illustrates the full 

range of eight Rocol Easyline 
applicators together with 
twelve highly visible marking 
paints and two stencil kits, all 
designed for professional 
marking inside and out. 
Typical applications are 
shown - carparks, warehouses, 
road repairs, school play-
grounds and sports centres,etc. 
Details of the twelve Easyline 

applicators (eight standard, 
four fluorescent) available 
line widths and major range 
features are also shown. 
Copies of the leaflet are 

available from the publicity 
department, Rocol Limited, 
Rocol House, Swillington, 
Leeds LS26 8BS. 

PILTLAND CHEMICALS are 
now distributing the effective 
fumigant Phostoxin for mole 
control in amenity grass areas 
Phostoxin is packed in 

aluminium flasks contains 30 
x 3g tablets and the minimum 
order is one pack often flasks. 
Further information, and a 

leaflet on mole control, can be 
obtained from Piltland 
Chemicals,Woodcroft House, 
Old Vicarage Drive, Appleby, 
South Humberside, DN15 OBY. 
Tel: (0724) 734025 or 732101. 

Turfland roadshow on the road 
THE Turfland Roadshow is on 
its way! 
During March and April 

Turfland Professional Ltd will 
be demonstrating many of the 
range of Brouwer turf-care 
machinery at selected 
locations throughout the UK. 
The Brouwer range of turf-

care machinery includes turf 
rollers, sodcutters, verticut 
and reel mowers, vacs and 
fairway mowers. Thèy all have 
an excellent record for quality 
and reliability, with first-
class spares and back-up 
service provided by the 
Turfland team and their 
wealth of expertise. 
The Roadshows present the 

existing and prospective 
customer with the invaluable 
opportunity of examining and 
seeing in action the Brouwer 
machinery at first hand, 
before buying, and of speaking 
to the experts. In tandem with 
the Roadshows a competition 
is being run, the first prize 
being a luxury expenses-paid 
weekend for two in Cheshire, 
with theatre tickets and a 
Chinese Banquet thrown in 
for goof measure. 
Entry to the Turfland 

Roadshow is be invitation 
only. For your personal 
invitation, and for details of 
dates and venues* ring Janet 
Westmore on 09286 272/261. 

New literature 
MAXWELL HART have just 
produced some new items of 
product literature for the 
recreation and amenity 
market which are intended to 
broaden the reader's aware-
ness and understanding of a 
given subject at the same time 
as imparting the latest details 
of the Hart product range. 
The most significant example 

of this is seen with the 
"Passport" series of booklets 
on Fertiliser, Grass Seed and 
Chemicals. The former two 
were first published in Spring 
1987 and such was the 
response from customers, the 
print run for these new 
editions has been increased by 
300% and a chemical booklet 

is included for the first time. 
Copies of this literature are 

available, free of charge, from 
the Hart sales offices or 
representatives, although 
some 4,000 customers will 
have receive passport booklets 
through the post already. 

BRITISH SEED HOUSES have 
announced that their 1988 
Amenity Grass Seed, Sports-
ground, Fertiliser and Wild 
Flora catalogue is now 
available. The catalogue has 
been completely redesigned 
this year, and includes a novel 
mixture selector chart where, 
at a glance, it can be seen what 
grasses are being used in a 
given mixture. 
For your copy, call J onathan 

Franks on 0865 510702. 

GREENKEEPING COURSES 
Reaseheath offers Greenkeeping Courses for 1988. 

A Y.T.S. TRIANING PROGRAMME... As managing agents for an approved 
Greenkeeping Training Scheme, Reaseheath can manage golf course placements. 
PHASE II GREENKEEPING... Available as both Day Release and Block Release 
PHASE II GREENKEEPING MACHINERY COURSE... A new course especially 
designed for greenkeepers to cover the principles of machinery, basic repair 
work and diagnostic fault analysis. 
PHASE III GOLF COURSE MANAGEMENT... A flourishing management level 
course for those having successfully completed Phase II and ambitious 
greenkeepers aspiring to management. (Limited numbers). 
F.E.P.A.... Foundation modules and Testing 

... Operation modules and Testing 
available at:-
REASEHEATH 
for further information on any courses write to Dennis Mortram, 
Cheshire College of Agriculture, 
Reaseheath, Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 6DF. 

TURF MACHINERY HIRE 

NOW IS THE TIME... 

LET US HOLLOW TINE YOUR 
GREENS WITH THE 

RYAN GREENSAIRE 
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

MANY OTHER MACHINES 
FOR SALE and HIRE 

Phone Gerald Brooks on 04862 28658 - 04862 64467 anytime 
WEST PORT FARM, HORSELL COMMON, WOKING, SUIUIEY. GU21 3YA 



"FENDRESSr 
THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS 
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES 

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt 
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free 
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens. 

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for 
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality. 

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15, 
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC. 

PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 

Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your 
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat 
("Fenpeat") in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow. 
Screened Loam, etc. 

Please telephone T.J Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices. 

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court, 
Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7NL. 
Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346. 

MOLEY SMOKE! 
If you are getting the hump over unsightly mole 

hills, this is the effective treatment: 

Hiojtoxii ® 

ixin 
FUMIGATION TABLETS 

KILLS MOLES 
Detailed leaflet gives you full 
information: 

• On the biology and habits of 
moles. 

• How to identify xlive areas to be 
treated. 

• How to apply Phostoxin tablets to 
ensure successful control. 

Contact: 

PILTLAND CHEMICALS 
Woodcroft House, 

O ld Vicarage Drive, 
Appleby, Scunthorpe, 

South Humberside, DN15 OBY 
Tel: 0724 734025 or 732101 

Read label before you use. 
Use pesticides safely. 
Contains aluminium 
phosphide. 

coding the way 
with high quality products 
and unrivalled expertise 

and service. 
Inter Seeds extensive PRO range of GRASS SEED MIXTURES 

provides for all situations and indudes:-

Usabelle • Lisuna • Li lotta • Lì mage 
(Perennial Ryegrasses) 

Lifalla • Lirouge • Liprosa 
(Chewings Fescues) (Slender Creeping Red Fescue) 

Nine choices in the PRO-FLORA range of WILD FLOWER 

CONSERVATION MIXTURES and a comprehensive selection in 

thePROrangeof TREE and SHRUBSEEDSandthe P R O - F E R T 
range of FERTILISERS. 

A new range of associated products complement our service and include: 
BROADLEAF P4 water storing polymer, GREENFIXCOVAMAT 
biodegradable erosion control matting and TOPTRE E organictree 
and shrub planting medium. 

Why not contact us now for our 1988 brochure. Sffl 

THE f f o f e & f i * * * RANGE OF 
AMENITY GRASSES 
W I L D F L O R A , T R E E A M D S H R U B S E E D S 

A N D F E R T I L I S E R S . 

INTER SEEDS LIMITED 
Southern Avenue Industrial Estate Leominster Herefordshire HR60QF 

Tel. Leominster (0568) 6363 Telex 35307INTERS-G 



FRONT-RUNNER 
Stay ahead of the competition with the 22 HP John 
Deere F 935 Front Mower. The quiet 3-cylinder 
watercooled diesel; the up to 72 in (184 cm) cutting 
width of rear or side-discharge rotary mowers; the 
comfort and operation-ease of hydrostatic drive, 
power steering and differential lock all mean you cut 
more grass and cut it better. The quality engineering 
one expects from the world's largest manufacturer of 
lawn and garden equipment, plus our extensive dealer 
network means you keep cutting. Job after job. Year 
after year. Learn more about the long line of John 
Deere quality grounds care equipment. Write your 
name and address below and send it to us. 

RELIABILITY IS OUR STRENGTH 

Whatever your watering requirements, you can be sure that Turf Irrigation Services 
can help you. Budget concious system design, comprehensive choice of 

j — Ê equipment, efficient, professional installation 
work or dependable maintenance services, 

V 0 H i H p H V the choice is yours... 

M U I M SOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS! CONTACT 

f y y f f / W v t v A M 
l m g a n s n 
Services Liïïiît&d 
Sarvfcss Lixnltedi 
Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 OTS. 

REGIONAL 
DISTRIBUTOR 

" M y p r a c t i c a l 
e x p e r i e n c e a n d 

k n o w l e d g e is a l w a y s 
a t y o u r d i s p o s a l " 
says Robin H u m e 

Telephone 04775 255/6 Telex 367122 TIS C Fax04775 611 
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WOODCOTE PARK GOLF CLUB 
require 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be experienced in 
greenkeeping, with knowledge of 

modern course machinery, its use 
and maintenance. Apply in writing to:-

The Secretary, 
Woodcote Park Golf Club, 

Meadow Hill, 
Bridleway, 
Coulsdon, 

Surrey. CR3 2QQ 

FULLWELL GOLF CLUB 
HAMPTON HILL, MIDDLESEX 

require a 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be fully experienced in all 
aspects of Greenkeeping and have a good 

knowledge of course equipment and maintenance. 
Salary negotiable. Two Dedroomed accommodation 
is provided. Membership of the BIGGA an advantage. 

Apply in writing with full C.V. to:-
The Secretary, 

Fullwell Golf Club, 
Wellington Road, 

Hampton Hill, 
Middlesex. TW12 1JY 

^Go l f Course 

SHREWSBURY GOLF CLUB 
(18 hole course) 

Invite experienced applications for a 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be fully experienced 
in all aspects of modern greenkeeping 

and machinery maintenance. Appointment to 
commence as soon as possible. 

Salary negotiable. 
Apply in writing with full C .V. to:-

The Secretary, Shrewsbury Golf Club, 
Candover, Shropshire. SY5 7BL 

Applications close Monday 25th April 1988. 

CALCOT PARK GOLF CLUB 
Applications are invited for the post of 

1st ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be fully experienced in all 
aspects of modern greenkeeping, use and 

maintenance of machinery and staff 
supervision. Salary negotiable. 

Accommodation available. 
Please apply in writing giving age and 

experience to:- — 
The Secretary, 1J| 
Calcot Park Golf Club, Jp 
Bath Road, Calcot, Ç ft 
Reading. RG3 5RN U X* 

Superb career opportunity in the Channel Islands 

Guernsey's premier hotel invites applications for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
We are looking to recruit a Head Greenkeeper for our 
Tony Jacklin designed 9 hole, par 3 Course. 

Applications are invited from persons who have already 
held a similar position, or alternatively, from experienced 
1st Assistants wishing to further their career. 

The ability to motivate staff and maintain high standard is 
essential, and a knowledge of gardening would be an 
advantage. 

This is an important position, which is reflected in the 
excellent salary that is offered, together with the benefits 
one would expect from Guernsey's leading 5 crown hotel. 

Written applications and c.v. to: 

Mr. T. C. Castledine, Managing Director, 
St. Pierre Park Hotel, Rohais, 
St. Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands. 
Telephone: 0481 28282 

St. Peter Port • Guernsey • Channel Islands 

St Pierre Parî  
•HOTEL 

& GOLF COURSE 



Turf Rollers 
• Hydrostatic Drive • Forward and 
Reverse Transmission • Ease of 
Operation • Two Models • Versatile 
Two for One Conversion 

Sod Cutters (Mk II) 
• Simple Lawn Replacement + 
Renovation • Lightweight and 
Compact • Ease of Operation 
• Minimum Service • Easy Transport 
and Storage • Adjustable Handles 
• Interchangeable Blades for Edging 
De-thatching + Shredding 

Complete Turf Technology 
Dutton, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 4LL. 

Turf Machinery 
Tel: 09286-272 or 261 

Turf Nurseries 
Tel: 09286-340 or 336 

The Brouwer Vac 
• Economy • Fast and Reliable • Self 
Unloading • Easy Access in Difficult 
Areas • Efficient • Optional Extension 
Hose • 335 Cu. Ft. capacity 

The Brouwer Reel Mower 
3.5, and 7 Gang 
• Fixed or Floating Head • Lightweight 
High Stress Steel Frame • Hydraulic or 
Manual Lift for ease of Operation 
• Transportable • 4, 5, 6 or 7 Bladed 
Reels • Easy Hook Up • Versatile 
System 



^^^commercial 
spreader built to last 

• Permanently lubricated 5' 
gears are enclosed to seal out 
damaging dirt and grit that leads 
to premature gear 
wear- out and failure 

• Self-cleaning design with 
stainless steel agitator 

• Stainless steel axle mounted in 4 
large serviceable ball bearings 

• Rustproof hoppers resist cracking 
and deformation 

• Heavy duty 1" tubular frame in 
Stainless steel/Aluminium 

• Positive locking on/off flow control 
handle 

• Swath width of 7 to 13 feet, 
depending upon product density 

• Durable 11" non-marking pneumatic 
tyres 

The EVEN • SPRED 
built by professionals for 

professionals • Designed to 
withstand the rigours of tough 

^commercial turf care applications using 
the most modern materials and up to the 

minute technology • EVEN • SPRED's 
broadcast system is totally self cleaning 

and rustproof to ensure years of 
dependable service • 

I EVEN • SPRED's huge 5" enclosed 
gears seal out damaging dirt and 
grit to help eliminate premature 
gear wear • All EVEN • SPRED 

^models are manufactured with rust-
proof heavy duty tubular frames and 

large capacity hoppers. The EVEN • SPRED is light and 
'perfectly balanced to give a smooth efficient operation and a 

perfect feathered edge for even broadcast every time. 

Performance unmatched by the competition 

Compare the spread 
pattern of a typical rotary spreader 

to the spread pattern of the new § 
Supaturf EVEN • SPRED spreader. § 

Note the smoothly featherd edges of £ 
f the EVEN • SPRED broadcast pattern, 2 

which helps to minimize streaking § 
and eliminates 'burning' from overlap. ° 

TYPICAL ROTARY SPREADER EVEN-SPRED SPREADER 

4 2 0 2 4 6 8 
F E E T F R O M C E N T R E 

8 6 4 2 0 2 4 6 8 
F E E T F R O M C E N T R E 

For any further information 
contact one of the following branches. 

Head Office Oxney Road.Peterborough Cambridgeshire PE1 5YZ Tel: (0733) 68384 

Branches 

North South 
Unit 2 Dromenagh Farm 
Ripley Close Seven Hills Road 14 Fairfax Road 
Normanton Iver Heath Heathfield 
Wakefield Buckinghamshire Newton Abbot 
West Yorkshire Tel: (0895) 832626/834198 Devon 
WF6 1TB TQ12 6UD 
Tel: (0924) 891000 Tel: (0626) 834499 

South West Midland & South Wales 
D.O. Hunt Limited Unit 104B 

Hartlebury Trading Estate 
Kidderminster 
Worcestershire 
Tel: (0299) 250087 
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LrANGER 
B U G K L E Y 
GOLF COURSE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT 

has a requirement for an experienced 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

at an existing important golf course in 
Southern Germany. A three year 
contract is available for the right 

applicant. German language helpful but 
not essential. Applications invited for 
persons with construction experience 

to:-

47 Laighton Street, 
Woburn, 

Milton Keynes. 
MK17 9PH 

WENTWORTH CLUB 
vacancy for an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants will have experience in all aspects of 
course maintenance and in the use of modern 

turf care equipment. 
The club is able to offer outstanding prospects 

for the suitable applicants, due to its 
development plans. 

Qualified married persons required. 
Remuneration package includes 3 bedroomed 
house. Salary commensurate with experience 

but in excess of BIGGA recommended rate. 
BIGGA annual membership subscription paid by 

the club. 
Apply in writing with full C .V. and references to: -

K.N.Munt, 
Course Manager, 

Wentworth Club Ltd., 
Went worth Drive, 
Virginia Water, 

Surrey. GU25 4LS 

CANTERBURY GOLF CLUB 
Applications are invited for the posts of:-
1ST ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be experienced in all aspects of 
greenkeeping and the use of modem equipment. 

Apply in writing stating age, experience and 
qualifications to:-

The Secretary, 
Canterbury Golf Club, 

Scotland Hills, 
Canterbury, 

Kent. CT11TW 

DUNSTABLE DOWNS GOLF CLUB 
require 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be experienced in greenkeeping, 
with knowledge of modern course machinery, its 
use and maintenance. 

Apply in writing to:-

The Secretary, 
Dunstable Downs Golf Club, 
Whipsnade Road, 
Dunstable, Beds. LU6 2NB 

SENNELAGER (BRITISH ARMY) 
GOLF CLUB 

require 

ASSISTANT HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applications are invited from fully qualified 
and experienced persons for this position which 
offers a unique opportunity to work in a foreign 

country and yet in a British environment. At 
present the golf club is being extended to a 27 

hole complex. Unfurnished accommodation will 
be provided and the position is open to a single 
or married man without children. Salary is to be 

negotiated. Applicants should be prepared to 
visit West Germany for interview. Applications 
must reach the Secretary by 30th April 1988. 

Written applications with full C.V. to:-
The Secretary 

Sennelager (British Army) Golf Club, 
BFPO 16. WEST GERMANY 



WHEW IT COMES TO 
FEEDING TURF 
DIDIN MAKES 

THE DIFFERENCE. 

The allyurall turf treatment 

G R O U N D S M Ä N / 
li« «II y«Ar All turf trefftmmt 
GROUNDSMÄN 
NITROGEN 

Tht all year aÜ turf treatment 

FINE TURF 

THE SPRING RANGE 
'Longlife' is an established range of 
fertilizers for all types of 
professionally managed turf. 
Whether it is to improve the 
quality of fine turf such as golf 
greens and bowling greens or to 
feed the grass of outfields and 
other amenity areas, the 'Longlife' 
range has the answer. 

The spring fertilizers shown 
here will encourage good colour 
and healthy growth and all contain 
DIDIN, giving a unique form of 

phased release nitrogen for long 
term feeding. They are all organic 
based and being mini-granules are 
easy and economical to apply. 

THE DIFFERENCE 
DIDIN is a unique ingredient to 
'Longlife' fertilizers which 
provides phased release nitrogen 
for more even growth from fewer 
applications. By controlling the 
release of nitrogen over the long-

SCHEMA TIC DIAGRAM 

Conventional 
fertilizers 
quickly peak 

and fade 

'Longlife' not only gives nitrogen availability in the conventional 
way, but DIDIN also provides a secondary release of nitrogen. 

term DIDIN reduces the flush of 
growth experienced with 
conventional fertilizers. 

DIDIN also reduces leaching to 
a minimum giving a more efficient 
use of the applied nitrogen. 

IbeaM year all turf treatment 

FINEGREEN 

Fine Turf Fertilizers 
'Longlife' Finegreen 'N' 15:0:1 + 2% Mg 
'Longlife' Fine Turf Spring & Summer 14:3:7 + 2% Mg 
Outfield Fertilizers 
'Longlife' Groundsman Spring & Summer 11:6:9 + 1% Mg 
'Longlife' Groundsman Nitrogen 25:0:1: + 1.5% Mg 
Fertilizer With Herbicides 
'Longlife' Plus 14:3:7 + 2% Mg and 2,4-D + dicamba 

Professional 
Products 
TEL: (0252) 724525 

Longlife' Plus contains 2,4-D and dicamba. *DIDIN<S> is a trade mark ofSKW Trostberg AG. Longlife ' is a trade mark of Imperial Chemical Industries PLC. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY; USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 



require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be experienced in all 
aspects of greenkeeping including the use and 

maintenance of greenkeeping machinery. 
A mature person preferred. Accommodation 
available. Applicants should apply in writing 
giving age, experience and qualifications to:-

The Secretary/Manager, 
Lingfield Golf Club, 
Racecourse Road, 
Lingfield Surrey. 

RH7 6PQ 

SALES 
OPPORTUNITY 

Circa. £12.5kto£15k 
An excellent opportunity has arisen for a person 

with a good knowledge of greenkeeping and golf to 
sell to Golf Course Managers and Head 
Greenkeepers in the following areas: -

North, East & West London, Herts, Middlesex, 
Berks, Oxon, Northants,Beds, Cambs, Norfolk, 

Suffolk and Essex. 
The ideal candidate will either be an experienced 

greenkeeper looking to embark on a sales 
career or a person already selling successfully to 
greenkeepers. For the successful applicant the 

rewards will be well above average, expenses paid 
and a vehicle supplied. 

If you are between 27 and 45 years old, living 
in this area, and would like to work 

with a friendly, progressive company, apply in 
writing to:-

Mike Moss, 
C.M.W. Equipment Co., 
21 Totman Crescent, 

Rayleigh, 
Essex. 

SS6 7UY 

GLOUCESTER HOTEL 
AND COUNTRY CLUB 

require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 
Applicants must be fully experienced in all 
aspects of Modern Greenkeeping, including 
being Conversant with: Automatic Watering 

Systems, Spraying and Maintenance of 
Modern Golf Course Machinery. No 

accommodation provided. 
Salary negotiable. Apply in writing, enclosing a 

full C.V. to:-
The Grounds Manager, 

Gloucester Hotel and Country Club, 
Robinswood Hill, 

Gloucester, 
GL4 9EA 

EmbassvaHotels 

MINEHEAD AND WEST 
SOMERSET GOLF CLUB 

has a vacancyfor an 

EXPERIENCED 
GREENKEEPER 

The person appointed must have the 
essential skills and experience to 
supervise existing greenkeeping 

staff and be qualified in all 
greenkeeping duties. 

Salary commensurate with experience. 
Please apply in writing giving full details 

references and experience to date to:-

The Secretary, 
Minehead and West Somerset Golf Club, 

Minehead, 
Somerset, 
TA24 5SJ 



BUYERS' GUIDE 
BARK AND BARK BASED 
PRODUCTS 
Camland Products Ltd., 
Fordham House, Fordham, Cambs. CB7 5LN 
Tel: 0638 721100 Telex: 81254 
Melcourt Industries Limited, 
Three Cups House, 5 Church Street, Tetbury, 
Glos. GL8 8JG Tel: 0666 52711 or 53919 
Telex: 43144 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 
COURSE ARCHITECTS 
full members 
J. Hamilton Stutt -
Hamilton Stutt & Co. 
Bergen 12, Bingham Ave, Poole, 
Dorset, BH14 8NE Tel: 0202 708406 
Donald Harradine, 
CH 6987, Caslano, Switzerland. 
Tel: 091 711561 
Fred Hawtree. Martin Hawtree -
Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, 
Oxford, OX7 1TQ Tel: 0993 811976 
Donald Steel, 
The Forum, Stirling Road, Chichester, 
West Sussex, P019 2EN Tel: 0243 531901 
Tom McAuley, 
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co.Down, 
N. Ireland, BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953 
Peter Harradine, 
P.O.Box 1165, Sharjah, United Arab 
Emirates. Tel: 009716 356446 
Provisional 
Simon Gidman, Peter Bellchambers, 
Steven McFarlane, Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon. 
OX7 1TQ Tel:0993 811976 
Alistair Rae, 
26 Tannoch Road, Uplawmcor, 
Glasgow, G78 4AD Tel: 050 585 371 
Siefen Quenouille, c/o Tom McAuley, 
38 Moira Drive, Bangor, C.Down, N.lreland 
BT20 4RW Tel: 0247 465953 
Cameron Sinclair, 
Marsh Watson PTV. Ltd, P.O.Box 136, 
Nerang. Q.4211, Australia Tel: 075 58 4733 
Overseas full 
Eddie Hackett, 

28 Ailesbury Drive, Dublin 4, Eire. Tel: Dublin 
691592 
Joan Dudok Van Heel, Beukenlaan 4, B-
1640, St. Genesius-Rode, Nr. Brussels, 
Belgium Tel: 02-3583387 
Pier Mancinelli, 21 Via Achille Papa 
00195, Rome. Italy. Tel: 06-36036-35 
Jan Sederholm, S 252 34 Helsingborg. 
K. Kristoffersg 3A, Sweden. Tel: 042-371-84 
Overseas (provisional) 
Kurt Robknecht, Dennenmoos 5a, 8990 
Lindau-Bad, Schachen, Germany 
Tel :08382-230-05 

R. Berthet, 57-59 Rue Lhomond, 75005, 
Paris, France. Tel: (1) 336-77-50 
Honorary members 
G.S. Cornish, Fiddlers Green, Amherst, 
Mass. 01002 USA. 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF 
COURSE CONSTRUCTORS 
Golf Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, 
Essex. CM 15 9SR Tel: 0277 73720 
Land Unit Construction Ltd., 
" oily Farm, Hanslope, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK19 7BX Tel: 0908 51041^ 
Brian D. Piers on (Contractors) Ltd., 
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road, 
Throe Legged Cross, Wimbourne, 
Dorset. BH21 6UY Tel: 0202 822372 
Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd., 
9 Old Square, Warwick, Warwickshire, 
Tel: 0926 492898 
BRITISH TURF IRRIGATION 
ASSOCIATION 

Full and Provisional members 
Full Members 
Bell Turf and Irrigation Services, 
Milners Holt, Everton, Doncaster, DN10 5DR 
Tel: (0777) 817410 
British Overhead Irrigation Ltd., 
The Green, Upper Halliford, Shepperton, 
Middlesex. TW17 8RY Tel: (09327) 88301/4 

Cameron Irrigation Ltd., 
(A Division of Wright Rain), 
Harwood Ind. Est, Littlehampton, Sussex. 
BN17 7BA Tel: (0903) /13985 
Flandorblade Ltd., 
20 Whiteacre, Littlehamptca. West Sussex. 
BN17 7JA Tel: (0903) 724545 
Gclf Landscapes Irrigation, Golf 
Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwells Road, Bentley, Brentwood, Essex. 
CM 15 9SR Tel: (0277) 73720 
Irrigation and Leisure Services, 
34 Station Road, Nassington, Peterborough, 
PE8 6QB Tel: (0780) 782375 
Irrigation and Slurry Services, 
Louvain, Quavey Road, Redlynch, Wiltshire, 
SP52HH Tel: (0725) 20377' 
North Staffs Irrigation Co., 
Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone, 
Staffordshire. Tel: (0785) 812706 
Par 4 Irrigation, 
Ash Grove Ind. Est., Ripon, N. Yorkshire. 
Tel: (0765) 2175 
Rain Bird Europe, SARL, BP 72-13762, 
Les Mi lies, France Tel: (010 3342) 244461 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co., 
21 Paget Road, Lubenham, Market Har-
borough, Leicestershire. Tel: (0858) 63153 
Sports Turf Services, 
Newbridge Ind. Est., Newbridge, Midlothian, 
EH28 8LE Tel: (031333) 2345 
T & G Turf Irrigation Services, 
8 Whitcliffe Grove, Ripon, N. Yorkshire. 
HG4 2JW Tel: (0765)2941 
Toro Irrigation Ltd., 
Unit 7, Millstream Trading Estate, 
Christchurch Rd., Ringwood, Hampshire. 
BH24 3SD Tel: (04254) 6261/2 
Abo Toro International Sales Co. - address 
as above 
Turf Irrigation Services Ltd., 
Betchton.Sandbach, Cheshire. CW11 OTS 
Tel: (04775) 255/6 
Watermation Ltd., Monument Way Easi, 
Woking, Surrey. GU21 5LY Tel: (04862) 
70303/21009 
Watermation (Scotland) Ltd., 
30 Bannockturn Road, St. Ninians, Stirling, 
FK7 6BP. Tel: (0786) 70252 
Philip York and Associates, 
P.O.Box 294,Christchurch, Dorset. BH23 5EY 
Tel: (0425) 73892 
Provisional Member 
Piime Watermen Ltd., 
Wangford, Beccles, Suffolk. NR34 8AX. 
Tel: (050278) 481 
COMPOST 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk. Lanes. 
Deliveries to any part of UK 
Tel: 061 747 4333 
FERTILISER & TOP DRESSING 
D.O.Hunt Ltd., 
14 Fairfax Road, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ12 6UD Tel: 0626 834499 
GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES 
H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd.lnc. Bndges 
Pennants. 342 Selbourne Road, Luton, 
Beds, LU4 6NU Tel: 0582 597262 
Telex: 887916 Contact: Peter Dell 
Tacit, 
Unit 3,3 Millers Lane, Monks Kirby, Rugby. 
CV23 ORJ Tel: 0788 832166 
The very best for less in golf course 
equipment. 
GOLF COURSE CONTRACTOR 
Landscape Maintenance Ltd., 
167 Station Road, West Moors, 
Dorset. Tel: 0202 872549 
GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT 
Allett Mowers Ltd., 
Unit 60, Burkht Road, Earlstrees Ind.Est., 
Corby, Northants. NN17 2DT 
Tel: 0536 68950 Contact: David Allett 
Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies PLC, 
Nacton Works, Nacton Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. IP3 9QG Tel: 0473 270000 
Fax: 0473 270030 Telex: 981/4 
Cables: Ransomes Ipswich 
Contact: J.F.R.WilsorVR. Bishop 

Votcx Hereford Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 0432 
274361 Telex: 35302 W. Nayler or contact 
your dealer. 
GRASS SEED 
British Seed Houses Ltd., 
Bewsey Ind. Est. Pitt Street, 
Warrington, Cheshire. Tel: 0925 54411 
Contact: Roger Saunders 
Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol. 
BS119JH Tel: 0272 823691 
Contact: Michael Warne, 
Camp R.oad, Swinderby, Lincoln. 
Tei: 052k 86714 
Contact: Philip Adams, Eastfield Ind. 
Est.,Penicuik, Midlothian. 
Tel: 0968 78480 Contact: Michael Shannon. 
Mommersteeg International, 
Station Road, Finedon, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. NN9 5NT 
Tel: 0933 680891 Contact: Michael Perkins. 
IRRIGATION 
Flanderblade Ltd, 
20 Whiteacre, LKtlehamtjton, W. Sussex. 
BN17 7JA Te!- 0903 724545 
Supply and installation 
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 
Votex Hereford Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, Tel: Hereford 
(0432) 274361 Telex: 35302 
IRRIGATION PUMPS 
Grundfos Pumps Ltd., 
Grovebury Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire. LU78TL 
Tel: 0525 850000 Telex: 825544 
Fax: 0525 850011 
LIME FREE SANDS 
Buckland Sand & Silica Co. Ltd., 
Reigate Heath, Reigate, Surrey. 
Tel: 07372 40151 
LITTER BASKETS 
Wire Products (Wales) Ltd., 
Treforest Ind. Est., Pontypridd, 
Glam. Tel: Treforest 044 385 2501 
LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER & 
LIQUID IRON 
Farmura Environmental Products Ltd., 
Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, 
Kent. Tel: (023376)241 
Agriland Organic Fertilizer Limited, 
Blue Roof Farm, Throop Road, 
Throop, Bournemouth, BH8 ODW 
LOAM 
C.H. Binder Ltd., 
Erribleys Farm, Moreton, Onpar, 
Essex. CM5 OHY Tel: Moreton 246-320 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. Deliveries to any part of the 
UK Tel: 061 747 4333 
PEAT 
Bord na Mona, 
36 King Street. Bristol. BS1 4DP 
Tel: 0272 211666 
PEAT IN BULK 
Bord na Mona, 
36 King Street, Bristol, BS1 4DP 
Tel: 0272 211666 
PEST CONTROL 
Kilmol Mole bait (GC), 
Callisto, Lapley, Stafford, ST19 9JP 
Tel: 0785 840 366 
RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS 
Wilcocks, 
Walker Street, Preston, Lanes. 
Tel: Preston 53068 
RECONDITIONED GRASS CUTTII !G 
EQUIPMENT 
Greensward Professional Turf 
Machinery, 
Dealers, Harold Terrace, Headingley, Leeds. 
LS6 1PG Tel: 0532 751627 'for free list' 
SAND 
Wettern Brothers Limited, 
Rochester Road, Aylesford, Kent. ME20 7DX 
Tel: 0622 62361 Contact: Chris Perkins 
SANDS - HORTICULTURAL 
AND LAWN 
Buckland Sand St Silica Co. Ltd., 
Reigate Heath, Reigaio, Surrey. 
Tel: 07372 40151 

SCREENED TOP-SOIL 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes. 
Deliveries to any part of UK 
Tel: 061 7474333 
SEATS 
Barlow Tyrie Ltd., 
Braintree, Essex. CM7 7RN 
Tel: Braintree 0376 22505 Telex: 98173 
Fax: Braintree 0376 47052 
(brochure available) 
SEAWEED FERTILISERS 
Seamac, 
Foundry Lane, Chippenham, 
Wilts. Tel: 0249 652811 
SEMI MATURE TREES 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, 
W*3t Midlands. B92 OJL 
Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING 
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihul, West Midlands. 
B92 OJL Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
TEE MATS 
Carpetition Ltd., 
6 Kaffir Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD2 
2AN Tel: 0484 28777 ("Tufturf" - Synthetic 
Grass Backed Rubber-Porous) 
TOP DRESSING 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd., 
Nucks Wood Sand Quarry, Rufford, Nr. 
Ormskirk, Lanes, Deliveries to any part of UK. 
Tel: 061747 4333 
TREE GUARDS 
Lenvale Products Ltd., 
Chart Mill, Chart Sutton, Maidstcne, 
Kent. Tel: 0622 890909 
TREES & SHRUBS 
Notcutts Nurseries Ltd., 
Woodbridge, Suffolk. IP124AF 
Tel: 03943 3344 
(Incorporating Waterers Nuiserits, 
Bagshot, Surrey) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, 
West Midlands. B92 OJL 
Tel: 06755 2033/4 
Contact: Michael Fisher 
TREE TIES 
Toms Tree Ties, 
Wheeler Street, Headcorn, Ashford, 
Kent. TN27 9SH Tel: 0622 891111 
TRENCHERS 
LD. Bourgein Oxford Ltd., 
Freepost, South Hinksey, Oxford. OX1 5BR 
Tel: 0865 735420 Telex: 83147. Sc'ss, parts, 
mobile trenching servi^o 
TRENCHING MACHINES 
A.F.Trenchers Ltd., 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester, Essex. 
C02 9LS Tel: 020644411 Contact: 
W.D.Baker 
VERT1-DRAIN HIRE 
Aeration & Drainage Services, 
20 Westminster Clothe, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. Tel: 0323 506725 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
Homestead Farm, Ringwood Road, 
Three Legged Cross, Wimbourne, Dorset. 
BH12 6QY 
Tel: 0202 822372/824906 
E & S Sports Ground Contractors 
23 Knox Green, Binfield, Brackneli. 
Berks. RG12 5NZ 
Tel: 0344 424081 (Richard Veitch) 
Heronfield Hire (Solihull) 
Tel: 05645 2597 
Moore Sportsfield ocer-st eder, Toro and 
Greensaire aerators. 
S.C.C. Lands Maintenance Ltd., 
37 Roman Way, Turpins Ride, Haverhill, 
Suffolk. CB9 ONG Tel: 0440 62369 
Worth Draining 
Peter Bloodworth, Cornbecks, Irnham, 
Grantham, Lines. NG33 4JQ 
Tel: 0476 84266 
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Compare our pr — «»i 

Quality & reliability 

Running costs & maintenance 

Greens King - Turf Groomer 

Tri-King - unrivalled stability 
with fixed or floating heads 

For full details of the 
Jacobsen range 

phone Chris Smith on 0553 763333 


