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Startling! Unbelievable! Dramatic!

WHEN part of a sports ground is
virtually restored to life it is
hard not to use superlatives.
Especially when a problem has
existed for years without
proper solution and the answer
is achieved in three or four
weeks.

But it happened at Purley
Heath Cricket Club, whose
outfield - like many others - is
used for hockey during the
winter with the inevitable after-
effects. The ground lies on
original soil of doubtful
quality and, as a negative
'bonus’, also suffers from the
effects of large overhanging
trees around the ground which
make the groundsman's job
almost a mnightmare. Colin
Claydon saw it both as a
problem and challenge and was
determined to find a cure.

The result will interest his
many colleagues with similar
problems.

In April 1987 his ground
showed the usual ravages of
winter. The outfield, including
an area of two hockey pitches,
seemed in worse state than
usual. Missing divots, excess
wear, bare and muddy patches
were the order of the day.

Despite reseeding and dressing
with a sound all-round fertil-
iser (Rigby Taylor 9-7-7) there
was little sign of good grass
growth by early June. Where

the turf was overshadowed by
large overhanging trees pic-
turesque and photogenic but

Purley Cricket Club - a view of the ground.

friendly to the outfield grass -
were large bare, poorly grassed
patches defying all attempts to
promote vigorous growth.

All this on a ground generally
noted for its  all-round
excellence following four or
five years of hard work from
the time when Colin inherited
pitches, tennis courts and
bowling greens in a sorry state
with the turf everywhere in
poor condition, vunerable to
disease and thatch-ridden.

At the outset Colin took the
advice of Frank Brittin, a
popular and knowledgeable
friend to many groundsman
and greenkeepers, and began
using seaweed-based products
to restore his grass: using
Maxidrop as a foliar feed and
Alginure Soil Improver with
his top dressings. The results
on bowling greens and tennis
courts (used regularly for
prestige county events) have
been to restore the turf to a
healthy condition with
underlying improvement in the
soil structure which ensures
optimum benefit is derived
from irrigation and dressings.

Colin therefore opted for
seaweed to tackle his problem
outfield areas, but using a new
product - Alginure Turf
Supplement, a mnew liquid
added to Alginure's range, and
the speedy result was better
than he had hoped because by
the end of June the area was
transformed into a rich green
sward, quite unrecognisable
from its appearance in May.

The result was spectacular but
the reason was  simple.
Alginure Turf Supplement is
not a liquid feed, but rather, is
rich in essential foods
necessary for the initiation
and maintenance of vital
bacterial and microbial life
whose activities create healthy
soil conditions.

The concentration of these

highly desirable 'goodies’
(properly known as
polysaccharides) in Alginure

Turf Supplement is around
37% - an amount far in excess
of that available in other
purely organic liquids and it
was the introduction into the
soil of the natural food for
those essential organisms
which had the expected result.

Such organisms, encouraged
to flourish, carry on the work
of improving the organic
structure of the soil while
areation is improved, available
nutrients are released more
easily and conditions are
created which benefit growing
vegetation.

Colin Claydon has since
commenced work in his new
post at Shell Sports Ground at
Lensbury.
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Turf Care Workshops

THESE very professionally
presented days were in the
main poorly attended. The
original six venues were
reduced to four with between
100-200 delegates expected,
however the estimate was only
reached at Stirling in Scotland.
Whether there are now too
many of these seminars during
the early Autumn or whether it
is just apathy, is difficult to
judge. There were a sizeable
number of delegates who paid
but failed to turn up, most of

these were apparently from message, one or two points informative and it is to be
local authorities. They missed struck home with the audience hoped that they will be staged
several excellent presentations which brought forth some again next year, when they may
given by representatives of searching questions. attract better support.
prominent companies in the The demonstrations by TORO A complete and fully
industry. and SISIS were most illustrated publication

The topics covered included instructive and Jimmy Kidd as featuring the Workshop
research and development of guest speaker gave a beautifully presentations given by all the
chemicals, slow release illustrated talk on his time at participating companies is
fertilisers, organic feeds, Gleneagles. available at £2.50 inc. p&p,
irrigation and some aspects of Although the Turf Care from: TURF CARE
the STRI's research. Allthe Workshops were highly WORKSHOPS, FREEPOST,
speakers got across their commercial, they were equally BASILDON, ESSEX. SS16 6BR

““FENDRESS?’

THE TRULY NATIONAL TURF DRESSING AS
SUPPLIED TO MANY CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils with a low clay and silt
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free
Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate ap-
plication to golf/bowling greens.

Save purchasing expensive equipment, which stands idle for
much of the year. Also high labour costs and problems of fin-
ding suitable ingredients of constant quality

BULK DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF THE UK IN 10, 15,
20, 25 TONNE LOADS. CUSTOMERS IN BELFAST, ABER-
DEEN, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANGLIA, ETC.

PLEASE REMEMBER, THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FEN-
DRESS, WHICH IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK.
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.

Pre-Packed supplies available. Special mixes to your
specification prepared. Also, Screened Sedge Peat
(‘‘Fenpeat'’) in bulk. Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow.
Screened Loam, etc.

Please telephone T.J. Banks for quotations. You will be sur-
prised by our competitive prices

FOR CONTROL AND CONVENIENCE

ROVRAL is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd.
May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM144TZ.

Contact: Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., Suite 3, Angel Court,
Dairy Yard, High Street, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7NL.
Tel: Market Harborough (0858) 64346.

ROVRAL CONTAINS IPRODIONE.

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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Slow Release Fertilisers

THE Sports Turf Research
Institute is aware of increasing
concern among the turf
managers that a number of slow
release fertiliser products on
the market do not indicate the
proportion (percentage) of
nitrogen which is in the slow
release form. In IBDU
containing products the IBDU-
nitrogen may make anything
from about 20 to 90 per cent of
the total. It is evident that the
low content IBDU products will
have relatively poor slow
release characteristics. These
low percentages os slow release

compounds in fertilisers create Ayr College presentation to Best Greenkeeping Students - joint winners Lto R:
problems with bodies such as Harry Diamond (Education Convener), Colin Gemmill (Prestwick St Cuthbert), Jim Paton
Local Authorities and Golf (Area Secretary), Andrew Kerr (Kilmarnock Barassie), Brian Finlayson (Area Chairman)
Clubs who invite tenders for

their annual fertiliser needs. product has very little slow their confidence in the

Obviously, fertilisers with low release compound present in products, manufacturers should
percentages of IBDU present the fertiliser. Dr. Peter Hayes, clearly show percentage of total
will be sold at lower prices and Director of STRI, states that, nitrogen which is of the slow
therefore competitive tenders “In order to both inform turf release type".

go to the lowest bid price, and managers, groundsmen and e GOIf
this could mean that the greenkeepers and to ensure Comse

\
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VERTI-DRAIN FOR HIRE
most areas considered and very
competitive rates.

Now available with hollow tines.
Also golf course drainage
work carried out.

For further details and enquires,

please telephone
L 0655 83252

%

The Fife Regional Council - Education Committee

elmwooo agricultural
ano technical college

CARSLOGIE ROAD, CUPAR, FIFE KY15 418
k’w Fife Regional Council - Education Commitiee
ELMWOOD COLLEGE, CUPAR, FIFE, SCOTLAND.
HEAD GREENKEEPERS SUPERVISORY COURSE

A one week course 25th - 20th January 1988
We also offer a distance learning/block-release programme in

SUPERVISION FOR GREENKEEPING AND FOR CONTROL AND CONVENIENCE

At Scotec Part lll level (Modular Provision) SERITOX is a trade mark of May & Baker Ltd.
One week only will be spent in College May & Baker Ltd., Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood CM14 4TZ.
Detalls and Application forms from the Registrar SERITOX TURF CONTAINS DICHLORPROP AND MCPA
Telephone (0334) 52781 READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
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Greenkeepers Dream
Time!

IF a greenkeeper has nightmares
it is probably about a horde of
furious members with wedges
waving angrily in the air or
perhaps he has more pleasant
dreams - dreams of greens free of
water, with no compaction and

the grass growing evenly. But

Drainage will vary but is
always a problem particularly
on heavy clay soils.

Mechanical means are the
accepted way of alleviating the
problem and they do just that.
But now modern technology can
help the mechanical means do
an even better job.

Imagine a product which you
can spray on the course which

available at a reasonable price,
SOILIFE.

For further information
contact Michael Farrant of
Farrant Chemicals on
Winchester (0962) 51226

"Scotsturf '87" Exhibition
and Seminar

this time the members are will activate and increase all The annual exhibition
angrily waving their putters in the millions of micro organised by the Scotland and
the air after a missing putt. But organisms. Imagine them NorthernIreland Zone of the

the greenkeeper stands, watches
and smiles because he can't be
blamed. The secretary invites
him into the club for a drink
because he too won't get any
moans and groans over the bar.

working away in the soil intent
on restoring the soil to its
natural level of fertility. To
reach that point they have to
breakdown the soil to overcome
the compaction and the

Institute, will be held on
Wednesday, 11 November 1987,
in The Exhibition Hall, Royal
Highland Showgrounds,
Ingliston, near Edinburgh,

from 10.00 a.m. t0 6.00 p.m.

There is no perfect answer but drainage so that the grass roots The BIGGA will have its own
the old adage if you look after the get a chance to dig down and stand situated in the West
turf then grass will ook after rather up the benefits in the balcony area of the main hall
itselfis still true. Compaction is soil. and which will be manned by
inevitable with constant Imagination or dreams? No members and it is hoped that
mowing and the tread of it's an easily applied product of the Executive Director, Neil
hundreds of pairs of feet. modermn technology readily Thomas will be in attendance.

7 FORSALE )

VERTI-DRAIN "MAJOR"
£6,000

K Phone 0440 62369 /

/ FOR SALE \

SISIS HYDROMAIN FOURTEEN MK.11
TRACTOR UNIT FITTED WITH
KUBOTA DIESEL ENGINE AND

POWER STEERING-ALMOST AS NEW

£2,500. plus VAT

GEO. HENDERSON LTD.,
564 GORGE ROAD,

k EDINBURGH, EH11 3AP /
TEL. 031 443 2474

r FOR SALE )

RANSOMES TRIPLEX 171
with greens and verti cutting units
ideal for spares
£950.

Mr. G. Johnson,
HORAM PARK GOLF COURSE,
Chiddingly Road,

k Horam, East Sussex.

Right Farm Equipment

New and Second hand Tractors and
Grass Cutting Machinery

KUBOTA B7100 excellent condition on agricultural tyres £3200.
FORD 1210 Ex-demonstrator on Turf tyres P.O.A.
WESSEX Field Master 150 Topper £1100.
RANSOMES Hydraulic 3 Sports Cutters £1430.
HUXLEYS MINI Hydraulic 3 £1250.

RANSOMES Trailed 5 Gang Mower £1650.

ALLEN National 68 Briggs Engine £1100.

Good stocks of used SISIS and CUSHMAN
equipment always available.

Tel: 042 878 532
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Pattissons expand their
business

FEW companies have served the
sports and leisure industry
longer and more faithfully then
H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd., Luton,
whose reputation as one of the
leading suppliers of golf course
requisites is well established
among greenkeepers and golf
club officials in this country and
overseas.

Interesting news from the
Pattisson world was made public
recently by Tony Hemingway,
Managing Director, when he
announced that they had
aquired the business known as
Bridges Pennants. Taking over
this specialised company now
gives Pattisson much wider
scope in relation to golf course
and clubhouse needs, from
handicap boards, menu cards,
bar price display boards, golf bag
tags and discs, score cards, green
fee labels to special event
armbands and rosettes.

Pattisson quality custom flag
service is popular and has
expanded immensely with the
advent of faster and more
efficient printing methods and
with the right consultation the
cost isnot as great asis
imagined, now that the bonus of
another quality flag
manufacturing process from
Bridges comes under the
Pattisson banner.

Tony Hemingway added, "Our
growth is necessary to meet the
growing challenge and ever
increasing demands of sport and
leisure. We recognise our first
priority to the golf club market

which we have supplied with our
extensive range of products since
1896". To meet this expansion
programme another Pattisson
Salesman has been appointed in
the South of England, David
Hawkins, who is a well known
golfer in the Bedford area and he
will be introducing the new and
growing range of company
products to golf clubs from
another of the well known
Pattisson Vans.

David has responsibility from
Essex, Bedfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,
Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire,
taking over from David Craig, a
'hard pushed man' who will be
able to concentrate his efforts
for the next year or two in
Berkshire. Kent, Sussex, Surrey
and Middlesex .

In the north of England, the
success story continues for
Pattisson and their salesman
Peter Marshall has been comp-
elled go around with a much
bigger van - he is equipped now
model Transit fully stocked with
company products and a greater
stock holding facility has been
established in Leeds to cope with
increased amount of business.

A New Liquid Iron

IN response to demands from
groundsmen and greenkeepers
Supaturfhave introduced a
water soluble Liquid Iron to the
U.K. turf grass market.

Named 'Greenstar’, the product
is a patented Liquid Iron
complex that stimulates a rapid
plant green-up without excess
growth by supplying a high
concentration of iron in soluble
form for plant intake though
both the leaves and roots.
'Greenstar' stimulates in the
plant the production of
chlorophyll and promotes a
dark healthy green colour in turf
and shrubs. Availablein
convenient one litre plastic
packs each treating an area of
600 sq. yds (500 sq.m.)
"Greenstar' can be used anywhere
to correct iron deficiencies or to
promote a quick green-up in turf
and ornamentals.

For further information
contact Supaturf Products Ltd.,
Oxney Road, Peterborough, PE1
5YZ telephone number (0733)
68384

Rufford Top Dress
Supplies

In a piece in NOTEBOOXK in the
September issue of 'the Golf
Course' we stated that this
product was made by various
distributors. Thiswas an error,
it is only MARKETED by the
distributors, the product is

entirely based at Ruffords own
quarry and all materials used,
are from their own reserves, this
enables Rufford to offer
quaranteed consistency of
quality which very few, if any,
competitors can match.

For further information con-
tact Frank Garvey 061 747 4333

END OF SEASON SALE
THROUGH

coGel

PHONE 0255 507526

BLACK FEN

TOPSOIL
Tel: G. ]. Moyses
(0733) 69447
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