
T.V.R. (Tractor Vert irake) 
— Golf course fairways, Mun ic ipa l 
Parks, Sports pi tches. 

P.V.R. (Pedestr ian Vert irake) 
— for Gol f greens, B o w l i n g greens, 
Cricket pi tches and Tennis courts. 

These two machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus stimulating recovery and 
growth of strong healthy grasses. You will find that each machine will clear the difficult dead, matted, 
fibrous grass that is so often so difficult to get rid of. 
We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green to the largest Municipal playing 
fields. One great labour saving device we have fitted on our P.V.R .model is the very large glass fibre 
collecting box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy thatfoould otherwise be wasted 
in sweeping up afterwards. 

Write for full information on Vertirakes to: 

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD. 
S T A N M O R E H U L W O R K S • S T A N M O R E 
MIDDLESEX. Te l : 0 1 - 9 5 4 4171 
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At Parkers we turn 
old machines into 
gay young blades 

What we can do with worn or fault/ mowers is little short of 
amazing. But then we do have quite a few things going for us. 

Like one of the most modern workshops in the country. 
And the most experienced craftsmen. And a vast stock of 

spares for Deckson, Ransomes, Sisis, Dennis, Atco, 
Webb, Flymo, Allen, and many more. 

These days you often hear people talking about the good old 
days when service really meant something. 

We are happy to be able to say that it still does. 
But to make sure of getting it make sure you come to Parkers. 

^msow&ytonmxng Parkers 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIItlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltll 

I PARKER & SONS (Turf Management) LTD. Worcester Park. Surrey. KT4 7NR Tel: 01-337 7791 or0861 



PIN PLACING 
Patrick Smartt. 

I WONDER how many people ever 
view a hole in reverse - from green to 
teeing ground. I have found that this, 
inexplicably, makes the second shot 
appear to be shorter than when play-
ing the hole. 

This thought arose from a prac-
tice of which the average member has 
little or no experience - the placing of 
the pins for the club's annual amateur 
open meeting, or a county match. The 
position of the holes in the green 
under everyday circumstances seldom 
has their interest, except when the 
siting has been left too long and the 
surroundings have become worn. 

In what follows is set down the 
personal view of a one-time secretary, 
when engaged in the task of selecting 
hole positions for the meetings men-
tioned above. We are not concerned 
with the Open, or the important spon-
sored tournaments though they will 
doubtless creep in. As in the manner 
of the amateur golfer attempting to 
emulate the world class golfer, com-
mittees are liable to place the hole in a 
portion of the green that calls for the 
highest class of stroke. That is patently 
stupid even if it be a county cham-
pionship. 

The Rules of Golf require that. 
"On a day on which a stroke compe-
tition begins (thank heaven not 'com-
mences', my interpolation), and at 
such other times as the committee 
considers necessary, provided all com-
petitors in a single round play with 
each in the same position." There was 
a story that during the Open of 1937 
at Carnoustie, when Henry Cotton was 
leading the field which included the 
might of the entire U.S.A. Ryder Cup 
team, the father and mother of a rain 
storm broke. 

the course discovered Bernard Darwin, 
who was on the Championship Com-
mittee, taking shelter in a hut. The 
story had it that flooded cups were 
moved to higher ground. I have never 
believed that Darwin of all people 
would sanction such an action. Re-
search led to his book "Golf Between 
Two Wars." Therein he states that 
green staff was marshalled, and armed 
with brooms and sqeegees dispersed 
the water. 

Siting the holes for an open club 
meeting is not just a matter of plunk-
ing them in the middle of the green. 
We are dealing with low handicap 
players, and we are not going to cosset 
them. Tease them, yes, but as has 
already been said to plan the intimida-
tion indulged in by championship 
committees on both sides of the Atlan-
tic would be ridiculous. 

Our competitors will hit the ball 
well, and furthermore can manoeuvre 
it. Thus a nice balance has to be ob-
served. In support of this idea let me 
lead you to a short hole.It is but 135. 
yards long. The teeing ground is 
becalmed by trees, and the sensible 
take notice of the direction of the 
wind while playing the previous hole. 
At one time a spacious green, to the 
right of the entrance was a shallow 
grassed bunker, to the left was a large 
deep sand bunker, banked high and 
reminiscent of the type you find on 
links. Two new thin bunkers, geranium 
beds as the great John Ball would have 
called them, are now in the right hand 
quarter of the putting surface. Their 
purpose? In the vernacular "Search 
me. 

However, in the days before 
their intrusion, for the big occasion we 
set the hole behind the big bunker. 



WE'VE GOT A 
GREAT REPUTATION 
If you're responsible for main-

taining turf, you already know ^ 
Jacobsen turf care equipment 
and the high reputation they ^ 
enjoy amongst groundsmen 
all over the world. 

You may not know that 
Jacobsen products are available 
from a national network of 
Main Distributors and Dealers 
throughout the U.K. They carry 
all the stocks you need of 
essential spares, and they, 
offer a highly qualif ied 
technical back-up service. 
They, too, are 
our reputation. 

The Commercial 60 i s 
one of the hardest ¿fcph Jk 

f t ^ ' * 

maintaining 
•¡y » 

working professionals in 
the Jacobsen range.The 

19 h.p. engine powers 
a 6 0 " rotary cutter 
which wil l deal wi th the 

toughest grass areas 
- level, or lumpy 

or steeply slop-
ing. Thefinish 

onthetur f is 
, perfect! 

Jacobsen main distributors 
C A M B R I D G E S H I R E 
N O R T H A M P T O N S H I R E 
B E D F O R D S H I R E 
Turf Equipment Services Ltd 
Saffron Walden 079 984 303 

C U M B R I A 
N O R T H U M B E R L A N D 
D U R H A M C L E V E L A N D 
N O R T H Y O R K S H I R E 
Fewsters Agricultural Services Ltd 
Hexham 3511 
Darlington 67554 

L A N C A S H I R E 
W E S T A N D S O U T H 
Y O R K S H I R E 
C H E S H I R E 
G R E A T E R M A N C H E S T E R 
N O T T I N G H A M S H I R E 
D E R B Y S H I R E 
Fearnco Ltd 
Sheffield 074 15 2181 

S C O T L A N D 
A. Et J. Bowen & Co. Ltd 
Glenrothes 758266 
ESSEX K E N T 
EAST S U S S E X 
EAST L O N D O N 
W. Grant Currie Ltd 
Epping 73780 
Brighton 64433 
H U M B E R S I D E 
L I N C O L N S H I R E 
L E I C E S T E R S H I R E 
Achurch & Sons Ltd 
Horncastle 3411 
Louth 2304/5 
Woodhall Spa 52141 
B U C K I N G H A M S H I R E 
O X F O R D S H I R E 
B E R K S H I R E S U R R E Y 
John Wilder (Agricultural)Ltd 
Wallingford 36636 
Reading 53204 
Bracknell 20458 

C O R N W A L L D E V O N 
S O M E R S E T A V O N 
W I L T S H I R E G W E N T 
G L A M O R G A N 
G L O U C E S T E R S H I R E 
Keliands Ltd 
Bridgwater 8111 
Bath 858288 

N O R F O L K 
S U F F O L K 
John Riches (Agricultural) Ltd 
Norwich 56155 
Wrentham 285 
Melton 2801 
Sculthorpe 2333 

W A L E S 
S T A F F O R D S H I R E 
W A R W I C K S H I R E 
W E S T M I D L A N D S 
S H R O P S H I R E 
H E R E F O R D S H I R E 
W O R C E S T E R S H I R E 
Kings Heath Mowers Ltd 
Birmingham 021 444 2746 
Stoke-on-Trent 0782 23431 
D O R S E T 
H A M P S H I R E 
W E S T S U S S E X 
B. A. Rolfe & Sons Ltd 
Romsey 513185 

S O L E U K C O N C E S S I O N A I R E S 
Rolfe's International Turf Equipment Winchester Hill, 
Romsey Hampshire. Romsey 513185 



BUT, leaving room to pitch over it and 
sufficient space to pull up before or a 
little past the pin. There was no water-
ing then and at 600. feet up the 
ground was usually fast. Another 
feature is that being a pre-century 
course there was, and is, severe trouble 
at the back if the ball runs through the 
greens. This has always struck me as 
being wrong. It dictates defensive play. 
And so our pins must not be too far 
back 

* Anticipating grumbles from the 
expert Greenkeepers: "What is all this 
waffle about?", the salient point must 
be made. My old and revered friend, 
who has been mentioned before, the 
Head Greenkeeper, did not play. There 
are self-opinionated people who will 
not seek aid from others who may 
have equal acquaintanceship with the 
subject. Which is why I enlisted the 
help of a member, who had won the 
India Amateur, and in our Amateur 
had taken George Dunlap winner of 
the American equivalent in 1933 to 
the 20th hole where the American 
holed a No. 6 iron to win. 

There is the team. Our problems 
were increased because the greens 
undulated. There was a legend in the 
club that you could spend ten years 
studying the line and still be wrong. 
And so we three chose that time in the 
evening when the sun was casting 
shadows, and to use an Irishism, high-
lighting the dips. One is ever finding a 
new experience. Practically every 
green was built up. Lying prone on the 
bank, eyes at ground level there was a 
very different picture from that gath-
ered when ranging like a dog sniffing 
for a scent, or dangling a putter in 
front of the eyes . . . which gave me a 
squint the only time it was tried. 

Before reaching that stage, the 
layout of the hole has to be considered 
and the topography of the ground. 
Yes, I know we have played it many 
times, which is why we take things for 
granted. The first because the archi-

tect, or even before their time, has 
either set the green at an angle to the 
fairway or introduced bunkers guard-
ing the entrance. This to make the 
player place his drive tactically and 
make his second the simpler. We know 
then in general from which point of 
the compass the ball will come. The 
topography i.e. any slopes will cause 
the ball to run from them. Once again 
it is to be remembered that there are 
no 'pudding' greens to play to. That, 
one might hope, was the last of our 
problems, that is if you can ever 
expect it in golf. 

It is not inopportune to recall 
Bobby Locke's dictum that every putt 
is a straight one. In judging a borrow a 
spot is chosen over which the ball 
should answer the slope. It is a straight 
putt to that spot. 

The time has arrived for our 
little party to return to the green. The 
Greenkeeper with his hole cutter (an 
act that requires more skill than sup-
posed), my friend with his putter and 
myself. A custom was to pick an area 
offering level putting ground for three 
feet round the hole. That was out of 
the question on our greens, and prob-
ably many others. There is some com-
fort to be drawn from television in the 
Open and other important occasions. 
Many a time a ball is seen to curve off 
line a foot from the hole. Only a 
borrow or nap can make it do that. An 
ill-struck putt is on the wrong trail 
from the start. 

Well, there we were. Myself in 
the lying-load position (does the army 
use that today?), our good golfer 
putting or hand-rolling the ball. Eight-
een holes is a full day's task . 

The percipient will have remem-
bered that the pin never rested in a 
certain part of the green. It would be 
at a club that held an important meet-
ing, and a seasoned Greenkeeper was 
nursing that piece until the time came 
when he wanted to do his Pin-Placing. 



aree 
more than 
ever your 
best bnvt 

Most purchasing Authorities will be looking for 
economies once again, not only at point of purchase 

but in after-sales service also. Amenity users will 
never* leless expect the sports areas to be properly 

mown and maintained and the committee 
concerned will be expected to perform the 

miracle. 

Our Atco Heavy Duty and Professional mower 
range is 'cut for cut' your 'best buy' today—and 

compare the prices! 

If you want to know more, let us know at the address 
below and we will arrange for our Distributor in 

your area to send a brochure or visit you, whichever 
you wish. But don't delay. Act now! And remember, 

Atco's supremacy is based on service! 

CHARLES H.PUGH LIMITED 
ATCO WORKS TILTON ROAD BIRMINGHAM B9 4PR 
TELEPHONE 021-772 2524-2551-3892 



IN EARLIER ISSUES we announced a 
scheme, sponsored by Ransomes, invit-
ing articles from members of the 
Association on certain subjects perti-
nent to the good running of a golf 
course. 
The six subjects selected were: 
1. Advantages or Disadvantages of 

the use of winter greens. 
2. The need and advantages of auri-

fying fairways. 
3. Bunker renovation. 
4. Reducing the fertiliser bill by 

extending some roughs and 
carries. 

5. Raising the standard of the tee 
areas to that of the approaches. 

6. Are triple greens mowers bring-
ing signs of extra wear on greens 
as forecast when they were 
introduced to the world golf 
market. Have you found any 
additional programme has been 
necessary to combat any ill 
effects they may have created? 

The first winning entry, which will 
earn the author £10 was submitted by 
Mr. A. Price of Carmarthen G.C. and 
deals with subject number six. We pub-
lish Mr. Price's article below. 

EFFECT OF 
TRIPLE GREENS MOWERS 

THIS IS MY 4th year of Ransome 
Hahn Greens Maintenance and con-
trary to the forecasts of doom by 
alleged experts that the weight of the 
machine, the treaded steering wheels, 
the wide bald driving wheels, and the 
67" cut would be detrimental to the 
upkeep of fine putting surfaces. 

My greens have never been in 
better condition, as regards grass con-
tent, grass coverage, freedom from 
thatch, rapid drainage and true putting 
surfaces. 

This can be verified by Dr. Stew-
art of Aberystwyth University who 
paid the course a visit a fortnight ago 
to test random spots on selected 
greens for root depth, thatch and top 
dressing penetration. 

The Ransome Hahn Triplex as 
all Greenkeepers know can be used for 
scarifying (Verticut Reels), aerating 
(Vibro Spiker Reels). And if the reels 
are used judiciously and intelligently 
by experienced Greenkeepers who 
understand their particular greens re-
quirements taking into consideration 

grass species and severity of thatch 
good results can be anticipated. 

My methods are these, in March 
or April according to when growth 
commences, I set the Verticuts at 
"zero" (level with bottom of front and 
rear rollers) and cut all greens transver-
sely. This may seem drastic treatment 
judging by the amount of material 
removed and bare appearance of the 
greens, but opens up the surface pre-
paratory to Fertiliser treatment (Chip-
mans S.T.F.M.C.A. No. 1) and immed-
iate top dressing of Top soil, sand and 
peat passed through an 1/8" screen at 
a rate of 21bs. per sq. yd. applied by 
the old 36" Sisis with brush attach-
ment. Monthly for April, May and 
June I reset the Verticuts to 1/8" 
(1/16" lower than the greens reels) 
and verticut in two directions. This 
July my greens reels are up to 5/16" 
and my verticuts are set at 1/4" (due to 
drought conditions). 

I also "Vibro Spike" monthly, 
but personally would like to see them 
penetrate a little deeper. To compen-



Cut Costs (and grass) 
with the H ® B \ W ® M O O 

Triplex Mower 

British built for British conditions the 
Horwool 1400 is the ideal machine for 

surrounds and those awkward areas around the course. 
Developed from the well known Triplex 84 
this machine has all the features necessary 

for grass cutting on golf courses without the frills. 
Also available is a full range of Sweepers and Powerakes. Contact us for more information on a demonstration Now. HORWOOL (Manufacturing) LIMITED Fullbridge, Maldonr Essex. Telephone: Maldon 54051 

10 The British Golf Greenkeeper 


