THIL

VERTIR!

T.V.R. (Tractor Vertirake)
— Golf course fairways, Municipal
Parks, Sports pitches.

P.V.R. (Pedestrian Vertirake)
— for Golf greens, Bowling greens,
Cricket pitches and Tennis courts.

These two machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus stimulating recovery and
growth of strong healthy grasses. You will find that each machine will clear the difficult dead, matted,
fibrous grass that is so often so difficult to get rid of.

We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green to the largest Municipal playing
fields. One great labour saving device we have fitted on our P.V.R .model is the very large glass fibre
collecting box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy that would otherwise be wasted
in sweeping up afterwards.

Write for full information on Vertirakes to:

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.

STANMORE HILL WORKS + STANMORE
MIDDLESEX. Tel: 01-954 4171
S
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The Perfect
Partnership

VERDANT GREENFEED | & 3. These two latest additions to the
famous VERDANT range of fertilisers, have been specifically
formulated to work together to provide the ideal balance of

plant nutrients to keep turf in perfect condition
throughout the year.

GREENFEED | APPLIED IN THE SPRING AND SUMMER
provides'that initial boost to enable grass to ‘get away’
immediately conditions are suitable for growth, and its unique
formulation ensures that a strong, healthy growth is
maintained throughout the Spring and Summer.
GREENFEED 3 APPLIED IN THE AUTUMN initially continues
the growth pattern established by Greenfeed |, but with its
lower Nitrogen and higher Phosphate content encourages ROOT
GROWTH instead of top growth, an essential requirement
at this time of the year.

SO IFYOUWANT THE GREENEST GRASS AND THE TOUGHEST

TURF - PARKERS HAVE THE PERFECT PARTNERSHIP!

The British Golf Greenkeeper



A Trip to Luxembourg

R. TEMPEST
TREASURE, SOUTHERN SECTION
B.G.G.G.A.

MORRIS Owen is quite well known
within the Southern Section, having
served a few years as Head Greenkeeper
at Roehampton Country Club.

Almost a year ago now, he and his
family moved to the Luxembourg Golf
and Country Club. At the time it pro-
bably seemed like a precarious venture,
but I am sure Morris will be the first
to admit it was a shrewd move.

Hence, this July, I had a kind invi-
tation to.go and play in the Luxem-
bourg Open. I decided to take my car,
therefore being more mobile and with a
possible chance of doing some sight-
seeing. In six short hours from Calais,
I had drove the 320 miles. On arriving
at the club, I was suitably impressed
with the majestic Club House, but
rather less impressed with the unofficial
traffic warden who happened to be
Morris stripped to the waist directing
traffic into the club car park.

After a very hearty greeting, he
slipped on his shirt and said “Let’s get
down to business™. Seated in the bar I
got a rather splendid view of the 18th
hole. The whole of the course is magni-
ficently lined with Pine trees and Silver
Birch. Even though at the time the
temperature was over 90 degrees, the
fairways and greens looked very lush
indeed.

The reception we received in the
Club House can only be described as
very warm. There were golfers of all
nationalities but everybody seemed, I
must say, extremely friendly.

Finishing up the meal we had just
eaten. Morris said he would show us
around the course and machine sheds.
It was rather more than I bargained for.
On opening up the shed door, there
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stood two Renault cars, one of which
seemed almost new. (For running about
the course, Morris declared). It took
about % hour to get round.

Like most courses if you hit the ball
straight you will be OK., but if you
went off line there was no way out of
the trees. Discussing improvements
which hé had made on the course and
those that were going to be made, left
one with the impression that when it
reaches its full potential it will be one
of the best clubs in Europe.

The following day we had a practice
round and made up a four ball and one
of the chaps was a South African
Seniors Champion, who had the cheek
to keep apologising for hitting the ball
250 yards down the middle. He put
together a very fine round to finish on
a one under par seventy. Needless to
say, if this is what I was going to be
up against, I hoped the food was good.

So with this lesson in golf, we were
now ready for the main event, Morris
who at that time was moaning about
knocking the ball round in level par (he
doesn’t change).

The draw in the first round turned
out rather unfortunate, as I was going
to play their new Club Champion.
Morris also came up against a very good
golfer, which he sorted out five and
four. Nothing to report on my game
(only the food was good). Now that I
had time to relax I had a chance to
see some of the lovely vineyards that
divide Luxembourg from Germany.

Meanwhile. back on the ranch,
Morris had - 1e up against a German
Inte,~atior.. who was about to relieve
him of his .ension three and two, but
I must say he did the B.G.G.A. proud.
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ANDREWS present the famous

PIAGGIO

cheapest off-the-road transport per ton-mile

@ Save fuel
@ Save time
@ Save money

TURNS LIKE A TAXI. As Andrews Piaggio can literally out-turn a London taxi, it can wiggle in and out of awkward places, turning in a little
more than its own length. This remarkable manoeuvrability (exclusive to three wheelers) has already earned Piaggio a large number of orders
on the Continent from factories, airports, warehouses and loading bays where space is at a premium.

THRIFTY AS A MOPED. Andrews Piaggio VC 600 gives an honest 60 miles per gallon (cheap fuel) with a pay load of half a ton, The little
VC 200 yields a wonderful 100 mpg with a 3cwt load. With prices starting around £750 there's no better value on the market today.

TAKE A TEST DRIVE SOON. Telephone Ascot 21960 or send us your name and address—we'll send a colour brochure and/or arrange a private
test drive. There is a dealer with demonstration vehicles in each county

ANDREWS PIAGGIO — DRIVING IS BELIEVING

Ec-----

: Andrews Lawn Edgers Ltd. (Dept BGGP3)
I The Garden Machine Centre, Sunningdale, I

ANDREWS PIAGGIO
vespa cmmercl

Berks. SL5 0JJ.

Please forward your colour brochure and
VCGM ch put me in touch with my local dealer.
I (Tick as necessary). I
Name
I Addr I
MODELS MODELS
L A [ [ B e J
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I was also very impressed with the way
he was treated within the club. They
had a very high regard for the immense
improvement the course had shown in
the short while he had been there, and
consequently they showed their appre-
ciation in £. s. d. (Francs).

Morris had some photographs of the
course on his arrivel. The fairways
couldn’t be seen for worm casts and
also the greens looked as if they had
been cut with gang mowers because of a
lack of any Greenkeeping knowledge.
Needless to say these things were put
right almost immediately by Morris.

In a very short while I was driving
through France on my way home again,
but hadn’t come back completely
empty handed, because along with the
presents I was fetching back I also had
an invitation to pass on to the B.G.G.A.
that if enough people were interested
the Club would be available for a tour-
nament, to take the line of either an
ordinary Greenkeeper’s Tournament or
of a match against the Luxembourg
Club. Note: If anybody is interested in
this venture, please contact me and we
will see what can be done.

Back on the Greenkeeping side, to

give you some idea of the comprehen-
sive list of equipment Morris has at his
disposal.

1 Ransomes Hahn with attachments;
1 Cushman with spikes, top spreader,
sprayer, drag mat; 1 Greensaire; 1 Turf
cutter; 1 Ryan Greensweep; 1 Ryan
Rakemaster; 6 20” Auto certes, 1
Cyclone spreader; 1 Ford 2000 tractor;
1 Ford 3000 tractor with hydraulic
loader; 2 Tractors; 2 Sets Ransomes
sports gang mowers; 1 Tractor mounted
sprayer; 1 Ransomes—Hahn TM-140
Fairway Airiator; 1 Fairway Sweeper;
1 4 Ton trailer (tipping); 2 2 Ton
trailers; 1 Parkerette handsweeper; 1
Ransomes Flailmower; 2 Jacobsens
flailmower; 1 Junior motor triple; 1
Truckster; 2 Flymo’s; 1 Ransomes Com-
mando; 1 Jacobsens Apache; 1 Patter-
son Riddle; 5 Barrows; 1 Power Saw;
2 Power Hedge trimmers; 1 Fairway
Harrow chain; 1 Snowplough. Budget
for one year for machinery approx;
£4,000.

Finally, I'd like to thank Morris’s
wife, Joan for looking after us so well
and congratulate Morris on winning
our annual tournament at Walsall

The party from the East Midlands section of the B.G.G.A. which recently toured Ransomes
factory at Ipswich. Mr. Roy Bailey, sales director of Leicester Horticultural Engineering,

distributors of Ransomes professional grass machinery, who is president of the Section is second
from the right of the picture.
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BOMFORD
BANDIT 2500

steals every economy

on large open space
mowing...

Europe’s widest flail mower, the Bandit 2500 has an 8" 3"
cutting head for mowing and mulching up to 4% acres per hour.

Using a standard 3 point linkage and p.t.o. shaft the fully
guarded cutting head will deal with grass up to waist height.
The light weight flails are reversible and easily replaced to
minimise maintenance costs.

Also available Bandit 6ft. model, cutting up to 3 acres per hour.

BOMEORD Flail Mlowers

Bomford & Evershed Ltd., Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 5SW.
Tel: Bidford-on-Avon (078-988) 3383. Telex: 311081.
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Automatic Watering

BACK in 1970 at Oakdale Golf Club
we were having to come to terms with
thorny problems of how to apply suffi-
cient water to the Greens to maintain
optimum condition without disrupting
our summer work schedule, without dis-
rupting play and without littering the
picturesque course with portable sprink-
lers, hoses &tc.

The obvious answer was to instal
pop-up sprinklers, but, as with many
clubs, the prospect of sudden heavy
capital expenditure did not appeal, so it
was decided to carry out the work in
stages, on a ‘do it yourself basis where
possible.

In this, the Club was fortunate in a
number of respects—the existing pump
and pipe work system could be readily
converted for use with pop-ups—they
had an enthusiastic and hard working
green staff, and a long established firm
of irrigation contractors was based in
nearby Ripon. This company supplied
both technical advice and all necessary
materials to the golf club when we
installed the manually-operated pop-up
sprinklers on one trial green in 1971.

From then, over the next three years,
the programme developed with the club
purchasing equipment as finance and
circumstances allowed, until every green
was watered by manually operzted pop-
ups.

by Walter Heeles

An arrangement was made with the
irrigation contractors to hire a mole
plough with operators on an hourly
basis, which kept everybody happy, and
was used to partially instal some of the
greens, and to replace some of the
existing mains pipe which was not
considered suitable.

The final phase was completed, in-
volving the automation of the complete
system by installing low voltage cable,
electric solenoid valves, control panel,
and improving the pump installation a
good deal of which was again done with
the benefit of advice as needed from the
Ripon.

The resulting automatic system has
brought the club fully up to date in
terms of greens watering, and has
proved a useful exercise in co-operation
between contractor and client, good
relations having been happily main-
tained, despite occasional problems
caused by such factors as rocky condi-
tions on the course. Iand my staff have
learnt a considerable amount about the
practicalities of watering installations
and maintenance and (who Knows?)
perhaps more of this type of venture
will be seen in time to come.

subject to remaining unsold:

The following machines are offered RECONDITIONED and GUARANTEED,

Ransomes Hawn Tournament Triplex complete as
Greensmower with 3 Greens Cutting Units and

Current New Price

Reconditioned

3 Grass Catchers £2943.00 £1950.00
Ransomes Hydraulic Gang Carrier complete with

either 5 Ransomes Sportcutter Gangggwars £2998.00 £1875.00
or 7 Ransomes Sportcutter Gangmowers £4032.00 £2175.00
Ransomes Trailed Triple Gangmower with

Sportcutter Units on pneumatic tyres £985.00 £450.00

Also offered, not reconditioned, but in good running order:
Ransomes Junior Motor Triple Mower with electric start £350.00

ALL THE ABOVE MACHINES ARE SUBJECT TO V.A.T.AT 8%

Send for
full list
of used

22/26 Church Street, Staines, Middx.
Tel: Staines 51123

The Dean, New Alresford, Hants.

machines. GARDEN MACHINERY Tel: Alresford 3222
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CRUMules
the breakfast foodfor grass!

Hart Crumules is the new, clean to use fertiliser
with the crumb-like texture, so economic in use (at
1oz to the square yard) that it can be used freely
on fine turf greens and fairways alike.

Crumules comes to you in easy-to-handle 56Ib bags.

There was never a more sensible grass food. Crumules
is available in two versions—Autumn and Winter,
and Spring and Summer (slow release nitrogen).

Telephone us today for prices and details of

Crumules and other famous spring and summer
fertilisers Hart Turfranger 1 (high organic content

for fine turf) and Turfranger 3 (granular for outfields).

Whatever your turf problem, there is a Hart product
to help you, along with a great deal of good advice.

MAXWELL M. HART _ %
(London) Ltd. >
WINNERSH : WOKINGHAM : BERKSHIRE

Telephone Wokingham (0734) 785655
Telex 848664
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