THE

VERTTRAKEN

T.V.R. (Tractor Vertirake)
— Golf course fairways, Municipal
Parks, Sports pitches.

P.V.R. (Pedestrian Vertirake)
— for Golf greens, Bowling greens,
Cricket pitches and Tennis courts.

These two machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus stimulating recovery and
growth of stfong healthy grasses. You will find that each machine will clear the difficult dead, matted,
fibrous grass that is so often so difficult to get rid of.

We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green to the largest Municipal playing
fields. One great labour saving device we have fitted on our P.V.R .model is the very large glass fibre
collecting box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy that would otherwise be wasted
in sweeping up afterwards,

Write for full information on Vertirakes to:

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.

STANMORE HILL WORKS - STANMORE
MIDDLESEX. Tel: 01-954 4171
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Our Front Cover this month shows the presentation of
the winners cup in an annual invitation tournament
sponsored by John Chaplin (Machinery) Ltd. of Leeds
in which 150 invitations were sent to greenkeepers and
groundsmen to play in the tournament which was held
at Woodhall Hills Golf Club at Calverley, near Leeds,
on Wednesday 28th April. Our picture shows Mr. J.
Evans, Captain of Woodhall Hills presenting the trophy
to J. R. Grierson of Elland Golf Club watched by
Mr. K. Mitchell and Mr. J. Chaplin of Chaplins Grass
Machinery.

EDITORIAL ADVERTISEMENT AND SUBSCRIPTION OFFICES: Chilberton House, Doods
Road, Reigate, Surrey. Telephone: Reigate 43521. SUBSCRlPTlON RATE: £3.50 for 12 issues
post paid. Published during the first week of each month. All rights reserved. Reproduction of
original articles and photographs in whole or in part is prohibited This Magazine shall not, without
the written consent of the publishers first given, be re-sold, lent, hired out, or otherwise disposed of.
Contributions and photographs of interest are invited.

LATEST COPY DATE: l1st of month prior to insertion. g

TO INSERT A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT, write to the Advertisement Manager at the
above address. The rate is £3.00 per single column inch. Remittance must be sent with order. Please
state number of insertions reqluired and write advertisement in block letters. Advertisements will

be inserted in the first availab!

e issue.

Printed by Kenborne Printers Ltd., Kingston upon Thames, Surrey



WE VE GOTA
GREAT REPUTATION
TOMAINTAIN.

If you're responsible for maintaining with variable cutting frequencies
turf, you already know Jacobsen turf and hydraulic lift. Hydro-
i statictransmission
_gives single foot pedal
control. Compare the
cost of the F.133
against equivalent
units; you will be
= pleasantly
m sUrprised.

tion they enjoy amongst groundsmen
all over the world.

You may not know that Jacobsen
products are available from a
national network of Main Distributors
and Dealers throughout the U.K. They
carry all the stocks you need of essential
spares, and they offer a highly
qualified technical back-up service.
They, too, are maintaining our
reputation.

The F.133 cuts up to 50
acres per eight hour day,
efficiently and effortlessly. The
five power-driven gang-units,
giving an 11" width of cut,
are fully articulated,

\

lacobsen main dlstrlbutors

CAMBRIDGESHIRE SCOTLAND CORNWALL DEVON WALES
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE A. & J. Bowen & Co. Ltd SOMERSET AVON STAFFORDSHIRE
BEDFORDSHIRE Glenrothes 758266 WILTSHIRE GWENT WARWICKSHIRE
Turf Equipment Services Ltd ESSEX KENT GLAMORGAN WEST MIDLANDS
Saffron Walden 079 984 303 EAST SUSSEX GLOUCESTERSHIRE SHROPSHIRE

EAST LONDON Kellands Ltd
CUMBRIA W. Grant Currie Ltd Bridgwater 8111 VV%RrsggsRT%%gwl%E
NORTHUMBERLAND Epping 73780 Bath 858288 Kings Heath Mowers Ltd

DURHAM CLEVELAND Brighton 64433
NORTH YORKSHIRE HUMBERSIDE
Fewsters Agricultural Services Ltd LINCOLNSHIRE

FOLK Birmingham 021 444 2746
QSIEFC())LK Stoke-on-Trent 0782 23431

JohnRiches (Agricultural)Ltd DORSET

Hexham 3511 LEICESTERSHIRE

Darlington 67554 Achurch & Sons Ltd e \’,'V‘E'Q"T"iﬁ's“&x
Horncastle 3411

LANCASHIRE th Melton 2801 B. A. Rolfe & Sons Ltd

WEST AND SOUTH  Woodhall Spa 52141 Scliiaiee2333 R——

YORKSHIRE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

SN UACOBSEN

GREATER MANCHESTER BERKSHIRE SURREY

NOTTINGHAMSHIR John Wilder (Agricukural)Ltd.

DERBYSHIRE Wallingford 36636 SOLE U.K. CONCESSIONAIRES

Fearnco Ltd Reading 53204 Rolfe’s International Turf Equipment Winchester Hill,

Sheffield 074 15 2181 Bracknell 20458 Romsey Hampshire. Romsey 513185



STROKE FOR COURSE VALUE

I recall, some years gone, when watch-
ing ‘“The Putter’’ at Rye, to have seen
Roger Wethered play a monumental
recovery stroke at the last hole.

Fully to savour the moment, it is to be
remembered that we were on the 18th
and so witnessing a close-fought match.
Still capable of driving the ball a long
way, he had hooked away into the sand
among the dunes. Standing on tall
ground, looking down at him it was clear
that a high and powerful shot was needed
if he were to reach the fairway. To play
such a stroke demands perfection in
striking. A tea-spoon full too much sand
spells disaster.

He took the ball clean with what I
think to be a No.7., it soared up and away
to finish on the green. The onlookers at
this meeting are connoisseurs of the
game, there was a second or two of
astounded silence.

It was after the return of my numbed
senses, the thought intruded: ‘‘He
couldn’t have done that on my home

course.”” This was no querulous local

bias, but one of fact. That ball would
have been lost, of if found, unplayable
because you cannot swing a club in thick
gorse-whins, for those north of the
border.

This simmered in the mind, for at the
direction of my committee I was fighting
for an extra stroke on our S.S.S. rating for
course difficulties. The reason being the
gorse. In those days there was a narrow
strip of heather, not the growth from
which to recover easily, between the fair-
way and the jungle. It could stop the ball
running into trouble.

In the S.S.S. scheme is written: ‘‘An
addition to the basic Standard Scratch
Score. . . . will be made only for courses
of exceptional difficulties other than
length.”” This raises the question how
exceptional difficulties are defined, and
where does one meet them? In the days
before there was an S.S.S., and any claim
for an extra stroke beyond thought,
I could lead you to a short hole surround-
ed by pineapple plants sharp as spears:
another blind over a bungalow, blind over
a railway viaduct. A green perched on a
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anthill, the sides like those of a pyramid.
To which may be added the circumstance
that the greens were constructed of a
hard mud bace, covered by a thin cover-
ing of sand—no stop.

These circumstances were to be met

with at tropical clubs. Our attitude was,
there is the hole, there are the problems,
lets to it. To avoid that cliche ‘it was the
same for all’ is impossible. I can sense
some saying that it was a travesty of golf.
Over a thirty years contact with the game
in hot countries, I came across one or two
players who refused to play on those
courses. This conceited attitude re-
bounded upon them. When after the
customary two and a half years of duty,
the first half of their four months home
leave was spent in trying to recapture
their game.

Every golfer has a preference for, or
antipathy to a certain type of course.
There are more than one well-known
professional who dislikes links, not as
might be supposed because of the strong
winds, but the ill-defined areas of the
fairways. Trees, bushes or heather,
mostly absent from links, give them an
avenue down which to drive. In short,
and it is understandable, they like to have
a road map. My own preference, of mini-
mum interest, is the links, caused by a
sense of tradition and history. It is pleas-
ing to record that view has been passed
on to some youngsters of my acquaint-
ance.

There is a sneaking feeling the tight
lay-out, such as was my home course
already alluded to, may have an inhibit-
ing effect on the freedom of the swings on
the young, turning them into defensive
players.

As expected we did not get our extra
stroke. Golf is a game and should be
treated as such. But, I cannot get away
from the opinion that the golfer should
have room to swing, even to chip out side-
ways. As I no longer play, that can be
said without prejudice. although it goes
against tradition.

On the other hand, none of us could
have produced that stroke by Roger
Wethered.
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PATTISON IN THE WEST
DEREK RUSSELL

Handsome, debonaire, confident—some
of the words used by him when we said
we want to print something about you—
actually he is not a bad looking chap in
a rugged old fashioned sort of way, two
smashing kids and a very charming wife,
fond of the country and enjoys meeting
peaple—in fact he is just the man to
promote Pattisons new van sales delivery
service.

Calling on Golf Clubs from his local
centre in the west country Derek is able
to offer immediate delivery from the
wide range of our equipment carried by
his van.

Buy The Best—From The Best—
Get The Best Service
H. PATTISSON & CO.
STANMORE, MIDDLESEX
01-954 4171

S. H. GOSS & CO.

WEED CONTROL
SPECIALISTS

Selective or Total Weed Control
Grass Growth Retarding
Brushwood Control
Aquatic Weeds
also

Worm Control
Fertilisers Applied

Fairoaks,

Little Warley,

Hall Lane,

Brentwood, Essex
Telephone: Brentwood 216107

RELF{KENDALL

OF CROYDON AND BARNET

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of
lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS

Also ASPERA, B.S.A.,
BRIGGS & STRATTON,
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX,
VICTA, VILLIERS

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS — MAGNETOS

OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING OUR
EXPRESS SPARES DELIVERY SERVICE

RELF & KENDAI.l.

RANSOMES

Telephone your
immediate requirements to

406 BRIGHTON ROAD. S
SURREY. CR2 6XX. 7

16a PLANTAGENET R
HERTS. 7o/

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professwnal
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground
The British Golf Greenkeeper




SECOND
BRITISH TURFGRASS SYMPOSIUM

The 2nd British Turfgrass Symposium,
organised by the British Golf Green-
keepers Association and Co-Sponsored
by a number of suppliers to golf courses,
will be held at the Burford Bridge Hotel,
Mickleham, Dorking, Surrey, on Tues-
day, Sth October, 1976.

The theme of this year's conference
will be ‘Golf Course Design Construction
and Maintenance’ and will consist of
four papers, two to be presented in the
morning session and two in the after-
noon. The subjects and speakers are as
follows:

‘International Golf Course Design and
Construction’ by F.W.Hawtree.

‘Bunker Design and Maintenance’ by
J. K. Campbell.

‘Budgeting for Golf Course Maintenance
against Objectives’ by a leading U.S.A.
Golf Course Superintendent.

‘Green Construction & Grasses by
R. W. Palin.

Time has been allowed after each
paper for question and answer sessions
and for further discussion on each
paper.

The Burford Bridge Hotel is a high
class hotel at the foot of Box Hill and its
Tithe Barn, an integral part of the hotel
offers excellent facilities for both speak-
ers and delegates to enjoy the conference
in comfortable and extremely attractive

" Seedsg
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surroundings. The cost of attending the
conference will be £5 which will include
admission to all sessions, morning coffee,
buffet lunch, tea and a printed copy of the
papers. Maximum attendance is limited
to 300 due to the physical restraints of
the conference room. Application forms
for attendance will be distributed with
next month‘s issue of The British Golf
Greenkeeper at which time the event will
be widely publicised through national and
trade media. Readers wishing to ensure
a place at the Conference may write to
Walter Heeles, the Hon. * Secretary,
enclosing £5.

For delegates wishing to stay overnight
in the Dorking area the following are local
hotels who can be contacted regarding
accommodation:

Burford Bridge Hotel, Dorking, Surrey.

Dorking 4561
The Bell Inn, West Street, Dorking,
Surrey. Dorking 2801
Bridge House Hotel, Reigate, Surrey.
Reigate 46801

Cranleigh Hotel, 41, West Street,
Reigate, Surrey. Reigate 40600
Reigate 43468
Drift Bridge Hotel, Epsom, Surrey.
Burgh Heath 52163
Dukes Head, Brockham Green, Dorking,
Surrey. Betchworth 2023
Punch Bowl Motel, Reigate Road,
Dorking, Surrey. Dorking 2820
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(#3hma%Turf Care System Cuts Costs

Purchase the basic CUSHMAN TURF TRUCKSTER
18 H.P. Vehicle- then add as many of the modular
accessories as you need for the work you have

to be done. No need to buy another expensive

vehicle. In minutes
you can attach the
module you need by
using simple pins that
slide in and out. DUMPING/HAULING

No need for tools. 1,000 Ib. payload, hydraulic dumping

TOP DRESSIN CUSHMAN travels at speeds up to 22 m.p.h. between
1 Green accurately in 10 minutes. jobs, and will pull standard set of three gang mowers.
Mounts on Truckster Chassis

SPREADING \ A i
Spreads 40’ wide SPRAYING
18 Greens in 2 hrs. Precise spraying rates

QUICK AERATING
18 Greens in half a day. Deep slicing,
coring, or open spoons.

SPIKING
18 Greens in 2% hrs.

Get the facts TODAY from: BUY ON A BUDGET
BUY THE BASIC TRUCKSTER AND THE
MODULES YOU NEED MOST' THEN HIRE

THE OTHERS FROM HUXLEY'S UNTIL
UIXxieus FINANCE IS AVAILABLE TO BUILD UP
THE COMPLETE OUTFIT

GARDEN MACHINERY

22-26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX. THE DEAN, NEW ALRESFORD, HANTS.
(STAINES 51123) (ALRESFORD 3222)
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The Greenkeepers

HEAD Greenkeeper at Broadstone
(Dorset) Golf Club is E. R. West. Eddie
West started work at the club in 1963
taking over as Head Greenkeeper in 1966
from Albert Crane who had been with the
club for 40 years. Previous work included
a spell at the Meyrick Park course in
Bournemouth which was interrupted by 2
years National Service in Germany. Eddie
has been a member of the B.G.G.A.
since 1963 and a member of Parkstone
Artisans from 1955-73. Successes include
the South Western Championship
held at Launceston in 1973. Eddie is now
a member of Broadstone G.C. and plays
off a handicap of 4.

Broadstone is an 18 hole course sited
on heathland but well wooded with Pine,
Oak & Silver Birch. It is an interesting
course on undulating ground offering a
first class challenge without being unduly
long. The club has 800 members served
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by the club Professional P. Ward. There
is a total Greenkeeping staff of five plus
two part time assistants when those are
required.

Equipment owned by the club includes
A Ransome Triplex, 3 Auto-Certes, 1
24" Matordor, 4 Flymos, Bomford Bandit
Flail, 2 Tractors, Triple Gang Mower, 1
Cyclone Spreader, 1 Sprayer, 1 Hayter
Condor, 1 Pattisson ‘Spiker, 1 Cart,
1 Front Loader Bucket, 1 Rotary Screen,
1 Dixon Air Cannon (for leaf clearing).

Seeds/Fertilizers/Fungicides used by
Eddie include Fisons Mersil, also their
weed cleaner, Cannock, SAI, Supaturf
and May & Baker.

The course presents Eddie with few
problems. There has been some drainage
problems on greens and fairways, but a
drain renewal programme was started
last winter which will be spread over the
next year or two.

3
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BEnsun STEWARTS OFEDINBURGH

BLUEGRASS (Poa Pratensis) TURFCULTURE SUPPLIES

Formally known as Warren’s A-34

CLEAN BALL
A Smooth Stalked Meadowgrass! HOLE CUPS
* CAST ALUMINIUM ALLOY
¥ ;"fJ%OHVYE“s QUICKLY FROM * BRIGHT SILVERY FINISH
* KEEPS THE BALL CLEAN
o Highly disease resistant. * CONFORMS WITH THE RULES

£2.75 each, plus carriage & VAT

e Thrives in open sunlight and
varying soil conditions. Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd.

Stronghold Works
o Withstands short mowing,

Soun 1015 Taeh; Mayfield Industrial Estate
Dalkeith EH22 4BZ
o Withstands shade (up to 65%). Telephone: 031-663 6617
° P{t:d::fces a dense green sward
el EASTCOTE
B 5 NURSERIES
En un (Solihull) LIMITED
f
BLUEGRASS SEED i
costs |ess TREE MOVING
We now have available a
1 Pound Sows comp'ete range of Tree
2,000 Sq Ft Moving equipment to trans-
(Over 1,000 seeds per sq. ft.) plant Trees up to 35’
Wood Lane,
HURST GUNSON el
Solihull,
COOPER TABER LTD.
Witham, Essex CM8 2DX West Midlands
PHONE: Witham 516600 Tel: Hampton in Arden 2034

(SPD Code 0376)




