The Hydraulic is kept simple

THE latest addition to Ransomes
range of professional grass machinery,
the Mounted Hydraulic 3, was seen in
public for the first time at the Institute
of Groundsmanship International Exhi-
bition, Motspur Park 1975.

It is expected to be used by golf clubs
for fairways and semi-rough areas.

Drive to the cutting cylinders is
through the self-contained hydraulic sys-
tem within the machine, which is simply
controlled by a single lever behind the
operator which selects forward drive,
neutral and reverse. Reverse drive is an
important feature, used for cleaning
choked cutting cylinders and for back
lapping to keep a keen cutting edge.

The hydraulically driven cutting cylin-
ders offer a wide range of cuts per metre
to suit different cutting conditions. The
same complete cutting unit is used as on
the highly successful Hydraulic Power
5/7 Mk II and Motor 5/3.

The Mounted Hydraulic 3 is suitable
for use with Ford 3000, and Massey
Ferguson 2135 trailers. It takes under
ten minutes to mount or dismount the
outfit from the tractor so the tractor can
easily be released for other operations
when required.

To ensure operating costs are kept to
a minimum the design of the machine
has been kept simple, and where possible
components and assemblies already used
in other models. particularly the Hy-
draulic 5/7 and Motor 5/3, have been
incorporated. In this way the initial cost
of the machine has been kept down and
distributors and customers will benefit
from not having to hold large stocks of
new spare parts.

Listed today at £1,125, the first pro-
duction quanities of the Mounted Hy-
draulic 3 will be available for delivery
in June/July 1976.

STEWARTS GRASS COMB

FOR THE MAN WHO TAKES PRIDE
IN HIS TURF

From the People
who care about Service

STEWARTS

OF EDINBURGH
FINE TURF SPECIALISTS
EDINBURGH EH2 2AY 031-556 2102

S. H. GOSS & CO.

WEED CONTROL
- SPECIALISTS

Selective or Total Weed Conrtrol
Grass Growth Retarding
Brushwood Control
Aquatic Weeds
also

Worm Control
Fertilisers Applied

Fairoaks,

Little Warley,

Hall Lane,

Brentwood, Essex
Telephone: Brentwood 216107
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NEWS

TWYFORD SEEDS LTD., of Ban-
bury, Oxfordshire, have stated that they
arc prepared to give a lecture and film
show on grass breeding at branch meet-
ings of The Greenkeepers’ Association.
The film is very interesting and shows
how the Dutch plant breeders set about
breeding new varieties and we suggest
that branch secretaries contact Twyford
Seeds direct.

CHIPMAN LTD. announce that fol-
lowing commencement of excavation at
the Baseball Ground on April 29th some
4,000-tons of the existing playing area
have been removed, an intensified and
scientifically calculated underground
drainage system and specially selected
sand topping has been installed. This in-
volved the placement, spreading and
consolidation of over 6,500-tons of vari-
ous sands designed to produce the re-
quired degree of hydraulic conductivity,
together with the installation of a fully
automated pop-up “Toro” irrigation sys-
tem. Overseeding with Scottish Agricul-

tural Industries T.F.3 Turf Seed follow-
ing incorporation of a special blend of
N.P.K. fertilisers was completed on June
7th.

Despite one of the driest Summers for
many years, root establishment by the
end of July was 6” in depth with an ex-
cellent level of germination of all grass
species. This progress was aided by the
application of I.C.I. slow release nitro-
gen in the form of “Gold-N".

The Baseball Ground has been speci-
fically designed to achieve a pre-
determined level of surface water drain-
age. By implementing the recommenda-
tions of Dr. V. 1. Stewart and Dr. W.
Adams of the Soil Science Unit, Uni-
versity College of Wales, Aberystwyth,
an improving establishment of the turf
is already present after three months and
this progress should continue. Chipman
will monitor the turf’s future nutrient
requirements and maintenance pro-
grammes in order to ensure that this
highly permeable pitch provides the
playing conditions demanded by a
highly professional team.

SEASCALE GOLF
cLuUB

HEAD GREENKEEPER
Required for Links Course.
Salary by negotiation.

Free three bedroomed flat
available adjacent to course.

Apply in writing to:—

MRS. K. M. BOYS,
Hon. Secretary.

ASHTON & LEA GOLF CLUB LTD.
APPOINTMENT OF
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applications are invited for the
above post at the Ashton and Lea
Golf Club, near Preston, Lancs. (18
holes).

Applicants should possess all
round experience in course husban-
dry and maintenance of equipment.

An excellent salary will be paid
and assistance with housing, if re-
quired.

Applications, with names of two
referees to—

The Secretary,

Ashton & Lea Golf Club Ltd.,
down Tudor Avenue,

off Blackpool Road, LEA.
Preston, Lancs. PR4 OXA.
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‘GOLD-N’
the fertilizer to last

theseason
Slow release nitrogen fertilizer

from ICI (32% N)

This 32% N Fertilizer is an absolute
boon to everyone concerned with superb
grass,whether it be for a sportsfield or for
general amenity areas.

It gives an initial boost within a few
days,then a steady supply of nitrogen for up
to 5 months. It keeps the turf lush and green
all season and minimises leaching and
scorching.

So you need only apply it once, by
hand or machine. That's a great saving on time
and labour.

‘GOLD-N'is a highly efficient source of
nitrogen—it goes further. And virtually
all the nitrogen is usable, even at low soil
temperatures.

It flows easily and is free from dust and
there are no disease risks.

You can use it indoors on glass-house
crops.or outdoors on vegetables, pot plants,
fruit and shrubs as well as on grass.

It's another great winner from ICI.

November

For further details, contact:

ALL USES

Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd.,
Bristol Avonmouth 3601
Cambridge 0223)61601
Guildford (0483) 65551
Lincoln (0522)24531
Shrewsbury (0743)4021
York (0904) 56761
SAI Horticulture Ltd. Edinburgh 031554

5451/6
Richardsons (Ulster) Ltd.  Belfast 57424/5/6
ICI (Ireland) Ltd. Dublin 771831
GLASSHOUSE CROPS

Plant Protection Ltd., Yalding
Maidstone 812511
TURF
Chipman Limited

Horsham 60341 Harrogate 68658 Nottingham 52397

‘GOLD-N’

slow release nitrogen fertilizer



Long, hard look at turf

Extracts from a paper entitled “Composition and Nourishment of Amenity
Swards™ delivered by Robert W. Palin, Technical Director, Suttons Seeds Ltd.,
London Road, Reading, at a Seminar, “Turf 75, held at Reading University.

I HAVE already commented upon the fact that there is probably more
general leisure time than ever before for most of the populace. There is also
more sport being played and it is not unreasonable to suppose that most given
areas of sports turf are required to accommodate more and more facilities each
year, which must involve the available turf in excessive wear and tear. So much
so, in fact, that one is now being asked to advise on the construction and main-
tenance of “all weather surfaces” for winter games, and synthetic or simulated

grass for both lawns and games areas.

Before we find ourselves in the posi-
tion of having decisions made for us in
regard to what sort of grasses we
require, let us take a long hard look at
the grass swards with which we are in-
volved and ask ourselves a few pertinent
questions:

1. What sort of playing surface do I
need?

R. C. CRAIG

AND CO. LTD.

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS

¥ Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERIES LTD.

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD.
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD.
GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE

We will gladly call on you to advise
on your grass cutting equipment or
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now

*

153 Arch Stamford Brook

Station, LONDON, W.6
01-748 5415
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2. How long is it expected to last?

3. How much will I have to spend in
general maintenance?

Those three will do to begin with and in

themselves each hide a string of related

questions. Let us take them one by

one .

What sort of Playing Surface do I Need?

(a) If | have a general sports complex in
my care I cannot answer this ques-
tion in a few words—each sport to
be catered for will dictate the sur-
face needed.

(b) If I have a Golf Course—the greens,
approaches, tees, semi-rough, rough
and fairways will all proclaim their
special neads.

(¢) The local park will demand purely
aesthetic turf, that to take wear and
tear despite “Please Keep off the
Grass” notices and that to stand up
to the “rough and tumble” of
children’s play.

Despite the varied peculiar demands
of each sport there are, of course, cer-
tain basic requirements which are indeed
the same in 1975 as they were in 1875,
or even in 1775!!

(i) There must be a blending of com-
patible plants.

(ii) These plants must grow in harmony
producing a dense covering to the
earth’s surface.

(iii) The complete plant must not only
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cover the surface but ramify the
soil.

(iv) The herbage must be able to sur-
vive defoliation to a greater or
lesser degree.

{(v) The plants must be sufficiently
robust as to withstand the vagaries
of climate and the superficial dam-
age of usage.

(vi) As far as possible the same plants
should be of botanically perennial
classification and of evergreen habit.

In the United Kingdom seldom do we
find a single species—or rather single
cultivar grass sward capable of provid-
ing and/or withstanding the foregoing
formidable list. Mostly the natural turf
of the mountain hills, the downs, the sea
marshes is made up of both tufted and
creeping sorts—remember my earlier
quotation in regard to FESTUCA

OVINA TENUIFOLIA . .

“Although most useful in mixture
with other grasses, a homogenous turf
cannot be obtained from Fine Leaved

Sheep’s Fescue alone as its habit is to

grow in dense tufts which have an

antipathy to each other.”
This emphasises the need for more than
one grass in the composition of turf—
add a Creeping Fescue—add a Creeping
Agrostis and you have the natural blend
of both creeping and tufted sorts. It
would indeed be a tragedy were we to
go forward into 1975 and beyond, mis-
guided in the belief that the turf needed
in these Islands is that from far across
the sea and of a single type—creeping
either by means of stolons or rhizomes
—we could so easily be misled—have in-
deed in comparatively recent times been
misled, albeit domestically, in the un-
warranted and unsatisfactory use of
AGROSTIS stolonifera—a cultivar of
which, according to some reports, was
“a chance mutation as a result of the
Atom Bomb”. Such grasses have their
place in the order of things and in cer-
tain locations are the natural answer to
man’s need of sporting turf. In our

“Race Courses
s, Parks

Playing Fields

¢ Bowling Greens

% Tennis Courts

 Raw
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reigns supreme
(conventional or automatic)

: 0se Bird
3 uqmpmont for their irrigation systems. 40 years of experience in
k. the design and development of sprinklers combined with modern
technology and a

igh standard of quality control have established

RainBird as the largest manofacturers of quality impact sprinklers
and other irvigation equipment.

Fnr full details of the bes( in turf irmgation contact our officially appointed area distributors: -
lan Maiden, Farrods of Ripon Ltd., Dallamires Lane, Ripon,Yorks Tel: Ripon 4455

Gerry Wilkims, Rainbow Irrigation, Sussex House, 23 Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex
Tel: Hurstpierpoint (0273) 832888

or the Sole U.K. Distributors: —

Irrigation Division, Sterling Works, Bath Road, Aldermaston, Berks. Tel: Woolhampton 2346.
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Perfect Greens,
Tees & Fairways

Cut expensive labour costs with a com-
plete Cameron System — a wise investment
that soon pays for itself. Cameron Auto-
matic Pop-Up Sprinklers automated by
the Cameron Electronic Control Panel are
used at over 100 courses all over the
world — including Britain's first complete
fully automatic Fairway Watering System
at Coombe Hill

@@m@[ﬁ@m puts watr tork

* Waters greens, tees and fairway at regular intervals—right through the night
* One man controls entire system. * No inconvenience to players.

* Disperses dew. * Can be used 10 apply fertilisers

+ Free survey and full estimate without obligation.

* Portable sprinklers of all types available.

Cameron's unique experience means perfect greens, tees and fairways throughout
the year. Write for details.

C2MEron

| Amemberof Reed Irrigation International

Cameron Irrigation Company Limited
- Harwood Industrial Estate Littlehampton, Sussex BN17 6BR Telephone: Littlehampton 39856 (5 lines) Telex: 877483 "

Say away with Dorman

P " 4
This 44 gallon trailer sprayer unit
with its 18ft spray boom is
perfect for the large park or golf
course. Many useful accessories
are available including a trolley
sprayboom for working on fine
turf up to 120ft away from the
tractor.

The ‘Ely’ sprayer has a 10 gallon
tank feeding a 7ft spray boom.
Although normally supplied with a
2-stroke engine a 4-stroke power
unit is also available. The ‘Ely’ can
also be fitted with a hand lance
making this compact machine even
more versatile.

Many other models available to meet any requirements.
The Dorman Sprayer Co. Ltd. Brays Lane, Ely, Cambs. Tel: Ely (0353) 2833/4/5/6.
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climate other grasses are in all respects
more suitable.

There must indeed be a blending of
compatible plants—an assortment of the
botanically creeping and tufted sorts.

Plants can only grow in harmony if they
are suited the one to the other and
again I would hark back to my earlier
quotation and refer to TRIFOLIUM
REPENS PERENNE (Perennial White
Clover) . . .

. it may become too abundant,
and seed should be sown with discre-
tion.”

Not only should the choice of subject
be made with extreme care but so should
the amount by weight of seed employed
for each species and/or cultivar be
decided upon with the utmost prudence.
Too much AGROSTIS, too much
LOLIUM or the converse in each case
can only lead to an unharmonious blend
—a poor unnatural sward which will
be an inadequate cover to the earth.

The complete plant must not only
cover the surface, but ramify the soil—
why so?

[ have purposely chosen the words
“complete plant” for there are always
those who seem to believe that the grass
plant i1s unique in that it may be utterly
defoliated and yet happily survive—as
evidenced by the “Brown Wicket
Brigade” amongst our cricketing friends.
Truly some few—but very few—grasses
may survive such brutality — perhaps
these really do scream in protest—they
would certainly have their entitlement so
to do—but even these cannot survive
constant and prolonged defoliation.

@ Mr Palin’s analysis will be con-
cluded in a future issue

Ihe (:rm-nl\wqwr

HISTORY was made on September 12th
when the first public house in the UK.
featuring the noble art of Greenkeeping
was opened. Owned by brewers Greene
King, the pub, appropriately named “The
Greenkeeper”, was built as the entrance to
Thorpe Wood Golf Course, the only muni-
cipal course in Peterborough, 11 miles
west of the city on the new A.47 road. In
case you don’t identify yourself with the
character depicted, the artist was a lady,
her model unknown. Will the offending
greenkeeper please stand up. Our thanks
are due to Mr. F. E. Sismey, Head Green-
keeper at Peterborough Milton G.C., for
this information.

Granular Fertilisers

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS
AND APPROACHES

CANNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 3LW

SEND
o

FOR OUR FREE
' GREENKEEPING®
CATALOGUE

Novembei



DONCASTER GOLF CLUB

18 Holes Heathland Course (now
under part reconstruction) invites
applications for the position of
WORKING HEAD GREENKEEPER

Must be fully experienced and
capable of maintaining modern
course equipment and plant.

Salary negotiable. Assistance with
accommodation.

Apply :

Hon. Secretary,

Doncaster Golf Club, Bawtry Road,
Bessacarr, Doncaster,

South Yorkshire.

T & G FOX
(Horticultural) Ltd.

Let us hire you

RYANS GREENSAIRE

RYANS TURFCUTTER
POWERAKES; SWEEPERS;
TRACTORS WITH GANG MOWERS;
FLAIL MOWER; SPIKER; ROLLER

HORSE SHOE FARM
BREDBURY, STOCKPORT.
Tel. 061 430 2986/5828

HEAD GREENKEEPER
REQUIRED

Must be experienced in
maintenance of machinery and

watermation sprinkler system.
Basic commencing salary
£2,500 +
Apply:—
Secretary

Shirley Park G.C.
Addiscombe Road
Croydon CRO 7LB

or Telephone: 01-654-1143

Diary dates

Oct.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Jan.

Jan.
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LAWN
MOWER
GRINDERS

A comprehensive
range of superior machines
designed and built to suit
operators’ requirements. For
brochure and full details
contact us now.

ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD
Dept. B.G.G. Iron Works, Haverhill,
Suffolk. Tel: Haverhill 2312/3.

N.W. Section, Lecture by
Joseph Metcalfs Ltd., Swin-
ton Park G.C., 7.30 p.m.
North West Section, Talk by
Mommersteeg Seeds, Swin-
ton Park G.C., 7.30 p.m.
Southern Section, Suttons
Seeds, 6.30 p.m.

East Midlands Section,
Annual Dinner/Dance,
Shakespeare Inn, Leicester.
Northern Section, Lecture by
S.A.l.  Horticulture Ltd.,
Moor Allerton G.C., 7.30
p.m. for 8 p.m.

South Coast Section, Lecture
by Mr. J. Bradbury of Mom-
mersteeg International, Alres-
ford G.C., 7 p.m.

Southern Section, Ransomes,
6.30 p.m.

N.W. Section, Visit to Toro.
Sheffield Section, Talk by
Mr. D. F. Boocock of the
S.T.R.I.,, Abbeydale G.C.,
2.30 p.m.

Northern Section, Annual
Dinner, Oakdale G.C.

N.W. Section, Lecture by

Mr. T. L. Hewett, Atco Ltd.
Northern Section, Lecture by
Mr. Tyldesley, a Meteoro-
logical Officer, Moor Aller-
ton G.C.
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Sheffield Section

President :
S. K. ArRNOLD

Hon. Secretary:

B. V. Lax
153 Kilton Road,
Worksop, Notts.

AT Dore & Totley Golf Club on
September 15th, we played our new
Autumn Tournament. It was a new
competition for us, played for the first
time this year. The Trophy and prizes
for this annual competition were very
kindly provided by one of our local
machinery specialists, Messrs. Machin
and Hartwell of Eastwood, Nottingham.
Mr. G. Machin, one of the firm’s direc-
tors, came along and spent the afternoon
with us, and afterwards he presented
the Trophy and prizes to the winners.

It was the first time most of those
present had visited Dore & Totley, and
on behalf of all those present 1 would
like to thank the captain and committee
for the use of the course which was in
fine condition. Thanks also to Ron
Whitehead and his staff.

After we had eaten what must be one
of the best meals this section has ever
had at a golf club, the prize winners
who were, Ist P. Walshaw (Silkstone
G.C)), 2nd A. Goldthorpe, 3rd R. Brails-
ford (Worksop G.C.), 4th P. Quarter-
maine (Worksop G.C.), were presented
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with their prizes by Mr. Machin.

I would just like to say a special
thanks to Mr. Norman Spencer, who
helped with the cards, etc., not only at
this competition but also at our others
this year.

It was very good to have with us at
Dore & Totley one of our Hon. Life
Members, Mr. Percy Booker, who was a
very active member of this section in the
past. Nice to see you, Percy.

Next winter meeting at Abbeydale
G.C., December 4th at 2.30 p.m. Mr.
D. F. Boocock, S.T.R.I., will talk on the
subject of Modern Golf Green and Tee
Construction.

Southern Section
Chairman :

D. S. GourLp

Langley Park G.C.

Hon. Secretary:

MRs. D. MaJor

36 Tynedale Road,

Strood Green, Brockham,
Surrey.

OUR congratulations go to John
Nudds of Gerrards Cross Golf Club and
member of this section on winning the
Evening News Weekend Golfers Tour-
nament at. West Byfleet on September
24th by defeating 16-year-old Middx.
Colt Neil Curtis at the 19th. This sec-
tion was also represented by Don Major,
Betchworth Park Golf Club, who
reached the last eight.

We welcome to this section the follow-
ing new members. F. G. Catchpole and
J. F. R. Wilson as Vice-Presidents, and
H. Millington, D. R. Fisher (R.A.F.
Marnham), W. H. Millen (Tenterton),
A. R. Honess (Chestfield), H. W. Cave
(Wyke Green), M. P. Fitzsimmons
(Beckenham Place Park Municipal),
L. J. Neale (Surbiton G.C.) and Mr.
A. R. Holt.

A good day’s outing with a game of
golf was enjoyed by members of this
section at Foxhills Golf Club, at the
invitation of Huxleys. -A special thank

19



you to George Nurton for all he did to
make the day such a success and also to
John Campbell for the state of the new
course.

The Southern Section Annual Autumn
Tournament was held at Walton Heath
Golf Club on Tuesday, September 9th,
and a most enjoyable day was had by
all. The usual wonderful hospitality was
given by Walton Heath Club.

Our new Chairman, Mr. Dereck
Gould, introduced Mr. Jock Glass who
in turn gave thanks to Walton Heath for
the excellent food and the ever good
state of the course, thanks to good “old
Fred” Dulake and his staff.

The prizes were presented by the Vice-
Captain of Walton Heath, Mr. Hollo-
way. Mr. J. McClune gave a vote of
thanks on behalf of the guests.

A presentation by Mr. David Craig on
behalf of the Southern Section Green-
keepers was made to Mr. Phil Marshall
on his retirement, and goes with our
sincere thanks for 43 years of hard
work he has put into this Section.

The raffle was well supported, the pro-
ceeds of which went in aid of the Bene-
volent Fund.

Afterwards the Artisan Section of
Walton Heath opened their Clubhouse
to finish the day, for which we express
our thanks.

Prize winners were as follows: Ist,
D. H. Major and D. Allen with 80
points; 2nd, W. Cavanagh and —.
Warner, 79 points; 3rd, A. E. Watson
and J. McClune, 78 points; 4th, C. W.
Maston and A. G. Fathers, 77 points;
5th, B. Plain and R. Chase, 77 points;
6th, D. R. Johnston and B. Mitchell, 76
points; 7th, J. C. Newman and J.
Reeves, 74 points; 8th, W. F. Machin
and J. Chrisell, 74 points.

South Coast Section
Chairman : Hon. Secretary:
E. R. JAMES MRs. J. STIMSON
North Wilts, G.C.
Devizes.
ON behalf of those Head Green-
keepers who accepted the kind invitation
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of Mr. E. J. Huxley to play a round of
golf on the new Chertsey Course at Fox-
hills Golf Club on Thursday, August
28th, I would like to say a big thank you
for a marvellous time. “Chertsey”
proved to be a testing course, both in
skill and stamina as the weather was
extremely hot, but I am glad to report
that all the players managed to survive,
thanks to the most welcome liquid re-
freshments provided at the Ist and 10th
tees!

Our second winter lecture will be held
on Tuesday, December 2nd, 1975, at
Alresford Golf Club at 7 p.m. The
speaker will be Mr. Jim Bradbury of
Mommersteeg International and his
topic will be “Modern Grasses for
Sport™.

Another event to be held in December
will be our second Christmas Dinner
Dance and my Committe and I hope it
will be a repeat of last year’s gay even-
ing. Tickets are limited so please make
sure you have returned your invitation
reply slips.

We are pleased to welcome two new
members: Mr. R. D. J. Bradfield of
North Wilts. G.C. and Mr. R. Shepherd
of Dunwood Manor G.C., and we hope
their association with us will be a long
and happy one.

North-West Section

Chairman and Hon. Secretary :
H. M. WALSH

34 Kingsfold Close,
Breightmet,

Bolton, Lancs.

THE complete list of speakers for this
winter’s series of talks is as follows:
October 20th, Mr. B. Metcalf, Joseph
Metcalf Ltd.; November 3rd, Jim Brad-
bury of Mommersteeg Seeds; January
12th, T. L. Hewett of Atcos, Longton
Service Branch; February 16th, Open
Debate of Members; March 8th, R.
Young of Chipmans Ltd.; December
4th, trip to Toros at Darlington. All
these talks will be at Swinton Park Golf
Club, 7.30 p.m., on the given dates due
to the kindness of the Captain and
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