
The Greenkeepers No. 3 : Vic Smith 
VIC SMITH took over as Head 

Greenkeeper of Handsworth Golf Club, 
Birmingham, in 1967 when Ernie 
Benbow retired after 40 years service 
at the Club. After leaving school at 
Market Bos worth in Leicestershire Vic 
did two years night school studying 
botany and then went into the army for 
two years. Among the places he visited 
were Aden, Algiers, Ceylon Egypt, 
Malta, Gibralter, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Japan and Korea. 

After leaving the army he went back 
to Handsworth, becoming first assistant 
after several years. The skills which 
Ernie Benbow had taught him stood 
him well when he became Head Green-
keeper and he further increased his 
experience when he went to the U.S.A. 
with the British Greenkeepers in 1973. 

Vic has served the Association well 
having been for the last 14 years on the 
Midlands Section Committee of which 
he is now Chairman. He is also Vice 
Chairman of the B.G.G.A. Having 
played to 6, his present handicap is 10 
but says he doesn't have the time to play 
so much these days. 

Handsworth is a 21 hole inland type 
course and undulating. In the past ten 
years the course has been beautified by 
the planting of 10,000 trees, a project 
which members yet to come will appre-
ciate. The Club has 850 members in 
all of which 400 are playing members. 
It shares the distinction with the Asso-
ciation of having Carl Bretherton as 
President. 

A total of five full time greenkeeping 
staff have a wide range of equipment to 
heln them. These include 2 Tractors, 
1 Trencher, 1 Shredder, 1 Rotary Soil 
Sifter, 2 Certes, 1 Sprayer, 1 Ransome 
24" Mower, 1 Rotorake, 1 Rotovator, 
2 Flymo, 1 Hayter 26" Rotary, 1 Toro 
70", 1 Ransome Hahn, 1 Sisis Aerater 
Greens, 1 Aerater Fairways, 2 Hayter 
Rotarys 18", 1 Over-green, 1 Mk 10 
Quintuple Gang Mower, 1 Mk 12 

Quintuple Gang Mower, 2 Cyclone 
Spreaders, 1 Van. 

Vic's choice of grass seeds are Can-
nock, Fisons and Mommersteeg. For 
fertilizers he relies on Cannock, Fisons 
and S.A.I, and his choice of fungicides 
is Tecto, Mersil, Maysan and Mildo-
thane. 

One of the special problems presented 
by the course is vandalism as it is on 
the edge of a 300-acre open space, but 
it is fortunate that Birmingham City 
Council are building a new Municipal 
Golf Course next to the course—the 
architect is Mr. Fred Hawtree. Hands-
worth G.C. now has acquired an 
Alsatian dog which they find a very 
good deterrent. One other problem is 
the drains, part of the course has a 
considerable amount of clay, while the 
other half is gravel. The drains are of 
the old type 2" and 4 | ' down which 
created trouble before they had the 
trencher. Over the last 4 years three new 
holes have been made through dense 
woods, bracken and bogs. 



Why the other man's 
grass is always greener 

He goes to Parkers. Lead ing g r o u n d s m e n and g r e e n k e e p e r s g o t o 

Pa rke rs because w e k n o w m o r e a b o u t t u r f t h a n a n y o n e else. F r o m 

s o w i n g , r i g h t t h r o u g h t o m o w i n g . W e can s u p p l y t h e seeds, t h e 

f e r t i l i s e r s , t h e e q u i p m e n t , t h e se rv i ce and t h e e x p e r t care t h a t helps 

t o m a k e t h e f i nes t t u r f . T h e k i n d o f t u r f t h a t can ea rn y o u and 

y o u r c l u b a g o o d name year a f t e r year a f t e r year . 

H o w Parke rs keep g reens g r e e n * Free a d v i s o r y se rv i ce * Big 

s e l e c t i o n o f grass seeds i n c l u d i n g t h e f amous ' V e r d a n t ' range o f seeds 

and f e r t i l i s e r s * M o m m e r s t e e g Ped ig ree grass seed * W a t e r i n g 

e q u i p m e n t * Disease c o n t r o l p r o d u c t s * M o w e r s , t r a c t o r s & specia l -

ised m a c h i n e r y * Sisis range o f e q u i p m e n t * Repa i rs and c o m p l e t e 

a f ter -sa les se rv i ce * D e c k s o n p ro fess iona l grass m a c h i n e r y . 

v ^om sowing b mowing Parkers 
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

T PARKER & SONS (Turf Management) LTD., Worcester Park, Surrey, KT4 7NR Tel: 01-337 7791 or0861 
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Finding your way to the AGM 
For members planning to attend the AGM and Annual Tournament, we reproduce below a map 
of the area and a list of addresses at which accommodation within a reasonable distance can 
be provided. Telephone numbers and bed /break fast prices are also listed. 

WALSALL GOLF CLUB 

PAR-71 S.S.S.-70 
Amateur Record-T. W. B. Homer 66 
Professional Record-Sean Hunt 66 

Represents Dual 
Carriageway 

HOTELS 
CLOVERLEY. 17, Anchorage Road, 

Sutton Coldfield, B73 6EJ 
021 354 5181 £2.50 

MANOR. 3, Manor Road, Sutton 
Coldfield, B74 2PJ. 

021 354 6259 £2.00 
STANDBRIDGE. 138, Birmingham 

Road, Sutton Coldfield, B721LY. 
021 354 3007 £3.00 

CHADWELL. 637 Chester Road, 
Sutton Coldfield, B73 5JS. 

021 373 5870 £2.50 
THE WYCHBOLD. 158 Birmingham 

Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1LY. 
021 354 1092 £3.25 

Granular Fertilisers 
SEND 

NOW 
FOR OUR FREE 

'6REENKEEPING', 
CANNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 3LW"\CATAL06UÊ  

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS 
AND APPROACHES 



[Hotel list from Page 13] 
THE ROYAL HOTEL, Ablewell 

Street, Walsall. 92 24555 
THE COUNTY HOTEL, 45 Birming-

ham Road, Walsall. 92 22391 
THE HARTS HOTEL, Birmingham 

Road, Walsall. 92 22343 
MIDLAND HOTEL, Station Street, 

Walsall. 92 21892 
THE STANMORE HOTEL, 73 

Lichfield Street, Walsall. 92 25012 
THE CORNER HOUSE HOTEL, 

Lysways Street, Walsall. 92 23061 
THE BEVERLEY HOTEL, Lichfield 

Road, Walsall. 92 22999 
MOTELS 
Parson Clerk Motel, Chester Road, 

Streetly. 021 353 1747 
Crest Motel, Birmingham Road, 

Walsall. 92 33555 
Post House, Birmingham Road, 

Great Barr. 021 357 7444 
BOARDING HOUSES 
Dhaldrada Guest House, Mr. L. 

Whittaker, 40, Lichfield Road, 
Walsall. 92 28475 

Mrs. Toon, 33, Highgate Road, 
Walsall. 92 27872 

Mrs. Walmsley, 34, Lichfield Road, 
Walsall. 92 29284 £1.50 

Mrs. Lloyd, Larches Guest House, 
4, Lichfield Road, Walsall. 

92 38730 

Tide down! 
AT THE Waimairi Beach Golf Club, 
New Zealand, they have a copy of the 
tide charts alongside the starting sheet. 
If you can play bunker shots, you play 
when the tide is out, if not, you wait 
till it comes in and the bunkers fill. 

Almost as tricky as the North Island 
Club which uses the water line of a 
tidal river as a boundary. You can hit 
a ball out of bounds, wait a while and 
play it when the tide drops and leaves 
it in bounds. 

Extract from—New Zealand Golf 
Greenkeepers' Association Newletter. 

cut for cut,your best buy 
Don ' t take our w o r d for it. Simply cast your eye over the Atco 20" 'Special ' and look 
at these outstanding fea tu res -

Smooth , robust power 
From a 6 h.p. four stroke engine and a 6 pint fuel tank ensures longer hourage 
m o w i n g be tween refills.. 

Superb cut t ing abi l i ty 
T w e l v e precision ground cut ter blades giving 135 cuts per yard, and special, thin 
b o t t o m blade ensures superf ine cut d o w n to 60 thou. And fur thermore , the close 
spacing be tween the f ront rollers and cut ter reduces the risk of scalping to a min imum. 

Other plus f e a t u r e s -
Include a 'combit ' rake, f i t ted as standard, radiused rollers to avoid marking at end 
turns and ful ly powered t ransport wheels for rapid t ransportat ion f rom green to green. 

Finally - W i s e Inves tment 
The Atco 20 Special ' is cut for cut , your best buy. So w h y not ask your nearest Atco 
distr ibutor for a demonstrat ion by ringing or wr i t ing to the address be low, and f ind 
out for yourself . 

os famous as the turf we cut 
CHARLES H.PUGH LTD. ATCO WORKS TILT0N RD. BIRMINGHAM B9 4PR 
TELEPHONE:- 021 -772 2524.2551.3892 

OJïï©s) 



These clubs answered appeal 
THE following clubs have generously responded to the British Golf Green-

keepers Association appeal for annual donations to help provide funds, 
particularly for training. 

ASHRIDGE G. C., Berkhamsted, Herts. 
LEIGH G. C., Culcheth, Warrington. 
HADLEY WOOD G. C., Nr. Barnet, Herts. 
ROTHERHAM G. C., Rotherham, Yorks. 
BEACONSFIELD G. C., Beaconsfield, Bucks. 
HEARSALL G. C., Coventry. 
PETERBOROUGH MILTON G. C., Peter-

borough. 
LITTLE ASTON G. C., Streetly, Sutton 

Coldfield. 
IPSWICH G. C., Purdis Heath, Ipswich. 
WHITTINGTON BARRACKS G. C. Lich-

field, Staffs. 
RENISHAW PARK G. C., Reinshaw, Sheffield. 
BOLTON G. C., Bolton, Lanes. 
NOTTS G. C., Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottingham. 
GARFORTH G. C., Garforth, Nr. Leeds. 
STONEHAM G. C., Bassett, Southampton. 
WEST END G. C., Halifax, Yorks. 
TEMPLE G. C., Hurley, Nr. Maidenhead, 

Berks. 
LETCHWORTH G. C., Letchworth, Herts. 
BRADFORD G. C , Guiseley, Leeds. 

ROEHAMPTON G. C., Roehampton Lane, 
London. 

MOSELEY G. C., Kings Heath, Birmingham. 
WORSLEY G. C., Monton Green, Eccles, 

DALE HILL G. C., Ticehurst, Nr. Wadhurst, 
Sussex. 

NEATH G. C., Neath, Glam, Wales. 
EATON G. C., Norwich. 
NTH. WORCESTERSHIRE G. C., Northfield, 

Birmingham. 
THE LEICESTERSHIRE G. C., Leicester. 
WATH G. C , Rawmarsh, Nr. Rotherham. 
PARKSTONE G. C., Parkstone, Dorset. 
EDGBASTON G. C., Edgbaston Park, Bir-

mingham. 
WILDERNESSE CLUB, Seal, Sevenoaks, 

Kent. 
THE MOORTOWN G. C., Alwoodley, Leeds. 
THE HARTLEPOOL G. C., Hartlepool, Co. 

Durham. 
THETFORD G. C., Thetford, Norfolk. 

[Turn to Page 17] 



'GOLD-N' 
the fertilizer to last 

the season 
Slow release nitrogen fertilizer 

from ICI (32% N) 
This 32% N Fertilizer is an absolute 

boon to everyone concerned with superb 
grass, whether it be for a sportsfield or for 
general amenity areas. 

It gives an initial boost within a few 
days, then a steady supply of nitrogen for up 
to 5 months. It keeps the turf lush and green 
all season and minimises leaching and 
scorching. 

So you need only apply it once, by 
hand or machine.That's a great saving on time 
and labour. 

fGOLD-N' is a highly efficient source of 
nitrogen—it goes further. And virtually 
all the nitrogen is usable, even at low soil 
temperatures. 

It flows easily and is free from dust and 
there are no disease risks. 

You can use it indoors on glass-house 
crops, or outdoors on vegetables, pot plants, 
fruit and shrubs as well as on grass. 

Its another great winner from ICI. 

'GOLD-N' 
slow release nitrogen fertilizer 

For further details, contact: 
ALL USES 

Imperial Chemica l Industries Ltd., 

Bristol 
Cambridge 
Guildford 
Lincoln 
Shrewsbury 
York 

SAI Horticulture Ltd. 

Richardsons (Ulster) Ltd. 
ICI (Ireland) Ltd. 

Avonmouth 3 6 0 1 
(0223)61601 
(0483 )65551 
(0522 )24531 
(0743)4021 
(0904)56761 
Edinburgh 0 3 1 5 5 4 
5 4 5 1 / 6 
Belfast 5 7 4 2 4 / 5 / 6 
Dublin 771831 

GLASSHOUSE CROPS 
Plant Protection Ltd., Yalding 

Maidstone 812511 
TURF 

Chipman Limited 
Horsham 60341 Harrogate 68658 Nottingham 52397 



[Donations from Page 15] 

HAM MANOR G. C. Angmering, Sussex. 
WOODCOTE PARK G. C., Coulsdon, Surrey. 
WREXHAM G. C., Wrexham, Denbighshire. 
ROYAL WIMBLEDON G. C., Wimbledon. 
LEWES G. C., Lewes, Sussex. 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE G. C., Weston-

Super-Mare, Somerset. 
POTTERS BAR G. C., Potters Bar, Herts. 
GILLINGHAM G. C., Gillingham, Kent. 
THE HERNE BAY G. C., Heme Bay, Kent. 
COOMBE HILL G. C., Kingston Hill, Surrey. 
REDDITCH G. C., Redditch, Worcs. 
RYDE G. C., RYDE, I.O.W. 
ISLE OF PURBECK G. C., Swanage, Dorset. 
TRENTHAM PARK G. C., Trentham Park, 

Stoke-on-Trent. 
FILTON G. C., Filton, Bristol. 
NUNEATON G. C., Nuneaton, Warwicks. 
TOLLADINE G. C., Worcester. 
COTSWOLD HILLS G. C., Cheltenham. 
CLECKHEATON & DISTRICT G. C., Cleck-

heaton, Yorks. 
HEXHAM G. C., Hexham, Northumberland. 
NTH. WARWICKSHIRE G. C., Warwick-

shire. 
HILLSIDE G. C., Hillside, Southport. 
ABERDOVEY G. C., Aberdovey, Merioneth. 
HOWLEY HALL G. C., Morley, Leeds. 
MINCHINHAMPTON G. C., Stroud, Glos. 
ROYAL EASTBOURNE G. C., Eastbourne. 

SHANKLIN & SANDOWN G. C., Sandown, 
Isle of Wight. 

VERULAM G. C., St. Albans, Herts. 
THE WORKSOP G. C., Worksop, Notts. 
KINGSDOWN G. C., Box, Wiltshire. 
MALDON G. C., Maldon, Essex. 
HESKETH G. C., Southport, Lanes. 
DYRHAM PARK COUNTRY CLUB, Barnct, 

Herts. 
HIGHCLIFFE CASTLE G. C., Christchurch, 

Dorset. 
SEAFORD HEAD G. C., Scaford, Sussex. 
KEIGHLEY G. C., Keighley, Yorks. 
GRANGE FELL G. C., Grange-over-Sands, 

Cumbria. 
BUCKINGHAM G. C., Buckingham, MK18 

4AE. 
CAMBERLEY HEATH G. C., Camberley, 

Surrey. 
SLEAFORD G. C., South Rauceby, Lincoln-

shire. 
BURSLEM G. C., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 
CHILWELL MANOR G. C., Chilwell, 

Nottingham. 
MONMOUTH G. C., Monmouth, Sth. Wales. 
DULWICH & SYDENHAM HILL G. C., 

Dulwich. 
HARTSWOOD G. C., Brentwood, Essex. 
DARTMOUTH G. C., West Bromwich, W. 

Midlands. 
LINCOLN G. C., Torksey, Lincoln. 
WAKEFIELD G. C., Sandal, Wakefield. 

[Turn to Page 19] 

electric, telephone, and signal cables, 
water, gas, and oil pipes, 
sportsfield.and parks drainage 

it's easier 
& cheaper with a 
SCOOP TRENCHER 
Scoop Trenchers dig trenches 4, 6, and 8 inches wide, and up 
to 39 inches deep automatically in any soil condition at speeds 
of up to 100 yards per hour. 
A built in winch ensure positive traction even in bad conditions. 
Transportation and work in confined areas is easy because 
Scoop Trenchers are small. 
The digging chains have a breaking strain of 21 tons so Scoop 
Trenchers are robust too. 

, Their initial cost can be saved in only 2,000 yards of work. 

Send NOW for full details of machine, and hire rates to:-

D. F. TREIUHER5 LTD. 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester. Telephone 44411 



"Tailored" to your needs-
A COMPLETE RANGE OF TURF DRESSINGS 

TAYLOR'S SUPER FERTILISER 
Spring/Summer Grade 

T h i s f e r t i l i s e r h a s n o e q u a l f o r f i n e t u r f a r e a s , a n d i s w i d e l y 
u s e d b y p a r k s d e p a r t m e n t s a n d o t h e r a u t h o r i t i e s f o r b o w l i n g 
a n d g o l f g r e e n s . I t i s a s c i e n t i f i c b l e n d o f o r g a n i c a n d i n o r g a n i c 
m a t e r i a l s , a n d i s a c o m p l e t e b a l a n c e d g r a s s f o o d w h i c h m a y 
b e a p p l i e d f r o m M a r c h t o A u g u s t . F i r s t d r e s s i n g a t 2 o z . 
p e r s q . y d . , s u b s e q u e n t l y 1 o z . p e r s q . y d . 

TAYLOR'S C O M B I N E D FERTILISER 
A N D SELECTIVE WEEDKILLER 

m a y a l s o b e a p p l i e d n o w a t 3 o z . p e r s q . y d . 
( a b o u t 8 c w t s . p e r a c r e ) . 

RIGBY TAYLOR LTD. 
VICTORIA W O R K S , BOLTON, BL1 4AE 

Te l : 23956, 26231 ,26232 



[Donations from Page 17] 

KNOLE PARK G. C., Sevenoaks, Kent. 
RUSHMERE G. C., Ipswich. 
LITTLEHAMPTON G. C., Littlehampton, 

Sussex. 
HESSLE G. C., Hesslewood, Yorkshire. 
ROCHESTER & COBHAM PARK G. C., 

Rochester, Kent. 
MITCHAM G. C., Mitcham Junction, Surrey. 
SOUTH SHIELDS G. C., Sth. Shields, Co. 

Durham. 
EAST HERTS G. C., Buntingford, Herts. 
LADBROOK PARK G. C., Tanworth-in-

Arden, Solihull, Warwickshire. 
PENNARD G. C., Southgate, Swansea. 
BRISTOL & CLIFTON G. C., Failand, 

Bristol. 
BERKSHIRE G. C., Ascot, Berks. 
CLACTON-on-SEA G. C., Clacton-Essex. 
CLEVELAND G. C., Redcar, Yorkshire. 
THE WHITLEY BAY G. C., Whitley Bay. 
WILLESLEY PARK G. C., Ashby-de-la-

Zouch, Leicestershire. 
HALIFAX BRADLEY HALL G. C., Halifax, 

Yorks. 
THE PONTELAND G. C., Ponteland, New-

castle-upon-Tyne. 
GIRTON G. C., Girton, Cambs. 
FILEY G. C., Filey, Yorks. 
LEE-ON-THE-SOLENT G. C., Lee-on-the-

Solent. 
SUNDRIDGE PARK G. C., Bromley, Kent. 
FRILFORD HEATH G. C., Abingdon, Oxon. 
THE NORTHAMPTON COUNTY G. C., 

Church Brampton, Northampton. 
PUTTENHAM G. C., Puttenham, Nr. Guild-

ford, Surrey. 
MAIDENHEAD G. C., Maidenhead, Berks. 
RADCLIFFE-ON-TRENT G. C., Radcliffe-on-

Trent, Notts. 
WOODBRIDGE G. C., Woodbridge, Suffolk. 
THE TADMARTON HEATH G. C., Ban-

bury, Oxon. 
EFFINGHAM G. C., Effingham, Surrey. 
WEST MIDDLESEX G. C., Southall, Middle-

SUNNINGDALE G. C., Ascot, Berkshire. 
THE LONG ASHTON G. C., Long Ashton, 

Bristol. 
BROADWAY G. C., Broadway, Worcs. 
OLDHAM G. C., Oldham, Lanes. 
GUILDFORD G. C., Guildford, Surrey. 
ABBEYDALE G. C., Dore, Sheffield. 
CARMARTHEN G. C., Carmarthen, Wales. 
FLACKWELL HEATH G. C., High Wy-

combe, Bucks. 
WILLINGDON G. C., Eastbourne, Sussex. 
WATERLOOVILLE G. C., Waterlooville, 

Portsmouth, Hants. 
MOOR PARK G. C., Rickmansworth, Herts. 
HARTSBOURNE COUNTRY CLUB, Bushey 

Heath, Herts. 

It's almost 
a shame to cut j 

a hole in it 
Nickersons Gold Seal 

S m o o t h as ve l ve t , t r u e as s t e e l - t h i s 
is a g r e e n s o w n w i t h N i c k e r s o n s G o l d 
Seal . G o l d Seal B l e n d is t h e i d e a l 
f i n e - l e a v e d grass m i x t u r e : e x t r e m e l y 
pers is tent u n d e r c lose a n d f r e q u e n t 
m o w i n g , u n i f o r m in g r o w t h , c o l o u r a n d 
t e x t u r e . G o l d Seal , l ike Si lver Sea l f o r 
tees a n d B r o n z e Seal f o r f a i r w a y s , is 
o n e o f N i c k e r s o n s 
spec ia l m ix tu res f o r 
spec ia l s i tuat ions. 

For t h e Seal B l end 
b r o c h u r e r i n g o r w r i t e 
to: 
Nickersons of Rothwell, Scientific Seedsmen, Field House, 
Grimsby, South Humberside DN34 4SX. Tel: 0472 58021 



Sheffield Section 
President: Hon. Secretary: 
S . K . ARNOLD B. V . LAX 

153 Kilton Road, 
Worksop, Notts. 

THANKS for an interesting Lecture 
go to Mr. C. J. Head of Chipman Ltd. 
At Abbeydale on 6th March he gave 

SECTION 
NEWS 

A nationwide round-up of 
news from the branches 
us a talk on The Modern Use of Ferti-
lizers. I am sure everybody must have 
picked up something useful. 

Whilst on the subject of Winter 
lectures, I would like to thank everyone 
who has attended our monthly meetings. 
We averaged between 40 and 50 mem-
bers throughout the winter. If anyone 
has any ideas for next winter's subjects 
maybe they will let me know. 

Dates for our Summer golf fixtures 
are as follows: 

Mr. S. K. Arnold (President) Prize: 
June 11th, Abbeydale Golf Club, 
2.30 p.m. followed by A.G.M. 

Annual Tournament (Section): July 

Spray away with Dorman 

The 'Ely' sprayer has a 10 gallon 
tank feeding a 7ft spray boom. 
Although normally supplied with a 
2-stroke engine a 4-stroke power 
unit is also available. The 'Ely' can 
also be fitted with a hand lance 
making this compact machine even 
more versatile. 

This 44 gallon trailer sprayer unit 
with its 18ft spray boom is 
perfect for the large park or golf 
course. Many useful accessories 
are available including a trolley 
sprayboom for working on fine 
turf up to 120ft away from the 
tractor. 

Many other models available to meet any requirements. 
The Dorman Sprayer Co. Ltd. Brays Lane, Ely, Cambs. Tel: Ely (0353) 2833/4/5/6. 


