
Equipment on lease 
THE demand for high performance 
grass maintenance equipment is increas-
ing due to the dramatic rise in operating 
and labour costs. Clearly, a machine 
which enables one man to cut a very 
large area is cheaper to operate than a 
number of smaller machines needing 
several men to cut the same area in the 
same time. 

However, the larger high work rate 
machine is more expensive and its initial 
cost may make it difficult to fit the new 
machine into the annual budget, especi-
ally when so many other items are 
inevitably needed at the same time. 
Ransomes have provided an answer 
to this problem by introducing a leasing 
plan. 

Ransomes Leasing Company, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Ransomes, 
was established in 1972 when the need 
for a scheme of this kind was foreseen. 
Since that time, demand for the service 
has mushroomed. Most of the "custo-
mers" are golf clubs leasing the Ran-
somes-Hahn Tournament Triplex greens 
management system. Local authorities 
too find the scheme useful for the 
purchase of gang mowers, Hydraulic 
Power 5/7 Gangs, Motor Triple and 
Motor 5/3 machine!. 

The whole range of Ransomes pro-
fessional grass machinery is available 
under this scheme, although there is a 
minimum limit of £500. Leasing offers 
certain financial advantages over buy-
ing outright. In the current circum-
stances of high inflation, leasing means 
that new machinery can be obtained 
before prices rise, and it means that 
equipment can be acquired without 
borrowing money at today's high 
interest rates. 

Interest rates are fixed for the entire 
leasing period when the agreement is 
signed, so the lease itself will not be 
affected by inflation. Leasing allows 
more accurate budget planning, and 
frees capital for concentration in other 

areas. Leasing rentals are fully tax 
deductable and the tax relief gained on 
the lease payments can be claimed as a 
business charge against profits. This 
can lead to a smaller tax liability than 
the usual "capital allowance". 

How does the plan work? Ransomes 
Leasing Company pays the capital sum 
to the dealer who supplies the machine. 
The lease is split into a primary period 
of three years, during which a fixed 
quarterly payment is made, and a secon-
dary period of four years with a much 
reduced annual payment. If it is decided 
to dispose of the equipment after the 
initial three year period, this is just as 
easy as if the machinery had been 
purchased outright. 

There is no problem in getting a lease. 
Any Ransomes distributor will help in 
filling in the application forms. The 
acceptance of this application by the 
Leasing Company serves as the basis 
for the leasing agreement cutting paper-
work to a minimum. 

H E A D 
GREENKEEPER 

REQUIRED FOR 

GOLF COURSE IN ESSEX 

SALARY £3,000 

Applications are invited for 
the above position to men of 
proven experience and ability. 
Modern machinery and auto-
matic watering system. House 
provided. Course within easy 
reach of shops and schools. 
Reply Box No. 



P.V.R. (Pedestrian Vertirake) 
- f o r Golf greens, Bowl ing greens. 
Cricket pitches and Tennis courts. 

J.V.R. (Junior Vertirake) 
- f o r Golf course greens, Bowl ing turf, 
Fine lawns etc. 

T.V.R. (Tractor Vertirake) 
- f o r Golf course fairways, Municipal 
Parks, Sports pitches. 

These three machines have been designed to remove all the thatch, thus 
stimulating recovery and growth of strong healthy grasses. You will find that each 

machine will clear the difficult, dead, matted, fibrous grass 
that is so often so difficult to get rid of. 

We have a machine for every purpose from the small golf green 
to the largest Municipal playing fields. One great labour saving device 

we have fitted on our P.V.R. model is the very large glass fibre collecting 
box which saves an enormous amount of time and energy that 

would otherwise be wasted in sweeping up afterwards. 

Start your New Year off well by writing for full information 
on VERTIRAKES to : 

Pattisson H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD., 
STANMORE HILL WORKS, STAN MORE, 
MIDDLESEX. 



TYNEMOUTH GOLF CLUB 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 

Our present Head Greenkeeper 
of this 18 hole Golf Club is due to 
retire in May 1975 after nearly 27 
years continuous service. The Club 
is accustomed to a very high 
standard of greenkeeping and appli-
cants should be familiar with 
modern methods of equipment and 
also have the ability to supervise 
and control a staff of three or four. 

Salary by negotiation plus pension 
scheme. Free accommodation pro-
vided and removal expenses will be 
paid to successful applicant. 

Applications with all personal and 
professional details in writing will be 
treated in strictest confidence and 
should be sent t o : — 

Hon. Secretary, 
Tynemouth Golf Club Ltd., 
Spital Dene, Tynemouth, 
North Shields, Tyne and Wear. 

BELTON PARK GOLF CLUB 
Experienced 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Required 

Salary negotiated 

Applicants must have know-
ledge of modern machinery, 
and able to organise and 
control greens staff. 

Applications and references 
in writing to 

Secretary 
Belton Park Golf Club 
Belton Park 
Londonthorpe Road 
Grantham 
Lines 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

required for 
ROEHAMPTON CLUB 
Good wages and 3-bedroomed house. Full range 
modern machinery. Non-Contributory Pension 
Scheme. Applicants must be fully experienced 
and have highest references. 

Apply in writ ing to 
SECRETARY, ROEHAMPTON CLUB, ROEHAMPTON LANE, 
LONDON SW15 5LR. (Tel: 01-876 5505) 

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS 
AND APPROACHES 

CANNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED, C A I N I N O C I ^ j W F S V ^ 

N O W 
FOR OUR FREE 

'GREENKEEPING' 
CATALOGUE 



Southern Section 
Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 
F . W . FORD F . W . FORD 
(South Herts.) 68 Salcombe Gardens, 

Mill Hill, London, NW7 
Tel: 959 2847 

A good attendance in December 
greeted Dr. Clutterbuck from the 
S.T.R.I. on his first visit to the Southern 
Section and it was most gratifying to see 
so many of our younger members pre-
sent. Dr. Clutterbuck talked about the 
texture, structure, air and compaction 
in soils on golf courses, going on to 
sand slitting, grades of sand and finally 
showing some most interesting slides. 
A big thank you to your Committee for 
organizing and sponsoring the Christ-
mas raffle which concluded the evening. 
Proceeds £30.55. 

The Annual Dinner will be held on 
Friday, March 21 at the Walton Heath 
Golf Club. The Club has again very 
kindly extended the courtesy of the 
course for the afternoon 18 hole four-
ball better ball Stableford competition. 
Entrance Fee 50p to be paid on the 
day. Tickets for the Dinner now avail-
able from me at £3.50 each. Entertain-
ment will be provided by Stan Taylor 
described by The Stage as "A brilliant 
dialect comedian and the finest and 
most versatile dialect comedian in the 
United Kingdom." 

SECTION 
NEWS 

A nationwide round-up of 
news from the branches 

Welcome to J. McMillan, his two 
sons and first assistant D. Lane of the 
Bush Hill Park Golf Club, who joined 
our ranks in December. 
Welsh Section 
President: Treasurer: 
J. BIRD D . C . OLIVER Lynwood, Lywnpia, Rhondda, Glarn. 

Amended Handicaps 
M. Jones 7 to 8 
D. Jones 8 to 9 
M. Parry 9 to 11 
J. Sarsby 10 to 12 
C. Thompson 10 to 12 
G. Cox 9 to 11 
J. Borja 24 to 18 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mr. Henry Stead 

on his new appointment as Head Green-
keeper at Bargoed Golf Club. Well done 
Henry, may your reign be a long and 
prosperous one. 
Sheffield Section 
President: Hon. Secretary: 
S . K . ARNOLD B . V . LAX 

153 Kilton Road, 
Worksop, 

Notts. 
OUR lecture on December 5th was very 
well attended, and I am sure that every-
one found the talk by Dr. Clutterbuck 
of S.T.R.I. very interesting. 

Dr. Clutterbuck's subject was soils 
and sands for golf courses, and in his 
talk he raised some very interesting 
facts. He stressed that the basis of all 
turf culture must be a good soil, after-
wards, in the question and answer spot, 
some very good points were discussed 



[Sheffield continued] 
out of which most of those present must 
have gained helpful knowledge. 

We thank Dr. Clutterbuck for a 
really enjoyable afternoon, and hope to 
be able to meet him again in the future. 

Our lecture on the 6th of March is 
one to be given by Mr. C. J. Head 
(Chipmans Ltd.). 

Northern Section 
Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 
J . SCOTT W . HEELES 
Wetherby Golf Club 7 Tentergate Close, Knaresborough, Yorks. Tel: K'boro 3851 
OUR thanks are due to the Committee 
and Members of Howley Hall Golf Club 
for granting us the courtesy of their 
Course and Clubhouse, to enable us to 
play a Turkey Trot Competition on the 
5th December. 36 Members participated 
in the event, and the winners were as 
follows:—R. Gaunt, 31 points; W. 
Heeles, 30 points; A. C. Burge, 28 
points; R. V. Lambert, 27 points. 

The Annual Dinner was held at 
Oakdale Golf Club, Harrogate on 
Friday, 13th December 1974. Members 
and guests had a most enjoyable even-
ing. Guests included Mr. J. R. Escritt, 
Director of the Sports Turf Research 
Institute, Mr. H. G. Sedcole, Captain 
Oakdale Golf Club, and retired green-
keepers. Following the dinner members 
of the Oakdale Golf Club put on enter-
tainment in the form of a Cabaret— 
altogether a very good evening, it is a 
pity more greenkeeping members did 
not participate. 

South Coast Section 
Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 
E . R . JAMES N . M . STIMSON 

North Wilts. G.C. 
Devizes. 

MR. J. F. Franks of Twyford Seeds 
Limited gave us a most informative talk 
on Tuesday, 3rd December 1974 at 
Alresford Golf Club. He sopke of the 
many considerations which have to be 
taken into account when choosing a 

grass variety or mixture to suit special 
conditions. 

Mr. Franks mentioned a new variety 
'Pencross' which had been introduced 
on many of the new golf courses and 
he explained the complicated, lengthy 
procedure which had to be followed 
before a new variety could be intro-
duced on to the market. Mr. Franks 
then showed us a splendid cine film 
illustrating the Barenbrug range of 
grasses. It was a very interesting and 
entertaining evening and we wish to 
thank Mr. Franks for fitting us into his 
already tight schedule. The Committee 
were disappointed that Mr. Rupert 
Furneaux was unable to accept their 
invitation to attend their lecture evening. 

The Section held a Christmas Dinner/ 
dance at the West Cliff Hall Hotel, 
Hythe, on Friday, 13th December 1974. 
Despite misgivings about the choice of 
date, the function proved to be a great 
success and it is hoped that it will be 
the first of many. Members were de-
lighted when Eddie Fox won the Star 
Prize. He deserves a bonus for all the 
hard work he undertakes as Tournament 
Organiser etc. 

We wish to thank Mr. Lennie Nott 
of Thoresen Car Ferries Ltd. for pro-
viding the two passenger return tickets. 
Our special thanks to Mr. Don Stewart 
and staff of West Cliff Hall Hotel for 
the delicious meal and for looking after 
us so well during the evening. Thanks 
too to the Trio who provided a marvel-
lous selection of tunes to which we 
could step the light fantastic, and our 
congratulations to Jim Fry and John 
Payne for organising a splendid raffle. 

It is hoped that the recent escalation 
in petrol prices will not prevent members 
from attending the last of our winter 
lectures which will be held on Tuesday, 
4th March 1974 at 7 p.m. at the premises 
of Huxleys Garden Machinery, The 
Dean, New Alresford (please note the 
venue). 

[Turn to Page 26] 



[Section News from Page 25] 
We are pleased to welcome the follow-

ing members and we hope their 
association with us will be a long and 
happy one:—R. F. Plews, Vice Presi-
dent; T. Watt and D. Walker, Putten-
ham Golf Club; P. R. Sayer; Romsey 
Golf Club. 
North-West Section 
Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 
E . W A L S H H . M . W A L S H 46 Peasley Close, 34 Kingsfold Close, Longbarn, Padgate, Breightmet, Warrington. Bolton, Lanes. 
THE February talk will be given by 
Mr. A. Lees of S.A.I. Horticulture. 
Venue—Swinton Park Golf Club. 
Time, 7.30 p.m. Date, February 10th. 
Midlands Section 
Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 
G. H A R T A . K I T E 

5 Lullington Close, 
Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands. 
THE Midland Section's Annual Dinner 
Dance is to be held at The Elms Hotel, 
Aldridge, Staffs on Friday 23rd May 
1975. The reception will be at 7.00 p.m. 
in the ballroom and, there will be a 
four course meal followed by enter-
tainment from a dance band. Tickets 
will be £3.00 inclusive and can be 
obtained from the Secretary, Treasurer 
and Committee members. 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

WANTED 

Hadley Wood Golf Club, 
Beech Hill, 
Barnet, 
Herts. 
Apply Secretary, 01-449 4328. 

R. C. CRAIG 
AND CO. LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS 

* Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS & 
JEFFERIES LTD 

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD. 
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS 

* Dis t r ibutors : DENNIS BROS. LTD. 

GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE 

We will gladly call on you to advise 
on your grass cutt ing equipment or 
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now 

* 

153 Arch Stamford Brook 
Station, LONDON, W.6 

01-748 5415 

S. H. GOSS & CO. 
WEED CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 

Selective or Total Weed Control 
Grass Growth Retarding 

Brushwood Control 
Aquatic Weeds 

also 
Worm Control 

Fertilisers Applied 

Fairoaks, 
Little Warley, 
Hall Lane, 
Brentwood, Essex 
Telephone: Brentwood 216107 



FYLK/m JÊIm 
TURF GRASS 

mightiest 
blade 

growing 

FYLKING SMOOTH STALK MEADOW GRASS 

'FROM QUALITY CONSCIOUS SEED DISTRIBUTORS' 

The Champion, a hardy Viking blade, originating in Svalof, 
Sweden, Fylking Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass excels 

on every count. 

v/DISEASE RESISTANCE ^LOW CUTTING HEIGHT TOLERANCE 
\/WEAR TOLERANCE VRAPID ESTABLISHMENT 
^CERTIFIED SEED QUALITY y/BRITISH TESTED 


