
The "Allan Taylor" Cup 

Prize 
-18 holes Medal 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 

Allan Taylor Cup & Hedge Trimmer 
Verdone Cup and Travel Bag ... 
Golf Bag 
Bath Towel 
Vegetable Dish 
Compact & 2 Pks. P/Cards 

Highest Nett SENIOR Score 
Highest JUNIOR 

Bottle Drambuie 
Bottle Champagne 

T. Patchin 71 
J. C. Newman 71 
S. Dagger 72 
D. H. Major 72 
R. Peters 72 
J. Robinson 72 

I. Scoones 
E. C. M. Brown 

We are indebted to the following who have kindly contributed to our 
Prize Fund. 

C. Bretherton, Esq. 
J. Hamilton Stutt, Esq. 
Gordon Wright, Esq. 
"The News of the World" 
The Sports Turf Research Institute 
The Professional Golfers' Association 
The Golf Ball Manufacturers 

Conference 
British Leyland (Austin-Morris) Ltd., 
"Golf Illustrated" 
Andrews Lawn Edgers Ltd. 
Joseph Bentley Ltd. 
Brewers of Salisbury 
Chipman Limited. 
Cannock Fertilisers Ltd. 
R. C. Craig & Co., Ltd. 
Fisons Limited. 
Flymo Limited. 
Golf I andscapes Ltd. 

Kingston House (Mowers) Ltd. 
Maxwell M. Hart Limited. 
Mays Chemical Manure Co., Ltd. 
May & Baker Ltd. 
T. Parker & Sons Ltd. 
H. Pattisson & Co., Ltd. 
Charles H. Pugh Ltd. 
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd. 
Relf & Kendall 
Stewart & Co. 
Supaturf Products Ltd. 
Sutions Seeds Ltd. 
Synchemicals Ltd. 
Allan Taylor (Engineers) Ltd. 
Universal Materials Co., Ltd. 
H. A. Sales, Esq., 

(Isle of Purbeck Golf Club) 
B.G.G.A. (South Coast Section) 

HUXLEYS HIRE 
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL USER 
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is 
not economic. We offer for hire specialised 
machinery for that seasonal job. Send for 
brochure and price l ist. 

M u x l 
GARDEN MACHINERY 

22/26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX 
Tel. Staines 51123 (3 lines) 

Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants 
Tel. Alresford 3222 

Super Coultas fertilizer 
spreader 36" wide with 6" 
wide iron wheels. Needs clean-
ing, List price new approxi-
mately £127. Drake & Fletcher 
professional sprayer with 6 ft. 
boom and hand lance. List price 
new approximately £84.50. Half 
price or near offer. Seen by 
appointment only. Heaton, 151 
Coombe Lane West Kingston, 
Surrey. 



RELF KENDALL 
OF CROYDON AND BARNET 

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of 
lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country 

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS 
Also ASPERA, B.S.A., 
BRIGGS & STRATTON, 
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX, 
VICTA, VILLIERS 

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS — MAGNETOS 
OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING OUR 

EXPRESS SPARE DELIVERY SERVICE 

RANSOMES 

Telephone your 
immediate requirements to BELF & KENDALL 

| 406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON, 
SURREY. CR2 6XX. Tel (01) 688 0578 

11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET, HERTS. 
Tel (01) 449 8228 

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professional 
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground 

electric, telephone, and signal cables, 
water, gas, and oil pipes, 
sportsfield, and parks drainage 

it's easier 
& cheaper with a 
SCOOP TRENCHER 
Scoop Trenchers dig trenches 4, 6, and 8 inches wide, and up 
to 39 inches deep automatically in any soil condition at speeds 
of up to 100 yards per hour. 
A built in winch ensure positive traction even in bad conditions. 
Transportation and work in confined areas is easy because 
Scoop Trenchers are small. 
The digging chains have a breaking strain of 21 tons so Scoop 
Trenchers are robust too. 

. Their initial cost can be saved in only 2,000 yards of work. 

Send NOW for full details of machine, and hire rates to:-
n . F. T R E H t H E R S L I D . 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester. Telephone 4 4 4 1 1 



Annual Report 1974 

Administration 
This year has been one of several 

additional activities and interest and 
we have been most fortunate in having 
Mr. Ivor Scoones as our Chairman; 
who has undoubtedly proved a very 
efficient Officer, and we would like 
to express our sincere thanks to him 
for the successful way he has handled 
our business. 

We have to succeed him, Mr. E. R. 
James of the South Coast Section and 
we feel sure from the efforts Mr. 
James has already made in developing 
our new Section, he will undoubtedly 
prove a worthy successor to Mr. 
Scoones. 

One of the major events of the year 
was the increased membership fees. 
The object of this increase was to 
improve the finances of Head Office 
funds and this has undoubtedly been 
accomplished; happily we are glad to 
say, without any diminishing of mem-
bership. 

The Annual Draw was held as in 
previous years with an increased 
charge for tickets. This proved a 
good move, also, the receipts were 
nearly 100% up on previous years, 
which again was a satisfactory effort 
for our finances. 

Once again we would like to 
express our sincere thanks to the 
R & A for again providing free passes 
to some of our members to attend the 
Open Championship, a privilege much 
appreciated by those who were able 
to make the trip. 

The Wage Scale recommendations 
were again reviewed by the Executive 
Committee last March and further 
figures were proposed and given as 
much publicity as was possible. We 

feel sure that once again these pro-
posals have been beneficial to a great 
number of our members; also we 
think that many Golf Club Secretaries 
are looking for guidance in this 
respect. 

We are most happy to advise our 
members that our Association was 
invited to join the Golf Development 
Council, and I need hardly say, that 
your Executive Committee were de-
lighted to accept this invitation. 

Our representation on the Turfgrass 
Advisory Committee has been 
changed slightly owing to the resign-
ation of Mr. Carrick, and we would 
like to express our appreciation to 
him for his efforts in this field. To 
succeed him we are very pleased to 
include the name to Mr. E. Walsh of 
the North-West Section who is now 
representing the Association on this 
Committee in conjunction with Mr. 
A. Robertshaw. 

The latest figures by the Joint 
Council of Apprentices show that this 
scheme is still progressing. The latest 
figures were:—398 issued, 284 regis-
tered, and 177 completed. Our thanks 
are once again due to the Officers of 
the Council for the continued success 
of the Scheme. 

Membership 

The figures produced by the Sec-
tions for the year-ending April 1974 
show a total of 1,028, which we feel 
is most satisfactory, particularly in 
view of the increased membership fees 
already mentioned. This figure is 
approximately a 40 increase on last 
year. 



Annual Tournament 
The 56th Annual Tournament was 

held at Cleveland Golf Club, Somerset 
and once again it proved to be a very 
happy and interesting event. With 
good weather and a good attendance, 
and a delightful course, we feel sure 
that all those who took part had a 
very enjoyable visit to Somerset. We 
much appreciated the courtesy and 
kindness of all the officials and staff 
at Cleveland for their unstinting 
efforts to make our visit so pleasant 
and we would again express our ap-
preciation of all the Trade associations 
who helped so generously, to make 
our prize table a worthy exhibit, and 
the representatives and friends who 
gave so much practical help. 

International Match 
A new advent in our programme 

this year was an International Match 
which was made possible by the 
courtesy and efforts of Messrs. 
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies. It was 

through their efforts this International 
match was arranged in conjunction 
with the Pro Am Tournament which 
they normally hold each year, and 
invitations were sent to ourselves and 
the Scottish Association to provide a 
team of four, to represent England, 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland. Invit-
ations were also send to a Continental 
team, the U.S.A., Canada and Japan. 
This was felt to be a splendid occasion 
to meet Green keepers from all parts 
of the world and thanks are again due 
to Ransomes Sims & Jefferies for 
arrangements made for Dinner and 
entertainment after the match. Some 
very pleasant associations were made 
with representatives from Canada, 
U.S.A., and the Continent, as well as 
Great Britain. Unfortunately, Japan 
were unable to arrange a team to 
reach us in time for the fixture, but 
we received expressions of appreci-
ation from them together with a 
Samurai Head-dress as a token of 
friendship. The Americans were also 

cut for cut,your best buy... 
Don't take our word for it. Simply cast your eye overthe Atco Van-Gang Mk II and look at 
these outstanding features -
Flexibility 
Whether a single unit or towed triple is required, higher multiples or even a mounted 
gang mower, the Atco Vari-Gang Mk II can fulfil the need perfectly. 
Simplicity 
is the keynote - both of ganging and maintenance. Cutter change for example is but a 
moments work with a choice of 5 or 8 bladed heavy duty cutting cylinders. 
Close mowing without scalping 
A 1 5" wheel base ensures that turf undulations can be closely followed with the 
minimum risk of scalping, however severe they may be. 
F ina l l y-Wise Investment 
The Atco Vari-Gang is cut for cut, your best buy. So why not ask your nearest Atco 
distributor for a demonstration by ringing or writing to the address below, and find out 
for yourself. 

By Appointment to 
Her Majesty the Queen 

Manufacturers of 
Motor Mowers 

Charles H. Pugh 
Limited. 

as famous as the turf we cut 
CHARLES H. PUGH LTD. ATCO WORKS TILTON RD. BIRMINGHAM B9 4PR 
TELEPHONE:- 021 772 2524.2551.3892 

• K 



happy to provide us with a memento 
of a Hole Cutter in brass, with suit-
able inscription. 

Symposium 
In conjunction with Tournament, 

Mr. F. W. Hawtree was instrumental 
in organising the First British Turf-
grass Symposium which took place at 
Ipswich on the 4th October 1973, and 
was certainly an occasion for the 
B.G.G.A. The point when an associ-
ation comes together with other 
delegates to talk about its work rather 
than its purposes is an important one, 
and reflects not only enthusiasm but 
responsibility. 

The Symposium was the first of its 
kind; the attendance figure of 200 was 
therefore a most encouraging start. 
The breakdown of attendence figures 
are as follows:— 

From Golf Club ... 101 (50%) 
From Firms 66 (33%) 
From Local and Central 

Government 7 (4%) 

From Associations and 
Institutes 11 (6%) 

From Abroad 14 (7%) 
The number of Golf 

Clubs represented 
was 68 

On the day of the Symposium a post-
card with space for percentage scoring 
and general comments was issued to 
each representative. 50% of the res-
pondents suggested that the future 
location should be in the Midlands. 
Suggestions for future Symposium 
themes were fungal diseases, machi-
nery, chemicals, turfgrass varieties, 
training and turfgrass management. 
All but one said they would attend 
future Symposiums. Here in this 
sample at least, was enthusiasm and 
conviction of the need to hold future 
Symposiums. 

Sections 
Once again our thanks are due to 

the officers and Committees who give 



3 . H . C O S S & C O . 
WEED CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 

Selective or Total Weed Control 
Grass Growth Retarding 

Brushwood Control 
Aquatic Weeds 

also 
Worm Control 

Fertilisers Applied 

Fairoaks, 
Little Warley, 
Hall Lane, 
Brentwood, Essex 
Telephone: Brentwood 216107 

STEWARTS GRASS COMB 
FOR THE MAN WHO TAKES PRIDE 

IN HIS TURF 

From the People 
who care about Service 

S T E W A R T S 
OF EDINBURGH 

FINE TURF SPECIALISTS 
EDINBURGH EH2 2AY 031-556 2102 

EASTERN CULTIVATED 
TURF FARMS LTD. 

Wholesale 
Grower of 
Cultivated 
Turf. 

British Growers 
of A-34 

Kentucky 
Blue Grass. 

KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS 

* Consistent quality 
* Quick recovery after injury 
* Ideal for Golf Tees 
* Competitive price 

Cranley Nursery, 
Cranley Gardens, 
London N10 3AR 
Telephone: 01-883-5880 

SPORTS SECTION 
IRRIGATION CO. 

Company are proud to an-
nounce their appointment as 
Official Installation Contractors 
for Buckner Pop-up Sprinklers 
for the West Country, the 
Midlands and Cheshire. 

All enquiries to:— 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co. 

112 St. Mary's Road, 
Mkt. Harborough, 

Leics. 
LE16 7DX. 



so much of their time to assist the 
Sections in their local activities and 
we are sure that members find local 
news, which we receive from these 
Section Secretaries for inclusion in 
their Journal, to be of the greatest 
interest. 

The British Golf Greenkeeper 
Our Journal is continuing to make 

progress and the editing staff have 
much appreciated the additional news 
which has been forthcoming for in-
clusion in the Journal and also for the 
collaboration of Section Secretaries in 
assisting to maintain the mailing list, 
whereby our members have not been 
disappointed to any extent in the non-
receipt of the Journal. 

Benevolent Fund 
The Benevolent Fund has this year 

paid a total of £100 to dependants 
of deceased members since our last 
report. 

F. G. Hawtree Memorial Fund 
There was only one apolication 

during the year for the assistance of 
this fund to attend a course of instruc-
tion, but from recent enquiries, tho 
fund will undoubtedlv be put to 
greater use in the coming year. 

S.T.R.I. 
Once again we would like to ex-

press our thanks to the S.T.R.I. for 
their continued advice and assistance 
to members when they could be of 
help. 

In Mernoriam 
We record with sorrow the death 

of the following members, announced 
in the British Golf Greenkeeper:— 

J. L. WHITE—East Midland. 
TOM LLOYD—Welsh. 
Wm. KINSEY—Late Pres. of N.W. 

Section. 
A STEPHENS—Midland Section. 
C. BRASSINGTON—N.W. Section. 
J. WALLIS-ARTHUS — Southern 

Section. 
J. NESS—Southern Section. 

R. C. CRAIG 
AND CO. LTD. 

SPECIAL ISTS IN THE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS 

* Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS & 
JEFFERICS LTD. 

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD. 
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS 

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD. 

GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE 

We will gladly call on you to advise 
on your grass cutting equipment or 
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now 

* 

153 Arch Stamford Brook 
Station, LONDON, W.6 

01-748 5415 

SAND INJECT90N 
BY OUR SPECIALISED MACHINES 

CAN TRANSFORM 

WET GREENS 
AND FAIRWAYS 

DEEP AERATION OF GREENS 
BY SUB-AIR MACHINE 
AT ANY TIME OF YEAR 
NO SURFACE DAMAGE 

Very moderate charges include all transport 
and an experienced operator 

We are unaware of any other 
machine which penetrates to seven 
inches yet keeps the greens 

undamaged and in play 
Cambridge Soil Services Limited 

Girton Road, Cambridge 
Tel. 76002 

Specialists in Science Based Drainage 

November 17 



Severe Spring Drought puts 
Playing Surfaces under Heavy Pressure 

TAKE TURF 
ACTION NOW! 
Just how could you combat the effects of 
the long, dry period that we had this Spring 
-the effects on turf in some cases have been 
pretty disastrous. 
Ransomes would like everyone to benefit 
from their experience and to help you make 
the best out of what you have. 
Not only now, but the year through, on a 
management basis. 
Let's tackle each of the major problems that can 
affect your turf so seriously: 

blades that will remain flat until 

1. Soil Structure 
Good growth depends on the soil 
being in good physical condition, 
with plenty of space in the soil for 
air, water and fertilisers to get 
down to the grass roots. The big 
enemy of this ideal condition is 
compaction - pressure from any 
source, tractor or footfall, can 
effectively seal the surface to pre-
vent the life-savers getting down to 
the roots. 
The farmer ploughs to cure this 
problem but the Golf Greenkeeper 
needs a less drastic remedy. Aeri-
fying tools provide that solution. 
The unique action of Ransomes-
Hahn Aerifying with specially de-
signed 'spoons' ensures that the 
soil will be opened up and the 
soil structure maintained at its 
peak. 

they die after about a month and 
become part of the 'thatch'. This 
thatch forms a roof over the soil 
that stops water and air penetrat-
ing, and, as it usually lays in one 
direction, it can 
have a very 
adverse effect 
on golf greens. 
And subsequ-
ently, on your 
putting! So 
how do we 
cope with this 

Air and water cannot 
penetrate 'mattress' 
of flattened grass. 

2. Thatch 
Not all the grass blades stand up to 
be cut when you're mowing. And 
all mowers cut on a horizontal 
plane, so what happens to the 
blades that are lying flat on the 
ground? They form 'grain ', uncut 

'Verticutting' before top dressing 
is attempted and then top dressing 
penetration to the soil below is 
effected by the Ransomes-Hahn 
'Power Drag'. 
Repeated Ransomes-Hahn Aerifi-
cation with its unique cultivating 

mattress of grass? Simple really, 
we just use a mower that cuts 
vertically instead of horizontally, 
the Ransomes-Hahn 'Verti-Cut'. 

3. Top Dressing 
It is the organic matter that we add 
- especially the organic material in 
the grass plant, that gives soils 
stability. The structure can, of 
course, be improved with materials 
like sand, humus and peat moss, 
depending on local conditions. 
This top dressing must be worked 
thoroughly into the surface. 
Surface thatch accumulation must 
be removed by Ransomes-Hahn 

Packed soil now has room to expand into the 
scooped out holes. The root-zone is opened out 
to enable air, water and fertilizer to have the 
most benefit. Strong root formation is made 
more easily in the surrounding soil, 

action is the best means of chang-
ing soil texture in the top 3 or 4 
inches of the soil profile, allowing 
for the area to remain in use at all 
times. The action of the uniquely 
designed 'spoons' in removing 
cores of soil is the finest way of 
aerifying, and patented 'Flexi-
press' springs fitted over each 
spoon prevent turf tearing. 

RANSOMES SYSTEKS 
TO THE RESCUE 

One of the prime defences against 
any sort of trouble is to know the 
enemy. Turf care is no exception. 
Weather can be very unpredict-
able. This year, a very dry Spring 
caused no end of problems, so we 
must make the best of the condi-
tion prevailing. 
Ransomes knowledge of turf care 
goes a long way beyond mowing 
and their complete range of turf 
maintenance equipment is de-
signed to ensure that your grass 
areas are as good as they possibly 
can be. 



The easy way to get the better 
of playing fields 
For greens matting or mild 
scarification of playing areas, the 
Ransomes Hahn PD-2 power Drag 
really covers the ground. 
One man covers 9'6" at one pass, the 
3.H.P. engine making easy work of a 
task that could otherwise be a chore. 
For narrow areas the two wing mats 
are removable. 
The Power Drag's unique swirling 
action really gets top dressing down 
through the grass to the soil, where 
it's needed. It is also invaluable for 
hard playing areas. 
When you've finished, the Power Drag 
folds up quickly taking up minimum 
space for transport or storage. 
This superbly practical turf 
maintenance tool is waiting to be 
demonstrated to you. A call to your 
Ransomes dealer is all that 's needed. 

Check these features 
One man mats 9 Y swath. 
Self transportable 
Folds quickly for storage 
Drag mats in extra-strong galvanised flexible 
ribbon steel. 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd., Ipswich. 

RANSOMES 
R a n s o m e s - H a h n 
PD-2 Power Drag 
...and a complete range of 
turf improving equipment 



'Reprinted from the October 24th 
issue of Golf Illustrated' 

Editor, 
Golf Illustrated, 
8 Stratton Street, 
London. W1X 6AT. 

Dear Sir, 
In recent months there has been a 

considerable amount of correspon-
dence in various golfing magazines 
regarding the serious shortage and 
the status of Greenkeepers in this 
country. The situation has been 
brought to a head simply because we 
are now building more golf courses 
per annum than ever before and many 
of these new clubs are finding it 
almost impossible to obtain experi-
enced staff to take over from the 
contractors once the course has been 
seeded. 

Fortunately for the Greenkeeper, 
this has meant that clubs are now 
being forced to raise the salaries of 
their greens staff to a more realistic 
level, rather than rely on the old agri-
cultural standard "rates of pay which 
makes little or no allowance for the 
genuine skills of the experienced 
Greenkeeper. 

Surely the time has come when 
some positive action should be taken 
by the Golf Course Development Cor-
poration to train and encourage more 
Greenkeepers into the industry. 

In America there are a number of 
Universities where a young Green-
keeper can go on a two or three year 
course where he is taught by experi-
enced staff the skills of the profession. 

Such a course is financed from a 
central fund to which all golf clubs 
in the States contribute. If the Green-
keeper leaves with a Certificate of 
Competance, he knows he can obtain 
a worthwhile job and after a further 
three or four years of practical ex-
perience he is likely to be offered 
the position of Golf Superintendent 
which carries a deserved status to-
gether with a good salary. 

Such a scheme costs money but 
with over 1700 Golf Clubs in the 
U.K., with an average Membership 
of 300 per club, surely no golfer would 
object to a 50p levy being built into 
his annual club subscription which 
could go towards a training scheme 
for Greenkeepers. Such a scheme 
would raise over £250,000 per annum 
which would enable the Council to 
approach more than one University 
or Horticultural Training College to 
set up a proper two-year training 
course for Greenkeepers which would 
be to the mutual benefit of all those 
interested in golf. 

Yours faithfully, 
p.p. Twyford Seeds Limited. 

Jonathan Franks 

33 Knowle Drive, 
Exwick, 

Exeter 
Devon, EX4 2DF. 

7.10.74 
Dear Sir, 

I feel I must write and say how 
much I agree with Mr. Mawdeleys' 
letter in the September Greenkeeper, 
as we here in the South West are in 
a similar position. 

I would like to see a Greenkeepers' 
Union. Now this may cause a stir, 
but we are responsible people who 
would not treat a union as a chance 
to strike at any trivial occurance, (we 
know who would have to put the 

20 The British Golf Greenkeeper 


