topography of the course, the pre-
dominant soil type—clay—the aver-
age rain-fall and prevailing weather
conditions during the season. With
these facts as a basis they have pro-
duced a scheme which, with judicious
use, will keep a good grass coverage
and moisture in the track.

Automatic control of the 12 sections
into which the course has been
divided will be effected by the
RAINCLOX controller. This will
allow the course to be watered at
night. the ideal time for maximum
benefit, and is also indicative of the
labour saving which can be made with
the RAINBIRD equipment, as no-
body needs to be in attendance during
the working period. The RAINCLOX
can be set to operate over a 14 day
period, selecting the days or nights
that irrigation is required: a 24 hour
clock is utilized to select the hour at

which irrigation commences. Solenoid
valves control each section individu-
ally—they can be set to operate for
up to 60 minutes. and in one irrigation
cycle can be missed altogether or
repeated, thus allowing for varying
water need in different sections of the
course. Applications at the rate of
1/10” to any one section in 18
minutes, or the entire course in 3
hours 36 mins. are possible with this
RAINBIRD system.

Manual control can be used when
needed, mainly for washing dew or
frost from the turf, watering in fertili-
zer and similar operations.

Work on the scheme will be com-
pleted before the start of this year’s
flat racing season and racegoers
attending the York meetings will be
able to enjoy the benefits of a course
at which irrigation plays a major part
in the turf culture programme.

Outstanding flexibilit

Whether a single unit or towe:

Simplicity —
Is the keynote — both of ganging and maintenance.
Cutter change for example is but a mom

{0

Close mowing without scalping

- A 15" wheel base ensures that turf undulations
can be closely followed with the minimum risk of scalping
recognise
they may be

Finally — Wise Investment
a n o e r B BB The new Atco Vari-Gang has a lot to offer

so why not ask your nearest Atco distributor for
a demonstration by ringing or writing to the address below
One can be arranged without obligation

««~as famous as the turf we cut!

Charles H. Pugh Limited, Atco Works, Tilton Road
Birmingham B9 4PR. Phone 021-772-2524, 2551, 3892

So why not use an ATCO VARI-GANG MK.II
and have two professionals on the job!

When you h
we believe you
latest Atco Vari-Ge
for profe
And here ¢

ave cast your professional eye over it

nal us
e afew reasons why —

k with a choice of 5 or 8 bladed heavy

juty cutting cylinders

it agree with us that the
Mk. Il is professionally made
s like yourself




THE MODERN, RAPID AND
THOROUGH WAY TO CLEAR
THATCH, LEAVES, BLOSSOM,

BEECH MAST AND DEW —

BLOWERS

THEY REPLACE RAKING AND
SWISHING ON GREENS AND
FAIRWAYS.-5to 65h.p.Vacuums
& Truck Loaders also available.
WE HAVE THE MODEL TO SUIT YOUR PARTICUI.AR NEED'

For further information and address
of your stockist contact:

LITTERLIFT LIMITED, SCETHROG,
BRECON, WALES. LD3 7EQ
Tel: TALYBONT-ON-USK 650 8]

Being unobtrusive is

Raiv3.BIRDS

outstanding feature

However important your golf course, whether
it Is used for international tournaments or
just club matches, your players expect first
class greens and fairways throughout the
year. RAINBIRDS unobtrusive fixed irrigation
systems will help you to achieve this—auto
matically, at night. They are buried completely
below ground: the sprinkler heads pop up
when in use and retract afterwards—that’s
their outstanding feature—out of the way of
both players and machines

Labour-saving automatic controls, a wide
choice of sprinkler heads to suit every need
backed up by full design and servicing
facilities and 'you have an outstanding product
range to choose from

|Please send details of Rainbird irrigation for

Plastic Tube & : |
Conduit Co. Ltd. Igol. i tons

|
Sterling Works, Bath Road |
|
|

Name

ALDERMASTON, Berkshire Address

Tel: Woolhampton 2346
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Just a glimpse of
the past

Patrick Smartt

The road to the village, a side road,
passes between the Ist green on the
left, and the teeing ground for the
2nd hole on the right.

A circumstance liable to cause
delay in our progress. I have the per-
haps unusual habit of stopping to
allow golfers to cross the road from
one to the other. Besides, the whole
length of the 1st hole is visible, and
the drives to the dog-legged 2nd,
therefore important, can be watched.

Driving along that road in Febru-
ary, my rheumy old eyes looked upon
a scene that was so unexpected and
pleasurable, I stopped in wonder.

_Every golfer had his bag slung over
his shoulder. Not a trolley in sight.
The years slipped back. It is part of
life, that pauses in habit leave a gap
In memory. Present custom takes over.
We have, except in moments of
nostalgia, come to accept the trolley
and the absence of caddies. Come to
think of it, T have never pulled a
trolley. Unable to stop, there had to
be a caddie to tee the ball. It was as
well that it had to be called a day,
before that race has nearly dis-
appeared.

A sudden glimpse of a past world,
When golfers had but few clubs in
drainpipe bags, carried one farther
back than actuality. An old picture
had burst into life. It was some time
.before. the mind returned to the
Immediate, and we drove on again.

A little piece of history revived.

. Should anyone have suspicions, let
It be known, "that unlike the Irishman
Who: . Tought T was took bad
4gain” when he saw a hare among

May

the runners in a steeplechase, the
cause of this delightful return to old
golf was the wettest February known.
Trolleys had, rightly, been banned.

Thinking on this, memory went
back twenty years, and while granting
those weeks of rain, I had strong
doubts that in that era the course
would have been so soggy.

It is a high course, topping the 700
feet contour at the home green, and a
little more from where we start. It
was until the early 1960s, a typical
heath and heather golfing ground,
though with clay not far beneath the
surface. The fairways, like those at
Walton Heath, and at one time the
Old Course at St. Andrews, were of
thin growth, meaning tight lies, and
therefore skilful execution of the
second shots. Worm casts were un-
known. Indeed you could play two
hours after a downpour.

During a wet spell, members from
a course at a nearby town, would
come over because theirs was too
muddy.

Changes in a course’s nature, not to
be confused with architectural alter-
ations, are also handmade. My
opinion which doubtless will bring
scorn from some greenkeepers, in
particular green committees, is that
‘progress’, or the inverse in the art of
shot-making, demands grassy lies for
the second shot. No take it as it
comes, even after a good drive. The
ancients got on with it, even the pro-
fessionals playing for their living.

Those who have done me the
honour of reading my effusions before,
will know what is coming. Yes. Those
infernal chemicals. Years of applica-
tion have produced what is unques-
tionably a good playing surface, but
to one old reactionary it is park
course golf. It takes longer to dry out,
and requires more mowing. There is
another cause of this surface water
retention. The cutting of the heather.
It is seldom recognized that heather
roots act as drainage channels.
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OF CROYDON AND BARNET

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest'concentration of
lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS

Also ASPERA, B.S.A,,
BRIGGS & STRATTON,
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX,
VICTA, VILLIERS

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS — MAGNETOS

OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING OUR
EXPRESS SPARE DELIVERY SERVICE

é\ RELF & KENDALL

( y 406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON,

Telephone your
immediate requirements to

3 SURREY. CR2 6XX. Tel (01) 688 0578

11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET, HERTS.
Tel (01) 449 8228

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professional
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground

MELNOR TRAVELMATICS

Par for any course
“~.___~~ Automatic Irrigation

with efficiency and economy

ALL MELNOR Travel-matic Sprinklers will follow any hose
pattern . Reel in the hose as they water . Even application -
No flooding . Treat fine turf gently . Shut themselves off
automatically.

LABOUR SAVING AT LOW COST

Four models available watering areas from 7,900 sq ft
to 20,000 sq ft

For further details and the name and address of your
nearest distributor contact:

(Garden Appliances Ltd.

—— 4 THAME PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

— CHINNOR ROAD, THAME
OXON
Tel: THAME 3551
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There has been no notable improve-
ment in the scores. When there are,
it could be attributed with some
surety to shorn rough. It is the old
question of whether the figures re-
turned on the card take precedence
over the fun of accepting a real
challenge.

After that grouse, it is a pleasant
surprise to record the unexpected
consequence that many bag carrying
players enjoyed themselves. My wife.
for one, said she had never felt so
relaxed. Do not ask me to explain that
one. It may be significant that all had
to discard some clubs, to lighten the
bag. Thus, the favourite ones were
chosen, and the difficult ones left out.
Apart from the problem, during the
round, which to choose from the
caboodle of fourteen, they would play
better with the clubs with which there
is sympathy.

Anyone with a knowledge of golfers
will be certain that the whole load
will come out, when trolleys are per-
mitted again. A lesson wasted.

There must be gratitude that, con-
trariwise. modern methods should
evoke old golf, even briefly. I was
gllga\d: Somehow, it brought the course
alive.

BIG CHANCE FOR
WELL-OFF
GREENKEEPERS

V.LP. TOURNAMENT PATRONS
FOR ¢£100

Prestige facilities at all professional
golf tournaments, and at the Open
ampionship, are announced today
Y the Professional Golfers’ Associ-

May

ation, for a limited number of 50 golf
enthusiasts who wish to become
Tournament Patrons of the Associ-
ation.

The privileges, which will cost an
annual subscription of £100, will
include free entry to all tournaments;
reserved parking accommodation;
admission to the Clubhouse; a place
as guest at the Association’s Annual
Dinner in London at the end of the
season; and a copy of the P.G.A.
Annual Tournament Guide with its
facts, figures, and pen portraits of
professionals who regularly play the
Circuit.

The new band of P.G.A. Tourna-
ment Patrons will also receive a
£26.40 season ticket for the Open
Championship—the R. & A.’s top-
price ticket—with reserved seating
accommodation, and while they are
at the Open Championship they will
be able to use the P.G.A’s own
Private social marquee.

Colin Snape, Secretary of the
P.G.A., in making the announcement,
said: “A modest Tournament Patrons’
Scheme has existed in the past, but
the Association has held it in abey-
ance in recent years. We believe that
what we are offering for £100 is ex-
tremely good value to the many golf
enthusiasts who attend several of our
events and the Open Championship
itself during one season.

“Our aim is to give them ‘V.LP.
treatment’. They will be easily identi-
fiable on arrival at a tournament by
their special badge and permanent car
windscreen label. We feel it will be a
nopular move, and in granting mem-
hership we will work strictly on a
first-come-first-served basis with those
who apply.

“Our 50 Tournament Patrons will
be a quite separate category from the
Association’s existing Vice-Presidents.
Anyone who is interested should write
to me here at the P.G.A. Head-
auarters, Kennington Oval, London
SE 1
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Golf course watering problems solved!

with

CAMERON IRRIGATION

No-one knows more about golf course irrigation than Cameron.
Look at these two great sprinkler systems you can choose from.

—— 1

CAMERON - FIRST IN
POP-UP SPRINKLERS

With Cameron Automatic
Pop-Up Sprinklers plus the
Cameron Electronic Con

trol Panel, you can water your course any
time you like, even apply fertiliser and
disperse dew automatically! Save
labour, cut costs !

GEKA QUICK RELEASE HOSE COUPLINGS. Made in Brass. S

CAMERON - FIRST IN [
PORTABLE SPRINKLERS «
to ~t

The next best thing \
Vin

Cameron automatic water
ing. Use only the minimum

labour. Cover the average golf green from
one position. Adjustable water jet

ave time, money, labour

PLASTIC PIPE & FITTINGS. Complete range available

Ideal for the small jobs you do yourself
TRICOFLEX HOSE. The bright ve
Always supple ; non-kinking

FREE ADVICE. Contact us when
Write ortelep

llow lightweight, re

you have an irrigation problem. Any
hone NOW for details. 24 hour answering service

inforced plastic hose built to last

time

CAMERON PUTS WATER TO WORK

WANTED FOR 1st OCTOBER 1974
EDITOR for the BRITISH GOLF

GREENKEEPER
DUTIES :
1. Obtaining suitable articles and
editing, reviewing and selecting
trade information.
Receiving  Section
Monthly Notes. editing,
out and forwarding.
Maintaining List
and Subscribers.
change of address,
membership etc.
4.  Mailing copies monthly direct to
Subscribers overseas. Sending
subscription reminders and main-
taining records.
Maintaining books of accounts.
6. Producing monthly editorial or
suitable news features.
7. Maintaining contact with the
publisher and proof-reading.
The present Editor is retiring at the
end of this season, after 16 years, and

2

Secretaries’
typing

of Members
Adjusting for

cescation of

‘o9

N
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CAMERON IRRIGATION CO. LTD.,
Harwood Industrial Estate, Littlehampton, Sussex.
Telephone: Littlehampton 3985 (5 lines)

has notified the Executive Committee
of his desire for a replacement.

Up to 1972 the duties included the
obtaining of advertising, receiving
blocks and despatching, sending out
proofs, receiving amendments and
incorporating. Sending out accounts
monthly and recording payments.

That work is now mostly done by
the publisher so the rest is an interest-
ine hobbv for anvone interested.

LAWN
MOWER
GRINDERS

A comprehensive
range of superior machines
designed and built to suit
operators’ requirements. For
brochure and full details
contact us now

ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD

De~t. B.G.G. Iron Works, Haverhill,
Suffalk. Tel: Haverhill 2312/3
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NEW
PRODUCTS

Two new machines for the main-
tenance of sports grounds and amenity
areas, have been introduced by SISIS
Equipment (Macclesfield) Ltd.

The SISIS Tractor Mounted
Trulevel Roller 6 t. wide, is developed
from the principle proved over 30
years on bowling greens. The three
rollers mounted in a rectangular
frame, ensure constant ground con-
tact of at least two of the three rollers.
Thus a true, level surface having once
been achieved, can be maintained by
this roller combination. By a simple
lever mechanism all the weight can
be transterred to the centre roller only.
A full width brush can be fitted to
give a brushed finish to the surface
when desired.

The SISIS Tractor Mounted Rake/
Lute/Brush is an 8 ft. wide combi-
nation of three necessary maintenance
operations on hard porous surfaces,
enabling simultaneous working of any
combination of these three imple-

ments in the one frame. In most
instances, this will allow coverage of
the area in one pass, reducing the
time and labour and also reducing the
Compaction effect of tractor wheels.

€ extension frame, which enables
the Lute and Brush to be connected
to the main frame for simultaneous
use, can be purchased separately and
added to existing frames of this SISIS
Category.

May

New All-British Mower launched by
Allen Power Equipment.

New for the 1974 cutting season,
the Allen Challenger Mark 6 is a
single speed 22-inch Self-Propelled
Rotary Mower following in the foot-
steps of the popular Mark 5 machine.

The only all-British mower in its
class. the Challenger Mark 6 features
a 17lcc Villiers “Vertex” two-stroke
engine, large five pint fuel tank, and
extra large diameter rear wheels with
chain drive.

The very low centre of gravity of
the new Challenger, combined with
the two stroke engine, makes this
machine particularly suitable for
bank work.

Also featured on the Mark 6 is
the Allen patented aluminium conical
cutter disc.

Safety is a prime consideration with
this mower, as is shown by all the
working parts being totally enclosed
by a one piece steel guard, and the
micrometer cutting height adjuster,
controlled from the operator’s
position, which allows cutting height
to be varied from 1/4”.

An entirely new safety device,
especially designed to prevent
machine damage has been incorpo-
rated between the crankshaft and the
cutter disc.

Priced at £189.00, the Allen Chal-
lenger Mark 6 has a working speed
of around three miles per hour,
according to the throttle setting.

HUXLEYS HIRE

FOR THE PROFESSICNAL USER
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is
not economic. We offer for hire specialised
machinery for that seasonal job. Send for
brochure and price list.

GARDEN MACHINERY

Tel. Alresford 3222

22/26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX
Tel. Staines 51123 (3 lines)
Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants
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Rt CRANG

AND CO. LTD.

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS

* Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERICS LTD

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD
WEEBS LAWN MOWERS

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD
GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE

We will gladly call on you to advise
on your grass cutting equipment or
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now

*

153 Arch Stamford Brook

Station, LONDON, W.6
01-748 5415

S. H. GOSS & CO.

‘WEED CONTROL
SPECIALISTS

Selective or Total Weed Control
Grass Growth Retarding
Brushwood Control
Aquatic Weeds
also

Worm Control
Fertilisers Applied

Fairoaks,
Little Warley,
Hall Lane,

Brentwood, Essex
Telephone: Brentwood 216107

STEWARTS GRASS COMB

FOR THE MAN WHO TAKES PRIDE
IN HIS TURF

From the People
who care about Service

STEWARTS

OF EDINBURGH
EUNE FTURF SPECIALISTS
EDINBURGH EH2 2AY 031-556 2102

EASTERN CULTIVATED
TURF FARMS LTD.

Wholesale Growers
of Fine Turf

FRANCHISE GROWER
FOR WARREN'S
A-34 The Aristocrat of Grasses.

Office :

Cranley Nursery Farm Hyde Hall
Cranley Garden Buntingford
London N10 3AR Herts
Tel: 01-883 5880 Royston

72194
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A MAJOR ADVANCE IN TURF
DISEASE CONTROL

by N B Thain, Brand Manager,
Pan Britannica Industries Ltd

Groundsmen, like everybody else,
will always welcome innovations
which make life easier for them. One
way of easing their lot is to help them
maintain a disease-free turf as easily
as possible.

Three major fungal diseases com-
monly cause turf diseases in the UK—
Fusarium Patch, Corticium (Red
Thread) and Dollar Spot. In the past,
the groundsman has had few satis-
factory methods of controlling these
problems. Products available either
discoloured the turf or, as in the case
of mercurial compounds, they were
associated with some degree of risk.
Recently, however, a product has
become available which has been
hailed by groundsmen as a major

step forward in disease control—a
broad-spectrum fungicide which not
only controls Fusarium, Corticium
and Dollar Spot in one go, but does
so safely and economically into the
bargain. This product—Benlate—is
the world’s first broad-spectrum syste-
mic fungicide. and extensive trial
work over the last few years at the
Sports Turf Research Institute has
proved its efficacy time and again.

For complete control of the three
diseases mentioned, it is recom-
mended that Benlate be applied as
soon as disease symptoms appear.
Application should be as an overall
treatment and not as a spot applica-
tion. The dose should be repeated at
3-4 week intervals as necessary. The
spray is applied at 2 gallons per 1,000
sq. ft. at the following doses:
Fusarium—6 0z/1,000 sq. ft. (approx
18 Ib/acre); Red Thread and Dollar
Spot—4 0z/1,000 sq. ft. (approx 12
Ib/acre).

golf course design and construction

.

é@&nﬁ‘ LANDSCARPES (D,

the experts way to better golf

Ashwells Road
Bentley

Brentwood

Essex

Coxtie Green 73720

May



Melnor Travelling Sprinklers

There can be few Head Green-
keepers who. given the opportunity,
would not jump at the chance of
having an automatic watering system
installed at their Golf Club. The ad-
vantages of automatic watering are
numerous, and well known, but many
Greenkeepers must regard the possi-
bility of their Club adopting such a
system as being highly unlikely.

The basic factor which unfortun-
ately precludes many clubs from
installing an automatic watering
system is cost. It is estimated that
conversion costs per green (in most
cases involving the installation of new
pipework) could amount to £500/£600
(approximately £9/£12,000 for 18
holes).

Paradoxically, the chance less well-
off clubs have of enjoying the benefits
derived from an automatic watering
system, e.g. reducing course labour
costs, becomes increasingly remote as
world commodity and product prices
continue to increase at an alarming
rate. However, it may interest, and
perhaps reassure Greenkeepers, that
an “automatic” sprinkler is available
(at a very reasonable cost) which will
meet many of the criteria laid down
for automatic pop-up sprinkler
systems. i.e. the MELNOR range of
TRAVEL-MATIC SPRINKLERS.

The unique range of TRAVEL-
MATIC sprinklers are manufactured
by Melnor Industries of the USA and
during the past ten years or so, several
hundred thousand units have been
sold. Although MELNOR produces
its own underground sprinkler system,

30

the TRAVEL-MATICs form part of
their very large and comprehensive
range of domestic lawn sprinklers.
During the past three years in which
the TRAVEL-MATIC has been sold
in the UK, an increasing percentage
of annual sales has been taken up by
“professional” users, e.g. Bowling,
Tennis, Cricket Clubs, Parks Depart-
ments, Growers, etc.

Four models of the TRAVEL-
MATIC are available, the basic
difference between them being the
length of hose the sprinkler will
accommodate, i.e.

Water coverage

up to:

Super (model 3803)

300 ft. of 3” hose 20,000 ft.
Deluxe (model 3503)

240 ft. of 4” hose 16,000 ft.
Standard (model 2503)

150 ft. of 4” hose 10,750 ft.
Compact (model 2203)

100 ft. of 4” hose 7.900 ft.

Satisfactory coverage can be
achieved at average water pressure
(diameter of throw x hose length =
area watered). Where conditions are
adverse, the self-travelling sprinkler
is the only unit that can be adapted
to meet the situation.

ASSEMBLY

Initial assembly of the TRAVEL-
MATIC is simple and straightfor-
ward:

1. The appropriate length of hose
is connected to the TRAVEL-
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