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Dear ‘Besieged’ of Tunbridge Wells...

If it’s any consolation, you are not alone in your
difficulties.

Every week, groundsmen and greenkeepers write to
me from all over the country, worried about the state of
their turf; and the effect it’s having on their players.

[ tell them that what they really need is a proper turf
service. The best one I know of is operated by Fisons of
Cambridge.

Not only do they offer an unusually fine range of
products, but something that is invaluable in this day and
age—a sympathetic ear.

They’ll send a man round to see you, free.You can
talk things out and sort things out. (All their people are
thoroughly trained in all aspects of turf culture.)

Then he’ll recommend the best course of action in
your particular case; although, of course, you'll be under
no obligation.

Anyway, why don’t you get in touch with them
yourself? The address to write to is: Fisons Ltd.,
Recreational and Industrial Dept., Harston, Cambridge,
CB2 5HU. Or you may call them at 0223 870312.

Meanwhile, may I suggest a stout padlock?

The complete fine turf service.  ZAHSINS
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Made for the busy DRAKE & FLETCHER
professional PRESSURE RETAINING

MISTIFER

KNAPSACK
SPRAYER

The D & F Mistifier contains its own unique pressure
system. Simply fill and spray — an acre in 45 minutes.
Over 90% of D & F Mistifiers are sold to professionals -
because they are tough, reliable, and time saving.

Write for information.

DRAKE & FLETCHER LTD
MAIDSTONE : KENT

DRAKE & FLETCHER - MAIDSTONE - KENT

Keep ‘em Green

WITH

Maxicrop

Further details from: Maxicrop Limited
Freepost
Holdenby

(NO STAMP REQUIRED) Northampton NN6 8BR
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The Atco Groundsman.
A cut above other mowers.

The 28” and 34” Groundsman are
now available in both electric and
kick-starter versions.

The electric version has a 12 volt
self-starter, battery and automatic
charging system as a standard fitment.

Apart from this and their cutting
widths, they share the same features.

To start with, they’re both fitted
with six heavy duty blades which give
81 cuts per yard—an unusually fine cut
for their size.

They can be power driven with
the cutters stationary by operating a
cutter release clutch.

What’s more, either machine may
be used with or without the optional
standard Atco trailer seat.

Another feature is the tubular
handles specially designed for added
manoeuvrability when turning.

They can be adjusted quickly to suit
individual operator heights by means of
an instant clamping lever.

There’s a new ‘swing over’ type
glass fibre grass box. It is mounted on
tubular steel support arms and its lower
section is recessed so it can be used
with swivel front rollers.

Then there’s a large capacity fuel
tank which holds one gallon of petrol.

It takes one professional to
recognise another. Is it any wonder then
that Atco mowers are used on some of
the most famous stretches of turf in
this country.

ATCO /s tamous as the lawns we cut

For full details of Atco mowers write to Charles H, Pugh Ltd.,
P.O. Box 256, ATCO Works, Birmingham, Bg 4PR.

sty the Queen 5
Manufacturers «
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A THE A
PARKER

PROMISE

THIS IS THE BEST INVESTMENT YOU CAN MAKE

THE RANSOMES HAHN TOURNAMENT TRIPLEX
GREENS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

* 67" Cutting width *
% Precision greens cutting reels S
* All reels up front *
* Variable speed control

* Multi.ple height-of-cut presets for apron *

mowing

% Front-steering manoeuvrability *
% Reliable flexible cable drive system *
* Smooth hydrostatic drive *

Individual lifts on each mower reel
Automatic reel shutoff

Ultra-quick removal of mowers and
accessory units

Precision heavy-duty tee mowers
Precision triplex Verti-Cut reels
Vibrating spiker reels

Quick-couple gravity-dump trailer

CONTACT THE SPECIALISTS FOR DEMONSTRATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION NOW !

5 PARKER & SUNS (Turf Management) LTD
WORCESTER PARK, SURREY KT4 7NF
Telephone: 01-337 7791 (10 lines)
4

The British Golf Greenkeeper



Tee Shots

THE 20th APRIL ISSUE of Farmers Weekly carries a useful feature on drainage. It
also has a supplement which might appeal to some readers: ‘Cash in on Grass’.

* * *

Burnham & Berrow Golf Club is expanding from 18 to 27 holes. The new nine
holes will be on the seaward side of the links with one green right by the shore. The
club hopes to be playing on them by summer 1975.

At the same time, the old Sunday Hole will disappear and a new 12th and 13th
will enable the Sunday round to be the same as the weekday round. The present
12th plays past the front of Berrow church and cars and churchgoers oblige
Sunday golfers to play an alternative arrangement, with a long walk round the
back of the church.

* * *

Some time ago the Shrewsbury golf club moved to a new site and left their old
course to the local authority for new roads. Now the Borough has plans to retain
what is left as a nine hole course for the general public.

* * *

We looked at a new golf course site in Tenerife in April. 150 acres of lava lumps.
This material varies from small boulder size down to a fairish pebble. Pushed
about by the bulldozer, it is possible to get a firm level surface which looks like
the bottom six inches of a green drainage layer. The local technique is then to seal
this foundation with a national cement which looks rather like Breedon gravel ;
top it with sand and spread the top-soil. How much per hole did you say? Time
alone will tell. Where tourist developments are concerned, cost does not seem to
matter. And they use the same system for bananas.

* * *

The response to a long letter, from the Hon. Editor in Golf Illustrated, about
greenkeepers and greenkeeping, was not overwhelming. One greenkeeper’s wife
wrote to say that she agreed with it. From golf generally, not a word.

Granular Fertilisers

SEND

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS m':&‘m[
AND APPROACHES * GREENKEEPING

CATALOGUE

CANNOCK FERTILISERS LIMITED, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 3LW
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Breeding Success

ALTHOUGH HIGH STANDARDS of groundsmanship can produce a fine turn from a single
grass species, the maintenance costs may be high. It is for this reason that seed mixtures
of two or more compatible types are usually sown. This produces a tightly-knit turf
which prevents invasion from weeds and other grasses. If the constituents are chosen
correctly, a uniform turf is produced. If too many types are used, or the wrong types
included, then the resulting turf may be patchy in colour and texture.

Mommersteeg now have a comprehensive range of mixtures for almost every type of
application. These include specials for golf tees, fairways, greens and for rough, tennis
courts, bowling greens, cricket wickets and outfields, stadiums, playing fields and hockey
pitches. There are also Mommersteeg mixtures for ornamental areas such as decorative
parkland, lawns and building surrounds.

A development in recent years has been the introduction of Mommersteeg’s Stadion,
This unique fine-leafed perennial ryegrass has been specially bred for Britain's sports
grounds and has proven persistency and ability to recover quickly from hard wear. Its
outstanding visual feature is the dark green colour which it retains throughout Winter
and Summer. It is a winter-active and summer-dormant variety, which withstands close
mowing and is disease resistant.

Environmental needs

After long research, much of it in co-operation with scientific centres and plant breeders
throughout the world, a series of grass strains has been bred specifically by Mommersteeg
to meet important conservation needs.

Mommersteeg technicaladvisoryservice will give free advice on such particular prob-
lems as soil fertility, acidity or unusual and difficult conditions.

Seed catalogues and the booklet, ‘Amenity Grass and the Environment’, which
was available at the Victoria Park exhibition may be obtained from the Mommersteeg
Seed Company, Station Road, Findeon, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire.

Mommersteeg are Europe’s largest specialist grass breeding company and one of the
most outstanding plant breeders in the world. The company was founded in Holland in
1923, operates separate enterprises in Belgium, Germany and the United Kingdom, and
is associated with companies in many countries all over the globe.

As well as their deep involvement in ecological study, Mommersteeg are well-known
for their agricultural grassland systems and sports turf. In addition they operate a
Landscape Management Division to advise local authorities, property companies,
architects, public utilities and other users. An associate company, International Environ-
mental Consultants, is responsible for advisory work on a world wide basis.

D. G. REID DISCUSSES TREE PRESERVATION
ORDERS

A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER (TPO) is for the protection of trees and woodlands: to prevent
needless destruction and maltreatment. It acknowledges that the community has a right to
invoke safeguards where amenity is concerned. It restricts the right of an owner to do as he
wishes with trees which are considered of amenity value. It transfers the decision making
(whether to preserve, prune or fell) from the owner to the community (the local authority).
It does not, however, transfer the ownership nor the liability for any expenses which may
be incurred in management.

AT.P.O.ismade by the Local Planning Authority (L.P.A.). This, in effect, is the County

6 The British Golf Greenkecper



AS ONE
PRO’ TO

ANOTHER

When you have tried all the other
“Specialists” and failed to find the
right gear at the right price ——
get on to us!

For over 40 years, we have wheel-
ed and dealed in Surrey, Berks and
Bucks. Nowadays, we cover most
of Middlesex, Hants and Oxon,
too. We handle all the better
Manufacturers’ equipment, mostly
on a “Main Distributor’” basis.
Our inventory of Professional
equipment is vast and so is the
supporting stock of spares.

Greenkeepers, Groundsmen and
Club Secretaries are always wel-
come at Sunningdale to inspectour
set up, to obtain information and
leaflets, or just to pass the time of
day! Alternatively, if you care to
write or telephone, we will deal
with your enquiry quickly, hon-
estly and fully.

Professional Equipment Division,
The Garden Machine Centre,
Sunningdale, Berks.Tel: Ascot. 22191

June 1973

HUXLEYS HIRE

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL USER
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is not
economic. We offer for hire specialised
machinery for that seasonal job. Send for
brochure and price list.

GARDEN MACHINERY

22/26 CHURCH STREET, STAINES, MIDDX
Tel. Staines 51123 (3 lines)

Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants
Tel. Alresford 3222

Warren’s. A-34
BLUEGRASS

Recovers more quickly
from injury, highly dis-
ease resistant, excellent
dark green color, toler-
ates heavy shade (up to
65% ). Excellent for home
lawns, playing fields and
golf courses.

For information contact:

HURST GUNSON COOPER TABER, LTD.
Phone Witham 3451 WITHAM, ESSEX

LAWN
MOWER
GRINDERS

A comprehensive

range of superior machines
designed and built to suit
operators’ requirements. For
brochure and full details

contact us now.
ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD

Dept. B.G.G. Iron Works, Haverhill,
Suffolk. Tel: Haverhill 2312/3.




Council, the County Borough Council or the Urban and Rural Council which has
authority delegated toit by the County Council.

Anyindividual citizen or society may request a T.P.O. Such request should be sent to
the L.P.A. of the area in which the trees are situated. The request may be in respect of
(a) a single tree, (b) a group of trees, (¢) a wood, and should refer to amenity aspect.
The test applied to any request for a T.P.O. is: if the tree or woodland were to be felled
or lopped would there be any loss of amenity to the neighbourhood ?

Ifitis considered that a tree or trees are in danger of being felled, the L.P.A. may make a
provisional order which takes effect immediately and continues in force for six months,
Penalties for contravening apply during this period.

Penalties for contravention of an order: maximum fine for each offence is £250 or
twice the timber value of the tree, whichever is the greater. Both the tree feller and the
owner can be held liable.

The L.P.A. can require the replacement of any tree felled to which a T.P.O. applies.
The owner of mature trees or woodlands to which a T.P.O. applies may apply to the
L.P.A. for permission to fell. This will usually be granted, subject to conditions such as
replacement or, in the case of woodlands, the retention of a screen to cover the scars
of felling.

An owner who has incurred expenditure or loss through a refusal of consent by the
L.P.A. may claim compensation, except when the L.P.A., in refusing consent have
certified that the refusal is in the interests of good forestry or special amenity value. The
claim should be made to the L.P.A. within twelve months of the refusal. The amount of
compensation is a matter for negotiation between owner and the L.P.A. If no agreement
isreached the Minister will decide.

The Minister imposes a duty on the L.P.A. to preserve trees of amenity value when
granting planning permission for development and to require the planting of new trees,
which may be protected by T.P.O.S. If planning permission is granted on a site already
subject to a T.P.O., the trees are exempted and may be felled; but a condition may be
imposed for replacements elsewhere on the site.

With grateful acknowledgements to ** The Groundsman™.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir, :

I refer to Mr. Patrick Smartt’s article ‘MOATS’ featured in the February issue of
The British Golf Greenkeeper magazine and would correct an inference made in that
article regarding the water hazard in front of the 11th Green of Downfield Golf Course.

Mr. Smartt infers that this hazard was artificially constructed as a water bunker.
While I would agree that the pond was artificially constructed at some point in time, it
was certainly made many years before the late James Braid designed Downfield Golf
Course in 1932. When the course was being designed and constructed, Ardler Ponds had
been in existence for a long time and the architect, with great success, brought them into
play as a feature of what, at that time, was the 7th hole. In respect of Mr. Smartt’s
comparisons in artificiality between the Swilken Burn at St. Andrews and the pond at
Downfield, T would venture to suggest that the former, with it’s vertical and concreted
banks, bears much more of the stamp of man’s efforts than does the latter.

Yours sincerely,
L. S. WRIGHT,
Greens Convener, Downfield G.C., Dundee

8 The British Golf Greenkeeper




1973 Annual Tournament

CLEVEDON GOLF CLUB SOMERSET
13th, 14th, 15th August

Programme
13th am 18 Hole Stapleford Competition
2.30 pm Annual General Meeting
14th 36 Hole Scratch Cup and Prize

36 Hole Senior Division Handicap
36 Hole Junior Division Handicap

18 Hole Coming of Age Cup

15th am 18 Hole Medal Competition

3.00 pm Prize Presentation

ENTRY FORM
(Block letters Please)

Name

Address...

Club S.S.S.
Section

Handicap

Tick Box if eligible for [ ] Coming of Age Cup (Age 60 and over)

Tick Box if requiring Caddy Car []

Entries close 30th June 197 3
June 1973



Quick-change artist

The Ransomes-Hahn Tournament
Triplex is a remarkable machine

— s0 remarkable that we call it the
world’s first Greens Management
System. The Tournament Triplex is a
12hp vehicle with hydrostatic drive,
which powers four separate

turf maintaining operations.

Each conversion, from superb
greensmowing to utility mowing,

to Verti-Cutting, to spiking takes
less than a minute — and no spanner!
Greens Units A full 67" cut.

Each 23, nine-bladed cylinder can be
lifted individually.

Utility Units Heavy-duty cutting
cylinders and bottom blades for
approach and tee mowing. Grass
catchers provided with all units.
Verti-cut Units Patented twin offset
blades remove ‘thatch’, keep greens
i play even in difficult conditions.

Vibra-Spiker Now spiking takes even
less time than greensmowing. High-
frequency vibration penetrates to a depth
of 11" with a minimum of compaction.
The combination of this unique
quick-change unit feature, full 67" swath
for every operation, variable-speed
units and individual unit lifts make the
Tournament Triplex an investment
which no club can ignore.

Your local Distributor is keen to
impress you with a demonstration.

Give him a call.

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd., Ipswich.

RANSOMES &

Ransomes-Hahn
Tournament Tgl;plex

%



