
Blots 
Patrick Smartt 

Like many an escutcheon, golf score 
cards have blots on them. There are 
two columns of respectable figures, 
spoiled when there stands out like 
some painful boil an 8 or more. 

It isr illusory to suppose that the 
player with a medium or long handi-
cap plays every hole poorly. He will 
to his pleasure have a good hole here 
and there. The improbable is part 
and parcel of golf, so one must assume 
that some 18 handicap player has 
scored exactly one stroke over the 
S.S.S. at every hole in the round. 
Though I must take leave to doubt it. 

There is, however, displayed in the 
Club House of The Royal Ashdown 
Golf Club a card showing a total of 
72, each hole accomplished in 4. The 
player was Bobby Locke, then an 
amateur. No blots, though he may 
have considered failure to get 3s at 
the short holes as such. Personal 
standards differ. 

It is interesting to speculate on 
those disastrous holes that suddenly 
assail the gojfer. In the days when it 
was my duty to check score cards, I 
made a point of ringing any out-
rageous figure at a hole on the card 
of a young and improving golfer, or 
an already established one. My pur-
pose being to emphasise to the handi-
capping committee that it could be 
disregarded in assessing the player's 
ability, as being 'one of those things'. 

The causes of these sudden reverses 
are manifold. It is not uncommon to 
hear a player stating that he hates a 
certain hole: 'Can't play it.' Many 
years ago the press (and biographers) 

had a splendid time with what they 
called 'Bobby Jones' ghost hole'. It is 
a matter of confidence, and that hole 
can be conquered if instead of grous-
ing about it, the victim went out and 
played it over and over again. He will 
master it, and arrive at the stage: 
'Fear knocked at the door. Faith 
opened it . . . and there was no one 
there'. My goodness me, how that 
creed can be applied to every stroke 
in the game—perhaps above all to 
putting. 

Disasters are governed to a large 
extent by the nature of the course or 
links. Despite a picture, still vivid in 
the mind's eye, of Lee Trevino in the 
scrub on the summit of a sand dune at 
the 71st hole at Royal Birkdale, I 
venture to suggest that, in general, 
recovery strokes offer themselves more 
frequently on links. They are more 
open, and there is room to swing the 
club. Tree-lined courses, provided the 
ball is not cupped in the roots, pose 
a problem. The chance of playing 
through them, or chipping sideways 
on to the fairway. The latter method 
will reduce the likelihood of 8s or 
double figures. 

Lush grass rough (barbered nowa-
days) on park courses, detracts from 
any chance of a long shot. Finally we 
come to the heath or common course. 
Gorse and heather, with which I am 
only too familiar—not to mention 
bracken—are the destroyers. It is true 
that the club can be swung in heather, 
less easily through the entwining grip 
of bracken, but in either instance it is 
difficult to get the club face sharply 
onto the ball. 

Gorse is the ultimate in destruction. 
Unless golf's guardian angels are with 
us, it means three off the tee and four 
for the second if that has gone astray. 
The only difference b e t w e e n the 
scratch and the mediocre player being 
that the former will be nearer the 
green when playing either stroke. 

Although these blots can occur any-
where in the round, they may be 
expected e a r l y with the handicap 



The cost cutter 

The IORO 70 professional 
power-driven gang mower. For tees, aprons and bunkers. 

The Toro 70 " is a professional machine. For those who 
expect professional results. 
• One man riding the Toro 70" can do the work of four wi th 
pedestrian machines - to free them for other work. • Three 
25" power driven cutters. • Low centre of gravity for 
stability on slopes. • Low pressure tyres for perfect traction 
in wet cond i t i ons -w i thou t marking. • Good power/weight 
ratio for negotiating slopes and tackling dense sward. 
• Powerful 6 i h.p. cast iron cylinder 4-stroke engine. 
• Single rear wheel steering for maximum manoeuvrability. 
• Optional grass boxes for collection on tees and aprons. 

TORO 
For further details 
get in touch wi th 
Flymo Inst i tut ional 
Greycaine Road, W a t f o r d 
W D 2 4PT ( W a t f o r d 41301) 
Sole distributors for TORO in U.K. 
and Channel Islands 



golfer because he has not loosened up. 
Nothing will induce him to arrive five 
minutes early, and spend them in 
swinging a club. There is no drudgery 
in it. If he is one of those who think 
such action means he is taking the 
game too s e r i o u s l y , that is his 
business. But he must not then 
grumble at a poor start. 

That is but one reason why these 
horrors creep in. There are others. It 
suddenly dawns upon the competitor 
in the monthly medal that he is doing 
well. The immediate reaction is he 
starts to play cautiously; he tightens 
up and that is the end. There is the 
direct oposite, in particular with the 
better players. Everything is going 
beautifully, the sky is blue, the larks 
singing, and in his state of euphoria 
our golfer feels he could carry the 
church steeple a couple of miles away. 
Exuberance is his undoing, he gives 
the ball an 'unmerciful thrash' and it 
sails away into the deepest rough. 

Fear, as has been suggested earlier, 
enters into this business. Between the 
teeing-ground and the green, or fair-
way, lies a deep ravine which could 
be carried with a No. 4 iron. The 
psychological effect upon the striker is 
to expand the carry by many yards. 
It makes no matter which club he 
takes, that ravine is in his mind . . . 
and that is where the ball finishes. A 
stream, or expansive bunker will 
evoke the same tension. 

These blots on those infernal, but 
indisputable records on pieces of card-
board are a matter for commiseration. 
But, in brutal fact, the inflamation 
can be reduced. In many, many 
instances after a wild stroke the golfer 
attempts too much in his recovery 
measures. A little thought given to 
the situation, a reasoned assessment of 
the probabilities, and not the dubious 
possibilities, can make a deal of 
difference. 

Contradictory as it may seem, a 
d e c i s i o n to cut one's losses will 
diminish them. That 8 can be turned 
into a 6. 

R. C. CRAIG 
AND CO. LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS 

* Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS & 
JEFFERIES LTD. 

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD. 
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS 

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD. 

GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE 

We will gladly call on you to advise 
on your grass cutting equipment or 
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now 

153 Arch Stamford Brook 
Station, LONDON, W.6 

01-748 5415 

SAND INJECTION 
BY OUR SPECIALISED MACHINES 

CAN TRANSFORM 

W E T GREENS 
AND FAIRWAYS 

DEEP AERATION OF GREENS 
BY SUB-AIR MACHINE 
AT ANY TIME OF YEAR 
NO SURFACE DAMAGE 

Very moderate charges include all transport 
and an experienced operator 

We are unaware of any other 
machine which penetrates to seven 
inches yet keeps the greens 

undamaged and in play 
Cambridge Soil Services Limited 

Girton Road, Cambridge 
Tel. 76002 

Specialists in Science Based Drainage 



News 

New marketing arrangements to 
handle a wider range of Toro ground 
maintenance and lawncare equipment 
being introduced to the United King-
dom have been announced by Flymo 
Ltd. of Watford. 

Toro (U.K.) Sales and Service, a new 
division of Flymo Ltd., will handle 
national distribution of the now well-
established range of Toro institutional 
and commercial equipment and intro-
duce a number of domestic mowers 
for the 1974 season. The new domestic 
mowers will complement the Toro 
rider mowers which have already had 
widespread acceptance in the U.K. 

Shipment of the new domestic 
models has already been undertaken 
to ensure ex-stock delivery through 
selected retail outlets. 

Toro (London) Sales and Service, 
has been created within Toro (U.K.) 
Sales and Service, further to develop 
the valuable contacts the company has 
built up with golf clubs and local 
authorities in the Home Counties. 

Announcing the new marketing 
arrangements, Mr. Alan Bradley, 
General Manager of Flymo Ltd., said 
they will enable Flymo Ltd. to con-
centrate on further development of 
this new division and Mr. Bert Jen-
nings becomes General Manager of 
Toro (U.K.) Sales and Service, 

Mr. Bradley reported that a number 
of new appointments had been made 
in establishing the new marketing 
structure and it was encouraging that 
a number of other experienced com-
pany personnel had transferred to the 
new division. 



The Horticultural Division of Can-
nock Fertilisers Ltd. announce that 
Mr. George B. McGirr has joined 
them as a Technical Representative. 
His territory will comprise Scotland, 
Cumbria, Northumberland and Tyne 
and Wear. 

Peterborough's first public golf course, 
which is being designed by profes-
sionals Peter Alliss and Dave Thomas 
for Peterborough Development Cor-
poration, will be about 6,289 yards 
long and have a par of 71. 

The course is now taking shape at 
Thorpe Wood on the west side of 
Peterborough, as part of the develop-
ment of a 2,000-acre park. 

Thorpe Wood course will have a 
clubhouse incorporating squash courts, 
professional's shop, steward's flat, 
changing room and showers, with a 
large bar and restaurant overlooking 
the course. The first and tenth tees 
will both be next to the clubhouse. 

The Development Corporation hope 
to open the course in 1975. They will 
operate it as a public course, open on 
a pay-and-play basis. 

With effect from 1st January, 1974 
Mommersteeg, Europe's leading plant 
breeder of grasses, clover and roots, 
will be known as Mommersteeg Inter-
national to describe more precisely the 
scope of this thriving world-wide 
enterprise. 

Warren's® A-34 
BLUEGRASS 
Recovers more quickly 
from injury, highly dis-
ease resistant, excellent 
dark green colour, toler-
ates heavy shade (up 
to 65%). Excellent for 
h o m e lawns, playing 
fields and golf courses. 
For information contact: 

HURST GUNSON COOPER TABER LTD 
Phone Witham 3451 WITHAM, ESSEX 

So why not use an ATCO 20" H.D. model and have 
two professionals on the job! 

to 
recognise 
another— 

dTCO 

This is the latest Atco Heavy Duty model and when 
you have cast your professional eye over it we believe 
that you will agree with us that it is professionally 
made for professional users like yourself. 
And here are a few reasons why — 

Rugged power 
From a 'long life' 5 h.p. 4-stroke engine. 

Superb manoeuvrability 
Large diameter two-piece metal roller with differential-action 
ratchet. 
Excellent cutting ability 

From six robust cutting blades and sturdy bottom blade 

Cutter release For transportation purposes with cutters stationary. 

Finally — Sound investment 
Offered at a realistic price which makes this Atco 
a real value for money purchase. 

So why not ask your nearest Atco distributor for a 
demonstration by ringing or writing to the address below 
One can be arranged without obligation 

• as famous as the turf we cut! 
Charles H. Pugh Limited, Atco Works, Tilton Road 
Birmingham B9 4PR. Phone 021 -772-2524, 2551, 3892 



Keep turf at its best 
-all season 

with a single 
feed from new 

Gold-N 
G o l d - N is completely different from 
conventional turf fertilizers. 
Following an initial boost of 
nitrogen, it supplies this vital nutrient 
slowly and continuously over a 
period of 3 to 6 months. All from a 
single application! 

Constant Qua l i ty 
This steady supply maintains turf at 
its best. Keeps it thick and green. 
There isn't the intermittent "too lush, 
too little" effect of more soluble 
fertilizers. And because Gold-N 
resists leaching in wet weather, grass 
vigour is maintained even on 
free-draining soils, golf courses, public 
open spaces and reclaimed derelict sites 

It's Consistent 
Gold-N minimises scorching, 
tolerates variations in 
temperature and moisture. And 
because it's made to rigid 
specifications, every bag is as 
good as the next. It's easy to 
handle and spread - by hand or 
machine. And it's hygienic so 
there's no danger of the 
diseases associated with organics 
like hoof and horn. What's 
more the nitrogen content is 
virtually all usable. 

Superior Performance 
G o l d - N saves money by eliminating 
leaching and other wastage. It works 
economically in situations where 
perhaps five or six dressings of the 
usual fertilizer would be required — 
keeping time and spreading costs to a 
minimum and increasing playing time. 
It will help to transform sparse growth 
areas to lush swards in one or two 
seasons and after only one application 
per season. 

For full details of Gold-N, contact: 
England & Wales -Chipman Chemical 

Co., Horsham, Sussex EH6 7EN. 
Tel: Horsham 60341 

Scotland - S AI Horticulture Ltd., 
Hortus House, 3 John's Place, 
Edinburgh. Tel: 031 554 5451/6 

N. Ireland - Richardsons (Ulster) Ltd., 
1 Short Strand, Belfast BT5 4BS. 
Tel: Belfast 57424/5/6 

Eire - ICI (Ireland) Ltd., 5/9 South 
Frederick Street, Dublin 2. 
Tel: Dublin 771831 



Polish 

Up 

Your 

Passport 

The details of a trip to France next 
August for the Annual Tournament 
are set out below. This is the second 
offer obtained. The Executive Com-
mittee thought the first one too expen-
sive but this one seemed reasonable. 
But read the small print. 

Now we need to know quickly if 
51 people will support the venture. 
Send your name and £4 deposit as 
soon as possible. If not enough people 
apply, your money will be returned. 
If they do, it will be credited to your 
trip. 

The Annual General Meeting would 
be held in London near Victoria 
Station on Saturday afternoon, 10th 
August before departing. 

Do please apply soon as there are a 
lot of arrangements to be made. 

Unless we have enough support by 
the 31st December we shall have to 
abandon the idea and book a course 
in England. 

The inclusive charge is £42.20 per 
person. Subject to a minimum of 51 
fare-paying passengers travelling to-
gether throughout. The charge pro-
vides Air/Rail travel Tourist and 
Second Class, by Silver Arrow services 

as detailed in the itinerary. A special 
fare has been used and is only appli-
cable to the flights and dates shown 
in the itinerary. Motor coach transfers 
of passengers and hand baggage as 
shown in the itinerary. The services 
of a special man and drivers' gratuities 
are included. Two days' motor coach 
hire as shown in the itinerary, cover-
ing 300 kms. per day. Drivers' gratui-
ties are included. Accommodation on 
a room and plain breakfast basis at a 
second-grade hotel in Paris commenc-
ing with room on 10th August and 
terminating with plain breakfast on 
14th August. Accommodation is in 
twin-bedded rooms without facilities, 
gratuities and taxes included. Inci-
dental expenses such as wines, mineral 
waters and other drinks, and fees to 
Air and Railway Company employees 
for carrying baggage are not included. 
If the party wishes to travel from Gat-
wick and to Gatwick reduction of 

S. H . C O S S & C O . 
WEED CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 

Selective or Total Weed Control 
Grass Growth Retarding 

Brushwood Control 
Aquatic Weeds 

also 
Worm Control 

Fertilisers Applied 

Fairoaks, 
Little Warley, 
Hall Lane, 
Brentwood, Essex 
Telephone: Brentwood 216107 



SPECIALLY BRED GRASSES 
FOR THE ENVRONMEHI 

Environmental grass. Grass to bring out 
the best of modern planning on motorways, golf I Please send me further details of 
courses, sports grounds. Or a fresh, new look to 
reclaimed waste ground, open-cast sites, and 
spoil heaps. 

Environmental grass. Grown from 
Twyfords seed mixtures. Purpose bred for 
m 1111 m u m mai n t en an ce, dense grou n d cover, 
greater persistence, yet with rapid establishment. 

specially bred grasses for the 
environment 

Name 

G>mpany 

Address 

T W Y F O R D S E E D S LIMITED 
Wholesale Division H 
Adderbury Banbury Oxon Tel: Adderbury 281 (8 lines) I h h i wma mm I i 



£1.00 per person. Demi-pension (half 
board) arrangements if required sup-
plement of £10.40 per person. 
Rooms 

If Twin-bedded Rooms with bath 
required — £6.80 per person. 

If Single Rooms with bath required 
— £16.60 per person. 

If Single Rooms required — £2.00 
per person. 
Deposit Arrangements: £4 per person 

and balance due one month prior to 
departure. 

Itinerary 
Subject to prevailing conditions, 

rail, aircraft and hotel accommodation 
being available and passports with 
necessary visas and permits 
granted. 
1974 
Saturday, 10th August 
London (Victoria) Station Rep. 
London (Victoria) Station Dep. 

being 

18.36 
19.36 

Gatwick Station Arr. 20.14 
Flight BR 493 

Dep. 20.35 
Arr. 
Dep. 
Arr. 

21.10 
21.31 
23.35 

Gatwick Airport 
Le Touquet Airport 
Le Touquet Station 
Paris (Nord) Station 
Motor coach transfer to Hotel 
Sunday, 11th August to 
Tuesday, 13th August 
In Paris—During stay, motor coaches 
will be available for visits to Le 
Prieure Meulan on 12th and 13th 
August. (Covering 300 kms. per day.) 
Wednesday, 14th August 
Motorcoach transfer to Station 
Paris (Nord) Station 
Paris (Nord) Station 
Le Touquet Station 

Le Touquet Airport 
Gatwick Airport 
Gatwick Station 

THE NEW SISIS 
TRIO-ROTOR AKE 

The build-up of 'thatch' at the base of 
fine grasses leads to poor greens. 
Using a SISIS Rotorake is a means of 
removing thatch from fine turf. 

With the introduction of the new 
Trio - Rotorake, SISIS Equipment 
(Macclesfield) Ltd. extend their range 
of Rotorakes to suit most require-
ments and budgets. 

The Trio-Rotorake operates three 
reels for thatch removal, thatch con-
trol and wire scarifying, but these 
reels are now 'snap-in' for rapid, 
simple interchange. Depth of cut is 
adjusted from the operating position. 
The Trio-Rotorake costs from £105.00 
ex-works (plus VAT). 

Other Rotorakes in the range are 
the heavy-duty Auto-Rotorake, priced 
from £283.15 ex-works (plus VAT) 
and the Fibamo, 12" model with 
optional collection box, from £65.00 
ex-works (plus VAT). 

Report 18.18 
Dep. 19.18 
Arr. 21.21 

Flight BR 494 
Dep. 21.40 
Arr. 22.15 
Dep. 22.36 

London (Victoria) Station Arr. 23.12 
NOTE:—The Authorities impose an 
Airport service charge on all passen-
gers embarking on International 
Flights from Le Touquet. This is paid 
locally and the present rate is 4 F. 
Francs per person. 

SIS/S Equipment (Macclesfield) Ltd 
Hulley Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
SK10 2LZ. 




