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Water your • 
GREENS & FAIRWAYS 

'' the easy way 

PARKMUTIC 
TRAVELLING 

SPRINKLER I from 
The Parkamatic has been designed to provide a completely 
automatic method of high speed, efficient and even watering 
at pressures of 401b p.s.i. over Greens and Fairways. 
No staking wires or other elaborate preparations are 
necessary. Hose pipe is simply laid out straight or in curves, 
on a pre-determined course and the Parkamatic will 
do the rest. 
The machine travels 140ft per hour pulling f i n hose pipe. 

Full details from: T. PARKER & SONS ( l u r f Management) LTD. 
WORCESTER PARK, SURREY KT4 7NF 
Tel : 01 -337 7791 . 337 0861 (10 lines) 

with the 



Tee Shots 
WITH COSTS INCREASING and land no more easy to come by, many local authorities 
are turning to Par 3 courses as potential satisfaction for the demand for golf. 
Corby in Northants has started work, East Grinstead is planning, Woking is 
thinking on these lines. Rather like driving ranges, the solution is only a temporary 
one. Before long, those who have started golf this way are looking around for the 
full scale article. 

Further details of the First British Turfgrass Symposium at Ipswich are that the 
date will be 4th October and speakers will include leading specialists on irrigation, 
drainage, research, and related topics. Application forms for registration will 
appear in our next issue: meanwhile, keep this date free. 

Tom Mascaro, whose article on Aeration appeared in our July issue, will be one of 
the speakers at the Conference in October. He is director of Product and Market 
Development of Hahn's Westpoint Division. Hahn, as most greenkeepers will 
know already, is the company with which Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies Ltd., are 
associated, selling their products on a world-wide basis under the Ransomes-
Hahn label. 

We have received details of a proposed training course in Greenkeeping and 
Groundsmanship to be arranged in Northumberland and Durham. It will provide 
college-based tuition and practical work, combined with on-the-job training 
which will be obtained by trainees working under the supervision of experienced 
greenkeepers and groundsmen at golf clubs and athletic grounds. 

Mr E. L. King, Assistant Regional Controller of the Department of Employ-
ment in Gallowgate, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 4TP, is the man behind the 
scheme and it is to be hoped that greenkeepers and golf clubs will support him to 
the full when he is able to launch it. 

Clevedon is well sign-posted off the M5 west of Bristol. Hope to see you there in 
August. 

* * * 

Efforts to track down the leaks in the mailing list are slowly bringing results. We 
hope to have a new list and new printers in two months time. Even the Editor 
missed his copy for a time. 

F O R H I G H E S T P U R I T Y 
A N D G E R M I N A T I O N I 
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SPECIALLY BRED GRASSES 
FOR THE EN V RON M ENI 

Please send me further details of 
specially bred grasses for the 
environment 

Name 

Company 

Address 

BGG/8/73 

Environmental grass. Grass to bring out 
the best of modern planning on motorways, golf 
courses, sports grounds. Or afresh, new look to 
reclaimed waste ground, open-cast sites, and 
spoil heaps. 

Environmental grass. Grown from 
Twyfords seed mixtures. Purpose bred for 
minimum maintenance, denseground cover, 
greater persistence, yet with rapid establishment. 

TWYFORD SEEDS LIMITED 
Wholesale Division 
Adderbury Banbury Oxon Tel: Adderbury 281 (8 lines) 



Hon. Secretary's Notes 

A.G.M. Clevedon Golf Club, Clevedon, Somerset 
NOTICE is HEREBY GIVEN that the fifty-sixth Annual General Meeting of the British Golf 
Greenkeepers'Association will be held at Clevedon Golf Club, on Monday 13 th August 
at 2.30 p.m. Notice of resolutions must be sent in writing to the Hon. Secretary TWENTY-
ONE DAYS before the date of the meeting. Under Rule 29, proxies may be voted at all 
general meetings. A Form of Proxy may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary and 
returned not later than the first post of Wednesday 8th August. 

Annual Tournament 
The fifty-sixth Annual Tournament will be held at Clevedon Golf Club on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 13th, 14th and 15th August 1973. Entry Forms appeared in the 
June Journal. 

Programme 
Monday 13th August: Morning - 18 holes Stableford; 
Afternoon - Annual General Meeting 2.30 p.m. 
Tuesday 14th August - 36 hole Medal; News of the World Cup (Scratch) Senior Division 
(plus to 11); Junior Division (12 to 24); the Jubilee Cup (Team Prize off Handicap); 
'The Coming of Age' Cup. 
Wednesday 15th August: Morning - 18 hole Medal; 
Afternoon - Prize distribution 3 p.m. 

Handicaps 
Section secretaries will be asked to verify the handicaps of all competitors from their 
records before the tournament. All handicaps must be based on the National Golf 
Union's handicapping system. 

Executive Committee 
A meeting of the Executive Committee will be held at Clevedon Golf Club on Sunday 
12th August, 1973 at approximately 5.30 p.m. 

Trophies 
May I remind all holders of trophies from last year's tournament who are not taking part 
this year, to ensure that these are returned to the Clevedon Golf Club, Clevedon, 
Somerset, before Saturday 11th August, 1973. 

Annual Draw 
May I remind members that all counterfoils and moneys should be returned to their 
Section secretary and NOT to me. 

C H D I X 



THE INSTITUTE OF 
GROUNDSMANSHIP 

INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION 1973 

to be held at the 

University of London 
Athletic Ground 

MOTSPUR PARK, NEW MAIDEN, SURREY 
on the 18 ,19 : &20 of September 

Everything that is needed for the Lawn, 
Sports Ground, Playing Field, Leisure Area 
and Golf Course, will be on show at this im-
portant Exhibition. 
If your interest is in these areas, then Motspur 
Park is the place to see and discuss the latest 
in Mowing Equipment, Aerating Machines, 
Rollers, Distributors, Tractors, Power Units, 
Power Saws, Water ing Equipment, Spraying 
Machines, Markers, Nets, Seeds, Fertilisers, 
Chemicals. In fact, all you need to maintain 
your professional standards, in one place at 
one t ime. 

W r i t e the dates in your diary n o w - t i m e s be-
tween 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. It's easy to find, 
close to the N e w Maiden Roundabout on the 
A3 Portsmouth Road, or direct by train from 
Water loo. 

Further details from 
T h e I n s t i t u t e of G r o u n d s m a n s h i p , 

108a Chess ington Road, W e s t E w e l l , 
S u r r e y . 01-393 8027 

Maxicrop Limited 
Holdenby, Northampton IMN6 8DIM 



A Golf Superintendent 
should be A Golf Superintendent 

should be A Golf Superintendent 
should be A Golf Superintendent 

by Paul N. Voykin, Golf Superintendent, Briarwood C.C., Illinois 

A TREND IN OUR GOLF COURSE profession is perturbing me; this month I would like to 
expound on it. I may be mistaken, but I think I see our golf course superintendent's pro-
fession turning from its true direction. I am speaking of the recent trend of green super-
intendents slowly encroaching on the field of managership and away from our true 
profession of greenkeeping. This situation, I believe, has developed from the managers 
becoming general managers and taking charge of the whole clubhouse-and-grounds 
operation. As a result of their yet unproven venture, we have become panicky and think 
that by acquiring new titles and certificates, by attending bookkeeping and finance 
seminars, and urgently seeking further clubhouse property responsibilities, the situation 
will change. 

I don't think so. A Golf Course Superintendent is a Golf Course Superintendent, and a 
Manager is a Manager, and the only way this fact will change is if you wish to change your 
profession completely. If that's what you want, go ahead, but do it full turn, please. Do 
not play games - you're only fooling yourself. 

In my case there is no conflict. I know what I want to be - a good greenkeeper and 
nothing else. I'll be happy with that title, because, you see, I know something else - call it a 
basic managerial premise, if you wish. That is, unless the golf course superintendent is in 
complete charge of all and total bookkeeping, and unless all money passes through his 
office, he can never be top dog or in full control at the club: at least not in the eyes of the 
board members. This fact is as sure and true as the fact that the golf professional will 
always be the glamour man at the country club no matter how many double knits you 
own or how well you groom the grass. 

Clouding up our true identity by seeking out extra jobs and taking more responsibility 
for a little more money has nothing to do with our real profession and skill of growing and 
manicuring grass. This is futile hypocrisy. General managership is not our business. The 
managers who have taken over completely and are now total general managers have sold 
down the river their true responsibility to the club. They have taken on too many respon-
sibilities and have gone into fields that they know nothing about. Let's not play their 
ambitious game. As in the past top clubs will learn that it's not going to work, and there 
really is no money saved. 

Let me be absolutely blunt. Become a manager or stay a golf course superintendent, but 
whatever, be true to yourself-you can't be superb at both jobs. Declare your hand. Don't 
get into a mixed-up ball game unless you want to change jobs every few years as some 
general managers are doing. The wise ones (and we have a few outstanding ones in the 
Chicago area) work with us, cooperate with us, communicate and coordinate with us, 
and they are smart enough to keep out of our areas or responsibility - something they 
know nothing about. That's the way it should be. 

I would like to say something else. I am not, nor is anybody else, impressed by green-
keepers calling themselves property managers, golf engineers, turf managers and other 
nonsensical names. Golf or green superintendents - yes, greenkeepers - lovely, 'grass 
growers' or 'grass farmers' is fine with me. I know what I am and I make good money at it. 
I don't need to seek extra 'janitorial' jobs around the clubhouse to tarnish my true pro-
fesional image. My direct responsibility is the golf course and that load is heavy enough 



SAND INJECTION 
B Y O U R S P E C I A L I S E D M A C H I N E S 

C A N T R A N S F O R M 

WET GREENS 
AND FAIRWAYS 

D E E P A E R A T I O N OF G R E E N S 
BY S U B - A I R M A C H I N E 

AT A N Y T I M E OF Y E A R 
NO S U R F A C E D A M A G E 

We are unaware of any other machine 
which penetrates to seven inches yet 
keeps the greens undamaged and in play 
Very moderate charges include all transport and an experienced operator 
Cambridge Soil Services Limited 

Girton Road, Cambridge 
Specialists in Science Based Drainage Tel.76002 

R. C. CRAIG 
A N D CO. LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS 

* Agents for : RANSOMES SIMS & 
JEFFERIES LTD. 

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD. 
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS 

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD. 

GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE 

We will gladly call on you to advise 
on your grass cutting equipment or 
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now 

* 

153 A r c h S t a m f o r d B rook 
S ta t i on , LONDON, W.6. 

01-748 5415 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

S. H. GOSS & CO. 
WEED CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 

Selective or Total Weed Control 
Grass Growth Retarding 

Brushwood Control 
Aquatic Weeds 

also 
Worm and Mole Control 

Fertilisers Applied 

3, Mascalls Cottages, 
Mascalls Lane, 
Brentwood, Essex. 
Telephone: Brentwood 216107 

8 The British Golf Greenkeeper 



for me. And please don't give me that old business about shrinking my duty as a bread-
winner, or not being able to take on extra responsibility, or not trying to uplift our pro-
fession. I take on more responsibility and I am more involved with exciting things than I 
know what to do with - for my family and for the image of my profession. And I know 
many of you are the same. Long ago I could have become manager, but that's not my 
forte. I am a GREENKEEPER, and in this field of endeavour I strive for perfection. 

There is something else I must tell you that is in me (and unless you have a touch of the 
same, you might as well become a manager or go into something else). I would miss the 
soft warm rains that fall on the turf that I grow. I would miss the white snow that covers 
the golf course in late fall for the first time, melts, and then softly comes again. I would 
truly miss all the challenges of nature that go with my profession. The hot sun of summer 
heat and the salty sweat of humidity on my brow. I would miss the pleasure of admiring 
turf manicured and maintained under both good and adverse conditions and knowing 
that I had a hand in keeping the verdant picture that way. But of course there would be 
other things, also, soothing the frustrations of working with nature. I would miss her 
many gifts to us greenkeepers, the trees changing in the seasons and the flowering shrubs 
in spring. I would miss the daisies and other wild flowers hiding from our mowers next 
to the majestic elms, and I would miss the pheasants calling to their mates in early 
morning. I know I would miss the honest faces of commercial friends calling on me and 
old greenkeepers advising me. But most of all I would miss getting up each early morning 
and playing the endless chess game of man against nature, or perhaps more truthfully, 
trying to work with her and relishing the achievement and, oh, the satisfaction and the 
pleasure that comes once in a while each season when just for a short time I have won the 
battle. 
Reprinted with the Author's permission from the September 1972 issue of The Bull Sheet (Official Bulletin, Midwest 
Association of Golf Course Superintendents), Voykin is President of that Association. 

R n d r e u i s - P o w e r a n d P e r f o r m a n c e 

f o r P r o f e s s i o n a l s 

BLUEBIRD- THE MOST 
POWERFUL SCARIFIER ON TURF! 

Driven by a robust and test-
proven 5hp engine, this scarifier 

will flail out grass cuttings, 
bed fibre and all forms of 
debris to leave you with a 

perfect sward.Wherever 
professional standards 
count, just remember the 
name BLUEBIRD . . . we 
defy you to find better 
valueforonly £192.50. 

CYCLONE' 
SPREADING 

PERFORMANCE 

INSTANT PORTABLE POWER 

These heavy-
duty spreaders 
a re b u i l t t o 
f u l l p r o -

fessional specifications. Their 10ft spreading swath 
covers an unbeatable 2 acres an hour. Push by hand or 
pull by tractor - ' C Y C L O N E ' will give you an even 
spread everytime. Unrivalled performance for only 
£65.45. Smaller hand propelled model available. 

SEND FOR DETAILS TODAY 
A range of 7 generators to give you 
immediate power anywhere, anytime. 
Portable generators give you a fully 
mechanised labour force . . . those 
awkward, out-of-the-way jobs, that 
would normally take days, can now be 
finished in hours. And that spells 

• i better manpower planning and smaller, more 
%— economical labour forces. Yes, portable genera-

tors saveon time, labourand needless expense-
what's more, they start from as little as £82.50! 

I Andrews Lawn Edgers Ltd., 
| The Garden Machine Centre , 
I Sunningdale, Berks SL5 0JJ 
' Te lephone: Ascot 21960 
I Send me details on: 
| Generators • 
I Cyclone spreaders • 
I Bluebird scarifiers • 
I Name 
| Occupation 
, Address 



GREEN GRASS GROWS ALL AROUND 
Anyone can show you lush green grass — on someone else's course. 

RainBird sprinkler features let you grow your own. 

* The highest pop ( 2 ^ in). Grass cannot distort the 
distribution pattern so there is uniform application. 
* Nozzle features ensure a tight, wind-resistant stream for 
longer throw plus efficient close-in watering. 
* Positive retraction spring prevents head sticking up. 
* Positive seals ensure maximum pressure through nozzles, 
and ease servicing. 

Plastic Tube & Conduit Co Ltd, 
Irrigation Division, 
Sterling Works, Bath Road, 
Aldermaston, Reading RG7 5QD 
Telephone: Woolhampton (073521) 2346 

Approved Installers: Robert Sandow Associates (Calf Glades) Ltd, 
Bead low Manor, Beds. 

RELF&KENDAL1, 
O F C R O Y D O N AIMD B A R N E T 

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of lawn 
mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country 

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF RANSOMES SPARE PARTS 

RANSOMES 
Also ASPERA, B.S.A., 
BRIGGS & STRATTOIMf 
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX, 
VICTA, VILLIERS. 

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS—MAGNETOS 

OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING 
OUR EXPRESS SPARES DELIVERY SERVICE 

Telephone your 
immediate requirements to 

See us a t t h e 
M o t s p u r P a r k E x h i b i t i o n 

S e p t e m b e r 18, 19, and 20, 1973 

RELF& KENDALL 
406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON, 

SURREY. CR2 6XX. Tel (01) 688 0578 
11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET, HERTS. 

Tel (01) 449 8228 

We stock a comprehensiverange of domestic and professional 
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground 


