SPORTS COUNCIL CHAIRMAN CALLS ON PLANNING
AUTHORITIES TO AID GOLF BOOM

DR ROGER BANNISTER, chairman of the Sports Council, has urged the Government and
local authorities not to hold up the boom in golf by a tough attitude on planning consent
for new courses.

He admitted that the Sports Council’s taget of 500 new courses in England and Wales
by 1981 would be hard to achieve unless there was more co-operation from planning
authorities.

Speaking at the Professional Golfers’ Association convention in London, Dr Bannister
said the present rate of new golf course building, about 25 a year, was not enough to give
golfits first major expansion of facilities since the 1930s. Plans for more courses had been
trapped in the ‘rough’ of land shortages, high land costs and the bunkers of planning
consent.

He said: ‘I think our target can only be realised if local authorities and Government
change their attitude and allow land for golf courses to be made available in green belts,
which is quite possible without loss of its amenity value.

‘Not only golf, but several other sports can be imaginatively inter-laced to the great
satisfaction of all. Walkers, riders, fishermen and golfers can co-exist without fear of a
whizzing golf ball.’

He added: “We understand the difficulties faced by local authorities when they are
being pressed to provide land for a new golf course close to a crowded town. Competition
for such land is considerable.

‘But we believe local authorities should play their full part in providing the land for a
game which a wide cross section of the British public clearly want and enjoy.

‘We think ourtarget is a realistic onewhich deserves to be met. Britain taughtthe rest of
the world to play golf, and it seems only fair in this Sport for All year that we should not
deny our own people the chance to play it themselves.’

Dr Bannister also called for:

More municipal courses The present ratio in England and Wales is 92 private courses to
8 municipal courses. He said: ‘A better balance would be a ratio of 70 to 30 and then the
scandalous early dawn queues at municipal golf courses would be cut.’

Smaller, less sophisticated and cheaper courses, including more 9-hole courses. He men-
tioned the Sandown Park golf centre, built on about 60 acres instead of the usual 100,
asagood example.

Use of derelict land for golf courses. There are 50,000 acres in Britain, much of it
formerly used by the Coal Board and the Defence Ministry.

More multi-purpose use of golf courses  Clubhouse facilities for other sports, like squash,
and careful landscaping of courses to allow picnic spots and bridle paths.

NEW RIDING MOWER WITH BUILT-IN SAFETY

SAFETY IS A SPECIAL feature of the new Howard Bolens 728 riding mower which is mar-
keted by Howard Rotavator Co. Ltd., West Horndon, Essex.

The engine is started by key and three safety switches — on the seat, the ignition and
brake — interlock. If the operator gets off without setting the brake, the seat switch stops
the engine automatically. If the operator brakes hard, the mower disengages auto-
matically and the blade is stopped.

The 7 h.p. engine, with three forward speeds and one reverse has plenty of reserve
power for heavy mowing and the 2-pedal control enables changing gear on the move.

The mower cuts a 28in. swath and the 30in. turning radius permits a tight turn and
trim within Jin. of borders. Extra large diameter wheels give good traction.

April 1973 21



from the Sections

Special occasions

Mar 23 Southern Section Annual Dinner
26 East Midland Section Lecture
30 Midland Section Annual Dinner

Apr 4 SouthCoast Section Spring
Tournament
4 Southern Section Lecture
5 Sheffield Section Lecture
18 Welsh Section Spring Tournament

May 8 Midland Section Spring

Tournament

8 North West Section Spring
Tournament

9 East Midland Section Spring
Tournament

9 Southern Section Spring
Tournament

Sheffield Section Outing
to Cannock Fertilizers Ltd.
13 East Midland Section Presidents v
Captains Match
14 Midland Section Presidents Match

July 18 Sheffield Section Annual
Tournament
By F. W. Ford
Chairman: Hon. Secretary:
C. A. MOORE 68 Salcombe Gardens,
(Stanmore) Mill Hill, N.W.7.
Tel: 01-959 2847
February Lecture

Our thanks to Frank Smith of Maxwell Hart
for being with us on Wednesday 7th February
to give us the benefit of his expert knowledge
of grass seed.
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His talk was followed by an interesting
presentation of close up slides of various seeds.
Slides were also shown, by Don Ticehurst, of
Evengrass artificial grass panels being laid as
an experiment on the wicket area of a cricket
pitch.

The slides showed the panels being clipped
together and laid out to enable the correct
area of turf to be marked out for lifting. Turf
was lifted and sufficient soil was removed to
allow panels to be laid approximately 1 in.
below surrounding surface.

After loosening and raking, soil panels were
laid and topped up with a dry fine sandy soil.
This was then booted in gradually to enable
it to penetrate the holes in the artificial grass
panels. Finally seed was sown in the usual way.
Results have shown that the roots penetrate
through the panels to the soil beneath thus
ensuring a moisture supply to the issuing turf.
This method has been tried out effectively in the
goal mouth areas on soccer pitches and on
winter tees, in particular where the space is
limited.

The Benevolent Fund is £5 better off by
the draw and the winning ticket holder this
month was Ernie Hall. A private ‘Whip
Round’ resulted in a further £4.

Dave Craig completed the evening by
showing a film he took on the Boston trip last
month. Thank you, Dave, we all enjoyed your
efforts and commentary.

New Members
A warm welcome to the following new mem-
bers:

C. Chamberlain and A. Janson (Muswell
Hill), R. Dove (Royal Eastbourne), B. L.
Newcombe (Woodcote Park), S. Ford (South
Herts), D. A. Cross (Brookmans Park), and
M. Collins (West Kent).

Benevolent Fund

At the 1971 AGM it was decided to form our
own fund to enable an extra grant to be made
to widows and dependants and to keep in
touch with retired members via a Christmas
gift each year, etc. So far £150 has been paid
out in grants and the fund is now at a low ebb.
To keep it going, a draw is run each month on
lecture evenings, ball sweeps at golf meetings
and several donations have been received from
members.

Will any member who feels he would like to
make a contribution, please send it to me and
I will reply by receipt in each case. Any
donation, no matter how small will be grate-
fully received.

Sad News

Following the death of Bert Dixon last month
I have to report that Wally Drewitt aged 82,
late of Burhill Golf Club and Jock Drummond
aged 64, of the Royal Eastbourne Golf Club
also died in January. Flowers and Benevolent
Grants, both H.Q. and Section, were sent with
messages of sympathy from the Southern
Section.
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Past Season: Lectures

We would like to offer our grateful thanks to
the speakers who visited us at Ampfield over
the winter months. These were Mr Roffey of
Roffey Ltd., Mr Bradbury of Mommersteeg
Seed Ltd., and Mr Knight of Ransomes who
gave us three very interesting and not to be
forgotten evenings.

Spring Golf Tournament

All members should now be aware that this is
to be held at the Royal Winchester Golf Club
on the 4th April (Wednesday) and those
wishing to play should have conveyed to me in
writing their intention. If any member
wishes to play and has not yet informed me,
will he please get in touch without delay.

AGM

This is to be held at the Royal Winchester
Golf Club on the 4th April after the completion
of the Spring Golf Tournament.

Subscriptions

Please remember that these are now due and
prompt payment would save a lot of incon-
venience.

NORTH-WEST

By H. M. Walsh
Hon. Secretary:
Horrobin Cottage,
OldLinks Golf Club,
Montserrat, Bolton,
Lancs.

Chairman:
R. VICKERS,
Leigh Golf Club

Spring Tournament

As stated in previous issues of the Journal, our
Spring Tournament will be played over the
Leigh Golf Club course at Kenyon Hall,
Kenyon, Nr. Warrington, on May 8th 1973.
It will be a 27-hole competition, 18 in the
morning, 9 in the afternoon. The AGM will
take place in the evening. Tee off times from
9 am. A Competition over 18 holes will be run
for members’ guests. Will all members taking
part please inform me of their meal require-
ments so that I can make the necessary
catering arrangements.

Lectures

Our sincere thanks to Glynn Vaughan of
Ransomes, Sims & Jeffries for the excellent
film show and talk which he gave to the
members of the North West Section with the
able assistance of Mr Rees and Mr Holt,
members of the staff of Burrows Ltd. Salford.
Also our thanks for the refreshments pro-

RETIREMENT OF MR. TOM McNEICE

MR TOM MCNEICE retires from his position as
Head Greenkeeper of The Leicestershire Golf
Club on March 31st. Mr McNeice will then
have completed 22 years as Head Greenkeeper
to the Club.

During his years at the Leicestershire
course he has built up a considerable reputa-
tion and the Leicestershire greens have been
the envy of golfers throughout the County.
Recently he has been superintending the
replanning of several holes and the reconstruc-
tion of many of the tees and some greens.

It was only natural that Mr McNeice should
follow on in his father’s footsteps and become
a head greenkeeper. On leaving school he went
to work as an apprentice under his father at
Banstead Downs and they later went together
to the RAC Golf Club, Woodcote Park,
Epsom. After 8 years there, then at the age of
22, he left to go on his own as head greenkeeper,
which took him to Hearsall, Coventry,
Leamington and Stinchcombe hill. During
the war he worked as an agricultural engineer
and afterwards was appointed head green-
keeper of the Robin Hood Golf Club,
Birmingham, where he stayed for five years;
he then joined his present club.

He is a former chairman of the British Golf
Greenkeepers Association, and of the East
Midlands Section. He has also served as
secretary of the S.W. Section, Midlands
Section and East Midlands Section. He served
on the executive committee from 1938—1968.

Mr McNeice has always been interested in
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the game of golf and his lowest handicap was
four. Now at 67, he still plays in the spring
and autumn sectional competitions for

greenkeepers and has won several times. ;
Mr and Mrs McNeice will be spending their
retirement in Leamington Spa.



Keep turf at its best
-all season

with ' sing
feed from new
Gold-N

Gold-N is completely different from
conventional turf fertilizers.
Following an initial boost of
nitrogen, it supplies this vital nutrient
slowly and continuously over a
period of 3 to 6 months, All from a
single application!

Constant Quality
This steady supply maintains turf at
its best. Keeps it thick and green.
There isn’t the intermittent “too lush,
too little” effect of more soluble
fertilizers. And because Gold-N
resists leaching in wet weather, grass
vigour is maintained even on
free-draining soils, golf courses, public

Superior Performance
Gold-N saves money by eliminating
leaching and other wastage. It works
economically in situations where
perhaps five or six dressings of the
usual fertilizer would be required —
keeping time and spreading costs toa
minimum and increasing playing time.
It will help to transform sparse growth
areas to lush swards in one or two
seasons and after only one application
per season.

For full details of Gold-N, contact:
England & Wales — Chipman Chemical
Co., Horsham, Sussex EH6 7EN.

Tel: Horsham 60341

Scotland — SAI Horticulture Ltd.,
Hortus House, 3 John’s Place,
Edinburgh. Tel: 031 554 5451/6

N. Ireland — Richardsons (Ulster) Ltd.,
1 Short Strand, Belfast BT'5 4BS.
Tel: Belfast 57424/5/6

open spaces and reclaimed derelict sites.

It’s Consistent
Gold-N minimises scorching,
tolerates variations in
temperature and moisture. And
because it’s made to rigid
specifications, every bag is as
good as the next. It’s easy to
handle and spread — by hand or
machine, And it’s hygienic so
there’s no danger of the
diseases associated with organics
like hoof and horn. What’s
more the nitrogen content is
virtually all usable.

L0W BELEASE NITROGEN FERTILUZER

561bs Gross K and green @

Eire — ICI (Ireland) Ltd., 5/9 South
Frederick Street, Dublin 2.
: Tel: Dublin 771831
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vided, liquid and solid; thank you once again
gentlemen.

New Members

We welcome to the Section the following new
member and hope his time with the Association
will be a happy one:-

H. Williams, Esq., Huyton & Prescot Golf
Club, Huyton, Nr. Liverpool.

EAST MIDLAND

By S. Fretter
Hon. Secretary:
4 Queens Drive,
Leicester Forest East,
Leicester

Chairman:
G. DArBY

Annual Spring Golf Tournament

The Annual Spring Golf Tournament is being
held at Radcliffe on Trent Golf Club on
Wednesday 9th May 1973. All those playing
should notify me by the 25th April, 1973 at
the latest.

The Golf Club at Radcliffe on Trent is
situated on the Cropwell Road and covers an
area of approximately 100 acres. It is an 18
hole course 6,200 yards in length with a par
of 69. The first nine holes are tight, but the
back 9 are much easier, there are two very
good par fives, twelve par 4’s and 4 par 3’s.

After the Second World War, it was modern-
ised and brought to its present lay out by
Mr T. S. Hawtree. It is pleasantly situated in
the country six miles east of Nottingham, just
off the A52 road to Grantham.

A new by-pass is scheduled to pass through
part of the course and extra land has been
made available for construction of new holes,
these have been designed by Mr T. C. Pennick.
A new Club House has been built on Dewberry
Lane about 500 yards past the original Club
House.

The write up of Radcliffe on Trent Golf
Course has been sent to us by the Head
Greenkeeper, Mr P. Malin. We thought it
would help the golfers on the 9th May 1973.

New Member

I would like to welcome to this section
Mr S. L. Farrington, Head Greenkeeper of
Priors Hall Golf Club, who has transferred to
us from the North East section. We wish him
along and happy stay in this section. Also we
Wish him all the best in his new job.

Retiring Member

Mr S. McNeice, Head Greenkeeper of

Leicestershire Golf Club is retiring at the end

of March. Mr McNeice, as you all know, has
n a life long member of the British Golf

Greenke;epers Association and we wish him all

the best in his retirement.
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NORTHERN

By Walter Heeles
Hon. Sec.
7 Tentergate Close,
Knarcsb(a'(s)ugh. Yorks

Chairman:

1. Scorr
Wetherby Golf Club

Many thanks to B. Jennings of Flymo
Institutional for an excellent slide show and
talk on their range of machinery, also many
thanks are due to the Captain, Committee and
Members of the Moor Allerton Golf Club
for the use of their Club house for the evening.

MIDLAND

By R. Goodwin

Chairman: Hon. Secretary:
G. HART 4 Burton Old Road,
(Gay Hill) Streethay, Lichfield,
Staffs.
President’s Match

The Annual Match against Mr Bretherton's
Team will be at Handsworth Golf Club on
Thursday 14th June. Once again I will be
looking for a good turn-out of Greenkeepers,
so make a note of the date — 14th June.

Autumn Tournament

The Autumn Tournament will be held at the
Gay Hill Golf Club, over 27 holes, on
Thursday 13th September, by kind per-
mission of the Captain and Committee.

Spring Tournament

Members who have not yet sent me their
entries for the Spring Tournament at Edgbas-
ton Golf Club, on May 8th, should do so
during the next few days so that I can make
final arrangements for catering.

SHEFFIELD SECTION

By H. Gillespie

Chairman: Hon, Secretary|Treasurer:
G. HERRINGTON 63 Langsett Avenue,
(Lindrick) Sheffield S6 4AA

The Committee and Members of the Sheffield
Section congratulate our President, Mr S. K.
Arnold, who is to be next Lord Mayor of
Sheffield. Best Wishes for a successful term of
office.

Lecture

A very encouraging turn out, with 41 members
present, welcomed Messrs J. B. Ball and
J. Rhodes of Vitaseamin (SC) Ltd. to Abbey-
dale Golf Club on 1st February.

The subject was Calcified Seaweed: an
explanation of how this product is lifted from
the sea bed and processed, and the advantages
to be gained from its use.

Our thanks to Vitaseamin Ltd.

The final lecture on S5th April 1973 at
Abbeydale Golf Club at 2 pm will be by
Mr G. Vaughan of Ransomes Ltd.
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_[FOR FAST GREENS

FIT A GRASS COMB ‘-Send
TO YOUR MOWER new

catalogue Joseph Bentley Limited

Barrow upon Humber, Lincs
Telephone: 501/2/3

STEWART & CO.,

FINE TURF SPECIALISTS NANE
EDINBURGH. EH2 2AY T
Made for the busy DRAKE & FLETCHER

professional PRESSURE RETAINING

MISTIHER

KNAPSACK
SPRAYER

The D & F Mistifier contains its own unique pressure
system. Simply fill and spray — an acre in 45 minutes.
Over 90% of D & F Mistifiers are sold to professionals —
because they are tough, reliable, and time saving.

Write for information.

. f ' - o ”
F DRAKE & FLETCHER LTD
sl MAIDSTONE ~ *  KENT
s —
s Tel: 55531

R,

DRAKE & FLETCHER - MAIDSTONE - KENT
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Just like your club, your turf
needs a professional.

For expert help and advice with their game, most club members have a
professional to turn to. But who can a green keeper turn to for help in keeping
his turf up to par?

His own professional: SAI TURF FOOD

‘Courses like Carnoustie and Muirfield use SAI Turf Foods. It works wonders
with grass.

It comes in the form of mini-crumb granules which makes it easy to spread. It
also stays where it’s put, releasing its goodness slowly into the soil to strengthen
grass growth.

For stronger, greener, cleaner, healthier turf, try SAI.

All enquiries to the manufacturers or to our accredited suppliers for England

and Wales: Chipman Chemical Co. Ltd., Horsham, Sussex. Telephone 60341/5

HORTICULTURE LTD.

s A I Hortus House, 3 John’s Place, Edinburgh.
Telephone: 031-554 5451

——
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SPECIALLY BRED GRASSES
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT.

Environmental grass. Grass to bringout r— = e S mEeN S
I)

thebest of modern planningon m()(()r\\';l_\'x.gnlf L‘.lfcwml me further details of
courses, sports grounds. Or afresh, new look to l specially bred grasses for the
reclaimed waste ground, open-castsites, and SREEDAILEN
spoil heaps. ' I N
Environmental grass. Grown from
Twyfords seed mixtures. Purpose bred for
minimum maintenance, dense ground cover,
greater persistence, yet with rapid establishment.

% 7Lyford Goud

TWYFORDSEEDS LIMITED
Wholesale Division
Adderbury Banbury Oxon Tel: Adderbury 281 (8lines) VR B FET RN I TS
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THE BEST IN
GOLF (OURSE
¢OQUIPMENT

=

) "SUPERCUT HOLE CUTTER
'FAIRWAY’ ROTARY BALL CLEANER
CUPS- FLAGS - STAFFS - NOTICE PLATES
Té€ MARKERS AND BINS

GREENKEEPERS
(__SPECIAUTY TOOLS AND MACHINES |

. &

TH¢ LARGEST MAHERS OF GOLF COURSE ¢QUIPMENT IN €EUROPE

H.PATTISSON & CO. LTD..
STANMOR¢ HILL WORHS, STRANMORE, MIDDH. OI-954 4i7I





