
FYLKING 
TURF GRASS 

mightiest blade growing 

The Champion, a hardy Viking blade, originating in Svalof, 
Sweden, Fylking Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass excels 

on every count. 
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F Y L K I N G SMOOTH S T A L K MEADOW G R A S S 

'FROM QUALITY CONSCIOUS SEED DISTRIBUTORS' 
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Now there's a mosskiller that doesn't clog up the works. 
It's the first one in a peat-based granular form. This means it flows free and easy without missing strips along the way. It's four times more concentrated than most mosskillers you're used to. (You need only loz.per square yard.) It contains the right balance of nitrogen: as the moss goes, grass grows. It's clean and pleasant to handle. And it's called Hi-lite. The choice is yours: like it or lump it. 
Hi-lite Mosskiller. AFISONS 

Fisons Agrochemical Division 

Recreational and Industrial Dept., Harston, Cambridge, CB25HU. Telephone Cambridge (0223) 870312. 
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The Atco Groundsman. 
A cut above other mowers. 

The 28" and 34" Groundsman are 
now available in both electric and 
kick-starter versions. 

The electric version has a 12 volt 
self-starter, battery and automatic 
charging system as a standard fitment. 

Apart from this and their cutting 
widths, they share the same features. 

To start with, they're both fitted 
with six heavy duty blades which give 
81 cuts per yard—an unusually fine cut 
for their size. 

They can be power driven with 
the cutters stationary by operating a 
cutter release clutch. 

What's more, either machine may 
be used with or without the optional 
standard Atco trailer seat. 

Another feature is the tubular 
handles specially designed for added 
manoeuvrability when turning. 

They can be adjusted quickly to suit 
individual operator heights by means of 
an instant clamping lever. 

There's a new 'swing over' type 
glass fibre grass box. It is mounted on 
tubular steel support arms and its lower 
section is recessed so it can be used 
with swivel front rollers. 

Then there's a large capacity fuel 
tank which holds one gallon of petrol. 

It takes one professional to 
recognise another. Is it any wonder then 
that Atco mowers are used on some of 
the most famous stretches of turf in 
this country. 

4 T C O As famous as the lawns we cut 
For full details of Atco mowers write to Charles H. Pugh Ltd., 
P.O. Box 256, A T C O Works, Birmingham, B9 4PR. 



Dear'Besieged'of Tunbridge Wells... 
If it's any consolation, you are not alone in your 

difficulties. 
Every week, groundsmen and greenkeepers write to 

me from all over the country, worried about the state of 
their turf; and the effect it's having on their players. 

I tell them that what they really need is a proper turf 
service.The best one I know of is operated by Fisons of 
Cambridge. 

Not only do they offer an unusually fine range of 
products, but something that is invaluable in this day and 
age-a sympathetic ear. 

They'll send a man round to see you, free. You can 
talk things out and sort things out. (All their people are 
thoroughly trained in all aspects of turf culture.) 

Then he'll recommend the best course of action in 
your particular case; although, of course, you'll be under 
no obligation. 

Anyway, why don't you get in touch with them 
yourself? The address to write to is: Fisons Ltd., 
Recreational and Industrial Dept., Harston, Cambridge, 
CB2 5HU. Or you may call them at 0223 870312. 

Meanwhile, may I suggest a stout padlock? 

The complete fine turf service. AFISONS 
^ Fisons Agrochemical Division 
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RLFKENDALL 
OF CROYDON AMD BARIMET 

With pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of lawn 
mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country 

ENORMOUS S T O C K S OF RAIMSOMES SPARE PARTS 
Also ASPERA, B.S.A., 
BRIGGS & S T R A T T O N , 
DENNIS, J.A.P., ROTAX, 
V I C T A , VILLIERS. 

Service Exchange items such as CUTTING CYLINDERS—MAGNETOS 
OUR FLEET OF VANS IS OCCUPIED DAILY IN MAINTAINING 

OUR EXPRESS SPARES DELIVERY SERVICE 

RANSOMES 

Telephone your 
immediate requirements to RELF& KENDALL 

406 BRIGHTON ROAD. S O U T H CROYDON, 
SURREY. CR2 6XX. Tel (01) 688 0578 

11 STATION ROAD. N E W BARNET, HERTS. 
Tel (01) 449 8228 

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professional 
machinery. Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground 

Rndreuis- Pomer and Pert ormarne 
for Professionals 

B L U E B I R D - THE MOST 
POWERFUL SCARIFIER ON TURF! 

Driven by a robust and test-
proven 5hp engine, this scarifier 

will flail out grass cuttings, 
bed fibre and all forms of 
debris to leave you with a 

perfect sward.Wherever 
professional standards 
count, just remember the 
name B L U E B I R D . . . we 
defy you to find better 
valueforonly £175.00. 

CYCLONE' 
SPREADING 

PERFORMANCE 
These heavy-
duty spreaders 
a r e b u i l t t o 
f u l l p r o -

fessional specifications. Their 10ft spreading swath 
covers an unbeatable 2 acres an hour. Push by hand or 
pull by tractor - ' C Y C L O N E ' will give you an even 
spread everytime. Unrivalled performance for only 
£59.50. Smaller hand propelled model available. 

INSTANT PORTABLE POWER 
A range of 7 generators to give you 
immediate power anywhere, anytime. 
Portable generators give you a fully 
mechanised labour force . . . those 
awkward, out-of-the-way jobs, that 
would normally take days, can now be 
finished in hours. And that spells 

better manpower planning and smaller, more 
economical labour forces. Yes, portable genera-
tors save on time, labour and needless expense-

what's more, they start from as little as £75! 

SENDFOR DETAILS TODAY 
I A n d r e w s L a w n Edgers Ltd. , 
| The G a r d e n Mach ine Cen t r e , 
• Sunningdale , B e r k s S L5 0 J J 
I Te l ephone : A s c o t 21960 
I Send me details on: 
| Generators • 

I Cyclone spreaders • 

Bluebird scarifiers • 
| Name 
I Occupation 
! Address 
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THE LATEST IN TURF 
MAINTENANCE MACHINERY 

Two Vertirake Models for thatch 
removal on fineturf and outfields 

From 

Pattisson H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd., Stanmore Hill 

Works, Stanmore, Middx. 01 -954 4171 



WE ARE EMBARRASSED! 

A 
report 

on 

Warren's, 

A-34 
Bluegrass 

When we visited England in 1971 to introduce WAR-
REN'S A-34 BLUEGRASS SEED, we thought we had an 
inventory sufficient to supply the market in Great Britain 
as well as the U.S.A. Late in 1971 we received word that 
the 1971 crop had been a disappointment. We were not 
too concerned because we felt we had a sufficient supply 
to carry us through 1972. Then word from our sales de-
partment advised of heavier than expected sales in the 
States resulting in a serious depletion of our inventory. 

We returned to America to get a closer look at the situ-
ation. It was not good. Word from the State of Washing-
ton, where A-34 seed is grown, indicated a short crop for 
1972. As a result, all sales in the States were stopped. 

Our distributors for the United Kingdom and Europe, 
HURST GUNSON COOPER TABER LTD., were advised of 
the situation and cautioned not to accept large orders for 
A-34 until the situation improved, which would not be 
until the autumn of 1973 or 1974. 

At this point HURST had a fair inventory of A-34. We 
were in hopes this inventory would carry us through the 
shortage period until we could replenish the HURST 
stock. Our hopes were not to be realized, simply because 
people who had planted A-34 to test it in 1971 were sud-
denly aware of the fact that the things we had been telling 
them about A-34 were not just a lot of "Yankee Ballyhoo" 
but were factual and A-34 did perform as we claimed. Con-
sequently, we now find ourselves in the embarrassing 
position of having orders we cannot fill for a least one 
year . . . probably two years. 

You can be certain as soon as we possibly can, we'll 
again be shipping WARREN'S A-34 seed to our distributor, 
HURST GUNSON COOPER TABER LTD. of Witham in 
Essex. 

Yes we are embarrassed . . . and sorry if we have had 
to disappoint you, but you can be sure . . . 

WARREN S A-34 WILL BE BACK! 

TURF 
NURSERY 
PALOS P A R K 
ILLINOIS 
U. S. A . 

WARREN'S A-34 is the finest grass you'll come by. It 
is highly disease resistant, takes a lot of traffic and abuse 
and tolerates up to 65% shade. Its color is a dark green 
and it recovers quickly when injured. 

One pound of A-34 seed will plant 1,500 square feet 
and will produce excellent turf in one year. 

A-34 need not be blended with other seed because it 
does well in most any type of soil and under most cli-
matic conditions. 

For more information about WARREN'S A-34 BLUEGRASS, 
please contact our distributor: 

HURST GUNSON COOPER TABER, LTD. 
PHONE WITHAM 3451 WITHAM, ESSEX 



TOP QUALITY TURF 
DOES NOT 
GROW.. . 

.WITHOUT the use of the finest seeds 
and fertilisers. 
Parkers have spent many years perfecting 
their VERDANT range of GRASS SEEDS and 
FERTILISERS which is why they are used 
by leading groundsmen and greenkeepers 
everywhere. 
Why make do with second rate turf when you 
could have a VERDANT SWARD. 
And once your sward is established Parkers 
can provide you with a complete range of 
materials and equipment to ensure that this 
perfection is maintained. 

People who KNOW go to PARKERS 

T. PARKER & SONS (Turf Management) Ltd., 
Worcester Park, Surrey, KT4 7NF 
Telephone 01-337 7791 01-337 0 861 (10 lines) 



Tee Shots 
THE GOLF FOUNDATION has produced the golfers. 
The Golf Development Council is producing the golf courses. 

Let's take a look at the shortages and the problems that this upsurge in golf interest 
has produced. What can we learn f rom the past 10 years ? 

Providing facilities 
It can take four years or more to produce a golf course ready for play. Therefore, by the 
time it is realised that new golf courses are needed, the situation is already four years 
behind the times. 

Simple facilities like driving ranges, (e.g. on existing sports fields when not used for 
other games) or rudimentary greens and tees provided on sports grounds, common land, 
parks, farmers' fields, may satisfy schools and beginners for a time. Artisan type clubs 
which use courses at off peak times should also be encouraged at existing courses to 
assist maximum use of existing facilities. But full scale new golf courses are demanded in 
the end. They must be located and planned well ahead of demand. 

Cost of construction is rising. £100,000 is not exceptional on an unfavourable site. 
Standards are rising all the time and intense use demands a higher specification than 
formerly. 

Private ventures may falter for lack of funds. Municipal bodies have to be encouraged. 
Municipal courses now break even and show a profit. A privately operated public course 
can do even better. 

The integration of housing development with new golf courses provides the best way 
of spreading the cost and giving something extra in return. But planning restrictions 
stultify this type of development in many countries, though in the USA (especially 
Florida) it still flourishes. Otherwise, a private venture needs, say, 200-300 enthusiasts 
with at least £500 to £1,000 each. 

Because costs are high, the tendency for each new venture to seek a bigger club house 
and longer 'Championship' course should be discouraged. Simple layouts and buildings 
can be developed fully in the future, if the original plans are right. 

Government help may be available where derelict industrial land can be reclaimed and 
landscaped by making a golf course. It is cheaper, for instance, to remodel slag heaps for 
golf than for many other purposes because more internal contours can be left. But any 
reclamation scheme should ensure adequate top soil cover and drainage of playing areas 
at least. 

The British Government recognises the need to encourage sport and makes grants 
towards the provision of new courses and training teachers. The old idea of golf as a game 
for the favoured few dies hard but it should be relentlessly contradicted wherever it 
survives. Lack of government help may indeed prolong this old myth. Grants will 
naturally carry the obligation to use them for general benefit. 

Recently many more commercial interests have become interested in 'investing in 
leisure'. The publicity of televised sponsored tournaments has been attractive for some 
years. Now the sponsorship of amateur events may follow. This new money would be 
better channelled into the sub-structure of the game instead of its facade. It is folly to 
foster more surface activities until background technology and personnel can take the 
strain. 

Nine hole courses nearly halve the costs and in remoter areas may well satisfy demand. 
They should always be planned with an eye to future extension to 18 holes. 



Par 3 courses and Pitch and Putt Courses are popular and the latter, especially, can be 
lucrative. But they are a sign of the popularity of the game rather than a solution to 
providing facilities for it. 

Pressures 
The rush of new golfers and hence the urgent need for new courses, now shows us where 
plans were needed years earlier. Today, many of our resources are woefully out-dated. 

Greenkeepers An apprenticeship scheme was started about six years ago but only at the 
instigation of greenkeepers themselves. Golf in Great Britain is curiously organised. 
Responsibility for fundamental thinking is dispersed. There are four amateur, ethnic 
groups, one traditional supra-national body dealing with limited areas, female organisa-
tions, professional bodies concerned more with finance than the game itself, the Golf 
Development Council which tries to link the above bodies and the Golf Foundation 
supported by manufacturers and official representatives from most sections of golf. Each 
organisation is, indeed, represented in some form on most of the others. This provides a 
superficially democratic system of government but produces effective stalemate in any 
urgent matters outside each organisation's immediate area of concern. Thus, there is still 
no effective encouragement or training for greenkeepers. Older courses cannot find them. 
New courses have to take pot luck. The average age of groundstaff in Britain has, at a 
guess, gone down from 40 to 20 in ten years. Traditional greenkeeping practices are in 
danger of being lost because we were all slow in realising the side effects of developing 
golf alone and not its associated trades. 

Research An expanded programme of research was equally lacking. The investment in 
research in relation to expenditure could be as low as -0042%. No industry can long 
survive on this proportion - nor does it deserve to. 

The scientific investigation of soil problems, expecially permeability and physical 
behaviour of soil under stress becomes ever more essential when expenditure on new 
courses exceeds millions of pounds annually. There must be some certainty that this 
money is being spent wisely. 

Design At the same time, the boom in new courses attracts a number of professional 
amateur golfers and others into the design field. They probably lack practical experience. 
Again, if money is not to be wasted there should be a full supporting service of agronomy. 
Design itself is changing the whole time in its details in order to keep up with new green-
keeping techniques. The triplex green mower, as one example, needs adequate space to 
manoeuvre on surrounds as well as a green structure able to resist compaction. 

Construction The number of golf course contractors increases at the same time. Stress 
must be laid on the need for precise detailed specifications and drawings. Good con-
structional foremen who could interpret general indications do not exist anymore. The 
construction of a golf course can only be resolved by an engineering approach, however 
experienced the designer may be. 

With qualified architects fully engaged, urgent schemes may use advisers or contractors 
alone of little experience, often with unhappy results both in design and practice. 
Standard contract documents should be available so that clients can obtain value for 
money and be given protection. 

Future 
Unless these problems are met squarely by the responsible authorities in each country, 
control of the situation will pass out of experienced hands into those of entrepreneurs and 
persons with no interest in aspects of the game of golf which have been proved by time. 

Basic etiquette and rules could even be at hazard. 
Encouragement of development must come from the top - from the authorities who 

have inherited and understood the changing traditions of the game. They must remould 
these to current needs. The flood of new golfers must be actively encouraged (our basic 
philosophy rests on the universal benefits of the game) but its direction must be guided. 
The money and time now involved in golf are very serious business indeed. Those who 
care for the game's interests must respond on the same level. 
10 The British Golf Greenkeeper 


