
ITINERARY FOR THE STUDY TOUR TO BOSTON 
Itinerary for the British Golf Greenkeepers Association Study Tour to Boston for the 
Golf Superintendents Association of America Annual Convention. 
January 1973 
Wednesday 10th January depart local airport for Dublin. 
11.45 hrs. Welcome lunch hosted by Aer Lingus Irish. 
13.00 hrs. Boeing Flight No. IN 113 departs for Boston. 
15.35 hrs. Arrive Boston Logan Airport. 

Assistance with Customs and entry and transfer to Essex Hotel where accommodation 
has been booked for three nights on a twin room basis. 
Thursday 11 th January 
Reception by Golf Superintendents Association of America at Convention Building. A 
three hour sight seeing tour of Boston is also included in this special arrangement. 

Thursday to Saturday free entry is available to participants to visit any of the 140 
Exhibitors showing equipment. Opportunity will also be available for visits to educational 
sessions. 

Optional tours available together with shopping news will be given to participants who 
register for the trips. 
Saturday 13th January transfer from Hotel to Logan Airport for 21.25 hrs. departure on 
Shamrock Boeing Flight No. IN 112 for Dublin. Dinner will be served shortly after 
departure. 
Sunday 14th January 
09.10 hrs. Arrive Dublin and after breakfast transfer to local airport. 

Cost per person £89-00 (subject to confirmation due to present sterling/dollar 
relationship). 

For participants whose fares are being paid by their Club it is suggested that tax relief 
can be obtained because of the educational nature of this study tour. 

FLAIL M O W E R 
Unchallenged on golf courses, 
parks and sports ground outfields. 
The Bomford Bandit mows and 
mulches in one pass, cutting a 
broad swath 67 inches wide. 
Fits any tractor over 30 B.H.P., will 
under normal conditions cut 2 to 3 
acres per hour. 
FLAIL KNIFE MOWERS - are 
robust and do not require sharpening. 
Mulching action swiftly rots material 
- avoiding after collection problems 
and grass lumps affecting ball play. 
ASK YOUR LOCAL BOMFORD 
DEALER FOR A DEMONSTRATION 

BOMFORD ft EVERSHED LTD HSP-078 988 383 



The new Atco Groundsman. 
A cut above other mowers. 

Atco introduce two new models to 
their ran&e of professional mowers. 
The 28 " and 34" Groundsman. 

Apart from the difference in their 
cutting widths, they share the same 
features. 

To start with, they're both fitted 
with six heavy duty blades which give 
81 cuts per yard—an unusually fine cut 
for their size. 

Both have a 12 volt electric self-
starter, battery and automatic charging 
system as a standard fitment. They can 
be power driven with the cutters 
stationary by operating a cutter release 
clutch. 

What's more, either machine may 
be used with or without the optional 
standard Atco trailer seat. 

Another feature is the continuous 
chrome tubular handle specially 
designed for added manoeuvrability 
when turning. 

It can be adjusted quickly to suit 
individual operator heights by means of 
an instant clamping lever. 

There 's a new 'swing over' type 
glass fibre grass box. It is mounted on 
tubular steel support arms and its lower 
section is recessed so it can be used 
with swivel front rollers. 

Then there's a large capacity fuel 
tank which holds one gallon of petrol. 

It takes one professional to 
recognise another. Is it any wonder then 
that Atco mowers are used on some of 
the most famous stretches of turf in 
this country. 

T C O As famous as the lawns we cut. 
For full details of Atco mowers write to Charles H. Pugh Ltd., 
P.O. Box 256, ATCO Works, Birmingham, B9 4PR. 



Letters to the Editor 
Flat 20 Eastmoor close 

Foley Road East, 
Streetly, 

Sutton Coldfield 
7th July 1972 

Dear Mr. Hawtree, 
I am very interested to read in 'Tee Shots' in the current issue of The British Golf 

Greenkeeper, your reference to Golf Clubs on Common Land, and in particular, 
Bulwell Forest (not 'Bitwell') near Nottingham and Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham. 

You may be interested to know that I started my golf at the former, and now play at 
Streetly, Sutton Coldfield, the Sutton Coldfield Club. 

What is more interesting, however, is the fact that my Grandfather, Edmund 
Williamson who was the station master at the Bulwell Forest Railway station, offered 
the use of his 'parlour' in 1887 to the few gentlemen of Nottingham who decided that 
Bulwell Common was an ideal place for their game of golf, and his son Tom aged 7 acted as 
the first caddy, carrying a few clubs (loose) under his arm, and a pocket full of wet sand 
with which to make the tees. 

Son Tom (my own father) eventually became the first Professional of the Notts, Golf 
Club, at the age of 16, after having learnt the art of Club and ball making at North 
Berwick, Scotland. This was in 1896, he later moved with the Club to its new course at 
Hollinwell. He remained pro. until his death in 1950, having spent 54 years with one 
Club, although he had many tempting offers to move elsewhere. 

My father was actually appointed on a 3 months' trial basis, and because he never had 
any further reference to this, he used to joke that he was 'still on trial'. 

It is further interesting to note that his first Midland Championship win, one of many, 
was at the Sutton Coldfield Golf Club in 1897, when he was only 17 years of age. 

As leading Midland Professional, on the occasion of the Annual Match with the top 
Midland Amateurs', he was always drawn to play Carl Bretherton, your President. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fred Williamson 

P.S. I believe there was a time in the early 1900's when it was claimed that my father 
had designed and made, or altered, nearly every course within a radius of 50 miles of 
Nottingham. 

LAWN 
MOWER 
GRINDERS 
A comprehensive 
range of superior machines' 
designed and built to suit 
operators' requirements, 
brochure and full details 
contact us now. 
ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD 
Dept. B.G.G. Iron Works, Haverhill, 
Suffolk. Tel: Haverhill 2312/3. 

DEEP A E R A T I O N BY SUB-A IR 
M A C H I N E 

AT A N Y T I M E OF YEAR 
NO SURFACE D A M A G E 

We are unaware of any other machine 
which penetrates to seven inches yet 
keeps the greens undamaged and in play 

Cambridge Soil Services Limited 
Girton Road, Cambridge 

Specialists in science based Drainage Tel. 76002 



7 Haughton Road 
Shifnal 

Shropshire 
TF11 8DD 

Dear Sir, 
May I refer to Mr. C. A. Moore's letter in the April issue. I would endorse the opinion 

of Mr. Adrian Robertshaw (January issue). The automatic pop-up sprinkler system of 
watering greens only accentuates the development of soft greens, thatch, black slime and 
fusarium when it and other treatments are abused or neglected. 

There can be no doubt that the pop-up system is the irrigation system for all modern 
golf courses. Its use should pose no special problems for progressive greenkeepers. 
Minor drawbacks may arise on some older courses. 

The combination of good greens and the pop-up system is not due to 'good fortune' but 
rather skilful methods of greenkeeping as outlined by Mr. Robertshaw in conjunction 
with automatic watering. 

Obviously it takes time to adapt to any new method. After the first year most problems 
should be ironed out. So one must be patient. As one gains experience with the automatic 
pop-up system one will be pleasantly surprised. 

Yours fathfully, 
R . J . L A N E 

49 Arthur Street 
Blairgowrie 

Dear Sir, 
I reply to Mr. Moore's letter in the April issue of the British Golf Greenkeeper about 

the pop-up system. 
I have read with interest about pop-ups in the magazine and in my opinion soft greens 

thatch, black slime and fusarium are caused by mis-use of the pop-up system. 
I've had this system for two years at Blairgowrie Golf Club and would recommend it to 

anyone if used sensibly and properly. 
The timing clocks in this system are arranged so that every green can be watered 

individually and each green treated as an individual. All greens are not alike for there are 
greens that hold water and some that dry out quickly so this means that the head green-
keeper in charge should know his greens and know that when using the system some 
greens will need two or three minutes while others might need longer and some greens 
will not require water every time you use the system. 

The system was installed to help the greenkeeper through the dry spells and not to be 
used to soften the greens as the American golfers like them, and more and more British 
golfers feel the same way. When this happens the only man to blame is the person in 
charge of the system as in this climate over watering does more harm than good, but I 
still think it is a great system if used properly. 

Yours faithfully, 
JAMES LOW 
(Head Greenkeeper) 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS Used Golf Balls Bought. Any quantity. 
For Hire. Sisis Autoturfman Aerator, £25 Price 20p per dozen. Solid and perished 
per week - do it yourself. For contract prices balls no value. Sparkbrook Golf Ball Co. 
telephone Burnell, Eaglescliff 780647. Ltd., 29 Highgate Road, Birmingham 12. 



I N S T I T U T E OF GROUNDMAIMSHIP E X H I B I T I O N 
Of particular interest will be the new Leyland 253 tractor for large Sports Clubs and Golf 
Clubs alike. 

Also new on the Parker Stand will be the Ransomes-Hahn 67' Tournament Triplex 
Greens Management System. 

Parker, as London and Southern Counties Distributors for 'Sisis' Equipment 
(Macclesfield) Ltd, will show a representative selection of this popular range of turf 
management machines including the new introductions for 1972. 

In addition a display of grass seeds and fertilisers include the well known Verdant 
range and the Mommersteeg range of fine pedigree grass seeds. 

Kohler replacement engine kits are now available in the U.K. and will be shown for the 
first time on the Hancox/Kohler Stand No. 63. 

In many cases the replacement engine and kit works out cheaper than the engine 
fitted as original equipment. Replacement kits suitable for most popular machines and 
utilising a comparative h.p. engine are being made available and kits are already in stock 
for fitting to the Allen T. S. Scythe, The Bonser 1 ton truck, Ransomes Multimower and 
Motor Triple and the Webb 24 Rider. 
A DEMONSTRATION of sports turf maintenance will be mounted by Fisons Agrochemical 
Division. 

The exhibit will consist of a growing display of turf weeds and their control with 
Cambadex and Mecodex, and moss control with Mosstoll. The benefit of applying a 
specialised peat compost to turf in the autumn will be shown in a growing display com-
paring treated and untreated areas. 

Technical specialists will be on stand No. 22 during the show to discuss the company's 
products and their uses and to answer sports turf enquiries. 

R. C. CRAIG 
A N D CO. LTD. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS 

* Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS & 
JEFFERIES LTD. 

* LLOYDS & CO. LTD. 
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS 

* Distributors: DENNIS BROS. LTD. 

GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE 

We wil l gladly call on you to advise 
on your grass cutting equipment or 
arrange demonstrations. Ring us now 

153 Arch Stamford Brook 
Station, LONDON, W.6. 

01-748 5415 

WITHOUT OPERATOR 
Send for brochure 

price list. 

F O R T H E 
P R O F E S S I O N A L 
U S E R 

—Sometimes the 
purchase of 
equipment is not 
economic. W e 
offer for hire 

and specialised 
machinery for 

M U x l 
that seasonal job. 

G A R D E N M A C H I N E R Y 
22/26 C h u r c h S t r e e t , S ta ines , M i d d x . 
T e l : S ta ines 51123 (3 l ines ) . 
A l s o T h e D e a n , N e w A l r e s f o r d , H a n t s . 

T e l . A l r e s f o r d 3222. 

WINGS A P P E A L ^ 
6/V£ fOR 

THOS£MOxy 

} 



We can make the 
sporting world a better place. 

What the papers say has led us to 
believe that not enough people are 
using Fisons Sports Turf Compost. 

Perhaps because not enough 
people know that it's a fertilizer/ 
compost all in one. 

(Turf needs both if it's to stand 
up to a season's bashing.) 

It offers you the right balance of 
peat, sand and nutrients - every 
time - for strong healthy root 

growth and a sward that turns 
visitors green. 

(Just one application: think of 
the time and labour you save.) 

What's more, Sports Turf 
Compost is free flowing and packed 
in polythene bags that can stand up 
to outside storage. 

You don't have to get your name 
in the papers to get turf that 
everyone talks about. 

SportsTurf Compost. AFISONS 
* Fisons Agrochemical Division 

Recreational and Industrial Dept., Harston, Cambridge CB2 5HU Tel: Cambridge (0223) 870312 



News Third Annual Dinner/Dance 
Will be held at The Empire Hotel, Fosse Road, 
Leicester on Saturday 14th October 1972 at 
7.0 pm for 7.30 pm 

New members 
I would like to welcome to this section the 
following new members: D. McTurk Esq, 
94 Melrose Road, Thringstone, Leics. (Ling-
dale Golf Club), J. C. Stonebridge Esq, 
80 Winslow Drive, Wigston, Leicester. (Glen 
Gorse Golf Club). 

NORTH-WEST 
Chairman: 
R . VICKERS, 

Leigh Golf Club 

By H. M. Walsh 
Hon. Secretary: 

Horrobin Cottage, 
Old Links Golf Club, 
Montserrat, Bolton, 

Lanes. 

from the Sections 
Special occasions 

Sept. 6 Southern Section Autumn 
Tournament 

12 Institute of Groundsmanship 
13 International Exhibition -
14 MotspurPark 
14 Northern Section Invitation 

Tournament 
19 Midlands Section Autumn 

Tournament 
Oct. 3 East Midland Section Autumn 

Tournament 
4 Southern Section Lecture 

14 East Midland Section Annual 
Dinner Dance 

Nov. 1 Southern Section Lecture 
7 Northern Section Autumn Outing 

27 Northern Section Buffet Dance 

EAST MIDLAND 
By S. Fretter 

Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 
J. CARRICK 4 Queens Drive, 

Leicester Forest East, 
Leicester 

Annual Autumn golf tournament 
Will be held at Woolaton Park Golf Club, 
Nottingham on Tuesday 3rd October 1972. 
Would you please let me know by 22nd 
September 1972 if you will be playing and also 
require a meal. 

Autumn tournament 
DUE TO THE KINDNESS of the Captain and the 
Directors of Old Links Golf Club Chorley 
Old Road, Montserrat, Bolton, our Autumn 
Tournament will be played over their course 
Thursday 19th October 1972. The competition 
will be over 27 holes and, as was decided at the 
last A.G.M., will consist of 18 holes in the 
morning and 9 holes in the afternoon. An 18 
hole competition will be held for members' 
guests after the last of the members have 
driven off in the morning. Please arrive as early 
as possible. I would also ask members to 
inform me as soon as possible of their meal 
requirements so that I can go ahead with 
catering arrangements. For members without 
transport the local bus from the bus station, 
No. 126 to Monserrat Road, will put them off 
within 100 yards of the clubhouse. 

Annual trip 
The Annual trip this year will be to the Dunlop 
factory of the International Sports Co., Speke 
Hall Avenue, Liverpool, on a date in Novem-
ber which will be given in the next issue of the 
journal unless I receive confirmation of the 
date before this issue goes to press. I shall also 
want the names of members who intend to go 
on this outing to help the management to make 
the necessary arrangements for our visit. 
One other change from last year - we shall be 
going by car and not by coach, so will any 
member with seats to spare offer them to 
members without transport who would like to 
go on this trip. I am sure convenient picking 
up points can be arranged. Please note the 
address and I will let you have the date and 
time we are expected, as soon as possible. 



SITUATIONS VACANT 

EXPERIENCED 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 
required for 18 hole parkland course. Free House. 
Salary negotiable. 

Apply with full details to : 
The Secretary, 
Hull Golf Club (1921) Ltd, 
The Hall, 27 Packman Lane, Kirk Ella, 
Hull HU10 7TJ 

COPT HEATH 
GOLF CLUB' 
require Greenkeeper. Experienced in all aspects 
of Greenkeeping. Apply in writing stating salary, 
experience, and details of accommodation 
required to Hon. Secretary, Copt Heath Golf 
Club, Warwick Road, Copt Heath, Solihull, 
Warwickshire. 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
WANTED 
Personal initiative, supervisory ability and 
mechanical knowledge are required for this post 
at a golf club a few miles east of Manchester. 
Salary will be negotiable and should satisfy the 
right man. Applications to the Secretary, (Greens) 
giving particulars of experience, references, 
present salary etc. Fairfield Golf & Sailing Club, 
Booth Road, Audenshaw, Manchester. 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
required for busy 18 hole course within 12 miles 
of Central London. 

Applicant should already hold a smilar position 
and be able to prepare annual budgets, organise 
general course maintenance and execute 
improvements without supervision. 

Existing holiday commitments honoured. 

Local interview will be arranged if required. 
Write in confidence, giving full details of experi-
ence and salary required to: The Secretary, 
Shirley Park Golf Club, Addiscombe Road, 
Croydon CRO 7LB. 

URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF URMSTON 
PARKS AND CEMETERY DEPARTMENT 

GREEN KEEPER 
MISCELLANEOUS GRADE 6 (£1,428 - £1,554) 

App l i ca t i ons are inv i ted f r om qua l i f ied green keepers for the above post. Cand idates 
mus t have received a s o u n d t ra in ing in the ma in tenance of a Gol f Course and prefer-
ence w i l l be g i ven to persons w o r k i n g in a simi lar capac i ty at the present t ime. 

The depar tmen t are cons t ruc t i ng a 6 3 acre Course at F l ix ton, w h i c h is due for c o m -
p le t ion by early summer 1973 . 

The successfu l app l i can t w i l l con t ro l a g rounds ta f f of 2 / 3 men and w i l l be respon-
sible d i rec t ly t o the Parks Super in tenden t . 

Hous ing a c c o m m o d a t i o n w i l l be avai lable. 

App l i ca t i ons , s ta t ing age, qua l i f i ca t ions and exper ience, toge ther w i t h the names of 
t w o referees, shou ld be sent to the unders igned not later t han 1 st September , 1972 . 

Counc i l Of f ices, A L A N B A N C R O F T , 

Crof ts Bank Road, Clerk of t he Counc i l . 

U R M S T O N , 

Manchester . 

M 3 1 1 UD . 



Ted Macavoy 
Mrs. D. Macavoy, the widow of our late friend 
Ted, has written to me thanking his fellow 
greenkeepers everywhere for their sympathy 
and kindness during their sad loss and also for 
the flowers and the number of greenkeepers 
who were able to attend his funeral. She also 
very kindly wishes the Association every 
success. Thank you Mrs. Macavoy. 

New members 
We extend a very warm welcome to the follow-
ing new members: J. Bee, H. Latham, R. G. 
Thompson, R. J. Talbot, P. M. Kelly, all of 
Royal Lytham and St. Annes Golf Club, and 
M. Holmes of Hesketh Golf Club, Southport. 
I hope their association with the section will 
be a happy one. 
(See also page 3). 

NORTHERN 

WELSH 

President: 
W . MOUNTAIN 

By Walter Heels 
Hon. Secretary 

7 Teintergate Close, 
Knaresborough, 

Yorkshire, HG5 9BJ 

Autumn outing 
A visit to Ransomes, Simms and Jefferies, 
Ipswich, has been arranged for 7th November 
1972. Would all members wishing to partici-
pate in this visit please contact the Hon. 
Secretary as soon as possible. 

Buffet Dance 
A Buffet Dance has been arranged for 
Monday 27th November, 8 pm - 1 am at the 
Knaresborough Town Hall. Tickets may be 
had on request from the Hon. Secretary at a 
cost of approx £1 -30. Bring as many friends as 
youcan. 

By J. Rees 
Chairman: Hon. Secretary: 

H. FRY Neath Golf Club, 
Cadoxten, Neath, Glamorgan 

A.G.M. and Medal competition 
Our Annual General Meeting and Medal 
Competition were both held at Southerndown 
Golf Club on Tuesday 27th June 1972. This 
was a joint venture between ourselves and the 
Welsh Club Secretaries. As in previous years 
the Glamorgan County Golf Union enter-
tained us with a delightful meal. We thank 
them for a very pleasant evening. 
Results of our Medal were as follows :-
1st A.Price Net 66 John Duncan Cup 

and Gold Watch 
2nd M. Clissett Net 68 Holdall 
3rd D.Jones Net68 Pullover 
4th M.Jones Net 70 1 dozen golf balls 
19-24 Section 
1st R. Doubler Birdie Cup and Shirt 
2nd W.Jones Golf Glove 

We thank Mr. Peter Wyatt for taking the 
Chair and helping with the competition cards. 
Also we thank Messrs Ransomes, Sim and 
Jefferies: Mr. J. C. Clay: Mr. I. G. Nichols and 
Messrs Flymo Ltd., without whom our prize 
list would look very shabby. 

New officers 
The following are the new officers for the 
Welsh Section: 
President Mr. R. N. Bird 
Chairman Mr. H. Fry, Heathercroft, 

Northway, Bishopston, 
Swansea. 

Vice Chairman Mr. J. Martin, 3 The Glebe, 
Bishopston, Swansea. 

MIDLAND 
Chairman: 

G . HART 
(Gay Hill) 

By R. Goodwin 
Hon. Secretary: 

4 Burton Old Road, 
Streethay, Lichfield, 

Staffs. 

Albert Oakley 
I regret to inform members that Albert Oakley 
passed away on Friday 7th July. 

Albert was Head Greenkeeper at Moor Hall 
Golf Club when he retired in 1969, after 30 
years service, and was highly respected among 
the members. 

On behalf of Midland Greenkeepers, I wish 
to extend deepest sympathy to Mrs. Oakley 
and her daughter in their bereavement. 

New members 
A warm welcome to the following new 
members: J. A. Bayliss and R. Naughton, 
Assistant Greenkeepers at Coventry Golf 
Club, Finham Park. 

SOUTHERN 
Chairman: 

C . A . MOORE 
(Stanmore) 

By F. W. Ford 
Hon. Secretary: 

68 Salcombe Gardens, 
Mill Hill, N.W.7. 
Tel: 01-959 2847 

A.G.M. and tournament 
The A.G.M. and 18 hole Medal made a 
successful debut at the Hendon Golf Club with 
51 players taking part. 

Leading the field, your Chairman and I had 



FAST ACCURATE 
HOLE CUTTING 
with the new 
SUPER CUT 
HOLE CUTTER 
Perfect cuts, perfect plugs. This 
hole cutter of a completely 
new design cuts vertically, thus 
eliminating wobble and making 
a clean cut so simply and quickly 

Details from: 
H. PATTISSON LTD. 01-954 4171 
STAN MORE, 
M I D D X . 

Pattisson 

W A T E R M A T I ON 
GOLF COURSE 

WATERING SYSTEMS 

'The way to lush greens' 
—without tears— 

Many famous clubs such as The Royal 
St. Georges at Sandwich have dis-
covered the advantages of our system 

why don't you. 

WATERMATION 
59 Meadrow 
Godalming, Surrey 
Phone Godalming 7001 

See us at Stand L27 
Motspur Park Exhibition 

FOR FAST GREENS 

FIT A GRASS COMB 
TO YOUR MOWER 

STEWART & CO., 
FINE T U R F SPECIALISTS 

EDINBURGH. EH2 2AY 


