THE JOINT COUNCIL

FOR

GOLF GREENKEEPER APPRENTIGESHIP

Tomorrow’s Greenkeepers are needed today.

Training Apprentices on your golf course
will ensure that the Greenkeeping skills
of the past can help with the upkeep
problems of the future.

Hon. Secretary: W. Machin, Addington Court Golf Club, Featherbed Lane,
Addington, Croydon, Surrey.
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Probably not. But estab-
lishing and maintaining
agood turfis no easy
matter, even for an
experienced man

No matter if the game is
golf, cricket, bowls, tennis,
polo. football or hockey
we have the right mixture
of grasses

Butsometimes itis necessary
to devise prescriptions to meet
special conditions. And sometimes problems
arise in turf management which call for
specialist advice

This is where Suttons unique experience comes in,
experience gained by years of planting, growing,
blending, experimenting. Our team of experts, headed
by Bob Palin, will be delighted to help you.

Send today for Suttons 1971 Catalogue — "Your Grass Seeds
and Sports Turf Needs'’ for the full story,
as well as lots of useful information and
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ideas. This is free and gives you a ready guide L
tothe best range of grass seeds and turf B To Suttons Seeds (277B) Reading.

dressings on the market. It is also a sound Please send me your 1971 grass seed catalogue.

basis for your own turf care ideas

tons
Seeds

READING - BERKS - Tel: Reading 61151 §*~lwmw¥3w k1 R B B--F % 3
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TEE SHOTS

'he North Kent Golf Foundation, six enthusiasts planning to build a new
I8-hole course, have been disappointed with the site at Wrotham but now hope to
solve all their problems on land at Addington in Kent, not far from Maidstone. The

site runs alongside the A.20.
* * * *

Following last month’s news that the Wigtown and Bladnock Golf Club had
bought its course for £3,750, we hear that an offer of £5,000 by the Kintore Golf
Club has been turned down by the owner. He wants £140 an acre for the course,
which comprises 40 acres plus about 10 acres rough land, but the Provost said
" £140 an acre is prohibitive. It is just nonsense ™.

#* * * *

The 230-acre Freshwater Bay Golf Club is also up for sale. Its owner, former
army intelligence officer and scratch golfer Alan Pemberton, bought the land in
1946 for £5,000 and transformed it into a picturesque length. Now at the age of
56 he plans a move to Sussex.

* * * B

Two more big cities have plans for municipal golf courses. Bristol, where the
need has been particularly pressing for many years with half a million population
and only six golf courses, has already had a site at Ashton Court inspected. Now
Plymouth has a proposal to examine sites and evaluate costs; the Western Evening
Herald says ** There is no reason at all why this splendid scheme should fail—
unless, of course, the Council intends to maintain the greens to the same standard
as some of its other pitches .

* * * ¥

To commemorate European Conservation Year, Dullatur Golf Club have

bought 1,400 trees to plant on their recently purchased golf course.
* * * *

Shortlands, Kent, residents have distributed 4,000 leaflets urging householders
to oppose development of the Shortlands Golf Course by Wates Limited. One of
the residents’ main concerns is that the 35 acres golf course provides a natural
soakaway for the surrounding areas.

Granular Fertilisers

N LY Now
AND APPROACHES (Rl

CATALOGUE
THE CANNOCK AGRICULTURAL CO. LTD., CANNOCK, STAFFS

by the Editor



SOME PECULIAR HOLES

by PATRICK SMARTT

“There are more things in heaven
and earth . . ., spoke one of Shake-
speare’s characters. There are some
golf holes on earth that the professional
course architect or greenkeeper have not
dreamed.

I came across them, indeed played
over them, in foreign parts; in those
days called colonies. While in the
capitals there would be 18-hole courses,
which could be called adequate. Once,
that is, you had become inured to
driving off from baked-mud teeing-
grounds—the ball perched on a rubber
tee—and approaching to sand greens,
known in some places as ‘* browns .
In fact, I should place Royal Salisbury
in Southern Rhodesia, Royal Nairobi
and Keren (both Kenya) as good, the
last being the nearest to an English
course I met.

It was when visiting the isolated out-
stations, where the best had to be made
of the ground available, government
officials but lightly versed in the game
gave full range to their imagination.
They also, bless them, held the admir-
able idea that the game was meant to
be fun.

Unique is a much abused word, but
i* may be applied with safety to the
holes I shall attempt to describe. 1
can only hope that the professional
expertise of our editor will not receive
a shock detrimental to his health.

Two holes stand out in improbability.
The first, a short hole, where between
the tee and the green was a bungalow
(the government office). A tall palm
tree served as a rough guide post. The
tee lay close to the building, and it is
to be remembered that the shot, a No. 5
iron or rather a mashie, had to be swept
cleanly off a rubber tee, no downward
punch — unless you felt inclined to
fracture your wrists, or the shaft.

The second was on a full course at
Bulawayo in (then) Southern Rhodesia.
It was one of three clubs at which the
Rhodesia Championship (Northern, now

Zambia, and Southern, now the
Republic of Rhodesia) was played. The
tee was beside a broad stream which
flowed under a railway bridge. You
sighted the green by peering under the
bridge. It was, again, a short hole, and
there was no way to cope with it other
than playing over the bridge. As in the
previous instance, you dare not pitch on
the green. A ball will not grip on a
surface 'of hard mud covered with a thin
layer of sand.

That disposes of the first two. The
Americans favour water hazards near
the green, but there is a more brutal
defence in the form of a circle of pine-
apple beds, leaving a narrow entrance.
There was no cissy local rule allowing
2 pick and drop without penalty. No
lifting was permitted. I would give my
miniscule worldly possessions to watch
a world-class player devising a recovery
stroke from such a place on to a brick-
hard green, not to mention his lacerated
ankles. My goodness me, what a time
the press would have reporting the
criticisms of the contestants ! A pine-
apple plant’s leaves could give a
porcupine a third and beat it.

The blind hole today is regarded in
the same light as a misdemeanour. For
myself, 1 have always regarded them as
exciting. I was not playing for my
living, merely to beat the other man.
Blindness or siting can be overdone if
the conditons border on the ridiculous.
Picture an ant-hill 15 feet high, sliced
off at the top to form a green—sand of
course—of restricted area. It was a
matter of being on, rolling back, ar over.
I question if Pine Valley has anything
more diabolical. One could expend a
number of strokes, a lot of energy climb-
ing up and down, and excessive blood
pressure hitting a ball to and fro over
that confounded pyramid. And yet,
one looks back upon it, and the other
freaks with affectionate amusement.

Reflecting on those four holes, the
(Continued on page 10)



The Professionals.

It takes one professional to recognise
another. Which is why ATCO mowers
are used on some of the most famous
stretches of turfin the country.

Maintaining large areas of grass
needs not only an experienced
groundsman or greenkeeper, buta
mower that’s been specially
designed for the job. A professional,
like for example, the ATCO fine-cutting
20" Special.

The ATCO 20” Special hasan
outstanding specification that meets
the exacting requirements of cutting

golfgreens, bowling greensand all areas
of superfine turf.

The professional fields of Green-
keeping and Grasscutting need
professional machines - that’s why more
and more are choosing ATCO.

Apart from the 20” Special shown
below, ATcO make a whole range
of professional grass cutters, including
the Gangs, the 20", 24", 28" and
34" Heavies, the 24" Auto-Steer and the
wide-sweep 84" Triple.

For full details of ATcoO mowers, write
to theaddress below.

4 TCOAS famous as the lawns we cut.

CHARLES H. PUGH LTD., P.0. BOX 256, ATCO WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, B9 4PR.

-

By Appointment to
Her Majesty the Queen
Motor Mower
Manufacturers
Charles H. Pugh
Limited.




EARTHWORMS AND THEIR CONTROL

By R. D. C. EVANS, B.Sc.,
Advisory Officer, Sports Turf Research Institute

THE twenty-five species of earthworm
found in Britain are of small size
compared to the 12 ft. long examples;
found in Australia or to an Indian
species which produces casts 6 in. high,
but some of them cause considerable
trouble on golf courses, particularly
when they occur in large numbers on
the greens. To the farmer and gardener
the earthworm is a welcome ally, con-
stantly turning over and aerating the
soil and so improving fertility. In con-
trast, it is a serious pest to the green-
keeper as its habit of ejecting casts on
the surface overwhelmingly negates its
usefulness. In fact, only two of the
25 native species actually produce
surface casts, but since a wormkiller
which will affect only casting species has
not yet been developed, the unobtrusive
varieties must, of necessity, suffer for
the sins of the casting types.

Worms cannot stand excessively hot
or cold weather and are also susceptible
to injury from drought conditions. They
are, therefore, most active during mild,
damp weather which is most usually
encountered in the spring and autumn
and these are the times when control
measures are likely to produce the best
results. When the weather is cold or
drought prevails the worm burrows
deeper to avoid surface conditions—they
may penetrate 6 ft. below the surface if
sufficient soil is available—and there is
less chance of them coming into contact
with a lethal dose of wormkiller.

Methods of Control

Leaving aside for a moment direct
chemical poisoning of the earthworm,
the pest can also be discouraged by
managerial practices. Maintaining a
fairly acid soil, for example, discourages
worm activity as the casting species
seldom occur where the soil pH is less
than 5.0. Again the application of

excessive quantities of decomposable
organic material in top dressings, and
particularly in fertilisers, should be
avoided as this provides a ready food
supply and the worm population is likely
to increase. This objection, incidentally,
does not apply to peat as most forms of
this vegetable are too acid to encourage
the earthworm.

Chemical Control Methods

Chemicals employed against earth-
worms fall into two classes, the
expellents which bring the worms to the
surface and the poisons which kill below
ground level.

Among the expellents, Mowrah meal
was popular in the past, largely because
of the spectacular numbers of worms
which could be brought to the surface
by its use. The substance is fairly
efficient if well watered in, but it has
very little long-term effect and treatment
must be repeated at frequent intervals.
[t also deteriorates rapidly if stored
under damp conditions. Derris dust is
similar in action to Mowrah meal, but
many worms die below the surface and
its effect is rather more prolonged—an
application in the autumn should last
until the following summer. Copper
sulphate has the advantage of cheap-
ness but will scorch the turf if applied
too heavily, being a plant poison and
also has a corrosive effect on any metal
containers which may be used during its
application.  Plastic containers are,
therefore, an advantage, a precaution
which should also be taken when
mercuric chloride, another expellent, is
used. Finally, permanganate of potash
can also be used and has the advantage
of being non-toxic to humans and
ornamental fish.

Although the above materials can
produce temporarily satisfactory results,

(Continued on page 10)



LEYLAND 154

the 'PERFORMANCE’ lightweight

Versatile, and economical in operation, the Leyland 154 is ideal for turf maintenance work.
Its light weight is a great advantage when working on grass where heavy tractor wheel
pressures are to be avoided. With 25 h.p., compact dimensions and the ability to
manoeuvre in confined spaces, the 154 is the 'PERFORMANCE’ lightweight tractor for
work on golf courses, parks and sports grounds. Leyland 154 features include 9-speed
gearbox with 3 reverse gears, independent hydraulics and 2-speed P.T.O. There's a
wide range of optional extras and specialised equipment. Arrange a demonstration with
your Leyland tractor distributor or write for information to :—

British Leyland Truck & Bus Division, Ltd., Tractor Operations, Leyland Scotland Bathgate, Scotland.

LEYLAND
TRACTORS




SITUATIONS VACANT

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER
required. Wages according to experi-
ence. No accommodation. Also
vacancy for Greenkeeper Apprentice.
Apply to the Secretary, Purley Downs
Golf Club, Purley, Surrey: telephone
01-657 8347.

HEAD GREENKEEPER REQUIRED.
Modern three-bedroomed house plus
salary in excess of £1000. Apply in
writing, giving details of previous
experience, to The Secretary, Wheat-
ley Golf Club, Armthorpe Road,
Doncaster, Yorkshire.

HINDLEY HALL GOLF CLUB
(Hindley, Nr. Wigan) require a Head
Greenkeeper. High wages will be paid
to the right man with the right
experience. Overtime is paid whenever
necessary. Replies, in confidence, to
The Secretary, Hindley Hall Golf
Club, Hall Lane, Hindley, Nr. Wigan.

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

at Gog Magog Golf Club, Cam-
bridge. Rent- and rate-free house
adjoining the course. £1,000 per
annum. Apply stating previous experi-
ence in detail to the Secretary, Gog
Magog Golf Club, Babraham Road,
Cambridge, Tel. 47626.

HEAD GREENKEEPER REQUIRED.

For Goring and Streatley Golf Club
18-hole course. Beautifully situated
in Thames Valley near Reading.
Salary £1,250. Free accommodation.
Applicants are invited to visit the
club or telephone the Goring and
Streatley Golf Club, Rectory Road,
Streatley-on-Thames, Berks.: tele-
phone Goring-on-Thames 3229.

Ist ASSISTANT REQUIRED. Harts-

bourne Country Club. Top salary for
right man. Apply in writing to the
Secretary, Hartsbourne Country Club,
Bushey Heath, Herts., stating age,
past experience, and two referees.

STROOD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

APPOINTMENT OF HEAD GREENKEEPER
TECHNICAL GRADE — T.VL. (£1,776 - £2,025)

Applications are invited for the above appointment, in the Engineer
and Surveyor’s Department, from experienced Head Greenkeepers, in
connection with a new 18-hole Golf Course and an 18-hole Pitch-and-Putt
Course which are being constructed within the Rural District at Hoo
St. Werburgh.

Applicants must have had extensive experience in a similar
appointment.

Starting salary will be within the Grade indicated, according to
experience, and the conditions of service are those as set out by the
National Joint Council for Local Authorities, Administrative, Technical
and Professional Services, and the Local Government Superannuation
Acts.

_Free housing accommodation will be provided to a suitable
applicant, within an adjoining village about half a mile from the Course.

_Applicants should submit full details of their experience and present
appointment, together with two referees, to the Engineer and Surveyor,

by not later than Monday, 29th March 1971.

Council Offices,
Frindsbury Hill, Strood,
Rochester, Kent.

S. W. STANFORD,
Clerk of the Council.




SITUATIONS VACANT

ST. GEORGE’S HILL GOLF CLUB

ST. GEORGE’S HILL GOLF CLUB require Head Green-
keeper to replace the present Head Greenkeeper who is retiring
after 24 years’ service with the club.

This is a job for a really experienced Greenkeeper preferably
with a knowledge of heather and pine courses. He will be supported
by a first-class greens staff.

A rent-free house, heating, lighting and rates all paid, goes
with the job. A very attractive salary will be paid to the right
applicant.

Please apply stating age and experience to the Secretary, St.
George’s Hill Golf Club, Weybridge, Surrey.

Introducing
SOME OF
THE
MACHINERY
AVAILABLE
FOR HIRE
. TURF
or the pro essional user CUTTERS
SPIKERS
Sometimes the purchase of equipment is not economic. We can ROUGH
now offer for hire specialised machinery for that seasonal job. GRASS
Why not write or telephone us and ask for details. CUTTERS
* We still sell and service all the best equipment, of course! SPRAVERS
CHAIN SAWS
SOIL
SHREDDERS
uxieys Loy
POST HOLE
BORERS
R T T = TREE
GARDEN MACHINERY WINCHES
NEW ADDRESS: ' . ROLLERS
22-26 Church St., Staines Middx. Tel: Staines 51123 (3 lines) CULTIVATORS
Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants. Tel: Alresford 3222




(Continued from page 6)

the absence of any prolonged effect is a
serious disadvantage. The poisons,
which provide control of longer dura-
tion, are more popular for professional
use for this reason and have the added
attraction of killing worms under the
surface, so obviating the need for messy
sweeping-up operations. The most
widely used materials are detailed below.

Chlordane

This material is available as a liquid
(25% emulsifiable concentrate) or in a
209% granular form. Somewhat variable
results have been obtained with chlor-
dane up and down the country, between

one and five years’ control being
encountered.

Lead Arsenate

Lead arsenate is generally more
reliable and longer lasting than any of
the other materials and this offsets its
high initial cost. An application at 2 oz.
per sq. yd. can be relied on to produce
five years’ control and up to eight years’
worm-free conditions are not infre-
quently obtained with this material.
Complete failure is, however, occasion-
ally encountered with lead arsenate and
in view of this it would be wise to treat
one green on a golf course to determine
persistency under local conditions before
undertaking a general full-scale worm-
killing programme.

Carbaryl

Carbaryl (or sevin) wormkillers have
recently been introduced and have the

advantages of low human toxicity,
absence of any poisonous effect on
beneficial soil micro-organisms and
absence 'of any scorching effect. They
do not, however, persist in their effect
for longer than three months.

Lastly, a cautionary word would not
be out of place. A number of the
above wormkillers are harmful to
humans and care should be taken during
their use. Chlordane in particular
should be cautiously handled, as in the
concentrated form it can reach the
bloodstream by contact with the skin,
possibly with very unpleasant results.

(Continued from page 4)

inevitable question is were they golf ?
Each of us had a club in his hands,
the problems identical, the mutual object
was to beat the other man. That dreary
emphasis on luck can be challenged by
the net-cord in tennis, in cricket the
thin-edge that escapes the slips.

And now to greenkeeping. It was
done by Africans. They kept the grass
down by * swapping ” with an imple-
ment made up of a sharpened piece of
hoop-iron, bent like a hockey stick and
attached to a wooden shaft. It was
done with one hand, but the action
strongly resembled a short golf swing.
The greens were usually smoothed, after
a match had passed through, by dragging
a piece of sacking over the sand.

It is doubtful if the greenstaff on
those out-stations would be accepted as
members of the B.G.G.A. No suggestion
of a colour bar. They were recruited
from the local prison.

| R.C.CRAIG

AND CO. LTD.

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS

% Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERIES Ltd,

LLOYDS & Co. Ltd.
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS

% Distributors: DENNIS BROS Ltd.
GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE

*

We will gladly call on you to

advise on your grass cutting
equipment or arrange demonstra-

tions. Ring us now.

*

153 Arch Stamford Brook

Station, LONDON, W.6.
RIVERSIDE 5415
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