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Tomorrow’s Greenkeepers are needed today.

Training Apprentices on your golf course
will ensure that the Greenkeeping skills
of the past can help with the upkeep
problems of the future.
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The earlieryou let us

service your

Atco this winter
the happier
you'll be.

Every winter the Atco Service
Organisation is snowed under
with mowers waiting for their
annual service.

This rush starts in early
December and lasts all the

yay through to late March. And
is each mower receives the personal

attention of skilled mechanics each job takes a considerable
amount of time. Consequently the queue of mowers waiting
for service grows longer and longer. Obviously it’s best if you

can get your machine to us before the rush.

That way you get your Atco serviced, oiled and greased for
its winter hibernation and back to you quickly. So you’re
left with plenty of time to get on with the more important

winter jobs without any worries.

The same goes if you want a new machine. Order it before

December and you can be sure of a swift delivery.

So contact your local Atco branch early this winter.
We’d be happier if you did.
And so will you.
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TEE SHOTS

by the Editor

Jimmy Dunn, Head Greenkeeper at Welwyn Garden City Golf Course, has
been doing a great job in maintaining nine new holes extra this year in addition
to his normal eighteen due to a large slice of the course being removed for
improvements to the A.l1. His new layout will be over 6,000 yards and he hopes
to have it ready by next June.

Paul Cook, one of the early recruits to the Apprenticeship Scheme, has now
done four years at Addington Court Golf Course since he finished his apprentice-
ship. He was first under Cyril Chamberlain until he retired, when Bill Machin
took over. Now at the age of 22, he has been selected as Head Greenkeeper for
the new championship golf course at Westport, Co. Mayo. It will be a great
pleasure to the greenkeepers who started the Scheme to see young men already
getting some of the top jobs.

The new Tonbridge Municipal Course is now under construction. Although
on the short side, it will be a particularly pretty layout, part of it having been
cut out of woodland. Thirty-two acres of trees have been cleared and all the
greens have already been formed after a start at the end of June. Messrs Spearman
Construction Limited of Epping, Essex, are the contractors.

The new municipal course at Rotherham is approaching completion. Nine
holes will be in play next year and the second nine in 1973. This job was under-
taken by the Parks Department by direct labour. A new clubhouse has been built
which would grace any private course and some hundreds of golfers have already
formed a Club and will be practising during the winter ready for the * Off ™’ next
summer.

Granular Fertilisers

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS
AND APPROACHES

THE CANNOCK AGRICULTURAL CO. LTD., CANNOCK, STAFF




NO RECORDS

by PATRICK SMARTT

It is almost habitual with many
people to write to the papers, describing
some incident or feat and ending with
the query: “Is this a record? ™ It is
seldom so. but it is popular with editors,
leading as it does to correspondence
from others claiming to have done
better.

Thinking on this, I started to reflect
on the best part of 50 years playing at
golf. No records, save on some small
colonial courses, but over that space of
time one experienced some unusual
happenings.

I once ran a professional’s shop. For
the benefit of students of the Rules of
Golf, let it be known that I received no
remuneration. It was an act of friend-
ship to a good friend, a professional at a
small club on the south coast of Natal
in South Africa. His wife had to go into
Durban for a serious operation. It was
a most interesting two weeks, enhanced
by his entrusting me to continue his
lessons. Perhaps he was rather over-
wrought. He has since made his name as
a coach, and we still correspond —
usually disagreeing on some technical
point!

Thus T have been at the buying and
the selling ends of golfing equipment.

A hole in one, in addition to being a
fortuitous combination of skill and luck,
has contradictory rewards. It costs the
amateur an outlay in drinks to members.
His professioial counterpart, at a
nominated hole, can collect a consider-
able sum. That T have never been in the
position of dispenser, 1 prefer to attri-
bute to luck rather than a smear on my
ability. It has, anyway, prolonged the
lives of several bank managers. Unless
I have been playing on the course at
the time, I have made it a rule to refuse
adding to the expense of the poor man
who has holed in one.

I believe that some mathematical
boffin has calculated, presumably for his
own amusement — it is of little interest
— the odds against such a piece of luck.
I have witnessed four “aces”™ as

modern language has it. One of these
was through the medium of television,
and the perpetrator Tony Jacklin. Since
writing the first draft of this piece, the
*“ Box ™ has produced another, at Royal
Birkdale in the Open of 1971. And that
means that I have seen five. The odds
against that would surely drive our
boffin into a mental home.

I have one better for him. A course
holed in one. From the first tee on the
Crowborough Beacon G.C. a member
sliced his drive over a hedge and into
the cup on the 18th green. Is this?
well no—1 seem to have read of a
similar peculiarity somewhere. Pro-
bably in the Golfer’s Handbook.

Luck is predominant. I was present
when someone playing a short hole
across a valley bisected by a stream,
saw his ball strike the narrow planks
forming a bridge. bounce, trundle up
the slope to drop into the hole. It has a
semblance to another, when the ball
never left the ground and finished in
the hole. Golf it was not. Or was it?
Once the element of luck is expunged
we no longer have A GAME, and there
is little point in playing.

Is it not curious that the holing of
long second shots, requiring a more
difficult club. receives no acclamation
nor celebration. T have holed a full
brassie (No. 2 wood), and my opponent
contented himself with:  Silly blighters
for Tuck.” And luck of course it was. In
Jersey (I have told this one before in a
book) a full No. 2 iron found the
bottom of the cup. I was playing solo,
young and enthusiastic, and on my
return to the Club House I told the
steward of this with some pride. He
came from Scotland. His reaction was:
“ Qoh, Aye.” He did not say *“ Och .

I have told elsewhere of a green on
which. in the last century a competitor
took 156 putts. It is an authenticated
event, it occurred on a course in Sussex,
an instance of which it is superfluous
to enquire: ‘‘ Is this a record? ™

Birds being killed in the air by a golf
ball are commonplace. In a rather




unusual colony, British Honduras, in the
1920s my ball holed out after rebound-
ing from a domestic duck. The bird,
after a period of shock, recovered.
There is a touch of * Dad’s Army ™
about the following incident. During
the last war, a unit of the Kings African
Rifles known as the Independent Com-
panies had moved up to a camp beyond
Nairobi. Each company was destined
for a different post in the Northern
Frontier District. I commanded one of
the companies and, the night before we
were to move to our respective destina-
tions, a signal arrived from G.H.Q.
recalling me for some other duty. The
colonel of the battalion which had been
host to our motley during our brief
stay drove me to the station the next
day. He was an old peacetime friend,

younger than I, and had by 1940
become accustomed, more in SOrrow

than in anger, to the eccentricities of

we amateurs. We were, 1
pretty ** Independent ™.
Nevertheless, his face was a picture
when he saw among my baggage six
bags of golf clubs (one of them mine).
The remaining five, the property of
other officers, were to be dropped off
at various stations in Kenya. There
were no °° Whitehall Damn it, sirs™
about. It was probably a record. It was
most certainly typical of the British;
an example of the wide attraction of
the game, and close to the sentiments
of Bud Flannagan’s: “Who do you
think you are kidding, Mr Hitler? ™

suppose,

USED GOLF BALLS BOUGHT

Any quantity. Price 20p per dozen.
Solid and perished balls no value.
Sparkbrook Golf Ball Co. Ltd.,
291 Highgate Road, Birmingham, 12.

RELF:KENDALL

OF CROYDON AND BARNET

with pleasure announce that they hold the greatest concentration of
lawn mower spares and lawn mower engine spares in the country

ENORMOUS STOCKS OF

RANSOMES SPARE PARTS

including Service Exchange Items such as

CUTTING CYLINDERS -

CARBURETTORS -

MAGNETOS -

GEAR BOXES
CLUTCHES

Our fleet of vans is occupied daily in maintaining our express spares
delivery service

T'elephone
your immediate
requirements 10

RELF AND KENDALL
406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON, SURREY. CRO 0578

11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET. BARNET 8228

We stock a comprehensive range of domestic and professional machinery

Ask for a demonstration on YOUR ground
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Better greens

in far less time

THE TORO ‘GREENSMASTE

An entirely new concept of greens mowing — as
many go-ahead clubs have already discovered.

* Truer, faster putting surfaces with complete
absence of ridging across greens.

Minimum pressure (less than 10 Ib. per sq. in.)
to avoid marking or turf compaction.

On an average course one man can cut 18 greens
three times per week in a total of only 10 hours,
instead of three men taking 36 man-hours using
conventional equipment.

By reducing cutting time, interruption of play is
eliminated and, conversely, play does not interrupt
cutting.

Ability of Greensmaster 3 to work in wet condi-
tions enables cutting programmes to be carried
out on schedule for tournaments and competitions.
Time saved in cutting greens can be usefully
deployed in other tasks about the course to per-
mit fuller course maintenance with the limited
labour force available.

TORO
o Dol

FLYMO INSTITUTIONAL
Greycaine Road, Watford. WD2 4PT
(Watford 41301).

Sole distributors for TORO in UK,
and Channel Islands,




e Cos! cutie

’/‘

TheTOR0 70 professional
nower-driven gang mower. For fees, aprons and bunkers.

The Toro 70" is a professional machine. For those who

expect professional results.
["1 One man riding the Toro 70" can do the work of four with
pedestrian machines — to free them for other work. [ | Three

25" power driven cutters. [ | Low centre of gravity for

stability on slopes. [ ] Low pressure tyres for perfect traction lNSTITUT'ONAL

in wet conditions — without marking.[ | Good power/weight .
ratio for negotiating slopes and tackling dense sward. Greycaine Road, Watford, WD2 4PT

[1 Powerful 63 h.p. cast iron cylinder 4-stroke engine. (Watford 41301).
[] Single rear wheel steering for maximum manoeuvrability. Sole distributors for TORO in U.K.
["] Optional grass boxes for collection on tees and aprons. and Channel Islands.




ARE YOU A GOOD GREENKEEPER?

This quiz is designed to find out
whether you match up to your respon-
sibilities. For example, can you seriously
say you know your job? Are you fully
aware of what is expected from you?

Technically, do you understand why
seasonal ground work is performed, and
indeed, why daily routine work is carried
out? It is not only for the money at the
end of the week. Do you read, and keep
abreast of all the latest developments
appertaining to good golf course main-
tenance? For instance: knowing the
correct method for doing a specific
job? There are two ways of doing a job.
Do you need constant supervision, or
less? Are you familiar with the tools for
the job? All these questions, and many
like them, can be answered below.

To find out your relative position in
“ operation know-how ™ and manage-
ment skills, do the * quiz”; don’t be
tempted to cheat, even though your
conscience may prick.

1. Do you consider yourself to be a
good greenkeeper ?
A As good as allowed to be.
B No complaints from golfers,
club secretaries.
C Within budgetry limits, yes!

o

Is vour greens chairman a know-
ledgeable person in turf culture ?

A Stands by you in all circum-

stances.
B Blames you.
C Believes in constructive criti-

cism, suggests alternative
remedies.

D Understands your problems.

3. Do you keep an up-to-date diary.
Work progress. Time taken, use of
chemicals and results. Climatic con-
ditions, etc ?

A Yes:

B Not necessary.

C Good greenkeepers are guided
by events.

4. Why do you think the three
““ Phases of soil state’ are so very
important ?

N

10.

A Do not know.

B Interdependent.

C Better if ignored.

D Essential for good turf-culture.

Do you know why some plants are
disease than

more resistant to
others ?
A Micro-organisms in the soil

contain antibiotics.
B Some plants contain antibiotic
substances.

C Because of seed sown in
sterilised soil.
Annual Meadow Grass is the

commonest of British grasses; Why

is it so difficult to eradicate from

intensively used sports areas ?

A Likes close mowing.

B Produce large amounts of seed.

C Elimination would create cul-
tural problems.

D Arsenic compounds (weed-
killers) interfere with plant
absorption of phosphorous. .

In the event of a ‘* break-in"" at

your equipment sheds, do you first

A Repair and make good.

B Inform the police.

C  Check stock and
missing.

A Xerophyte is ?

A Plant growth regulator.

B Bi-generic hybrid.

C  Drought-loving plant.

Synthetic growth regulators are used

for?

A To regulate grass and weed
growth.

B Weed control on
sports turf.

C For applying to newly sown
grass areas.

Hole trimmers are used for?

A Replacing divots.

B To cover Fairy Ring disease.

C Finish off hole after cutting.

list items

lawns and

NOW ADD UP YOUR SCORE

1.
2
2

B—3, A—1, C—1.

A—3, B—0, C—1, D—3.

A—score 3 for Yes, B—deduct 1
from score for Not Necessary.



B

A—O0,
D—3.
A—3, B—2, plus 1, C—0.
A—3, B—0, C—3, D—3.
A—0, B—3, bonus 3, C—1.
A—0, B—0, C—3.

A—0, B—3, bonus 2, C—O0.
A—0. B—0. C—3.

B—3, plus bonus 1, C—0,

SO0 S CN A

—_—
>

SO HOW DID YOU SCORE ?

A total of 36 is good. Above 36 and
under 45 is very good. Over 45 or more,
excellent. You are doing well and keep-
ing abreast of new methods and develop-
ments in greenkeeping.

HUXLEYS HIRE
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL USER
Sometimes the purchase of equip-
ment is not economic. We offer for
hire specialised machinery for that
seasonal job. Send for brochure
and price list.

GARDEN MACHINERY
22/26 Church Street, Staines, Middx.
Tel.: Staines 51123 (3 lines)
Also at The Dean, New Alresford, Hants.
Tel.: Alresford 3222

FOR HIRE
SISIS AUTOTURFMAN AERATOR,

RYAN GREENSAIRE AERATOR
and Ren-o-Thin Power Rake (with
operator). H. Ballinger, 4 Hallcroft Way,

£25 per week — do it yourself. For
Burnell,

contract prices telephone

Eaglescliffe 3647.

Aldridge, Staffs. Telephone No. Ald-
ridge 25-52106.

Golf Course Equipment in
Fibrelas

FOR ALL GOLF
COURSE EQUIPMENT

Suppliers to the world since 1896

The range comprises:—

TEE LITTER BINS

Colours: Red, White or Yellow.

TEE PYRAMID MARKERS

Colours: Red, White or Yellow.

TEE CUBES

Colours: Red, White or Yellow.

TEE ARROWS

Colour: White.

TEE DISCS

Colour: White.

Complementary to the above are the
existing items, such as Polythene Tee
Balls in red, white and yellow; Bogey-
type Hole Cup in nylon (one-piece
moulding); and the Fibreglass Flagstaffs,
as listed in our current Golf Catalogue.
WRITE TO US FOR PRICE LIST AND
LATEST CATALOGUE

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD.
STANMORE, MIDDLESEX
01-954 4171
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1971
Nov. 3rd Southern Section Lecture — The Ship Tavern.

9th North-West Section Annual Trip.

Dec. 1st Southern Section Lecture — The Ship Tavern.
6th North-West Section Lecture.
1972
Jan. 5th Southern Section Lecture — Ship Tavern.
10th North-West Section Lecture — Brunswick Hotel.
ANNUAL DRAW 1971
Receipts Expenditure
12,869 Tickets @ £0.025 ... £321.725 | Prize Money . £105.050
Ticket Printing 26.500
‘ Results  do. 4.350
Postage etc. ... 12.300
Balance in hand . 173.525
£321.725 £321.725
Winners : — Ist J. A. Pilgrim,
2nd R. Crompton.
3rd Share H. M. Twigger.
do. E. Rodman.
4th Share T. A. Edwards.
do. B. Lydiard.
do. C. Chamberlain.
R C: c: R AlG We will gladly call on you to
® ® advise on your grass cutting
AND CO. LTD.

SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS

% Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERIES Ltd.

* LLOYDS & Co. Ltd.
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS

% Distributors: DENNIS BROS Ltd.
GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE

equipment or arrange demonstra-
tions. Ring us now.

*

153 Arch Stamford Brook

Station, LONDON, W.é.
RIVERSIDE 5415
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