Under the guidance of users in the field
and those responsible for professional fleet
operation, we have re-examined in minute detail

By Appointment to
Her Majesty the Queen

the requirements of mowers used specifically e ey,
Charles H. Pugh Ltd.
for the cutting of superfine turf. The result is. ..

the new

aATCO

20"SPECIAL

the endurance-tested new features include:-
M LARGER CAPACITY “POWER-TO-SPARE” ENGINE, 3
WITH EXTRA LONG-LIFE SPECIFICATION >
H “LONG -RANGE” 6 PINT FUEL TANK

Wl PERFECT CONTROL THROUGH INSTANTLY
ADJUSTABLE TUBULAR HANDLES, WITH
THROTTLE AND CLUTCH CONTROLS
BEAUTIFULLY TO HAND B MAIN CLUTCH
ACTUATED BY TWIN BALL RACES FOR
DRAG-FREE PULL-BACK M TRANSPORTING
WHEELS WITH HEAVY DUTY TYRES AND RE-
DESIGNED INTEGRAL FASTENERS B FRONT
AND BACK ROLLERS WITH COMPOUND
RADIUSED ENDS FOR MINIMUM TURF
MARKING M BUILT-IN ATTACHMENT
BRACKETS FOR OPTIONAL GRASS COMB
I EASIER MAINTENANCE BY BALL-
BEARING MOUNTING OF FRONT
ROLLER AND IMPROVED
LUBRICATION OF BACK ROLLER

The ATCO 20" SPECIAL is
the mower you designed; so ask
your local Atco Branch for a
field trial on your fine turf now

Free literature from
CHARLES H. PUGH LIMITED
P.O. Box 256, Atco Works, Birmingham 9
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Spread it around on your fine
turf, then to the people you know.

We’re sure it’ll save you time,
trouble and money. And we know
they’ll thank you for telling
them about it.

Sports Turf Compost is made
under controlled conditions. That
means we get exactly the right
mixture of peat, sand and nutrients.
Everytime. So it saves you time.

Sports Turf Compost is refined
into a free flowing material.

And then packed in polythene sacks.

That means you can store it

anywhere and spreading is easier
(you won’t need to sterilize either).
So it saves you trouble.

It would cost you from about
4d per sq. yd. And considering how
much time you can save, leaving
you time for other things, it works
out pretty cheaply.

So it saves you money.

Sports Turf Compost can
do all that for you and the people
you know.

So make some friends soon.
Spread it around.

Fisons Sports Turf Compost.

Fisons Agrochemical Division

‘is pretty good,.~
We’dhké’you to
| spread it around.




by the Editor

A brighter side to events in Belfast was the opening last month of a new
£250,000 sports complex on the slopes of Belfast’s Black Mountain. The Green
Briar Golf Centre is situated on a 24-acre site, easily reached from the city and
already has a 135 ft. covered driving range in two tiers which cope with 24
customers at once. Two uncovered Driving areas, each with 15 bays, will be
added shortly and work has already begun on developing a short 9-hole course.

* * * *

Journalist Mike Borissow has just completed the first 9 holes of his own
golf course on farmland between Sissinghurst and Benenden. The Borissows
bought a run-down farmhouse with 100 acres, obtained planning permission,
hired farm worker Charlie Woolford as groundsman and in eighteen months had
9 holes ready for play.

On the other hand, Mr Fell who omitted to get planning permission before
making his 9-hole course on land opposite his home in Lapworth, Warwickshire,
has been told he cannot play on it. Mr Fell has now applied for planning per-
mission and hopes he will not be obliged to revert the land to its original use.

* * * *

Average strokes taken by competitors in the Open at St. Andrews were
highest at No. 17. Over the four rounds, players failed to make par at this hole
208 times and only 5 birdies were recorded.

* * * *

Whitburn Golf Club is living on the edge of a cliff as quarrying operations
creep closer to the back door of the wooden club-house. Crockery rattles on the
shelves in the greenkeeper’s cottage when blasting takes place.

FUSARIUM SPECGIFIC

THE CANNOCK AGRICULTURAL CO. LTD., CANNOCK, STAFFS.
. , e
] Send for free illustrated Brochure i
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SOME AUTUMN TURF DISEASES

By R. D. C. EVANS, B.Sc.
Advisory Officer, Sports Turf Research Institute

The weather conditions which prevail
during the autumn period are often
highly favourable for the development
of a number of damaging turf diseases
and precautions should, therefore, be
taken to guard against disease attack.
Turf disease attacks can be greatly
reduced by management practice. As
with human disorders, prevention is
undoubtedly better than cure.

Fusarium Patch Disease

Probably the commonest disease of
sports turf, Fusarium, is encouraged by
mild damp weather which frequently
prevails during the September-October
period. If such weather conditions seem
imminent it is wise to apply a pre-
ventive fungicidal dressing whether
disease symptoms are apparent or not.
This practice is particularly desirable
on areas which have been prone to the
disease in previous years—golf greens
on damp, low-lying or sheltered situa-
tions, for example, often require pre-
cautionary treatment of this Kkind.
Bearing in mind that moisture is
essential for the development of
Fusarium, it will be obvious that the
turf can be protected by keeping its
surface as dry as possible. Regular
morning switching or brushing is, there-
fore, useful in the autumn to remove
dew and to assist the speedy drying of
the playing surface.

Apart from the measures mentioned
above, Fusarium damage can be pre-
vented, or at least minimised, by
ensuring that the grass has as much
natural resistance to fungal attack as
possible. A generally strong and hardy
sward is less prone to disease infesta-
tion than one which has been weakened
by mismanagement during the course
of the growing season. The disease-
resisting properties of a turf can also
be seriously reduced by excessive
fertilizer treatment at this time of the
year—encouraging a lush sward by
applications of nitrogen during the
autumn lays the area wide open to

Fusarium attack. Fertilizer dressings
containing appreciable amounts of
nitrogen should, therefore, not be
applied later than the end of August
as a general rule. Autumn top dress-
ings (compost/sand dressings, soil/
sand /peat dressings etc.) if applied in
damp, smeary condition, or in too great
amounts, or if not thoroughly worked
in after application, will smother the
sward and produce a surface micro-
climate ideal for disease development.

If, in spite of all precautions, the turf
is hit by Fusarium, apply a suitable
fungicide without delay. Mercury dress-
ings (both organic and inorganic) and
Quintozene (PCNB) give effective
control.

Ophiobolus Patch Disease

This affliction is also frequently
encountered during the autumn and is
often confused with Fusarium, though
its characteristic ring-shaped symptoms
should make it easily identifiable.
Ophiobolus is encouraged by much the
same management and weather factors
as Fusarium, but is particularly likely
to appear on recently limed areas
during a warm wet summer or autumn.
Fairways are particularly prone to the
condition after liming the previous
winter, although if the winter liming
is followed up by a good balanced
fertilizer dressing the following spring
the fertilizer can reduce the chances of
attack.

Because Ophiobolus is encouraged by
damp conditions, spiking and possibly
drainage work can go a long way in
reducing incidence of the disease.

The disease can be controlled by
repeat applications of organo-mercurial
fungicides at suitable rates, and if the
disease appears on a golf green then
treatment of this type should
undoubtedly be given. On fairways the
cost of such treatment over a wide area
is usually prohibitive.

Red Thread Disease
Red Thread or Corticium is also



prevalent in autumn and is most
frequent in fine turf where fescue is an
important constituent of the sward
- (although it will attack other grasses
too). Not the most serious of the turf
diseases, Corticium can cause a general
loss of colour and ruin the appearance
of a golf green during the latter part
of the season. Corticium appears par-
ticularly on swards of low fertility
where nitrogen is lacking, and the
importance of carefully balanced ferti-

lizer treatment is well illustrated by :

considering the relative incidence of
Corticium and Fusarium. Too much
nitrogen encourages Fusarium, too little
favours Corticium and a balance must
be struck between the two.

Various fungicides will give a degree
of control, inorganic mercury fungicides
in many instances proving the most
effective of all.

Other Fungal Diseases

A less well known disease is Helmin-
thosporium leaf spot which also
frequently appears during the summer
and autumn. It is most often
encountered on golf tees where smooth-

stalked meadow-grass is the most
important constituent of the sward.
Adequate fertilizer treatment during

spring and summer is helpful, and the
turf should not be too closely mown.
The use of more disease resistant
smooth-stalked meadow-grass varieties
such as Prato or Merion is also
advisable.

Fairy rings of various types are
common during the autumn months,
most of them fairly harmless, although
there are exceptions—the rings caused
by Marismius oreades for instance
which actually destroy the turf. If you
are unlucky enough to get these
Marasmius rings on or near your greens
you will just have to cut them out
entirely, removing the infected soil and
turf, and replace them with fresh
material.

USED GOLF BALLS BOUGHT
Any quantity. Price 4s. per dozen.
Solid and perished balls no value.

Sparkbrook Golf Ball Co. Ltd.,
291 Highgate Road, Birmingham, 12.

keeps turf fresh hedlthy

@® SURE CURE FOR WATERLOGGED
SPORTS GROUND
Allows play immediately after application.

@ GIVES BETTER MOISTURE RETENTION
Absorbs its own weight in water.

@ CREATES SUPERB DRAINAGE
Four times faster than sand.

@ STIMULATES DEEP ROOT GROWTH'
Keeps soil friable.

@ REDUCES THE DANGER OF DISEASE
Controls moisture content.

TURFACE is an ideal product for top
dressing and reconditioning sports glfounds.

TURFACE is widely used in the U.S.A.

Details and prices from.

Supaturf prooucrs LTD.

Werrington Peterborough Phone 72470

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS in U.K. for the'manufacturers
Wyandotte Chemicals Corporation,






Berk’s Moss Control Products put down moss — and
keep it down, the result of extensive research and a
perfected production technique whereby blending is
followed by drying and milling. The result: a perfect
blend for you. Exactly proportioned, to give the best
results . . . every time. For example, Mercurized Turf
Sand (M.T.S.) contains a quick acting nitrogen
fertilizer to stimulate grass growth. Or Berk’s standard
Moss Killer, which contains no such stimulant and
is ideal for use at any time of the year.

Stop Press New MOSGO from Berk contains 0.5%, Calomel and
higher nitrogen content than any competitive grade, and
is ideal for use from Spring/Summer 1971.
And there are other Berk products to help you with many
aspects of turf management.

Turf fungicide - contains mercury to give complete
control over Fusarium, Dollar Spot and Ophiobolus.

Chlordane 25% liquid wormkiller—will effectively
dispose of worms, leatherjackets, ants and chafer grubs —
underground! Cheap and easy to apply, 1 gallon in

20 gallons of water is sufficient to treat 1,000 sq. yards.

Chlordane 209 granular wormkiller - is particularly
useful on golf or bowling greens where the sward is very
thick.

TRICOFLEX reinforced plastic hose is lighter, tougher,
more flexible, and weathers better than any of its
counterparts. Tested for seven hot months in the worst
conditions of a building site, Tricoflex emerged
triumphant over the elements. Why ? Because of its
unique construction. A black PVC inner tube with a
mirror finish for optimum water flow; then a knitted
jacket of “Tergal’ polyester fibre for strength, and finally
an opaque vivid yellow outer covering of polythene for
protection against scuffing, scraping, oil and grease at
high temperatures.

Please write for literature to:-

Berk Limited

Berk House, 8 Baker Street, London W1A 1BL. Tel: 01-486 6688
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SEPT. 9th
10th

15th-17th

23rd

22nd-23rd

29th

29th

OCT. 6th
6th

7th

14th

15th

19th

26th

NOV. 4th
10th

Southern Section Autumn Tournament.
North-East Section Autumn Tournament.

Motspur Park Exhibition.

Welsh Section Autumn Tournament.

18th Parks and Recreation Exhibition.

Midland Section Autumn Tournament.

Northern Section v. Sheffield Section Tournament.

South Coast Section Meeting.
North-West Section Autumn Tournament.
Southern Section Quiz.

Southern Section v. Secretaries Match.
Northern Section Annual Tournament.
Midland Section Lecture.

North-West Section Lecture.

Southern Section Lecture.
North-West Section Trip.

DATES TO REMEMBER

INTERNATIONAL SPORTSGROUND
MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT

Motspur Park

September 15, 16, 17, 1970

18th PARKS AND RECREATION

EXHIBITION

MEYRICK PARK, BOURNEMOUTH
September 22nd and 23rd, 1970

to be held in conjunction with the

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE INSTITUTE OF PARK

AND RECREATION ADMINISTRATION

September 22nd to 24th, 1970
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If youd been jumped on,
stamped on and kicked half to
death ,youd need more than just
rest to get back into condltlon.

Same with fine turf, When it’s been
knocked about, it needs more than an
out-of-season rest to get it back into

prime condition. Hence Greenkeeper 1.

-An autumn fertilizer that encourages
a fine spring growth. Next year’s fine
turf depends on what you do this year.

Greenkeeper I helps the battered
areas to recover by encouraging root
development. Because it’s granulated
it’s easy to spread and free from dust.

LA HSONS

Fisons Agrochemical Division

Which in turn means it’s economical
—you only use what you need. There’s
no wastage. Also, it’s packed in strong
polythene bags that can be stored

in the open — it won’t take ~ s

|

up valuable storage space. |“SBadan
It’s really only 'F|30N3-

commonsense to use Sem et

Greenkeeper 1. s

Greenkeeper1



ANNUAL REPORT —1970

Administration

We congratulate our chairman, Mr
H. A. D. Fry, on the quiet and efficient
way he has carried out his duties and
trust he has enjoyed his year of office
as much as we have enjoyed his chair-
manship.

Mr A. Robertshaw, our vice-chair-
man, will be succeeding Mr Fry and
we offer our congratulations and wish
him a most happy and successful year.

The annual draw was ‘once again a
successful effort, the final result being
on a par with last year and our thanks
are once again due to members and
friends who made this result possible.
The draw this year is being held on
the Dunlop Masters Tournament and it
is hoped that this will enable the draw
to be made and publicised earlier.

Our thanks are again due to the
R. & A. for kindly forwarding a dozen
passes for the Open Championship at
St. Andrews.

Once again we entered two members
for the Artisan Annual Tournament
this year at Moor Park and our repre-
sentatives were Mr F. Ford, of South
Herts, in the Junior Handicap Division,
and Mr W. Machin, of Addington
Court, in the Senior Handicap Division.
Both made a great show on behalf of
the Greenkeepers and we must offer
our sincere congratulations to Bill
Machin on winning third prize in the
Senior Division with a nett score for
36 holes of 139.

A very important factor in our
administration this year has been the
formation of the South Coast Section
for members in the Dorset, Hampshire
and West Sussex area and, which
according to early reports, is proving
most satisfactory. Our thanks and
appreciation are due to Mr P. Malia
who was largely instrumental in the
formation of this new section and we
would also like to thank the members
who have taken office with Mr Malia
and the Southern Section for their
splendid co-operation in this new
development.

The wage scale recommendations
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were reviewed by the Executive Com-
mittee in March and new figures were
given as published in the Journal. It
is hoped these will prove beneficial to
our members.

The apprenticeship scheme is again
bringing in new greenkeepers and the
latest figures available show that 220
deeds have been issued, 153 registered
and 90 completed.

Membership

According to section returns, our
membership figure stands at 809 against
810 last year.

Annual Tournament

The 52nd Annual Tournament was
held at Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club in
August last with an entry of approxi-
mately 60. It was a very happy occasion
but the weather was not too kind
and the Championship and Handicap
Divisions winners had to be decided
on 18 holes. We have to express our
sincere thanks to the club and staff for
the service and attention which made
our visit so pleasant. We must once
again thank the individuals and firms
that gave assistance and presented
donations and prizes.

Sections

From published reports in the
Journal, it is obvious that the sections
have again had a full and active year
and our thanks are due to all the
officers that make this possible within
the sections.

“ British Golf Greenkeeper’

Our thanks again to the editor and
staff for the continued success of the
Association Journal; also to those who
have assisted with articles of interest
to members.

Benevolent Fund

We are pleased to report that the
calls on the Benevolent Fund have been
very light, only £20 having been
requested during the year under review.

F. G. Hawtree Memorial Fund

Two members visited Bingley under
the auspices of the F. G. Hawtree
Memorial Fund during the year and
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