- Professionals

THE
“BIG- CUTTING'
28°-34"
“HEAVIES”

v THE ;
'FINE-CUTTING®
20" s
SPECIAL

Top quality professional mowers from Atco. Made choose Atco to help them keep top championship
tough for a long, hard-working life. Made in golf courses and all forms of recreation grounds in
cutting widths from 20" to 84" to cover all large competition trim. Get Atco working for you.
area mowing requirements. Made finely balanced Ask for a demonstration on your own turf.Write to:

to give you the very best cutting performance — CHARLES H. PUGH LIMITED, P.0. BOX 256, BIRMINGHAM 9.
whatever the weather, the ground condition or

Zyspe of grafsshbez;ngh m':)wn. There’s the result of the
years of hard-thinking and craftsmanship in
every Atco mower. They're tried, they're trusted. power mower
That’s why so many of Britain’s ‘Professionals’ people




THE BRITISH GOLF

GREENKEEPER

HON. EDITOR: F. W. HAWTREE

No. 290 New Series

JUNE 1969

IOURNAL

FOUNDED 1912

PUBLISHED MONTHLY FOR THE
BEMEFIT OF GREENKEEPERS, JUNE
GREENKEEPING AND THE GAME

OF GOLF BY THE BRITISH GOLF
GREENKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

CONTENTS

President:
CARL BRETHERTON

Vice-Presidents:

SIR WiLLiam CARR PAGE 3 TEE SHOTS

GORDON WRIGHT
F. W. HAWTREE

S. NORGATE 4 MAKING THE OPEN PAY
I. G. NicHOLLS
F. Y. Sourasts 5 BEN ELLIS RETIRES
W. KINSEY
p C:'iT 6 SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Lindrick G.C. 7 TOURNAMENT FORM
Lindrick Common
Woodsetts, Worksop, Notts. 8 THOSE WHO SERVE — 3
By A B Py 10 BUGGIES, ELEPHANTS AND
Hon. Secéetn;ly f)‘ Treasurer: EXPERTS
Adc#..gt%mb'cg..;é G.C. 11 FORTY-YEAR RECORD OF
Addinglf)an. eér(eJ}'d(J:l,mSurrcy SANDBACH CLUB’S
CRO 9AA GREENKEEPER
B resiat) 11 CAPTAIN WILLIAM MOORE
G. Herrington E. W. Folkes
R. ng;;wmﬁ B ’;Si%'v‘e’;.i’e.': 11 SITUATIONS VACANT
g e e e 12 HERE AND THERE
Messrs S»lll::ff;::gi‘;?\:vuns AND 12 HON. SECRETARY’S NOTES
o e Wk : 13 FOR A WELL-DRESSED GOLF
Hon. Solicitor: COURSE
31 Thoe B aon g 14 NEWS FROM THE SECTIONS
The Association is affiliated to the 16 MRS GREENKEEPER

English and Welsh Golf Unions.

EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISEMENT OFFICES: Addington Court Golf Club, Featherbed Lane, Addington,
Croydon, Surrey. Telephone: 01-657 0281. SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 15/6 for 12 issues post paid.
Published during the first week of each month. LATEST COPY DATE: 8th of month prior to insertion. All
rights reserved. Reproduction of original articles and photographs in whole or in part is prohibited. This
Magazine shall not, without the written consent of the publishers first given, be re-sold, lent, hired out, or
otherwise disposed of. Contributions and photographs of interest are invited.

TO INSERT A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT, write to the Advertisement Manager at the above address.
The rate is 6d. per word (minimum 15 words). Remittance must be sent with order. Please state number
of insertions required and write advertisement in block letters. Advertisements will be inserted in the first
available issue. 1



You've areputation for fine turf.
Let Fisons'‘Combined'give you
a helping hand!

S

S

f COMBINED

FINE TURF FERTILIZER
& WEEDKILLER

SUFFICIENT TO TREAT 1000 SQ.YDS-

62: Ibs.

It’s summer. You want to keep your
fine turf at the peak of condition. But every-
oneelse wants to enjoy it. And you’re short-
staffed anyway. So whatdo youdo?

The solution to your problem is
Fisons Combined Turf Fertilizer and Weed-
killer. The treatment’s quick, so you don’t
have to keep people off your turf for long.

Fisons Combined comes in 62} 1b.
sealed plastic packs; each isenough to treat
1000 square yards. It is a lightweight peat-
based product containing high-nutrient

R Registered trade mark of The Velsicol Chemical Corporation of Chicago.

2

fertilizer giving quicker and longer-lasting
colour and growth response, together with an
unsurpassed combination of selective weed-
killers Dicamba (Banvel D®) and 24-D.

If you've used similar treatments
before and found them expensive, you’re in
for a pleasant surprise! You may well find
Fisons Combined up to 40% more economical
than some of its predecessors. Order some
today. Or, if you want more information first,
write to Fisons Limited, Cambridge Division,

Harvest House, Ipswich. ZQ&HSBNS



TEE SHOTS

by the Editor

=

Mr Jim Ashwell, who used to travel the Midlands as a supplier of golf
equipment, has planned a 7,000-yard course on 140 acres of farm land at Aldridge
near Birmingham. His consortium of five people includes the farmer, Mr Laurence
Swain, who owns the land. The first application for planning consent was turned
down. An appeal was heard and the Ministry’s decision is now awaited. Mr
Ashwell has played golf for some nine years since an injury stopped his cricketing
career. He represented Staffordshire at cricket and hockey.

* * * *

Discussions are taking place for the construction of a new course for Redditch
Golf Club. The present one will disappear under new town development.
* * * *

After a public enquiry Doncaster Rural Council has been given authority
to go ahead with the development of 90 acres at Crookhill Hall, 50 acres being
destined for a public golf course. The Ministry of Housing and Local Government
inspector reported that the site gave a unique opportunity to provide a golf course
in good scenic surroundings.

* * * *

The new Billingham Golf Course had its official opening last month. Mr
John Todd, of Brancepeth Castle, President of the English Golf Union, drove off
the first ball.

* * * *

Mr Gordon Higginson joined Wilpshire Golf Club in 1961 when his handicap
was about 10. He became Chairman of the Handicap Committee. Now his
handicap is 18. However Mr Higginson has just retired after 46 years’ service with
the Royal Insurance Company.

Granular Fertilisers

IDEAL FOR FAIRWAYS A
AND APPROACHES | GREENKEEPING'
THE CANNOCK AGRICULTURAL CO. LTD., CANNOCK, STAFFS \lATALOGUE




MAKING THE OPEN PAY

by REG MOORE

HE Open Golf Tournament should be

the major attraction of our golfing
season. As a sacred event, it is an
institution worth preserving and im-
proving. It is as British as Trooping the
Colour or cricket at Lord’s. It deserves a
better fate than just another tournament!

As the one British golf tournament
every year that can stir the public
imagination, it still takes second place to
exhibition matches on television by the
giant Americans and Gary Player.

The Open suffers from our balance of
payments problem. Income from recent
tournaments has cleared £20,000 in
admission charges and £2,500 in entry
fees. Parking fees bring in £16,000 a year,
with programme sales, advertising, film
rights, television screening and sundries.

Losses

But far from providing British golf
with a healthy balance in the kitty, the
Hoylake Open recently lost £1,500 and
Muirfield slightly more. Meantime, more
spectators must be attracted to the event
each year while the R. and A. endeavour
to make good the arrears.

Television might help repay some of the
fees, but obviously this cannot last for
ever. Fees have to remain modest to
attract the promising field youngsters.

Cash awards will surely increase, for
the day has long since passed when
golfers qualified for the Open mainly for
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its prestige value. The appeal of the Open
is universal, but will only remain so as
long as overseas stars are attracted to the
event. The top professionals in America
are ranked by the amount of money they
earn.

The champions of the world may think
long and hard about taking in the Open
on their itinerary if prize money doesn’t
match the top Open events on the other
side of the Atlantic.

More Money

Unfortunately, the R. and A. cannot
afford to keep up the present standard of
promotion and prize money. Only by
raising the entrance fee, or getting more
from the television rights and advertising,
will the Championship officials bridge the

gap.

But the event is so popular throughout
the world, that voluntary appeals should
be made and golfers could contribute into
a Championship Fund. The events lead-
ing up to it are merely the prelude to this
one great event on the British golfing
calendar. As the symbol of British golf,
the Open deserves support from every
golfer.

Footnote

Total ** Open ” prize money this year
will be £30,335, the winner getting £4,250,
an increase of £1,250 over last year.



BEN ELLIS RETIRES

BEN ELLIS retired at the beginning Good luck to him and look out
of April 1969 from his post as Head Romiley golfers.
Greenkeeper at Romiley Golf Club in
Cheshire, a post he has held since leav-
ing Reddish Vale Golf Club in 1930.
The Romiley Club have made Ben a
Life Member and the members are
subscribing to a fund which, together
with a testimonial bearing 500 signa-
tures, will be presented to Ben on
Captain’s Day in June.

Ben Ellis is a well-known and
respected character locally but his fame
has spread wider than the boundaries
of Romiley. He was, for 13 years,
Secretary of the North-West Section of
the B.G.G.A. and has been its Chair-
man. He has also represented the North-
West Section on the General Council
of the B.G.G.A.

It is now reported that Ben intends
to devote his time to playing golf and
getting his handicap of 12 reduced.

R R .

Fora
Complete
Service

——

/SPORTICULTURISTS

: Vgl L ¥
;e There’s no need to go to extremes  pAIN DISTRIBUTORS
to get perfect turf. With May and

| Baker Turf Products the remedy is simple, a complete
| rangg of products to give you perfect turf without any FOR MAY
| trouble. Parkers are your main distributors.
‘Mersil° and “Merfusan“—The Leading Turf Fungicides. & BAKER
‘ Supertox * 30, ‘Dicotox * Extra and ‘ Clovotox ‘—Selective

weedkillers for a variety of problems.
‘ lotox ‘—Controls Speedwells in Turf. TURF

‘ Mostox ‘—An effective moss killer for small areas of turf. s
} Also a variety of turf pest killers. PRODUCTS

T. PARKER & SONS - WORCESTER PARK - SURREY
‘ (TURF MANAGEMENT ) LTD. TEL.: DERwent 7791 01-337 0861 10 lines
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NEW CHAIRMAN FOR RANSOMES SIMS & JEFFERIES

IR Peter McClintock Greenwell, Bt.,

is taking over the chairmanship of

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd. from

Goeffrey Pawlyn, in September 1969. He

has been a director of Ransomes since

September 1962 and Deputy Chairman
since May 1966.

Sir Peter is a director of Anglia
Television Ltd., has been chairman of
the Ministry of Agriculture Sugar Beet
Research and Education Committee
since 1957; he is a Trustee of the Royal
Agricultural Society of England; a
member of East Suffolk and Norfolk
River Authority; and a member of
Norfolk Agricultural Station Executive
Committee.

In 1956 Sir Peter was a member of
the Agricultural Delegation to Russia
and of the Merritt Working Group,
N.LAE. in 1964/5.

In 1966 he was High Sheriff of
Suffolk, and since 1967 has been Presi-
dent of East Suffolk Branch of the
Country Landowners’ Association. He
is a former member and chairman of
Suffolk Agricultural Executive Com-
mittee, was a member of East Suffolk
County Council for 15 years, and for a
time was chairman of the Smallholdings
Committee.

Sir Peter, aged 54, farms 3,000 acres
at Butley and Orford in Suffolk. He
was educated at Winchester College,
and took a B.A. degree in agriculture
at Trinity College, Cambridge. During
his military service he served in the
Surrey and Sussex Yeomanry R.A.,
T.A., and gained the T.D. and a
Mention in Despatches in 1946. From
1940-45 he was a prisoner of war in
Germany.

MAY 7th Southern Section Spring Tournament.
7th Midland Section Spring Tournament.
13th North-West Section Spring Tournament.
14th East Midland Spring Tournament.
14th Northern Section Spring Tournament.
JUNE 4th Southern Section A.G.M.—Stirling Castle.
16th Sheffield Section Tournament—Hillsborough Golf Club.
24th Welsh Section A.G.M.—Royal Porthcawl Golf Club.
26th Midland Section Annual Match v. President’s Team.
AUGUST 11th \
}Zth I B.G.G.A. Annual Tournament—Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club.
3th
JULY 9th South-West Section Annual Tournament.



OWED TO HIS LORDSHIP—
ONE ROSE ON MIDSUMMER’S DAY

A Rose on Midsummer’s Day for Lord
and Lady Pilkington.

That is the ground rent with a gracious,
old-world touch about it that Grange
Park Golf Club, St Helens, will be paying.

The club has purchased the 116 acres of
their course at Prescot Road, on a lease of
999 years.

This required an arrangement for the
payment of ground rent. In the hard-
headed world of business it is usually a
cash sum. But it can be a * peppercorn ™
rent—a gesture rather than a business
transaction.

The courtly gesture of a rose came
when Lord Pilkington and the Grange
Park captain, Mr Bertie Fairclough, a
well-known solicitor in St Helens, were
discussing details of the sale of the golf
course land.

As they looked out on the clubhouse
gardens, they saw the head greenkeeper,
Mr Walter Sumner, carrying a bunch of
roses.

So Mr Fairclough nominated his
ground rent—a rose on Midsummer’s
Day.

Lord Pilkington was delighted with the
suggestion for one of the abiding interests
of himself and Lady Pilkington at Windle
Hall is rose growing.

On the more prosaic details of the
purchase of the golf course land, Mr
Fairclough reported to the annual club
dinner that members had agreed to con-
tribute £32,000. The remaining £8,000
will be raised by means of a loan.

It means that Grange Park members
have now a ‘““home of their own”
through the marked generosity of the
Pilkington glass group.

They offered the land at modest agri-
cultural value instead of the very high
price it could have commanded as
development land for house building.

With grateful acknowledgements to the
““ Wigan Evening Post and Chronicle .

FILL UP AND POST THIS FORM AT ONCE TO:—
HON. SECRETARY, B.G.G.A., ADDINGTON COURT GOLF CLUB,
FEATHERBED LANE, ADDINGTON, CROYDON, SURREY

B.G.G.A.

ANNUAL TOURNAMENT

1969

PYLE & KENFIG GOLF CLUB, PORTHCAWL, GLAM.
on 11th, 12th and 13th August

Please enter my name as a competitor and send me the full programme and
conditions of the competition and draw sheet when published.

NAME (Block Letters)

ADBDRESSE: el | RG-S ren el o b el S SRR e iy
GBI o oy e N e B.GGA; SECEION == ot
AN A e at (Course)'SSSIc v il ]

Place X in box if eligible for Artisan Medal
Place X in box if eligible for Coming of Age Cup (60 and over)
Place X in box if requiring a caddy car 1st day

2nd day

3rd day

ENTRIES CLOSE 30th JUNE
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THOSE WHO SERVE

Number 3 in the series of Profiles by Brigadier C. W. Morton, M.C.

JOSEPH BENEDICT CARRICK

OSEPH CARRICK is a compara-
tively young Head Greenkeeper as
service goes these days. He is only 53
years of age but has packed a lifetime
of experience into his total of 36 years’
have been as Head Greenkeeper. He
greenkeeping, the last 25 of which

first became a greenkeeper in 1933 at
Portmarnock Golf Club, Co. Dublin.
there in 1944 as

He went on from

Head Greenkeeper to Cill Daca Golf
Club, Kildare. There he remained until
1953, when he moved to Newlands
Golf Club, Dublin.

In 1955, he left Eire and came to
England as Head Greenkeeper to the
Northamptonshire County Golf Club,
where he is still serving. He joined the
B.G.G.A. in 1946 when he was getting
a wage of only 50/- per week. Now
he receives a worth-while wage, plus a
free cottage and also a free motor car.
He also receives a percentage of the
green fees. He tells me that his present
club, Northamptonshire County Golf
Club, is a very go-ahead club. It has
every possible machine and mechanical
device to cope with the work. It also

has a grinding machine to keep its
machinery in a high state of efficiency.

He thinks the job of greenkeeping is
a wonderful vocation. He was instru-
mental in forming the Irish Section of
the B.G.G.A. and held every office of
that Section at one time or another.
He later became a member of the
Executive Committee of the B.G.G.A.
He served on the Greenkeeping Advisory
Council to the former Board of Green-
keeping Research under the Chairman-
ship of Mr F. G. Hawtree. He is at
present a member of the East Midland
Section of the B.G.G.A. A fine record
of service over only 36 years and not
ended yet by a long chalk.

SAMUEL THOMAS McNEICE

AMUEL McNEICE, now aged 63,
has 43 year’s of greenkeeping ser-
vice to his credit. He is a son of the late
G. McNeice who was a founder-member
of the B.G.G.A. and Chairman at the
time of his death. It was under his
father’s expert guidance that he served
as an apprentice greenkeeper. He first
became a greenkeeper at Banstead
Down Golf Club. The following year
he went as an apprentice to the R.A.C.
at Epsom where he drove the first con-
verted T Model Ford to be used on
fairways. In 1928 he moved to Hearsall
Golf Club, Coventry, where he was
first assistant in charge of the greens
only. In this year he became a member
of the B.G.G.A. He moved to
Leamington Spa in 1930 to take over
the job of Head Greenkeeper and to
Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club in 1934.
During the war years he became an
agricultural engineer. After the war, he
went to Robin Hood Golf Club and
in 1951 to the Leicestershire Golf Club
where he is still serving.



He was Chairman of the B.G.G.A.
in 1960/61 and has been a keen golfer
all his life. His lowest handicap was 4
but he is now 10. He won the B.G.G.A.
Annual Tournament at Sudbury in
1951 playing in the 54-hole Senior
Medal and has won many Section
tournaments. He has also played for
the Scottish Greenkeepers’ Association
against England. He tells me that his
weekly pay when he joined as a boy
was 14/-, rising to £2 7s. 6d. when he
was 21 years of age. When he became

Head Greenkeeper in 1930 he still got
only £3 10s. 0d. weekly. How absurd
this looks now when he is in receipt of
a really good wage plus a free three-
bedroomed house. At long last Head

Greenkeepers seem to be paid an
adequate wage and given a free cottage/
house.

Few members can have such a fine
record of service to the B.G.G.A.
Throughout the years he has taken an
active part in Association affairs—the
formation of the S.W. Section of which
he is a past Secretary, the re-forming of
the Midland Section after the war,
Chairmanship of the Nottingham
Section (which is of course now the
East Midland Section) and Secretary

of the East Midland Section for many
years.

He says that he has enjoyed his life
as a greenkeeper and is very happy
with his present club. He has put in
a great lot of experience in his 43
years of greenkeeping and still has
seven more years to go for his half-
century. He will then be 70. All credit
to him.

FOR HIRE
SISIS AUTOTURFMAN AERATOR,
£25 per week—do it yourself. For
contract prices telephone Burnell,
Eaglescliffe 3647.
MISCELLANEOUS

PROFESSIONALS AND GREENKEEPERS having
stocks of used golf balls contact Sparkbrook
Golf Ball Co., 295 Highgate Road, Stoney
Lane, Birmingham, with a view to filling
export orders.

- FOR FAST GREENS

f.. 5

FIT A GRASS COMB
TO YOUR MOWER

STEWART & CO.,

FINE TURF SPECIALISTS i

EDINBURGH. EH2 2AY




The famous gasometer background gives away the secret rendezvous when

(reading from left to right) Keith Andrews, former England wicket-keeper, George

Simms and Major John Bywaters, M.B.E., Secretary to the P.G.A., met to
inspect a Harbilt electric golf buggy. The place? The Oval, of course!

BUGGIES, ELEPHANTS AND EXPERTS

THE pressure of the stiletto heel of
a lady’s shoe is relatively greater
than the weight of an elephant’s foot
and conversely the displacement of
weight at any one point of the tyres of
a Harbilt electric golf buggy is so
widely spread as to cause little or no
impression under reasonable conditions.

The manufacturers of the Harbilt
electric golf buggy point this out
because of the reference in our April
issue to the arrival of a new buggy
on the golfing scene. The Harborough
Construction Company Limited of
Market Harborough have been mak-
ing electric vehicles for over a quarter
of a century. They point out that their
buggies are made of fibre glass which
greatly reduces their weight and that,
by using specially large balloon tyres

made by Goodyear, they avoid causing
anything like the marks left behind by
trolleys, the tyres of which are narrow
and carry a tread.

The Harbilt is, in fact, an all-British-
made buggy with the exception of
these tyres imported from the U.S.A.
We are delighted to hear that electric
buggies are part of our export drive and
are actually being exported to North
America.

A number of clubs—among them
Moor Park, Berkshire, and the Isle of
Purbeck—are now trying them out
under leasing arrangements.

The B.B.C. use them at all major
televised Tournaments and the P.G.A.
now always have a Harbilt as their
official “Rules Buggy ”.
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