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is important to our highly skilled team of maintenance
and service engineers.

Immediate delivery of spare parts—from the largest
stock of spares in the trade.

An immediate service exchange assembly (engines, cut«
ting cylinders, magnetos, etc.). Reliable maintenance
service to keep your equipment in top working order.

Our Service Engineers and Demonstrators are avail
able at any time. H.P. facilities available.

NEW EQUIPMENT
ALWAYS IN STOCK

Distributors and Authorised
Repair Agents to Ransomes,
Sims and Jefferies. Official
London Area Distributors for

(Ransomes

Specialist Machines

Main Agents and Distribut-
ors for Clinton and Briggs &

Stratton Engines
Officially Appointed Service
Depot, for

L‘l&'m) & JEP

Industrial and Agricultural
Engines
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HONDA AGENTS

RELF AND KENDALL
406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON, SURREY. CRO 0578

11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET. BARNET 8228

Member of the British Golf Member of the National
Greenkeepers’ Association Association of Groundsmen

Contractors to: Municipal Authorities, Sports Clubs, Golf Clubs, Reconditioning and
Maintenance of all grass cutting equipment
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The famous course at St Andrews, Scotland,

FOUNDED 1912 has one bunker known as * Hell ”, because it’s
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By Appointment to Her Majesty the Queen
Charles H. Pugh Ltd. Motor Mower Manufacturers

aATCO

ATCO GANG MOWERS
FOR THE FAIRWAYS

There are three models available. The popular
general-purpose model No. 1; the heavy-duty
No. 2; and now:

The NEW MODEL No. 3 with these star

features:

Y Special two-section gearbox makes cutter
changing a moment’s job — no stripping!

% 10” Heavy-duty cutter unit of advanced
design for outstanding cutting and clearing
efficiency.

% Even less time needed for maintenance — For
example: oil bath changes, ONCE A YEAR
only!—making more time for mowing!

% Full width rear roller for fine turf mowing—
Easily attached and detached to suit varying
conditions.

Atco Gang Mowers are only some of the many

machines in the Atco complete range, from the

12” to the 34" roller type, as well as rotary grass

cutters and side-wheel mowers.

PRICES FOR TRIPLES RANGE FROM £317

FOR THE GOLF COURSE

... and for Life

g#=— and perhaps

most important of all . . .
IMPECCABLE SERVICE
EVERYWHERE there is an
ATCO Engineer attached to an
ATCO owned Branch ready to
advise on any problem in con-
nection with grass cutting,

DEMONSTRATIONS OF ANY ATCO
CAN BE ARRANGED TO SUIT YOU
OR YOUR GREENS COMMITTEE

The 20" SPECIAL
FOR ‘SUPERFINE’ MOWING OF GREENS

This *self-contained’ motor mower has
become recognised as the best
machine of all for the main-
tenance of the perfect finish
required for the Greens.
The specification is com-
plete and will maintain
peak performance — for

life. £95

CHARLES H. PUGH LIMITED : P.O. BOX 256 - ATCO WORKS ‘- BIRMINGHAM 9



TEE SHOTS

by the Editor

The whole Association will be saddened by the news of the death
of Mrs Bretherton in April. After undergoing two operations she had
returned home, and we had all looked forward to seeing her restored
to full health at this year’s Tournament. We send all our sympathy
to our President.

New Courses

Malton and Norton’s 9-hole course will soon be extended to eighteen. The
East Riding Planning Authority has now approved the 56-acre extension.

Theydon Bois will soon has a second golf eourse. Epping and Ongar Rural
District Council plan a par-3 course, driving range, putting course and club room
on 27 acres.

Theydon Bois Golf Club itself may also extend to 18 holes soon.

Gosby Golf Club, Leicester, is completing another nine holes to bring the
course up to full size.

Worcestershire Golf Club is also planning to double its nine holes. But
this club was 18 holes before the war. Now Army housing occupies most of the
original first half.

Changes

Worksop Golf Club is making four new holes to give more length and avoid
an area where a new road will eventually cut across a corner of the course.
George Herrington is helping in his spare time and tree clearance, cultivations
and green formations are already complete.

Problem

The rapid growth of ** Pitch and Putt™ Clubs in Ireland has led them to form
their own union. But any course with a hole over 90 yards long is barred as
it is considered too near the real thing. The 90-yard-plus courses come into the
par-3 category but their players’ handicaps cause a problem. A 10-handicap
man on a 54 par gets two extra strokes when he plays on a full scale par-70 and
mops all the trophies in sight. There will be a par-3 greenkeeper in the Association
soon. You have been warned.



GREENKEEPING ON BOTH SIDES OF THE
ATLANTIC

by L. H. RYAN, ADVISORY OFFICER
THE SPORTS TURF RESEARCH INSTITUTE

IN such a large country as the U.S.A.
there are, of course, wide variations
in climate. However, it may be of
some interest to make certain general
comparisons between greenkeeping in
the U.S.A. and greenkeeping in Britain.

Broadly speaking, maintenance of
golf courses in the U.S.A. is on a much
higher plane than in Britain. I am not
saying that the greenkeeper is better
educated or experienced, but the clubs
in the United States spend more money
on maintenance, more on materials and
have at their disposal a far greater
range of equipment.

Costs

In the U.S. it is generally accepted
that a minimum of £1,400 per hole is
spent each year on maintenance (this
is the average 18-hole golf club —
not the larger plush country club) while
in Britain the average maintenance
cost would be perhaps £400 per hole.
These are only rough estimates but
suffice to show the great difference in
average maintenance costs per year
between the two countries.

It should be noted, however, that
clubs regardless of location are quite
variable in their maintenance standards
and in their budgets. Because of geo-
graphical location, length of season may
vary in different areas thus affecting
the degree of maintenance required.

Mechanical equipment

In the U.S. mechanisation is in-
creasing, and machinery is becoming
more and more specialised. The actual
headquarters of the greenkeeper are
assuming more and more importance
in the scheme of things. No longer has
he to operate from an antiquated barn,
but has a modern, well-equipped build-
ing including offices, equipment storage,

up-to-date facilities for his men and a
repair shop complete with carpenter.
He usually has a skilled mechanic who
maintains his expanded range of equip-
ment to a high standard of operating
efficiency. Since the end of World War
I greenkeeping has undoubtedly made
great progress from the point of view
of mechanisation — a trend which
labour shortages have accelerated. New
mowing equipment for instance has
come on the market (both rotary and
cylinder types) and the time taken to
cut the grass has been reduced still
further. Although mowers in Britain
have had their efficiency increased to
the same extent, on British courses the
greens are mown only three times a week
on average at the height of the growing
season. In the U.S. most clubs during
the summer season mow every day and
very few clubs mow less than five times
a week.

New types of sprayers, distributors,
spikers, sprinklers, etc., have made the
job easier for the greenkeeper, cheaper
for the club and have produced superior
results.

Some of the American equipment is
sold in Britain, through agents, and is
proving popular with greenkeepers and
groundsmen.

It is, of course, necessary to find the
right sort of man to get the best out
of improved machines. As in farming,
the tendency will probably be to use
more and more machines and still fewer
men. The natural outcome of this will
be improved conditions for the men
and higher wages.

Materials

Everywhere now there is a continuous
flow of new and more efficient fungi-
cides, herbicides, insecticides, growth

(Continued on page 6)



Book Review

MASTER GOLFER

Those brought up in sight of a golf
course, like J. H. Taylor or the Whit-
combes, develop a realistic approach to
the game which stands them in good
stead in the pressures of golf for a living.
Now Jimmy Hitchcock, son of one of
the Southern Section’s best-known mem-
bers, describes the process in a delightful
mixture of personal history, anecdotes,
and views of the inside of the profes-
sional circuit entitled ** Master Golfer ™
(published by Stanley Paul, price 30s.).

Father was a strict taskmaster and
kept his young son firmly on the hard
road to success. Dick Burton was the
next strong influence and both recur
throughout the book at critical times.
The younger Hitchcock, himself, was a
real worker at the game and all his
family helped him on in the early days.

One might think that a professional
golfer would forget the details of rounds
played years ago. Not so J. Hitchcock.
The exact problems, fortunes, and
turning points of every round in 20 or
more key events are relived in sharp
focus. It is better than watching the real
thing. Each stroke is seen through the
eyes of the player and the excitement and
the tension come through clearly.

A good book for any greenkeeper with
a young son keen on the game. In fact
a good book for anyone to read. If you
see the film * How to succeed in business
without really trying”, this book will
provide the antidote. No young profes-
sional golfer ever gets to the top without
quite exceptional dedication to his job.
Jimmy Hitchcock obviously has that
quality.

RANSOMES
AUTO-CERTES

The 18” Auto-Certes is specially
designed for the highest quality turf
on bowling greens, putting and golf
greens. It is powered by a 119 c.c.
British four-stroke engine and has a
ten-knife cylinder giving 106 cuts per
yard. Precision adjustment for height
of cut is variable between }” and 17,
and separate landroll and cylinder
clutches assist manoeuvrability and
give perfect ‘dual control’. Power
driven transport wheels, which are
attached in a moment are available and
the machine is of lightweight construc-
tion causing a minimum of ground
compaction.

Get on to Gibbs for a demonstration
or details — TODAY!

J. GIBBS LTD

Bedfont, Middlesex Tel: Feltham 5071
and Ripley, Surrey Tel: Ripley 3101




(Continued from page 4)

regulators and fertilizers. = They are
possibly more readily accepted and
more widely used in the U.S. than in
Britain.

In the U.S. fertilizer certainly is more
generously used on greens, fairways and
even in the rough. The average club
member likes a good green turf and is
willing to spend the extra money to
achieve it. The latest in fertilizer, stor-
age facilities and distribution equip-
ment is given to the greenkeeper and
the members expect no excuses if he
fails to produce results.

From the Playing Angle

British courses offer the best test of
golf I personally have ever seen. Typical
of so many foreign courses, yet unlike
so many courses in the U.S., they put
the emphasis on accuracy rather than

distance. British courses really make
one think. The English greezs are

also much smaller than the U.S. and the
approaches more closely guarded. If
the player strays from the fairway the
rough will cost him at least a stroke
to recover.

Mr Ryan is himself an American,
now in the employ of The S.T.R.I.—
Editor.

21st ANNIVERSARY FOR
MOUNTAINS OF MORLEY

The opening on 7th March in Jack-
son Lane, Morley, nr. Leeds for W.
Mountain & Son Limited, known
throughout the north as Mountains of
Morley, marked the twenty-first anni-
versary of the founding of the firm.
The premises were officially opened by
Mr G. W. Bone, managing director of
Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies Limited of
Ipswich. It also marked a success story
of a man whose faith and ambition has
seen a thriving business concern grow
through the years from a small busi-
ness venture which he launched on the
6th March 1946 in premises in Church
Street, Morley, to one of the largest
distributors and stockists in the north
of England.

As a guide to the types of equipment
to be found at the showrooms, these
are the companies for which the firm
has been appointed main distributors:
Sisis, Ransomes, Hayter, Norton Villiers,
Allen, B.S.A., Mayfield, J.A.P., Mount-
field, Honda, Flymo, Wrigley, Tarpen,
Bonser and Synchemicals. They are
stockists, too, of ATCO, Suffolk, Qual-
cast, Webb, Parvac, Munivac, Garden-
master, Wolf, Pinnock, Clinton, Briggs,
and Stratton, Aspera and many others.

FOR HIRE
SISIS AUTOTURFMAN Aerator for hire, £25 per week — Do it yourself. J. B.
Burnell, 2 Clarence Road, Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees.

everything
for the Golf
Course

Turf cutting machines. Flagstaffs
and Flags. Hose reels. Tee Mats.
Mud brushes. Drag brushes. Sprinklers.
Gang rollers. Harrows. Line Markers.
Tools. Machines of all types for
everything concerned with Golf courses.

Send for catalogue.

H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD. STANMORE MIDDLESEX

Telephone: 01-954 4171
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NITROFORM

CONTROLLED RELEASE
Nitrogen Fertiliser

NITROFORM is an organic turf fertiliser containing 38 %, nitrogen.

[ Does not scorch [ Releases nitrogen—the vital plant food

[0 Is labour saving—only one for grass throughout the growing season

application needed a year [0 Easy to spread by hand or distributor

[ Has no smell

One application feeds the grass for a whole year, giving a healthy sward
of a rich, deep, green colour and a strong root system. =
~

Also available in compound fertilisers. \

Ask for NITROFORM at your usual supplier of .
fertilisers. In case of difficulty write to:

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DEPARTMENT HERCULES

HERCULES POWDER COMPANY LIMITED

ONE GREAT CUMBERLAND PLACE, LONDON, W.1. Telephone AMBassador 7766
7



I.P.A. Exhibition

The International Park Administra-
tion Congress and Exhibition at Stan-
mer Park, Brighton, on 18th-19th May
will be the first show in 1967 at which
Ransomes will exhibit their range of
Grass Machinery for both the profes-
sional and domestic user. Ransomes
are justifiably proud of the fact that
they build the widest range of Grass
Machinery in the world.

Amongst the machines on show will
be the well-known Marquis. This is
a mower which has gained the reputa-
tion for being the finest in its class.
Available as an 18” or a 207, the
Marquis is powered by a 119 c.c. B.S.A.
engine which has been specially silenced
to make the mower smooth and quiet
running. An extra large capacity grass
box is fitted, and dual controls make
this machine very easy to handle.

The six-knife cutting cylinder gives
64 cuts per yard — enough to keep the
most aristocratic of lawns velvety
smooth.

Ransomes’ stand (No. 117) will be
staffed by the company’s sales and
service reprcsenldtives who will answer
all questions and inquiries about the
Ransomes range of Grass Machinery.

SITUATIONS VACANT

FARNHAM GOLF CLUB WILL SHORTLY
require Head Greenkeeper. Accommodation
provided. Write, stating experience, to Sec-
retary, Farnham Golf Club, Sands, Farn-
ham, Surrey.

HEAD GREENKEEPER FOR MOOR

Park Golf Club. Applicants should be ex-
ceptionally experienced and under 45 years
of age. A high salary will be paid to the
successful applicant and excellent accom-
modation will be provided free.
Apply, in writing, to the Secretary. Moor
Park Golf Club Ltd., Rickmansworth,
Herts., stating age and qualification and
when free to take up the post. A reference
will be required.

HEAD GREENKEEPER REQUIRED FOR
18-hole course in S.W. London /Surrey area.
Assistant staff of four. Ample machinery
available. Good salary. No accommodation
but living allowance will be paid to the
right man. Applications, with details of
qualifications, to the Secretary, Home Park
Golf Club, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon
Thames, Surrey.

Ask John Campbell

how up sprinklers
will go ﬁ) keep your greens

in championship condition
like those on the Old Course
at St. Andrews

With some of the largest greens

in the world to look after, John
Campbell is always ready to take
advantage of new developments
which help increase day to day
work efficiency at St. Andrews.
This is why he is so enthusiastic
about pop-up sprinklers! Once
installed (there's no interference
with play) pop-ups water greens
at night, automatically, giving a
full day’s play, every day. Pop-up
sprinklers water evenly, regularly
promoting greens of the right
texture that ‘hold’ a dropping ball
and putt smoothly even in the
driest of weather. Pop-ups save
time, labour, money — but don't
just take our word for it, ask John
Campbell, Links Supervisor, for
his opinion!

RAIN SYSTEMS

BRITISH OVERHEAD IRRIGATION LTD

UPPER HALLIFORD-SHEPPERTON-MIDDLESEX-ENGLAND,




Flymo

19" Professional
-air cushion mower

Long grass or short—wet or dry—on level ground, steep slopes,

or in the most awkward corners—the Flymo Professional

makes light of all difficulties. 4 hp 3 port 2 stroke engine gives

all the power needed. Adjustable rev. regulator for heavy conditions
and fibreglass hood to ensure longer life.

Flymo-mowing made easy on a cushion of air

Send today for full details to :-Institutional Division: Flymo Limited-Penn Place:Rickmansworth - Herts



MAY 8th
10th
11th
23rd
23rd

JUNE 13th
l4th

20th
22nd

JuLy 3rd

AUGUST 7th, 8th, 9th
27th

SEPTEMBER 21st

East Midland Spring Tournament — Leicestershire G.C.

Southern Spring Tournament — Romford G.C.

S.G.G.A. Visit to Kilspindie G.C.

North-West Spring Tournament — Davyhulme G.C.
Midland Spring Tournament — Whittington Barracks G.C.

Midland Visit to Sutton & Sons.
Southern A.G.M. — Stirling Castle.

Welsh A.G.M. — Royal Porthcawl G.C.
Midland President’s Match — Handsworth G.C.

Midland Summer Cup and A.G.M. — Habberley G.C.

Annual Tournament — Walton Heath.
Northern President’s Match — Filey G.C.

Northern Match with Sheffield — Otley G.C.

l]—R. C. CRA'G We will gladly call on you to

l AND CO. LTD. equipment or arrange demonstra-
SPECIALISTS IN THE REPAIR AND - s
MAINTENANCE OF ALL TYPES OF MOWERS tions. Rlng us now.
% Agents for: RANSOMES SIMS &
JEFFERIES Ltd. *
% LLOYDS & Co. Ltd.
WEBBS LAWN MOWERS I53 Arch Stamford Brook
% Distributors: DENNIS BROS Ltd. Station, LONDON, W.6.
 GANG MOWERS FOR HIRE RIVERSIDE 5415

advise on your grass cutting
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