and

=12 The lettersthat represent
the highest ever standards
of mower selection and
Service

(No wonder — the showrooms are packed with top-name machinery.)

RELF AND KENDALL
406 BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON, SURREY. CRO 0578

11 STATION ROAD, NEW BARNET. BARNET 8228
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We shall be exhibiting at the Brighton Parks Exhibition, May 18/19. Why not pay us a visit?
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By appointment to

For Superfine Mowing . ..the .

Charles H. Pugh Ltd.
-z - —_—— 7

20"
‘Sgeciql ’

+

Acknowledged as the supreme machine for Golf greens and other fine turf areas by
specialists at home and overseas, the ATCO 20" Special represents the finest investment
that can be made for the care and maintenance of greens.

Here are a few features from the outstanding specification of this superb machine:

12 BLADED CUTTER gives smooth close finish.

POWERED TRANSPORTING CARRIER for rapid movement from green to green.
FULL WIDTH DIVIDED ROLLER for manoeuvrability and high output.

Remember ATCO supremacy is based on service. A unique nationwide network of
ATCO Service Branches is on hand with advice on all your grass-cutting problems.

For a demonstration on your own turf or for an informative folder giving full specification, write to:
CHARLES H. PUGH LTD., P.O. Box 256, ATCO WORKS, TILTON ROAD, BIRMINGHAM 9.




by the Editor

Retirement—Midland

E. Benbow retired from his position as Head Greenkeeper at the Handsworth
Golf Club, Birmingham, last month after 47 years with the Club, 38 of them in
charge of the course. He first went to Handsworth under Walter Drewitt whose
next move was to Burhill. The previous Head Greenkeeper was Wally Smithers,
Hon. Secretary of the B.G.G.A. for many years. First assistant V. W. Smith now
takes over.

Ben won the championship cup at the B.G.G.A. tournaments at Streetly and
Brighton and was runner-up at St Annes. Asked if he had noticed any special
changes in greenkeeping since he first came into it he said he * could write a
book . We all hope he does and wish him many years of happy retirement.

Retirement—North-West

Charles Brassington is another stalwart Association member reaching retirement
age in March. He was chairman of the North-West Section for many years and
has only served on two golf courses in his working life, Heaton Moor and
Crompton and Royton. He ended his service to the latter club by making two
new holes and is now going to fill in his time with gardening and looking after
a bowling green. We expect he will also be calling at the golf club for a chat with
a past captain and green committee chairman who still takes a great interest
in the club and is also called Brassington. Jim Collinge from Saddleworth has
taken over as Charles’ successor.

Non-retirement

When seen last month, Len Akin of the Sale Golf Club was still in harness
though he might be thinking of setting a date to make a change. This is reasonable
enough as Len, whose rosy cheeks proclaim excellent health, will be 80 on 2nd
August this year. We must also send him another bunch of telegrams on 29th
August. He will then be only two years off his Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
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TEE SHOTS—continued

Monkey

A simple and inexpensive tool which ought to be more widely used is the
“ Monkey ” pest hole borer. Costing under £3 its auger will bore holes to a
considerable depth if the three foot extensions are added. Apart from holes for
fencing, a quick answer to wet hollows can sometimes be produced if the holes
are filled with graded rubble or stone. At Kingswood in Surrey, they bored
through clay to the chalk and cured a multitude of ills.

FOR HIRE

SISIS AUTOTURFMAN Aerator for hire, £25 per week — Do it yourself. J. B.
Burnell, 2 Clarence Road, Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees.

Mini
TRACTOR

It's light, it's the most
versatile tractor ever, with
950 c.c. BMC diesel,

9 forward gears, P.T.O.,
live hydraulics, mechanical
depth control, differential
lock, disc brakes and
much more.

Price £585 0s. 0d.

H.P.U. Model

(Standard Model
£515 10s. 0d.)

J.GIBBS LTD - BEDFONT - MIDDLESEX .=

Telephone: Feltham 5071 ua:ola-hmin :




Birdie

We cannot guarantee your form, but when it comes to the con-
dition of the course, May & Baker Ltd has the answer in its range
of selective weedkillers and fungicides. No matter what the sport,
May & Baker brand products will improve conditions, by giving

you perfect turf.

‘CLOVOTOX"* Selective weedkiller for controlling clovers.

‘DICOTOX"* Showerproof selective weedkiller for general
weed control in turf.

‘DICOTOX'* EXTRA  Fourtimes as concentrated as ‘Dicotox’, for greater
economy o:) larger areas of sports turf.

‘10TOX"* Specific selective weedkiller for the control of
speedwells and parsley piert in turf.

‘SUPERTOX'* 30 Broad-spectrum selective weedkiller for turf.
Kills weeds and clovers.

‘MERSIL"* Concentrated turf fungicide with rapid and lasting
activity. Recommended for moss control.

‘MERFUSAN"* Turf fungicide with similar range of action to that of
‘Mersil’. For dry application.

‘MOS-TOX"* A really effective moss killer.

DDT CONCENTRATE For the control of turf pests including
leatherjackets.

*trade mark M&B brand products

May & Baker Ltd Dagenham Essex Tel:01-592 3060 Exts: 342 and 359

HAI1808




Greenkeepers ought to know all about obstructions on their courses.

T his article

describes what can happen and sums up the rules.

WHAT TO DO ABOUT OBSTRUCTIONS
By JOSEPH C. DEY, JR.

IT was a sad story the new golfer was
telling:

*“My drive was right down the
middle,” he said; ** one of the few I hit
in the fairway all day. But I found the
ball nestling against a water outlet.

*Well, 1 tried to hit it with my No.
3 iron. Not only was it a punk shot, but
I broke my club, and it was a new one.”

*“But why didn’t you lift the ball? ™
his friend asked.

*“ Lift it? I thought you had to play
the ball as it lies all the time.”

That’s a good, safe way to start life
as a golfer — to play the ball as it lies.
But there are times when the ball may
be lifted and its position improved with-
out penalty.

The average golfer is inclined to
regard the Rules of Golf as being mainly
prohibitions and obligations—you can’t
do this and you must do that. That dim
view is an uninformed view.

The Rules contain a great many rights
and privileges which can be appreciated
only by reading the code. An important
Rule in this respect is the one which the
new golfer in the sad incident above
could have invoked but did not — Rule
31, dealing with obstructions. This Rule
is a prolific source of questions submitted
to the US.G.A.

Artificial or Natural?

It should first be understood what is
meant by the term *‘obstruction ™.
Artificial things in general are obstruc-
tions (a can or a hydrant, for example).
Natural things are not obstructions.
Definition 20 in the Rules provides:

*“ An ® obstruction ’ is anything arti-
ficial, whether erected, placed or left
on the course, except:

‘“ (a) Objects defining out of bounds,
such as walls, fences, stakes and
railings;

*(b) Artificial surfaces and sides of
roads and paths;

“(c) In water hazards, artificially
surfaced banks or beds, including

bridge supports when part of such a
bank. Bridges and bridge supports
which are not part of such a bank are
obstructions.

*“(d) Any construction declared by
the Committee to be part of the
course.”

Thus obstructions include such things
as:

pipes water outlets buildings
vehicles bottles shelters
paper rakes hoses

To contrast such artificial things with
natural objects (which are not obstruc-
tions), Definition 17 describes loose im-
pediments as follows:

*“The term ‘loose impediments’
denotes natural objects not fixed or
growing and not adhering to the ball,
and includes stones not solidly em-
bedded, leaves, twigs, branches and
the like, dung, worms and insects and
casts or heaps made by them.”

In summary: An obstruction is
artificial. A loose impediment is natural.

How to Treat an Obstruction

Relief from an obstruction is provided
for in Rule 31.
The first

problems:

“ Any movable obstruction may be
removed. If the ball be moved in so
doing, it shall be replaced on the
exact spot from which it was moved,
without penalty. If it be impossible to
determine the spot or to replace the
ball on the exact spot from which it
was moved, the ball shall, through the
green or in a hazard, be dropped, or
on the putting green be placed, as
near as possible to the spot from
which it was moved but not nearer
the hole, without penalty.

“When a ball is in motion, an
obstruction other than an attended
flagstick and equipment of the players
shall not be removed.”

(Continued on page 10)

section  presents  no



TORO. by Flymo
o=l

TORO 21"Greensmaster
-for the perfect finish.

Specially designed for golf or bowling greens, tennis courts and all places
where a superlative standard of finish is called for.

147 cuts per yard. Unigue floating action isolates the cutting unit

from the traction and catcher sections, eliminating gouging and digging.
Perfect grass collection even in the wettest conditions.

Powered by a 3 hp 4-stroke Tecumseh engine.

Toro by Flymo—highest work rate, lowest running cost.

L il i |
Send today for full details to : Institutional Division« Flymo Limited - Penn Place+ Rickmansworth- Herts
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SPECIAL

APRIL 10th  Irish Section Visit to Royal Dublin G.C.
11th  S5.G.G.A. West, Spring Tournament, Western Gailes G.C.
11th  Welsh Spring Tournament, Llanishen G.C.
27th  Sheffield A.G.M., Brunswick Hotel.
27th  North-East Spring Tournament, Durham City G.C.

MAY 4th  Northern Spring Tournament, West Bradford G.C.
8th  East Midland Spring Tournament, Leicestershire G.C.
10th  Southern Spring Tournament, Romford G.C.
11th  S.G.G.A. East Visit, Kilspindie G.C.
23rd  North-West Spring Tournament, Davyhulme Park G.C.
23rd  Midland Spring Tournament, Whittington Barracks G.C.

JUNE 13th  Midland Visit to Sutton & Sons Ltd.
14th  Southern A.G.M., Stirling Castle.

20th  Welsh A.G.M.,, Royal Porthcawl! G.C.
22nd  Midland. President’s Match, Handsworth G.C.

BRITAIN'S MOST ECONOMICAL

FERTILISERS

Order now for Spring application

SUPATURF ‘A’ 47 4

for all fine turf areas. Per Cwt.
SUPATURF ‘C

for Football Grounds, Cricket 36 Al

Outfields, Golf Fairways, etc. Per Cwt.

All prices inciude delivery. Special prices for bulk quantities on application.

SUPATURF PRODUCTS LTD. WERRINGTON, PETERBOROUGH. TELEPHONE 71271/2
GRASS SEEDS - FERTILISERS - DRESSINGS - SPORTS GROUND, PARK & HORTICULTURAL SUPPLIES

REQUIREMENTS| -




Flymo

19" Professional
-air cushion mower

Long grass or short—wet or dry—on level ground, steep slopes,
orin the most awkward corners—the Flymo Professional

makes light of all difficulties. 4 hp 3 port 2 stroke engine gives

all the power needed. Adjustable rev. regulator for heavy conditions
and fibreglass hood to ensure longer life.

Flymo-mowing made easy on a cushion of air

; P e L” % « ]
Send today for full details to :-Institutional Division:Flymo Limited-Penn Place-Rickmansworth - Herts



(Continued from page 6)

Suppose a rake has been left in a
bunker. Your ball comes to rest against
the rake. As the rake is movable, you
may remove it. If your ball is moved
in the process, you must place or drop
it as specified.

The second section of Rule 31 deals
with immovable obstructions:

*“ When the ball lies on or touches
an immovable obstruction, or when an
immovable obstruction within two
club-lengths of the ball interferes with
the player’s stance, stroke or back-
ward movement of his club for the
stroke in the direction in which he
wishes to play, the ball may be lifted
without penalty. Through the green or
in a hazard, the ball shall be dropped,
or on the putting green placed, within
two club-lengths of that point on the
outside of the obstruction nearest
which the ball originally lay; it must
not come to rest in, on or touching
the obstruction or nearer the hole than
its original position.

* The player may not measure over,
through or under the obstruction.

‘ Interference with the line of play
is not of itself interference under this
Rule.

“(Ball in hazard—Rule 22-2b.) "

When the Rule Applies

In the first place, we may apply Rule
31-2 if the ball lies on or touches an
immovable obstruction.

Secondly, we may also apply the Rule
when all three of the following condi-
tions exist:

1. There must be intereference with
the player’s stance or stroke or the back-
ward movement of his club for the
stroke.

2. The interference must come from an
obstruction which is immovable.

3. The obstruction must be within
two club-lengths of the ball.

If any one of these three conditions
is not present, you can’t invoke this
section of the Rule.

But assuming all three conditions do
exist, what relief does the Rule allow?
Well, you may lift the ball, without
penalty. Then, everywhere except on
the putting green, you drop it within two
club-lengths of that point on the outside
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of the obstruction nearest which the ball
originally lay, and it must come to rest
not nearer the hole. On the putting
green you place it as described above.

Note that you don’t drop it within two
club-lengths of where the ball originally
lay. Suppose the ball originally lay a
club-length from a protective screen
which interfered with your back-swing.
If you were allowed to drop it within
two club-lengths of where it originally
lay, you might drop it a total of three
club-length from the screen.

To make matters uniform and fair, the
Rule requires dropping the ball within
two club-lengths of that point on the
outside of the screen nearest which the
ball originally lay. Here is an example:

GREEN
BALL
¢
Peae!
/
/
’J‘
PROTECTIVE
SCREEN

Point X is that point of the screen
nearest which the ball originally lay.
You are allowed to drop within two
club-lengths of that point, not nearer
the hole than where the ball first lay.
Thus, if the straight dotted line is two
club-lengths long, you may drop the
ball anywhere within the territory
bounded by the curved dotted line, pro-
vided the ball comes to rest not nearer
the hole than its original position. You
may not measure over, through or under
the obstruction in determining where to
drop within two club-lengths.

Out-of-Bounds Stakes Not Obstructions

Under Definition 20, stakes or similar
objects used to mark out of bounds are
not obstructions. Therefore, they may
not be pulled up. If they interfere with a
stroke or stance, there is no free relief
from them.

Various means are used to define

(Continued on page 14)



