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N O B O D Y BUT US C H I C K E N S 

Locker room attendants are a carefully trained lot One Saturday evening about six, one answered the telephone and a female voice said " Is my husband still there? " 
"No, ma'am," replied the boy promptly " How can you say he isn't there before I even tell you who I ami " asked the woman at the other end of the line wrath-fully 
" It don't make any difference, lady" said the boy " They ain't never nobody's husband herel " 

The Association is affiliated to the English and Welsh Golf Unions. 
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TEE SHOTS 

by the Editor 
On a later page is printed an admirable review of the events leading up to 

the Minister's decision not to allow a new golf course on moorland near Keswick. 
The opinions expressed will coincide with those of our readers. We may be 
biased but it is difficult to consider that a golf course intrudes on any landscape. 

The Minister thought the texture of the grass would be out of character He 
is evidently not a botanist. We, ourselves, read patiently last year the comments 
of a county planning department on a new golf course in parkland of high land-
scape value. The chief recommendation in that case was that the greens under 
construction should be covered with soil. 

The Minister might have been on safer ground if he had been concerned 
about bunkers. But a glimpse of those at Walton Heath or Woodbridge where 
heather, sand and fescue blend most agreeably would surely have softened his 
attitude. Or, like Berkhampstead, we could do without them altogether 

Tees could be treated appropriately and greens present no problem. Only 
the club-house and car-park require careful thought and treatment. This question 
seems not to have exercised the Minister's mind, no doubt because it is of 
increasing complexity at the ancient monuments under the control of the Minister 
of Works. 

Fortunately there is an increasing number of golfers who only see a pretty 
hole in wild country as an improvement on Nature. A set of nine or 18 is 
certainly the best way to get people into the fresh air and countryside which 
at present too many prefer to view from inside the family saloon. 

If the Minister is right, golfers will no doubt be agitating for the removal 
of sheep from the fells on the grounds that they are not part of the natural fauna. 
Human beings often spoil the view too. 

It is unfortunate that the fundamental principle could not have been stated 
as a general one before a public inquiry engaged much trouble and expenditure. 
The Minister could then have saved those involved a lot of time, not least that 
of his own Inspector 



TAKING OVER A NEW APPOINTMENT AS 
HEAD GROUNDSMAN 

Things you should do 
by D. H Pearse, Head Groundsman, Steel Company of Wales Sports Ground 

THE days when a groundsman was an 
individual with a wheelbarrow, a 

spade and a broom are as dead as the 
dodo Over the past 20 years a new 
conception of what a groundsman is and 
what he is responsible for has gradually 
emerged. There are associations who 
see to this. They set examinations, 
appoint district committees, advise on 
hours and wages, in fact, have put the 
whole matter on an efficient and recog-
nised plane. It behoves a Head 
Groundsman, therefore, to act up to the 
standards required and see that his staff 
do, too. On taking over a new appoint-
ment as Head Groundsman there are 
essential points to check, which can be 
listed as follows 
A . MEET THE STAFF 
B. CHECK THE INVENTORY OF TOOLS. 
C . CHECK THE I N V E N T O R Y OF 

MACHINERY 
D . SEE THAT THE POWERED ONES START 

IF NOT WHY NOT ? 
E . CHECK ALL K I T 
F CHECK ALL MONIES. 
G CHECK GROUND PLAN FOR DRAINAGE 

SYSTEM AND BOUNDARIES. ENQUIRE 
ABOUT RIGHTS OF WAY LOCATION OF 
GAS MAINS AND ELECTRIC CABLES, 
BENCH MARKS. 

H . CHECK FERTILISERS FOR GENERAL 
CONDITION L A B E L L I N G AND 
QUANTITY 

I . CHECK THE SECURITY OF SHEDS. 
J MEET THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CLUB 

OR PERSON IN CHARGE TO ESTABLISH 
GOOD RELATIONS. 

K . CHECK ALL BUILDINGS FOR WEATHER 
PROOFING. 

A. Meeting the Staff 
It is essential that you speak to mem-

bers of your staff individually in order to 
estimate their capabilities as groundsmen 
and their physique. Make it quite clear 
to them in a rational manner—never 
bluster, it only weakens your position— 

what you expect of them, and once 
having made yourself and your ideas 
clear NEVER walk back on them. 
B. Check the Inventory of Tools 

This you must do in case of any 
deficiencies in the stock, at the same 
time you can take a note of any worn 
out tools that should be replaced, and 
make out or have made out orders for 
new ones. 
C. Check Inventory of Machinery 

Check the inventory of machinery 
against the machinery produced in case 
of deficiencies. Watch out that the 
numbers tally It has been known for a 
good engine to be replaced by a bad one. 
If the numbers don't agree, investigate 
the reason thoroughly 
D. See that the powered ones start, if 
not, why not? Check points, carburet-
tors, sparking plugs. If you cannot trace 
any fault send for Agent's mechanic. 
E. Check all games kit and make a note 
of any deficiencies, ordering the neces-
sary replacements. 
F Check all Monies 

If there are games like putting, golf, 
bowls, tennis, for which a charge is made 
for playing and that money is in your 
charge, you should check the number of 
the individual tickets issued and see that 
the money for them is correct and that 
the proper float is in the cash box. 
G Check Ground Plan 

You should consult the master plan of the grounds and check drainage system so that if your field develops any wet areas you can locate the nearest land drain by measuring as your plan indicates. Boundaries should be checked in case of any legal matter that may arise, and if the boundary is fenced, which is usual, this should be inspected 
contd. on p. 6 
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for holes so that intruders, animal or 
human, may not unlawfully enter and 
cause damage. Rights of way must be 
checked for legal reasons. Gas mains 
must be checked and a strict ruling must 
be kept on the amount of coverage on 
these pipes, there should be some type 
marker over these mains to indicate their 
presence. This also applies to electric 
cables. Overhead cables must always 
clear the ground by a specific amount. 
There are rules set down by the Elec-
tricity Board which must be carried out. 
Twenty feet.) 

H. Check Fertiliser for General Condi-tion, Labelling and Quantity 
The reason for this is, if the fertiliser 

has been allowed to become damp it 
will be rendered inefficient in that the 
component elements would have lost 
their strength through the moist atmo-
sphere reacting on them. If the labels 
are missing these must be replaced 
immediately to avoid a wrong applica-
tion. The quantities should be checked 
in case there is insufficient in stock for 
use. If necessary, re-order 
I. Security of Sheds 

All sheds must be checked for 
security, especially if constructed with 
galvanised sheets. Look for any sheets 
that may be loose through gales. Check 
that locks are effective. THESE POINTS 
ARE IMPORTANT in case of an 
intruder breaking in. The police would 
take a dim view if these points were not 
looked into. There are also the insur-
ance people to think of, they would 
investigate all points of security before 
they met the claim. 
J Meeting the Chairman (or whoever 

is in charge) 
This is to establish good relations. It 

is essential that you get on well with him 
and prove your efficiency in all aspects 
of your job and ascertain, early on, what 
his ideas are. Never try to hide a mis-
take; to do so is one of the biggest 
administrative mistakes you can make. 
Tell the Chairman or whoever you are 
responsible to that you have made an 
error and what you suggest to rectify it. 
If you are big enough to be a Head 
Groundsman, you are big enough to 

admit a genuine fault. Confession, 
besides being good for the soul, is good 
for the work. Steps can be taken to 
rectify To try to cover up does two 
things 

1 If found out it breeds an atmo-
sphere of doubt in the mind of the 
Chairman, so that if a mistake occurs 
afterwards which is no fault of yours or 
your staff he will never be quite content 
that you had no part in it; and 

2. It prevents remedial action being 
taken in time. 

K. Check all Buildings against damp. 
See that fertilisers are stored on top of 
duck boards and away from outer wall 
so that air is allowed to circulate the 
bags so that condensation does not 
occur Be careful how you handle bags, 
especially if they are made of paper 
Machinery must not be kept in a damp 
place or rust will set in. It is a good 
policy to start mowers once a week in 
the closed season so that the magneto 
does not become damp. 

The above points should always be 
borne in mind when taking up a new 
appointment. Reprinted from the 

" Groundsman," August 1966 
by kind permission. 

GOLF COURSE 
E Q U I P M E N T 
Hole Tins 
Cutters 
Staffs 
Mats 
Mowers 
Hose 
Mole Ploughs 

Tee Boxes 
Tee Plates 
Ball Cleaners 

Tablets 
Rollers 
Sprinklers 
Rotary Sifters 

Aerating Machines 
and all 

Greenkeeping Tools H. PATTISSON & CO. LTD. 
S T A N M O R E • M I D D L E S E X 
Telephone GRImsdyke 4171/4172 



THE MYSTERIOUS WAYS OF WHITEHALL 

WHAT constitutes good planning and 
what is injurious to the amenities 

of the countryside is often a matter of 
opinion, so that it is not surprising that 
decisions on planning matters are far 
from consistent. 

Occasionally, however, a decision is 
made which seems so devoid of common 
sense that it is difficult to understand 
how it could have been arrived at by 
anyone in full possession of the facts. 

Such a decision was that given 
recently by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, refusing per-
mission for the construction of a golf 
course for Keswick on land at Shoulth-
waite, St John's-in-the-Vale. 

The decision followed a public inquiry 
into an appeal by Keswick Golf Club 
Ltd. against the refusal of the Lake 
District Planning Board to allow the 
construction of the course. 

Many of the facts of the matter are 
not in dispute. Keswick, one of the 
main holiday resorts in the Lake Dis-
trict, should be able to offer golf as an 
attraction to visitors. The site selected 
for the course is on rough ground of 
little agricultural value and the 
developers are anxious and able to meet 
all conditions for siting and screening of 
buildings and car parks. 

The original decision of the Planning 
Board was incomprehensible but the 
Minister's final " no " was unbelievable, 
for it reversed the recommendation of 
the inspector holding the inquiry that 
the golf course should be permitted. 

The inspector heard comprehensive 
evidence from both sides and inspected 
the proposed site. He considered that 
the making of greens and fairways would 
be minor transformations of insignificant 
scale in relation to the surroundings. 
Except the numbers would be greater, 
he could see no difference between 
golfers carrying their bags and walkers 
carrying their rucksacks. He expressed 
the opinion that a car park alongside a 
main traffic route would not look out 
of place and that the golf house, by 
using suitable materials and screening, 
could be made to blend with the sur-
rounding countryside. 

The inspectors who conduct these 
inquiries are not infallible and it is not 
suggested that their opinions should 
always be adopted by the Minister, but 
they are highly skilled, professional men 
who have had the advantage of hearing 
both sides and of seeing the sites 
concerned. 

In this case, however, the Minister, in 
his Whitehall office, presumably not 
having made a trip to Keswick to see 
the site, decided that he knew best and 
turned down a project which could have 
a considerable effect on the prosperity 
of Keswick as a holiday town. 

His reasons for so doing are that the 
greens and fairways of a course would 
be a different texture from the surround 
ing moorland and that there is a risk 
that man-made changes would harm the 
magnificent natural beauty and character 
of the area. No word of objection to the 
buildings or the car park. 

contd. on p. 10 
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FIBREGLASS FLAGSTAFFS 
GRASS COMBS 

GOLF FLAGS 
A N D SWITCHES 

NEW TURF SWITCH 'St Andrew' 
Metal Shaft, Fibre Glass Tip, 

Length Adjustable 
£4 15s. each 

STEWART & CO., 
S E E D S M E N L T D . 

EDINBURGH, 2 



Berk Autumn 
of turf treatmentsfor busy 

Tur f Fungicide 

Fusarium Patch 

T h i s is b o t h a p r e v e n t i v e m e a s u r e a n d a cure . 
Be rk T u r f F u n g i c i d e g i v e s e x c e l l e n t c o n t r o l 
o v e r F u s a r i u m Pa tch a n d Do l l a r S p o t — a t ve ry 
l o w cos t . A 6 0 0 sq. yd . g o l f g r e e n requ i res 
o n l y 1 5 oz. o f t h e ma te r i a l w h i c h cos t s less 
t h a n 1 3 / 6 . It c a n be a p p l i e d e i t he r as a sp ray or 
a p o w d e r in late s u m m e r a n d t h e t r e a t m e n t 
s h o u l d be r e p e a t e d at least t w i c e at m o n t h l y 
in te rva ls . B e c a u s e it is n o n - a b r a s i v e it c a n n o t 
d a m a g e s p r a y i n g e q u i p m e n t a n d , p r o v i d e d 
t h a t t h e m a c h i n e s are w a s h e d o u t a f te r use, it 
c a n n o t c a u s e c o r r o s i o n . 
Be rk T u r f F u n g i c i d e is a v a i l a b l e in 1 lb. or 
7 lb. t i ns . 

Moss Control „ 
Berk Moss Control compounds are based on 
mercury—this is present in an insoluble and 
harmless form. Mercury not only kills moss but 
prevents subsequent growth—it can control 
moss for up to three years. Three compounds 
are available the choice depends on the 
individual requirements and the time of the year 

M.T.S. (Mercurized 
Turf Sand) (M of A 1477) 
This is applied at 4 oz. per square yard from early 
spring to late summer It kills moss immediately, 
reduces weed population and, because it con-
tains a quick-acting nitrogen fertilizer, stimulates 
grass growth. 

Moss Killer (m of a \m) 
This is applied at 4 oz. per square yard at any 
time of the year but especially prior to normal 
autumn treatments. Moss Killer does not contain 
a grass stimulant but gives rapid control over 
moss. 

Moss Eradicant (M of A 1479) 
A special formulation to control the fol lowing 
crop of moss while killing the immediate crop 
gradually—so there is no disfigurement from 
dead moss. 

Turf Weedkiller-Super 
C o n t a i n s M e c o p r o p a n d c o n t r o l s C l o v e r 
Y a r r o w P e a r l w o r t a n d d e e p - r o o t e d a n d per-
s i s ten t w e e d s as w e l l as Da is ies a n d P lan ta ins , 
e tc . 1 g a l l o n t r ea t s 3 , 2 0 0 sq. yds . 

Turf Weedkiller-Standard 
C o n t a i n s 2 , 4 D a n d c o n t r o l s m o s t s h a l l o w 
r o o t e d a n d b r o a d l e a v e d w e e d s . 1 g a l l o n 
t rea ts 6 , 4 0 0 sq . yds . 

Hints on 
Moss Control 
1 Moss wil l always invade and colonise 
neglected turf. 
2. Do not rely on raking alone to remove moss. 
This spreads moss spores and fragments which 
can re-infest the site. Always use a moss killer in 
conjunction wi th raking. 
3. Correct turf management should always be 
practised. After using a moss killer, the factors 
responsible for the appearance of moss should 
be removed. 
4 . Some common causes for the appearance of 
moss are *Poor drainage and aeration. *Bare 
patches. *Over-rolling and compaction. *Acid 
and undernourished soils. *Persistent close 
mowing. 



Range 
groundsmen and greenkeepers 

Wormkiller 
B e s t a p p l i e d i n w a r m , s h o w e r y w e a t h e r 
d u r i n g a u t u m n o r s p r i n g w h e n w o r m s a re 
m o s t a c t i v e a n d n e a r t h e s u r f a c e . 

20% Ch/ordane 
Wormkiller (Granular) 
S u p p l i e d r e a d y f o r u s e a n d a p p l i e d a t 8 0 lb . 
p e r a c r e , t h i s f o r m o f C h l o r d a n e is p a r t i c -
u l a r l y u s e f u l w h e r e g r a s s is k e p t l o n g o r 
t h e s w a r d i s t h i c k , as o n w e l l - k e p t g r e e n s . 

25% Chlordane 
Wormkiller (Liquid) 
S u p p l e x C h l o r d a n e k i l l s w o r m s u n d e r -
g r o u n d a n d c o n t r o l s l e a t h e r j a c k e t s , a n t s , 
a n d c h a f e r g r u b s . It is c h e a p a n d e a s y t o 
a p p l y — c a l l i n g f o r v e r y l i t t l e w a t e r i n g a n d 
m i n i m u m l a b o u r 

Free advice from one of Britain's most experienced 
Groundsmen. 
Bert Lock was Chief Groundsman at The Oval for 
20 years. Now, as the retained consultant of Berk 
Limited, his wealth of experience is at your disposal. 
He wi l l take a look at your turf and give an expert, 
unbiased opin ion on it. The service is entirely free. 
For immediate attention, wr i te to Berk at the 
address below. 

Post the coupon now for full literature and prices 
or contact your nearest Berk branch or representative 
listed below 
Area Representatives 
South and South-East England 
Mr G. B. Pearce, "Suncro f t " Roseacre Lane, 
Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent. 
Telephone Maidstone 37302 
North of Thames to the Wash. 
Mr T H. G. Dickson, 12 Valentines Drive, 
Ipswich Road, Colchester Essex. 
Northern England 
Mr R.T Evans, 5 Stanley Road, Lindley, 
Huddersfield, Yorkshire. 
Telephone Huddersfield 51994 
Head Office: 
Berk House, P.O. Box IBL, 8 Baker St., London W.1 
Telephone HUNter6688, Ext. 415 
Branch and Subsidiary Offices (Phones) 
Belfast 20978 Glasgow, Douglas 8338 
Swansea 71491 Manchester, Central 6996 
Dubl in 63514 

Guide to quantit ies required for Sports Grounds 

Ground 
Area 
(sq. yd.) 

Turf 
Fungicide 
(Spray or Dry) 

Weedkil ler 
(Pints) 
Sup. Std. 

Moss 
Control 
Compounds 

25% 
Chlordane 
Wormki l ler 

Tennis Court and Surrounds 800 1 lb. 4 oz. U 2 1 1 cwt . 7 pints 

Hockey Pitch 6,000 9 lb. 6 oz. 10 4 * 6 gallons 

Cricket Square 900 1 lb. 6 i o z . H i 2 cwt. 1 gallon 

Golf Green Average 600 15 oz. H i 1 i cwt. 6 pints 

Bowl ing Green 1 764 2 lb. 12 oz. 4 1 i 4 cwt . 15 pints 

Berk Limited, Berk House, 8 Baker Street London W 1 Tel HUNter 6688 
P l e a s e s e n d m e l i t e r a t u r e a n d p r i c e s f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g ( t i c k as a p p r o p r i a t e ) 

I • T u r f F u n g i c i d e • W e e d k i l l e r • M o s s C o n t r o l • W o r m k i l l e r 

i NAME 

^ A D D R E S S 

..POSITION.. 



contd. from p. 1 
Those who know this bald, moorland 

area will be at a loss to understand what 
the Minister is talking about. As the 
inspector reported, the greens and fair-
ways would hardly be noticeable against 
the scale of the landscape and, if any-
thing, would look much more pleasant 
than the existing fellside. As to making 
changes, any farmer in the area could 
make much more drastic alterations to 
the appearance of the moor if he decided 
to drain a few acres and improve the 
pasture—and he would be given aid by 
the Ministry of Agriculture to carry out 
the change ! 

The Minister says that he accepts that 
there is a need for a golf course at 
Keswick but if he will not allow con 
struction on this least attractive part of 

the area, where can the promoters hope 
to find an acceptable site ? 

This newspaper has always been in 
the van of the fight to prevent develop-
ment in the Lake District which would 
be out of place and destroy the natural 
beauty which so many people come to 
admire, but this is a case where the 
building of a golf course would improve 
the appearance of the area concerned, 
would help the prosperity of Keswick 
and would provide enjoyment for 
thousands of people. One is left to 
wonder if the Minister, or those who 
advise him on these matters, fully under-
stood the facts of this appeal or appreci 
ated the nature of the countryside 
concerned. 

Reprinted from the editorial of " The Cumberland Herald21th August 1966 by kind permission. 

remove excess fibre 
from fine turf 
with the Auto-Rotorake m.rk 

Excess fibre, or thatch, on fine turf affects 
the run of the ball, it makes accurate 
mower setting difficult, and it becomes a 
breeding ground for turf diseases. 

The Sisis Auto-Rotorake improves playing 
conditions by removing the undesirable 
thatch which accumulates between the soil 
and the green leaf on tees, greens and 
approaches; it eliminates surface grain; it 
reduces trailing grasses and weeds; and it 
makes mowing more efficient The vertical 
cutting blades of the power-driven Auto-
Rotorake remove a large volume of thatch 
resulting in a clean sward of vertical growth. 
Please ask us to demonstrate the Auto-
Rotorake on your greens. 

" SISIS " EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD 
Hurdsfield Macclesfield 
Cheshire 

telephone Macclesfield 6363 




