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ON THE FIRST T i l 

It seems to me— 
And I should be 

A very good authority— 
Those who claim 

They're off their game 
Are in the great majority. 

— G o l d i e Goldman 
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By Appointment to Her Majesty the Queen Charles H. Pugh Ltd., Motor Mower Manufacturers a 

SERVICE ORGANISATION 

WRITE OR PHONE YOUR d T C O SERVICE BRANCH NOW! 
READING (Berks) 
Boulton Road, 
Reading, 
Berks. 
Telephone : 
Reading 84258-9 
BIRMINGHAM 
(Warks) 
1210 Stratford Road; 
Hall Green, 
Birmingham, 28. 
Telephone : 
Springfield 6256-7 

PRESTON (Lanes) 
The Grove, 
School Lane, Longton, 
Nr. Preston, Lanes. 
Telephone : 
Longton 2451-2 
SHEFFIELD (Yorks) 
Rotherham Road, 
Eckington, Sheffield. 
Telephone: Eckington 
(Derbyshire) 2373-4 

DARLINGTON 
(Co. Durham) 
McMullen Road, 
Darlington. 
Telephone: 
Darlington 2671,66939 
EXETER (Devon) 
Marsh Green Road, 
Marsh Barton, 
Exeter, Devon. 
Telephone: 
Exeter 73882, 54017 

NEWMARKET 
(Suffolk) 
176 Exning Road, 
Newmarket, Suffolk. 
Telephone: 
Newmarket 2539, 2632 
SCOTLAND 
Industrial Estate, 
Larkhall, Lanarkshire. 
Telephone: 
Larkhall 370, 371 

REIGATE 
(Surrey) 
Albert Road North, 
Reigate, Surrey. 
Telephone: 
Reigate 45731-2-3-4-5 
CHEPSTOW (MOD) 
Castleford, Tutshill, 
Chepstow, Mon. 
Telephone: 
Chepstow 2732, 2114 

CHARLES HL PUGH LTD, ATCO WORKS, BIRMINGHAM 9 

By having your mower serviced by 
us EARLY, you will avoid the last 
minute rush when inevitably our 
Service Organisation is inundated 
with work and we cannot guarantee 
to return machines as quickly as usual. 



The 44 length" fetish still influences Green Committees and often leads to 
danger, boredom and bad holes. Too many think that because J. Nicklaus reduces 
a 550 yard hole to a drive and an iron there is a general need for more length 
to suit the modern game. 

We ought to go by the facts. Jack Reddy, the U.S.G.A. Scoring Analyst, has 
been seen measuring again at the U.S. Open and his findings appear in the current 
U.S. Golf Association's Journal. 

Drives were measured on the 435 yard par 4 17th of the Olympic Country 
Club in San Francisco. 

The average drive for all players in all four rounds was 245 yards. This 
compares with 251 last year, 252 in 1964, 243 in 1963 and 253 in 1956. The 
average run was 12 yards and this year wind was not favourable hence the slight 
reduction. 

Jack Nicklaus hit one 273 yard drive, the longest recorded, and had the 
highest average, 262 yards. But the long hitters were only 10 or 20 yards farther 
on than the general run of competitors. 

Another interesting light on the matter is given by the number of players who 
hit the green with their second shot, 25 per cent — no more! Another 16 per cent 
came within 30 feet with their second shot. 

Some of the erring 75 per cent may have been playing from the rough. The 
fairway was 38 yards wide in the landing area but even so 35 per cent failed to 
find it. 

If all these facts fail to convince you that the ball is not being hit all that 
much farther, at least you will agree that human fallibility is still roughly the same. 

F O R ^HIGHEST P U R I T Y 
A N t i G E R M I N A T I O N 

TEE SHOTS 

by t h e E d i t o r 

€ t r a s s S e e d s 

THE C A N N O C K A G R I C U L T U R A L CO, LTD., C A N N O C K , S T A F F S 



THE VALUE OF COMPOST 
By J. K. CAMPBELL 

Links Supervisor, St Andrews, Scotland 

John Campbell, President of the Scottish Golf Greenkeepers Association, discusses 
one routine task and others which his staff often have to face. These two articles 
originally appeared in Golf Illustrated and are reprinted by kind permission. 

A GOLF course more often than not is 
judged by the condition of the 

greens, and if the putting surfaces are 
bumpy, the turf soft and soggy, badly 
pitted with ball marks, the course will, 
with some justification, be considered 
poor. There is no good reason why 
this should be the case. 

The ideal conditions to aim at for all 
the year round are those where the turf 
is firm, resilient, and with a true putting 
surface that allows the ball to run 
smoothly without being deflected by 
avoidable irregularities. 

Normal practice during the autumn 
and winter months is to spread sharp 
sand on the greens to keep the turf firm 
and open textured, and this can be 
beneficial only if done lightly and the 
sand well brushed in. 

On the other hand it has been found 
that a too liberal use of sand will 
inevitably result in a hard layer being 
built up in the soil, impervious to 
moisture, and through which grass roots 
cannot penetrate and so produce a poor 
thin quality turf. 

A proved method of building up good 
putting surfaces and, perhaps to a lesser 
extent fairways, demands a sufficient 
supply of compost, which can be in-
offensive and a necessary adjunct to 
any golf course. 

There but few courses lacking in 
material and compost can be briefly 
described as a mixture of good top soil, 
suitable organic material such as well 
rotted horse manure, grass cuttings, leaf 
mould, and this mixed with a sharp 
lime-free sand into a workable mixture. 

These materials are usually built in 
alternate layers of about 4 or 5 inches 

thick until a heap of some 6 feet high 
is reached, after which a period of time 
should be allowed for settlement and 
decomposition. The heap should be 
turned over at least twice during the 
year and allowed to stand for another 
12 months to give adequate time for 
fermentation and elimination of weeds. 

Regular light applications of this 
material well rubbed in will improve 
the texture of the soil, imparts humus, 
help to make the turf drought resistant 
and gradually build up true and firm 
surfaces capable of withstanding the 
wear and tear of the constantly increas-
ing every day golf. 

The preparation of suitable compost 
is often neglected perhaps due to 
shortage of labour or unavailability of 
suitable materials, (e.g. sand). Whatever 
the difficulties, attempt should be made 
to overcome them as every well-
maintained golf course cannot have 
enough of this material in stock for 
top-dressing bulking fertilisers, and 
dealing with divot marks. The nature 
of compost is both cheap and valuable. 

Soft greens, often the result of poor 
surface drainage, can be improved by 
more regular mechanical maintenance to 
assist aeration. Spiking and slit-tining 
is extremely beneficial and not nearly 
enough of this is done. 

Scarification, which was hard work for 
the greenkeeping staff when done by 
hand, is eased by the use of one of 
several powered machines now available. 
The gentle combing action of this 
operation done lightly and frequently 
is beneficial to the turf particularly if 
matted and helps to produce firm and 
true putting surfaces. 



IT'S HERE! 
THE GIANT MINK TRACTOR 

FROM B.M.C. 

PARKER 
FOR 
ALL 
6ÛLF 
COURSE 
NEEDS 

BMC Mini Tractor with " SISIS " 6 f t . Heavy Duty Aerator Ref. HA6. 

Indicates the power of the lift. 

A FEW STAR FEATURES: 

^ Economy — Wi th Full Hydraulics only £585 — Fuel consumption 2 gallons, 

i.e. 2 / 9 per full day. 

Weight — A t Last the lightweight demanded to avoid compaction. 

^ Engine — Purpose designed mini diesel with power to spare. 

^ Hydraulics — W i t h capacity for your every need. 

^ Gear Box — Choice of 9 Forward, 3 Reverse gears. 

Âr Fantastic Adhesion — No wheel spin. 

Consult Britain's Leading Specialist Distributors of B.M.C. Mini 
for all Sports areas. 

T. PARKER & SONS ( TURF MANAGEMENT ) LTD. 
SPORTICULTURISTS 

WORCESTER PARK, SURREY. DERWENT7791 
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THE BACK ROOM BOYS 
By J* K. CAMPBELL 

Links Supervisor, St Andrews, Scotland 

TOURNAMENT golf today is a 
spectacle world wide in its aspect, 

the modern championship course is the 
arena where the leading players are 
attracted to exploit their skill against 
one another and for lucrative prizes. 

Much is being done to improve the 
facilities for spectators, and at the main 
championship c o u r s e s permanent 
amenities have been installed such as 
toilets and drinking water, while miles 
of permanent cable have been laid for 
use by officials, T.V. and the Press to 
give up-to-the-minute information. 
Vantage points have been built, and 
ground levelled around the perimeter of 
the course to ensure reasonable walking 
conditions. 

The construction of " natural" van-
tage points to accommodate spectators 
by the thousand involves considerable 
thought, time, material, and a co-
ordinated programme for transport and 
other mechanical devices. Essentially 
the work is done by the greenkeeping 
staff in the winter months as weather 
and regular course maintenance permits. 

As to the siting of these vantages 
many are obvious, and after an event 
the treading of many thousands of 
spectators give a clear indication of 
others which can be improved at little 
cost and so spread the load. Connecting 
pathways around the perimeter, and this 
includes to and from the back tees, are 
of equal importance and all new work 
has to be consolidated and turfed over 
to present spectators with the best pos-
sible conditions underfoot. The whole 
layout must be pleasing to the eye as 
well as practical, and the traditional 
appearance of the course left undis-
turbed. Where necessary tubular stands 
can be left in the hands of the erectors, 
but the main object devolves on the 
greenkeeper whose task it is to make 
best use of natural amenities which in 
the course of time will thoroughly blend 
with the surroundings, so that, apart 
from maintenance, the first cost of which 
is the last. 

In the process of toughening up the 
course it often means the construction 
of special tees to lengthen or improve 
some of the holes. While as this is 
being done it is important that the 
regular routine of course maintenance 
should proceed unhindered, and club 
members enjoy their daily game with as 
little inconvenience as possible. 

As the day of the tournament draws 
nearer the greenkeeper's services are 
much in demand, liaison with the com-
mittee is important to decide where the 
holes will be placed each day, the tees 
to be used, and to establish the sites for 
prefabricated stands if necessary, tele-
vision towers, marquees and tents, 
scoreboards, mobile caravans, fences for 
crowd control, notice boards, collection 
and disposal of litter. When the lorries 
and vans arrive with gear of all sorts it 
is only the greenkeeper with his intimate 
knowledge of the terrain who can pilot 
them out to the pre-selected sites with-
out fear of getting bogged down with 
heavy loads anywhere on the course. 

When the players arrive they expect 
and must find the course groomed to 
perfection, so by this time preparations 
have been completed. Greens, tees and 
fairways have been given their final 
trim, bunkers also meticulously dealt 
with including the fringes. Flags 
freshly painted flag-pins and hole cups 
stand out against the background of 
emerald greens carefully manicured 
showing the familiar striped lines, which 
is the pleasing effect produced by the 
greenkeeper with his mowing machine. 

During the course of a tournament the 
players and spectators see very little of 
the greenkeeper as his work must be 
done before play begins. This means 
a daybreak start every morning to cut 
greens, tees and fairways, move pole 
positions and rake bunkers. Irrespective 
of the weather all this work must be 
done on schedule though often it may 
mean wet skins. 

By the time the spectators and players 
arrive the work of course grooming by 



JOINT COUNCIL FOR GOLF GREENKEEPER APPRENTICESHIP 
MEETS AT BINGLEY 

Members of the Joint Council after their Annual Meeting at Bingley 
on Tuesday, 11th October. 

Left to right. John Campbell, President S.G.G A., Brian M. Wood, F.C.I.S., Hon. Secretary, 
W. A. W. Sivewright {Scottish Golf Union), George Herrington (B.G.G.A.), R. B. Moffatt 
(Hon. Secretary S.G.G.A.), F. W. Hawtree (E.G.U.), Chairman. J. R. Escritt, M.Sc., Director, 
S.T.R.I., John Parker, B.G.G.A., Vice-Chairman. 

BACK ROOM BOYS— continued 

the staff will be completed—then they 
may be employed to help with car park-
ing, posted at strategic parts of the 
course for dealing with bunkers, etc., 
and any other tasks of suitable main-
tenance. 

This schedule of work continues 
throughout the course of the event, jobs 
such as cutting fairways can begin when 
the days play is over. In the event of 
drought pre-conceived plans would be 
brought into operation for watering 
greens and tees, etc., in the evening 
and overnight. This considerably adds 
to the greenkeepers many tasks as it 
involves moving equipment with care 

being taken to ensure that all areas 
receive the same amount of water and 
the run of the ball will be uniform at 
every hole. When this is done all equip-
ment must be out of the way before 
play begins in the morning. 

After the event the work of the staff 
really begins with the task of cleaning 
up and storing away all the parapher-
nalia. Bottle tops, nails and studs, etc., 
are a menace to the mowing machines 
and make routine maintenance more 
arduous for the next few days. 

When next you view a satisfying event 
either on the spot or on television and 
possibly admire the look of the course, 
remember those behind the scenes and 
particularly the Back Room Boys. 



By Flymo! 
Here's how to cut 
cutting costs in half 

Smoothest ! 21" Toro G r e e n s m a s t e r . The machine 
thoroughly tested by Moor Park and Wentworth Golf Clubs 
and used'during preparations for the Esso and Piccadilly 
Tournaments, 1966. The machine that will give your green a 
really superb finish and cuts cutting time on a 18-hole 
course by 3 hours ! The Greensmaster gives 147 cuts to 
the yard. It's unique floating action isolates the cutter 
from the traction and catcher units. So there's no gouging 
or digging. No engine vibrations to disturb the cut. 
Greensmaster is powered by a 3 h.p. four-stroke Tecumsh 
engine. If you've any of those really difficult plateaux 
or undulating greens scored by your present machines— 
you must see how the Greensmaster achieves perfection. 



T O R O , b y F l y m o 
mowing made easy 

Fastest! 70" Toro Professional. Ideal for bunkers and aprons. The power 
driven gang mower that cuts cutting time. Toro Professional has three 25" blades, 
7" diameter cutting cylinders. Can be adjusted without tools for cutting heights of 
¥ — 2 ^ " . Stellite bottom blades, hard coated to give almost unlimited life, make 
the five bladed cutting cylinder self-sharpening. Low centre of gravity gives real 
stability—and the single rear-wheel steering ensures superb manoeuvrability. 
Big pneumatic tyres prevent turf damage. The Professional is powered by the 
6.25 h.p. Kohler engine, with large capacity tank. 

C u t y o u r c o s t s w i t h T o r o — b y F l y m o . S e e y o u r F l y m o D i s t r i b u t o r 
f o r a d e m o n s t r a t i o n . O r w r i t e d i r e c t l y t o I n s t i t u t i o n a l D i v i s i o n , 
F l y m o L i m i t e d , P e n n P l a c e , R i c k m a n s w o r t h , H e r t s . 
A n d r e m e m b e r — F l y m o g u a r a n t e e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f all T o r o m o d e l s 
a n d s p a r e s , al l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . 



SITUATIONS VACANT 
WANTED. Experienced and conscien-

tious tractor-driver, used to operating 
gang-mowers and other equipment. 
Good wages and gratuity, with ac-
commodation. Apply, stating age and 
experience, to The Secretary, Effingham 
Golf Club, Effingham, Surrey. 

CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB — A 
GREENKEEPER is required for the 
LINKS Course and Redcar, York-
shire. Applicants should in the first 
instance write to the Hon. Secretary, 
giving details of experience and wages 
required. 

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
AND WORKS. Fully experienced 
GREENKEEPER required for post 
at Richmond Park Golf Course. Pay 
— £18 19s. Od. rising to £19 9s. Od. 
5-day week: 3 weeks annual leave. 
Opportunity for permanent pension-
able post. Accommodation com-
prising 3 bedrooms, dining room, 
sitting room, kitchen and bathroom 
provided: weekly rent £1 13s. 6d. 
approx. Applications should be sub-
mitted in writing not later than 12th 
December 1966, stating age and 
experience to The Bailiff of the Royal 
Parks, Elizabeth House, 39 York 
Road, London, S.E.I. 

GREENKEEPER REQUIRED. Fully 
qualified, capable of controlling staff 
on a golf course under construction. 
Modern living accommodation pro-
vided in new clubhouse. Salary to be 
negotiated. Apply: Secretary, Dud-
ley Golf Club Ltd., Oakham Road, 
Dudley, Worcs. 

HEAD GREENKEEPER. Hudders-
field Golf Club require fully qualified 
and experienced man conversant with 
up-to-date methods of Course mainten-
ance and able to control staff. Good 
wages and pension scheme. House 
available. Reply to the Secretary, 
Fixby Hall, Huddersfield. 

GREENKEEPER wanted for 9 hole Golf 
Course—modernised three bedroomed 
house available. Write: Secretary, 
Lightcliffe Golf Club, Lightcliffe, 
Halifax. 

HEAD GREENKEEPER required. 
Good wages and conditions offered. 
Write with full particulars to:—The 
Secretary, Bury Golf Club, Blackford 
Bridge, Bury, Lanes. 

HEAD GREENKEEPER REQUIRED 
experienced in handling staff. Good 
Salary, house, light and fuel provided. 
Apply stating age, experience, etc., to 
The Secretary, Burnham and Berrow 
Golf Club, Burnham on Sea, Somerset. 

" The Thinker! " 
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